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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
Sat 27th Nov   vigil     5:00pm Jose Torres Marín (Ann) 
Sun 28th Nov   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 29th Nov   10:00am Anne Wynn (SI) 
Tue 30th Nov   10:00am Nellie Wright (Ann) 
Thu 2nd  Dec   10:00am Helen Loftus (Ann) 
Sat 4th Dec     vigil     5:00pm Stephen Loftus (Ann) 
Sun 5th Dec   10:00am People of the Parish 

 

WAITING-HOPING-TRUSTING 
We’re in the middle of two Advents. One has already happened 2,000 years ago when God 
came among us as a baby in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. The second one is still to 
happen in the future when Christ will return and human history will come to an end. Today’s 
liturgy concentrates on this future coming. 
But in a world that doesn’t even know that Advent exists and that has 
already flung itself fully into the festivities of a commercial Christmas, 
how can Christians celebrate Advent? 
In Advent, Christians wait. We just wait. Every week in our Creed we 
speak of Jesus coming again to judge the living and the dead; and we talk 
about looking forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Advent reminds us that there is more to life than what we 
see with our eyes and hear with our ears. A promise of everlasting life is 
on offer. Advent is about maturing slowly, about allowing God’s Spirit to 
form us and mould us so we’re ready for Christ’s coming. 
In Advent, Christians hope. If we celebrate Advent properly then we feel a sense of great 
longing. We find ourselves yearning for Christ to come again and to set up his everlasting 
kingdom where we shall see God face to face and enjoy the unending happiness of heaven. 
Advent hope sustains us amid all the comings and goings of a society intent on having and 
getting, one that mistakes pleasure for joy, consuming for concern and enjoyment for bliss. 
But Christians wait in joyful hope for Christ to return. 
In Advent, Christians recognise their trust and dependence on God. It’s not all down to us. It 
is God who will unlock the gates of heaven for us. Our God will not come to condemn us but 
to set us free since Christ is not a predator but a liberator. Advent encourages us to recognise 
and acknowledge our dependence on God. Will we be around when Christ comes back again 
or will we see God face to face when we die? The chances are the latter. But because we are 
held in the palm of God’s hand we await his coming in joyful hope. And our Advent cry is: 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
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PARISH NEWS 
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today, we bid you welcome.  If this is 
the first time you have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time 
together unites us in God’s love. 
 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  are now posted on the notice board at the back 
of the church. 
 
40 HOURS EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION  40 HOURS EUCHARISTIC 
DEVOTION: So far we have 52 of our 78 time slots covered (66%). Anyone 
interested in participating Please sign their name to the day & time slot/s they would 
like to cover on the schedule provided on the notice board at the back of the church.  
Let us not be afraid to spend an hour with Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe and throw open wide the gates of our hearts to Him.  
The sovereigns and rulers of this earth do not always grant audiences readily; yet the 
King of the Universe, truly present in the Blessed Eucharist – Body & Blood, Soul 
& Divinity awaits and is ready to receive anyone willing to visit him in Eucharistic 
Adoration. 
 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION Parents are asked to view the timetable for 
our Sacramental Preparation Programme 2021/2022 which can be found on the 
parish website http://stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/  Please enter the various 
dates in your diary.  Any queries regarding this, contact the parish office. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES: The Adults’ Party – Fri 10th Dec 7pm-10pm  tickets on 
sale from this W/end. 60 Places only. £10 per ticket. Entertainment & Buffet. If 
Desired – BYOB. 
The Children’s Party – Sun 12th Dec 11.30am- 1pm approx   £5.00 per child 
includes entertainment, soft drinks &snacks. 
Please see Ann Allan After either of our W/end masses for tickets for BOTH parties 
If anyone would like to donate any prizes for our Christmas party Raffle, they will 
be joyfully welcomed and can be given to either Fr. Seán or Ann Allan anytime Prior 
to Party. Any queries to Ann Allan @ 07879 408801.  
 
CHILDRENS LITURGY: A weekly Children’s Liturgy begins at the 10am Sunday 
morning mass this weekend - 1st Sunday of Advent. Depending on numbers we may 
need additional support. If anyone is interested in helping, please speak to Fr. Seán 
or Jacquie George ( under 18s are also welcome as helpers) 
 
ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER  should reach the parish office no later than 12 noon 
each Thursday. 
 
COLLECTIONS  Last weekend's collections amounted to £629.65.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish,  without your contributions the work of God’s 
church would not be possible. 

  



 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading: A reading from the prophet Jeremiah [33:14-16] 
I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David. 
‘See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I am going to 
fulfil the promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: ‘In 
those days and at that time, I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David,  
who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land.  In those days Judah shall 
be saved and Israel shall dwell in confidence. And this is the name the city 
will be called: The Lord-our-integrity. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 24:4-5. 8-9. 10. 14] 
Response: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. 
 
The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. 
 
His ways are faithfulness and love 
for those who keeps his covenant and will. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere 
him;  
to them he reveals his covenant. 

 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians [3:12-4:2]  
May the Lord confirm your hearts in holiness when Christ comes. 
May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one 
another and the whole human race as much as we love you.  And may he so 
confirm your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless in the sight of our 
God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ comes with all his saints. 
Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make 
more and more progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life 
that God wants, as you learnt from us, and as you are already living it.  You 
have not forgotten the instructions we gave you on the authority of the Lord 
Jesus. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [21:25-28.  
34-36] Your liberation is near at hand. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and moon and  
stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and  
its waves; men dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the  
powers of heaven will be shaken.  And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  When these things begin to  
take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near  
at hand.’  ‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with  
debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be  
sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living  
man on the face of the earth.  Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength  
to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the  
Son of Man.’ 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
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