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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 19th Feb Vigil         5:00pm William Forker (ANN) 
Sun 20th Feb   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 21st Feb   10:00am John Allan (RIP) 
Tue 22nd Feb   10:00am Willie McDonald (ANN) 
Thu 24th Feb   10:00am Noreen Brennen (RIP) 
Fri 25th Feb   10:00am Rita Uffendell (ANN) 
Sat 26th Feb Vigil         5:00pm Ivy Morrison (RIP) 
Sun 27th Feb   10:00am People of the Parish 

 

 

Be Compassionate 
Today’s gospel passage presents Jesus 
continuing to teach the Beatitudes to the 
multitude and his disciples. These Beatitudes 
challenge us to always keep in mind the 
foundations of our happiness. The litany of 
statements that are presented to us today go to 
the heart of the Christian message: Love your 
enemies; Do good to those who hate you; 
Bless those who persecute you; Pray for those 
who treat you badly; Treat others as you would 
like to be treated yourself. Do good without 
hope of return, Do not judge or condemn; be 
ready to forgive.  
The reason for this behaviour is to allow us to be more God like. Jesus plainly 
states: “Be compassionate just as your heavenly Father is compassionate”. 
Our behaviour is not only based on the way God interacts with us, but it has 
to emulate God’s actions. Jesus raises the moral bar to an almost impossible 
height. What is asked of us as his followers seems to be almost unattainable – 
beyond human capability. It truly brings to mind the essential nature of being 
a Christian – to be compassionate as our heavenly Father is compassionate. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

THE OBLIGATION to attend Sunday mass & Holy days of obligation is to be 
restored on 6th March 2022. It is still MANDATORY to wear face masks and hand 
sanitising is still OBLIGITORY when coming into our churches. Assembling at 
entrances and exits should still be avoided. Holy Water may now be used by those 
who wish. Hands should be sanitised before contact with the Holy Water. 
 

40 HOURS’ DEVOTION continues throughout the Archdiocese this Sunday-
Tuesday at St John’s and St Mary Magdalene's in Edinburgh. For details 
see https://www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk/newsletters or visit 
bit.ly/40hoursschedule for details of full programme for the Archdiocese.   
 

LENTEN TALKS: 5 Lenten talks have been arranged for during lent to help us to 
better understand Sacred Scripture and grow in our faith. They will be given by Jeff 
Bagnell and they will follow on from 10.00am Mass on Thursday mornings after a 
cup of tea or coffee. The dates for these talks are; March 10th, 17th, 24th  31st  and 
April 7th. All are welcome to attend each or all of these talks. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY (2nd of March) A Day of Fasting and Abstinence marking the 
beginning of Lent. Ashes will be distributed during mass at10am and 7pm.  
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS during Lent will take place in St. Mark’s each 
Friday’s at 7pm - beginning March 4th. The Archdiocesan Pro-Life Stations of the Cross 
will take place online throughout Lent, each Tuesday on Zoom at 7:45pm beginning on 8th 
March. Register at bit.ly/prolifeevents 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE CREED for children making their First Holy 
Communion will take place on Sun 27th Feb during the 10am Mass. Looking 
forward to seeing you all on the day. 
 

WILLING HELPERS The next day for group cleaning of the church will be Tuesday 
22/02/2022 after the 10am morning Mass. All help is appreciated if only for an hour. 
Cleaning is typically finished well before noon with tea and biscuits afterwards. 
 

SCIAF – Lenten Wee Boxes are now available at the back of the church for anyone 
interested in participating in this charitable cause. Please take one home and & return 
it on Palm Sunday. 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS Last weekend amounted to £664.06 Thank you 
for your continued support of our parish, without your contributions the work of 
God’s church would not be possible. 
 
  

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading: A reading from the book of Samuel [26:7-9.12-13.22-23]  
 The Lord put you in my power, but I would not raise my hand. 
Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, accompanied by three 
thousand men chosen from Israel to search for David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
So in the dark David and Abishai made their way towards the force, where they 
found Saul asleep inside the camp, his spear stuck in the ground beside his head, 
with Abner and the troops lying round him.  Then Abishai said to David, Today God 
has put your enemy in your power; so now let me pin him to the ground with his 
own spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to strike him twice. David answered 
Abishai, Do not kill him, for who can lift his hand against the Lords anointed and be 
without guilt? David took the spear and the pitcher of water from beside Sauls head, 
and they made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one woke up; they were all asleep, 
for a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen on them.  David crossed to the other side 
and halted on the top of the mountain a long way off; there was a wide space 
between them. David then called out, Here is the kings spear. Let one of the soldiers 
come across and take it. The Lord repays everyone for his uprightness and loyalty. 
Today the Lord put you in my power, but I would not raise my hand against the 
Lords anointed.  
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 102] 
Response: The Lord is compassion and love. 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 
 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems you life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. 
 

As far as the east is from the west 
So far does he remove our sins. 
As a father has compassion on his sons, 
the Lord has pity on those who fear him. 

 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians [15:45-49] We who have been modelled on the earthly man will be  
modelled on the heavenly man. 
The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living soul; but the last Adam  
has become a life-giving spirit. That is, first the one with the soul, not the spirit,  
and after that, the one with the spirit. The first man, being from the earth, is earthly 
by nature; the second man is from heaven. As this earthly man was, so are we on 
earth; and as the heavenly man is, so are we in heaven. And we, who have been 
modelled on the earthly man, will be modelled on the heavenly man. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
Open our heart, O Lord 
To accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [6:27-38]  
 Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies,  
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat 
you badly. To the man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to  
the man who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give to everyone 
who asks you, and do not ask for your property back from the man who robs you. 
Treat others as you would like them to treat you. If you love those who love you,  
what thanks can you expect? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you expect? For even sinners  
do that much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks 
can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount. Instead, 
love your enemies and do good, and lend without any hope of return. You will have  
a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 
 'Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you 
will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned 
yourselves; grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts  
for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be 
poured into your lap; because the amount you measure out is the amount you will 
be given back. 
 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
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