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  BIRDS OF KARNALA 
1. Common name: Indian spot-billed duck 

Scientific name: Anas poecilorhyncha 
Habitat: Freshwater lakes, and marshes  
Food: Aquatic plants and small water insects such as 
snails 

      IUCN Status: Least Concern 
      Interesting facts:  Though Indian spot-billed duck are 

monogamous, they are known to mate with other 
similar species of duck (naturally with mallards) in 
captivity. 

     It builds nest on the dry ground on piles of moss,  grass, 
feathers or vegetation near water. 

 

 
2. Common name: Common Teal 

Scientific name: Anas crecca 
Habitat: Marshes and inland waters that are shallow 
and muddy. 
Food: In Breeding season- Aquatic invertebrates, such 
as crustaceans, insects and their larvae, molluscs and 
worms. In winter- they shift to a largely granivorous 
diet, feeding on seeds of aquatic plants and grasses, 
including sedges and grains. 

      IUCN Status: Least Concern             
Interesting facts: Common Teal feed on shallow 
bodies of water and in flooded fields. They breed in 
dense vegetation along river deltas. They migrate 
through major flyways. During migration they ,look 
for them on shallow wetlands, coastal marshes and 
estuaries for stay."          
These birds rise out of the water as light as a feather 
and fly up almost vertically.  In a flock of ducks, 
Common Teal are often the first to take to take flight 
in case of danger.                                                                         

 

 

3. Common name: Lesser Whistling -duck 

 Scientific name: Dendrocygna javanica 
Habitat: Low land wetland, freshwater lakes, and 
wet paddy fields. 
Food: A nocturnal feeder generally feeds on small fish 
and snails. 

        IUCN Status: Least Concern 
 Interesting facts: The lesser whistling duck 

(Dendrocygna javanica) is named after the two-
toned, whistling call it makes. 
During the breeding season, they nest in pairs, mostly 



reusing the old nests of kites and herons in tree 
hollows, forked branches, or on the ground. 

 
 

 

4. Common name: Red Spurfowl 

Scientific name: Galloperdix spadicea 
Habitat: deciduous scrub, Lantana thickets or scrubby 
bamboo 
Food: Seeds, berries, fruits, especially figs, and various 
invertebrates. 

         IUCN Status: Least Concern 
         Interesting facts- It is a bird of forests and is quite 

secretive and it is endemic to India.                                              
The legs of both males and females have one or two 
spurs, which give them their name. 

                                                   

5. Common name: Grey Junglefowl    

Scientific name: Gallus sonneratii 
Habitat: Inhabit thickets, forest floor covered with 
scrubs and evergreen forests. 
Food: Seeds of bamboo, shoots of grass and crops, 
tubers, figs and berries. Animals eaten include insects 
(e.g. grasshoppers and termites) and even small 
reptiles. 

         IUCN Status: Least Concern 
         Interesting facts: They are endemic to India.          

The grey junglefowl is also the ancestors of the 
domestic chicken. 

 
 

6. Common name: Little Grebe 

Scientific name: Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Habitat: Wetlands, normally small and shallow, 
including small lakes, ponds, and canals. 
Food: Little grebes are carnivores (insectivores, 
piscivores). Their diet consists of insects such as mayfly 
dragonfly, small fish, frogs, insect larvae etc. Feeds 
mainly by diving for 10–25 seconds to a depth of 1 m 
IUCN Status: Least Concern 
 Interesting facts: Little grebes are monogamous 
breeders. This means that males will mate with only 
one female and females will mate with only one 
male.  

Little grebes feed their chicks feathers; this way their 
stomachs won't be damaged by fish bones.  



7. Common name: Spotted Dove 

Scientific name: Streptopelia chinensis 
Habitat: Open areas such as forest openings, fields, 
cultivated areas, vacant lots, or lawns. 
Food: Plants and seeds, green shoots and buds, spilled 
grain, and waste food (scraps, hand-outs). 

   IUCN Status: Least Concern 
 Interesting facts: A Spotted dove produces “pigeon 
milk”. This is produced during the nesting season in the 
crop by special glands, which secrete a thick milky 
substance. Chicks eat this crop milk, by poking their 
bills into their parents’ throats.  

Spotted doves were introduced into Melbourne, 
Australia in the 1860s, spreading since then, often 
replacing native doves. 

8. Common name: Laughing Dove 

Scientific name: Streptopelia senegalensis 
Habitat: Cities and villages with thick hedges 
Food: Eats mainly seeds, as well as small fruit, bulbs 
and insects. 

       IUCN Status: Least Concern 
Interesting facts: They were named for their 
distinctive coo vocalizations that are reminiscent of 
human laughter.                                                                                                     
It forms stable couples that last for a lifetime. 

 

9. Common name: Grey-fronted Green-Pigeon 

Scientific name: Treron affinis 
Habitat: Primary and secondary evergreen and moist 
deciduous forest. 
Food: Fruits, drupes, and berries, and also feed on 
termites 

      IUCN Status: Least Concern 
 Interesting facts: Species is endemic to southern India. 
These species have been split from the pompadour 
green pigeon complex.  

10. Common name: Rock Pigeon 

Scientific name: Columba livia 
Habitat: nest in crevices, caves in rocky seaside cliffs or 
interior uplands, especially near open scrub vegetation 
or human agriculture 
Food: Seeds, fruits, rarely invertebrates 

         IUCN Status: Least Concern 
         Interesting facts: Introduced to North America in the 

early 17th-century by colonists who brought 
domestic pigeons to Atlantic coast settlements. 



Rock Pigeons carried messages for the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps during World War I and II, saving lives 
and providing vital strategic information. 

11. Common name: Nilgiri Wood-Pigeon 

Scientific name: Columba elphinstonii 
Habitat: Moist evergreen forests 
Food: Feeding arboreally on fruits, berries, and buds; 
also descends to the forest floor to take fallen berries 
and snails. 

    IUCN Status: Vulnerable 
    Interesting facts: These pigeon species are endemic to     

Southern India. 

      

 

12. Common name: Asian Emerald Dove 

Scientific name: Chalcophaps indica 
Habitat: A variety of forest types and adjacent 
habitats, including primary rainforest, wet forest, 
mangroves, and teak forest. 
Food: Primarily seeds and fallen fruits, with some 
invertebrates (insects, including termites, and snails) 

     IUCN Status: Least Concern 
     Interesting facts: This emerald dove species is the 

state bird of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu.                                   
Male performs courtship dance by bobbing its head. 

 

 

13. Common name: Yellow -Footed Green Pigeon 

Scientific name: Treron seimundi 
Habitat: Forest, primarily in foothills and mountains 
Food: Frugivorous, reportedly feeding in the canopy 
of tall forest trees. 

   IUCN Status: Least Concern 
   Interesting facts: 05 June 1981 Vietnam relreleased 

circulation Stamp of Yellow-vented Green-pigeon 
face value 1 Vietnamese dong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14. Common name: Jerdon's Nightjar 

Scientific name: Caprimulgus atripennis 
Habitat: Mainly forest, woods and forested country: 
evergreen forest, moist deciduous forest, dry forest, 
and mixed bamboo forest. 
Food: It is a nocturnal bird that mainly feeds on 
insects, especially beetles, moths, and termites. 

    IUCN Status: Least Concern 
     Interesting facts: During the day, Jerdon's Nightjar 

lies silent upon the ground, concealed by its 
plumage; it is then difficult to detect, blending in 
with the soil.                                                           
They are often referred to as goatsuckers, as they 
were once believed to drink a nanny's goat's milk 
during the night (the Latin word for goat-sucker or 
goat-milker is Caprimulgus). 

 

15. Common name: Jungle Nightjar 

Scientific name: Caprimulgus indicus 
Habitat: Mainly forest, woods, in open woodland, 
and deciduous forest. 
Food: A nocturnal bird which feeds on moths, beetles, 
bugs, flying ants, cicadas, grasshoppers, locusts and 
small wasps. 

         IUCN Status: Least Concern 
          Interesting facts: They are mostly active before 

dawn, after dusk and during the night.                                      
The nest is a bare patch on the ground in which two 
eggs are laid. Both parents incubate the eggs for 
about 16 to 17 days. 

 

16. Common name: Asian Palm-Swift 

Scientific name: Cypsiurus balasiensis 
Habitat: It inhabit artificial ecosystems like urban 
areas, agricultural fields, palm plantations. The natural 
ecosystem includes subtropical and tropical mangrove 
vegetation, open woodlands, scrub jungle, and 
deciduous forests. 
Food: The diet of these swift species is mostly flying 
insects. Grasshoppers, moths, crickets, mantises etc. 

            IUCN Status: Least Concern 
Interesting facts: Asian palm- swift prepares its nest 
on fronds of the Palm tree. A flimsy half-cup shaped 
nest is made by gluing together down feathers, plant 
fiber and plant floss with the bird's saliva 

 



 

17. Common name: Little Swift 

Scientific name: Apus affinis 
Habitat: Tropical and subtropical mangrove 
vegetations, tropical and subtropical dry grasslands, 
tropical and subtropical moist lowland forests. 
Food: Flying insects, aeroplankton (or aerial 
plankton), flies, airborne spiders, moths, butterflies, 
flying termites and ants, dragonflies, locust, cicadas, 
grasshoppers, crickets and mantises. 

     IUCN Status: Least Concern 
Interesting facts: They are exceptionally agile in 
flight and drink by skimming the water surface while 
flying.                                                                 
The hatchlings are fed with food balls, a mass of 
insects bound together by saliva           

                              

18. Common name: Alpine Swift 

  Scientific name: Apus melba 
                                                               Habitat: Tropical and subtropical mangrove 

vegetations, tropical and subtropical dry 
grasslands, tropical and subtropical moist lowland 
forests.                                                                             
Food: Flying insects, aeroplankton (or aerial 
plankton), flies, airborne spiders, moths, 
butterflies, flying termites and ants, dragonflies, 
locust, cicadas, grasshoppers, crickets, and 
mantises.                                                                                                           
IUCN Status: Least Concern 

Interesting facts: The Alpine swift comes from the 
family Apodidae, which is ancient Greek for 
‘without feet’, due to the fact that these birds have 
extremely short legs and small feet which are   

    almost impossible to see when the bird is in flight 

 
 

19. Common name: Southeren Coucal 

Scientific name: Centropus sinensis 
Habitat: Secondary forest, tall grassland, thickets, 
bamboo, scrub near cultivation, paddy fields, cover 
near streams and swamps, and mangroves, 
Food: Small mammals (mice, hedgehog), lizards, 
snakes, frogs; insects (caterpillars, grasshoppers, 
katydids, beetles, larvae of rhinoceros beetles); also 
centipedes, scorpions, spiders, crabs, snails, slugs, eggs 
and nestlings of small birds, fruits and seeds. 

    IUCN Status: Least Concern 



Interesting facts: The Greater is often called 
Bhardwaj in Hindu on the name of saint Bhardwaj. 
The greater coucal is a bird that makes deep 
resonant calls to the other birds which bring good 
omen in many parts of its range. Seeing greater 
coucal is known as a good omen for Hindus.              
As part of the courtship display the male coucal 
offers food to female. 

 

20.  Common name: Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo 

Scientific name: Surniculus lugubris 
Habitat: Forests (including semi-evergreen, swamp 
and riparian forests, tropical and subtropical 
mangrove forests. 
Food: Feeds mostly on insects such as caterpillars, 
beetles, swarming termites and ants, spiders, 
grasshoppers, cicadas, and locusts                                                     
IUCN Status: Least Concern 
Interesting facts: These square-tailed cuckoos are 
brood parasites, laying eggs in the nest of other birds 
and rely on the host to raise their young. The hosts 
are small babblers.                                                       
The square-tailed drongo-cuckoo species are partially 
migratory birds. 

 

21. Common name: Common Hawk-cuckoo 

Scientific name: Hierococcyx varius 
Habitat: Evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, 
wooded hillsides, deciduous hill forests, partly 
cultivated farmlands. 
Food: Feeds mainly on caterpillars, moths, 
grasshoppers, locusts, cicadas, winged ants and 
termites, fruits, fig, berries and lizards. 

    IUCN Status: Least Concern 
    Interesting facts: It is popularly known as the Brain 

fever bird due to its call. The resemblance to hawks 
gives this group the generic name of hawk-cuckoo 
and like many other cuckoos these are brood 
parasites, laying their eggs in nests of babblers and 
laughing-thrushes with the chicks brought up by the 
foster parents. 

 

 

 

 



22. Common name: Banded Bay Cuckoo 

Scientific name: Cacomantis sonneratii 
Habitat: Open or dense broadleaf forest, deciduous 
and evergreen, forest edge, secondary scrub, 
cultivated lands. 
Food: Feeds mostly on insects like caterpillars, 
dragonflies, mantises, grasshoppers, and beetles are 
their primary food. 

      IUCN Status: Least Concern 
      Interesting facts: Males sing from exposed branches 

during the breeding season, which can vary with 
region. 

 

23. Common name: Asian Koel 

Scientific name: Eudynamys scolopaceus 
Habitat: Tropical moist lowland forests, foothill 
forests, deciduous forests, subtropical and tropical dry 
shrublands, open woodlands, dense broadleaf forests, 
evergreen forests. 
Food: Asian koels are omnivores and consume a 
variety of insects, caterpillars, eggs, and small 
vertebrates. Adults, however, feed mainly on fruit.                                                    
IUCN Status: Least Concern 

      Interesting facts: They are brood parasites, laying 
eggs in the nest of other birds and relying on the host 
to raise their young.  

                                                            Asian koels are especially important in the dispersal 
of the seeds of sandalwood tree in India. 

 

24. Common name: Painted Stork 

Scientific name: Mycteria leucocephala 
Habitat: Shallow freshwater at a diversity of wetland 
types, such as lakes, grassy marshland, jheels, 
riverbanks and paddy fields. 
Food: Indian Tilapia fish, frogs, reptiles, crustaceans 
and insects. 

      IUCN Status:  Near Threatened 
      Interesting facts: The legs Painted storks are 

yellowish to red in color but often appear white due 
to their habit of defecating on their legs, especially 
when at rest.  

                                                            Nesting colonies of Painted storks are so large that 
they may contain up to 100 nests. 

 

 



25. Common name: Asian Openbill 

Scientific name: Anastomus oscitans 
Habitat: Lakes, jheels, canals, rivers, marshes and 
occasionally mudflats; paddy fields 
Food: Apple snails, Bird with snail (Pila); occasionally 
other small aquatic animals, such as frogs, crabs and 
large insects. 

         IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
         Interesting facts: The name is derived from the 

distinctive gap formed between the recurved lower 
and arched upper mandible of the beak in adult 
birds. Young birds do not have this gap. 

 

26. Common name: Indian Pond-Heron 

Scientific name: Ardeola grayii 
Habitat: Ponds, pools, marshes, rivers, streams, tidal 
flats, flooded grasslands, paddy fields, canals and 
ditche 
Food: Feed on fish, frogs, crustaceans, insects and 
small reptiles. 

       IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
       Interesting facts: The habit of standing still and 

flushing only at the last moment has led to 
widespread folk beliefs that they are semi-blind. 

                                                              In Sri Lanka the bird is called kana koka which 
translates as "half-blind heron" in the Sinhala 
language. The phrase "bagla bhagat" has been used 
to describe a "wolf in sheep's clothing" or a heron 
appearing like a meditating saint. 

 

27. Common name: Cattle Egret 

 Scientific name: Bubulcus ibis 
 Habitat: Mostly near marsh, and dredge-material 
islands; periphery and islands in reservoirs, lakes, 
quarries, and wetlands; swamps; riparian and upland 
woodlands and groves, with and without understory. 
 Food: Mostly grasshoppers, crickets, spiders, flies, 
frogs, and noctuid moths and fish. 

        IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
Interesting facts: The Cattle Egret's Arabic name, 
‘Abu Qerdan’, means “father of ticks” and refers to 
the abundance of ticks in Egyptian heronries.  

 



Derivation of the scientific name: Bubulcus from 
Latin “belonging to cattle” and ibis from Greek 
referring to its slightly decurved bill like that of ibis. 

 

28.  Common name: Great Egret 

 Scientific name: Ardea alba 
 Habitat: Along streams, lakes, saltwater and 
freshwater marshes, muddy areas, and ponds. 
 Food: Fish, frogs, small reptiles, small birds, rodents, 
insects, crustaceans, and molluscs.     

                    IUCN Status:        Least Concern 
Interesting facts: The bird has a notable kink of its 
neck, curving the necks into an "S" shape when 
flying.                                                                                 

During the breeding season, these birds grow long, 
lacy-shaped feathers known as "aigrettes”, stretching 
them in an impressive display. 

 

29. Common name: Little Egret 

 Scientific name: Egretta garzetta 
 
 Habitat: Shallow, fresh, brackish, and saline water 
bodies such as ponds, lakes, streams, marshes, 
swamps, irrigation canals, pools, flooded grasslands, 
lagoons, paddy fields. 

 Food: Fish, frogs, small reptiles, small birds, rodents, 
insects, crustaceans, and mollusks. 

                 IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
Interesting facts: They are diurnal birds and feed 
mainly in the early morning and in the late 
afternoon. 

Once the plumes of the Little egret were in great 
demand for decorating hats; in the 19th century, it 
became a major craze the plumes became more 
valuable than gold. 

 

30. Common name: Western Reef-Heron 

 Scientific name: Egretta gularis 
 Habitat: Inhabits estuaries, mudflats, marshes, tidal 
flats, creeks, lagoons, rocky shores, sandy shores, 
reefs, mangroves, rocky cliffs, and islets. 

 Food: Fish, insects, grubs, and earthworms. 
 IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
Interesting facts: Adults usually shade their babies in 
the warmer hours of the day. 



This rather looks likes the Little Egret, but is different 
in having two color phases; one is pure white, and 
the other is slaty grey with a white patch on the 
throat. 

 

31. Common name: Black-crowned Night-Heron 

 Scientific name: Nycticorax nycticorax 
 Habitat: Inhabits forested margins of ponds, lakes, 
streams, creeks, lagoons, marshes, and mangroves. 

 Food: Feeds on fish, crustaceans, molluscs, leeches, 
frogs, reptiles, small birds, small mammals, and 
insects. 

         IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
         Interesting facts: The species is susceptible to avian 

influenza.  

         Pesticide use in agriculture is affecting the breeding 
success. 

 

 

 
32.  Common name: Red-naped Ibis 

 Scientific name: Pseudibis papillosa 
 Habitat: Dry grassy areas, meadows, cultivated or 
fallow land and fields of stubble, often far from 
wetlands; also sandy banks of rivers and swamps, 

 Food: Aquatic insects, mollusks, frogs, and food sifted 
from the water surface. 

        IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
        Interesting facts: An adult bird was once observed in 

a peculiar and mysterious behavior: while on the 
nest, it would grab a stick in its bill and make a 
rapid back-and-forth motion with the head, like a 
sewing machine's needle.                                     
The significance of this behavior is completely 
unknown. 

33.  Common name: Glossy Ibis 

 Scientific name: Plegadis falcinellus 
 Habitat: Inhabit shallow lakes, swamps, lagoons, 
ponds, rivers, floodplains, wet meadows and rice 
fields. 

 Food: Feeds on fish, amphibians, lizards, small snakes, 
insects, molluscs, and crustaceans. 

                  IUCN Status:  Least Concern 
                  Interesting facts: The scientific name of the Glossy 

ibis comes from Ancient Greek ‘plegados’ and Latin, 
‘falcis’, both meaning "sickle" and referring to its 



 

Work in progress …..  

 


