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BRANCHLINE DEADLINES 

Month Feb 2021 Saturday 20th  

Month March 2021 Saturday 6th 

Month April 2021 Saturday 10th 

The views and opinions expressed by 

contributors in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the Australian Model 

Railway Association WA Inc.  

PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

Hi Everyone, 

Just when you thought we could return back to as close to normal as possible. It only took one person to 

change the arrangements of lots of things. 

I have taken the action with the support of the committee to follow the governments ruling to close our 

club-rooms as they are not considered essential services for the duration of the lockdown and include the 

Friday evening meeting and Saturday afternoon meeting so that we are confident we are doing the right 

thing by our members. 

We the committee want it to be as safe as possible for you to come to the club-rooms. 

Before all the upheaval this week I would have been letting you know that the “First Month of the Month” 

meetings were starting. The S Scale meetings on the second Monday of the month will be continuing and 

we are looking at when we can recommence the “All things Electrical” meetings. 

Best case scenario is that only this weeks meetings have  been cancelled. So as of next week will continue 

with the programme as in the Calendar later in Branchline. 

What this week has shown us I feel is that the situation is still very precarious and we all need to be 

careful. 

If any of our members have been anywhere near the areas that have been flagged. Please make sure you let 

the authorities know and I would appreciate an email to myself so I and the committee can be kept 

informed of any possibilities that may occur. 

Having said all that. Last Saturday evening we had our first Club BBQ for sometime and it was well 

attended with all the members and their better halves enjoying a good atmosphere and there was certainly 

lots of conversations. I am sure everyone enjoyed themselves and a comment to me was “there was no 

model railway discussions and everyone could join in”. 

Work in the club-rooms has been going on and plans for improvements around the club-rooms are also 

progressing. 

I hope you will be able to continue doing model railways as soon as possible (next week). 

John Maker 
Member Number: 5625 
AMRA WA 
President  



 

3 

SCRIBE’S QUILL  

Greetings,  

Due to technical problems this edition is a little late and we do apologise.  

 

So here we are again and it’s Goodbye to 2020 and Welcome to 2021. Let us hope that it will be a better 

year. 

The Clubrooms have been a hive of activity since Christmas with lots of work being done on the layouts 

with the next Exhibition in mind. 

We are staying positive and going ahead with preparations for the 2021 Exhibition.  

Numbers attending on Saturday are in excess of 30 and it is quite busy, and it is encouraging to see that we 

have had quite a number of new members joining. 

The Club seems to be ticking along rather nicely with everyone adhering to the rules. Quite a number of 

members are using the WA Safe App and logging in at the door with their phones. 

Moojebing Market has been going ahead extremely well with John Martin getting lots of stock moving. 

Well done John! 

 

Lynn Nicholls  
Branchline Editor 
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A Communication from the Lord 
In the May/April 2012 Branchline appeared a railway quiz, divided into the two sections, these being  

‘British’ and ‘Overseas’. Thus, Australian railways appeared in the latter section. 

Subsequently we were honoured to receive and to print in the June/July edition a letter from Lord 

Lambton, the first ever communication our club has been privileged to receive from such an esteemed 

personage. His Lordship commended both the quiz and its author, and outlined reasons for the 

appropriateness of the section headings. 

For the edification of newer members, it is reprinted below in full.  

 
Bintree Manor 
Guist 
Norfolk NR20 
ENGLAND 
 

Editor 

“Branchline” 

 

In my recent travels through your insect ridden state, I chanced across your flimsy publication, the quality 

of which will no doubt be temporarily enhanced by the inclusion of this communication. After suffering 

pages of nonsensical irrelevancies, I was delighted to come upon a Railway Quiz prepared by one Ronald 

Fryer, a gentleman of obvious English heritage. 

This quiz demanded knowledge of British railway history; rightly so, Britain being the birthplace of rail, 

world leader in transport technology and centre of modern civilisation.  

I trust British Rail History, British Monarchy, British Government, British Geography and British 

Colonization are core fields of study in your higher learning institutions. Given the malformed utterances 

and penmanship of your country’s convict progeny, instruction in the English language would also not be 

amiss. 

I do wish to commend the astute division of the quiz into “British” and “Overseas”. As Einstein’s concept 

of relativity has now debunked Copernicus’s misconceptions, we British continue in the belief that 

England is the centre of the universe and that the stars and solar system do indeed revolve around us. 

While “Overseas” may confuse the unwashed of our former colony, it is uplifting to find an enlightened 

soul in such an intellectual desert. 
Lord Lambton 

Lambton 

Some facts pertaining to the above: 
1. Bintree Manor was sold recently for 1.55 million pounds. Contents were included in the sale price. 

2. Lord Lambton, then Royal Airforce Minister, resigned from Parliament following the publication of a 

photograph in the ‘News of the World’ showing His Lordship in bed with two prostitutes while smoking 

cannabis. He stated that “energetic gardening and debauchery” soothed his anguish caused by persons 

failing to address him as ‘Lord’. 

3. The style of writing is indicative of the peerage’s attitude to its former colonies. While some may 

perceive four insults in the first paragraph, two in the second and two in the third, perhaps the author’s 

intention may have been descriptive rather than offensive. 

4. Some members expressed doubt as to the authorship of this missive. Intuitively it seems, for the Lord 

being engaged in other energetic pursuits (e.g. gardening), the burden of penning this response fell upon 

me. So, I trust this confession sets the record straight. 

D. Menace 

AMRA WA 
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MEETING INFORMATION 

Between 

1st February 2021 

And 

10th of March 2021 

Monday - 1st of February 2021, 2000 - 2230 - Cancelled 

Tuesday - 2nd of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 - Cancelled 

Friday - 5th of February 2021, 1900 - 2200 - Cancelled 

Saturday - 6th of February 2021, 1300 - 1700 - Cancelled 

Monday - 8th of February 2021, 1930 - 2230 - Cancelled 

Tuesday - 9th of February 2021, 1000 - 1700 - Cancelled 

Thursday - 11th of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 - Cancelled 

Friday - 12th of February 2021, 1900 - 2200 - Cancelled 

Saturday - 13th of February 2021, 1300 - 1700 - Cancelled 

Tuesday - 16th of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 

Thursday - 18th of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 

Friday - 19th of February 2021, 1900 - 2200 

Saturday - 20th of February 2021, 1300 - 1700 

Tuesday - 23rd of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 

Thursday - 25th of February 2021, 1000 - 1500 

Friday - 26th of February 2021, 1900 - 2200 

Saturday - 27th of February 2021, 1300 - 1700 

Monday - 1st of March 2021, 2000 - 2230 

Tuesday - 2nd of March 2021, 1000 - 1500 

Friday - 5th of March 2021, 1900 - 2200 

Saturday - 6th of March 2021, 1300 - 1700 

Monday - 8th of March 2021, 1930 - 2230 

Tuesday - 9th of March 2021, 1000 - 1700 
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A while ago a member suggested it would be good to have a letters section. 

So with this in mind it has been decided to try this suggestion.  

The section will be known as “BLASTPIPE” 

Any member wanting to submit a letter to the Editor may do so.  

Every effort will be made to include members letters provided that they are kept fairly brief and are not in 

any way inflammatory or derogatory. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit any undesirable comments. 

BLASTPIPE 

NOTICE REGARDING RECYCLING 

There are recycling bins at the side of the clubrooms which are labelled appropriately. 

Bottles and Cans minus their lids and caps. 

Ordinary recyclable items - boxes, cardboard , paper etc. 

Kitchen Waste 

 

It would be much appreciated if when placing discarded items to only place bottles and cans 

minus their lids into the small green bin 

A couple of weeks back the person who emptied the recycle bin reported that there was 

kitchen waste in with the bottles and cans Therefore when it was tipped up the unfortunate 

person had to pick through the rubbish and remove the kitchen waste. 

Please be sure to only place the appropriate items in each bin.! 

Christmas Train 

Mandurah Fore-

shore  

Photo Courtesy of 

John Krokosz 
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CONDITIONS OF ENTRY OF SALES THROUGH MOOJEBING MARKET 

 

1. Vendors MUST be a financial member of the AMRA WA to lodge items for sale. 

2. Vendors are REQUIRED to set the sale price for the item/s and PROVIDE member 

number, contact details (phone or e-mail) and bank account details to the Moojebing 

Market Manager. NO Cheques or Cash will change hands following sale of item/s. 

3. Vendors will be provided with a receipt for all items.  AMRA WA will take 

responsibility for the security of all items whilst in the Moojebing Market. 

4. AMRA WA will take 10% of each items sales price as commission. 

5. Item(s) will be displayed in the Market at the vendor’s nominated price for 6 months 

6. After 6 months vendors can decide to reduce the price or retrieve unsold item/s 

7. After 12 months, the Moojebing Market Manager has the authority to FURTHER reduce 

the price of unsold item(s) as he sees fit by up to 50% in consultation with the vendor. 

8. After 18 months, unsold items MUST be retrieved by the vendor. 

9. The sale price of donated items is at the discretion of the Moojebing Market Manager. 



 

8 

Prototype Bluetooth Wireless Train Controller for DC Locomotives 
I have been known from time to time to surf the internet to look for model train videos and electronic 

articles that peek my interest and being an avid user of the Banggood supply site and the fact that I have 

purchased a lot of electronic control boards that I have used in many of my projects. It was on one of my 

Banggood fishing trips when I came across the L298N Dual H Bridge Stepper Motor Driver Board 

because one of my future projects was to be a cheap (Cheapish) turntable. And it was with this in mind 

that I formulate the idea of a stepper motor controlled by an Arduino and that was controlled via my Pad 

or Phone. 

And like most good ideas in my mind, it disappeared when looking at a Russian YouTube site about 

controlling a model train via an Arduino and a L298N stepper motor controller. 

The only problem (As well as not speaking or reading Russian) was that the circuit used a propriety circuit 

board URB - Arduino I2C Networking that only appears to be available in Russia (So bit of a problem 

there then) but watching the video’s I realised that the circuit could be stripped to its bare essentials and 

did not need all the extra integrated chips. We were not controlling turnouts or signals. So trolling through 

lots of his videos I found the basic design drawings. So all I had to do was modify and strip down the 

circuit and add a 5 Volt regulator to feed the Arduino. 

The site where I gained most of my information but not all, Was from Steve Massikker YouTube site 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5h1JCYx1zT4qAatREE19jw 9s Warning most of it is in Russian. 

However since then he now has a new site at https://arduinorailwaycontrol.com/app_lite.html where you 

can get the Arduino Sketch and the Arduino Train Junior Lite app for your phone or pad. Or Google Play 

Store online apps also have the App. 

Having built the prototype controller on a piece of plywood I then needed to programme the Arduino 

Controller Chip with its software and this software is called a sketch. 

I had programmed an Arduino before and was familiar with the programme language but this was a whole 

new game as it was the longest sketch I had ever wrote only to find that on the Addfruit site there is a huge 

range of sketch software already written at https://www.adafruit.com/ and they were free (My kind of 

Price). 

So I uploaded one of their sketches and managed to get the Train controller running but I later found a 

sketch on Steve Massikker site that needed very little modifications to make the Bluetooth controller bullet 

proof. 

The sketch is uploaded into the Arduino via a USB cable from a computer via the Arduino software called 

Arduino IDE which is free from the Arduino site -https://www.arduino.cc/en/main/software and the 

instructions are for installation on your computer 

All that was required was the Android application for your Pad or Phone and this was available from 

Google Play Store online apps and there are hundreds to choose from 

The one I chose was Arduino Train Junior because it was free but it did not have all the bells and whistles 

that some of the other apps have and that’s because, they want $30 -$60 dollars for the full Monty apps. 

However, I must remind you that a commercial Bluetooth Train controller is in the order of $250.00 to 

$300.00 price range. 

So can we now do better? Yes we can. 

For approximately the same money you can use the full potential of the motor driver module L298N 

because it has two channels. You can run two tracks from the same module at 1 Amp per track at 12 volts 

DC or one track at 2 Amps 12 Volts DC2 if the two outputs are combined. 

I have both software for the single and double track (Sketch) and it can be obtained from me or I can burn 

it onto your Arduino UNO or Nano for you and this brings me to the option of maybe a Bluetooth project 

night or day. Where members can build a unit for themselves. 

https://www.adafruit.com/
https://www.arduino.cc/en/main/software
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The above circuit is shown using the Arduino Nano but you could also use the UNO. 

The circuit for the twin track controller is shown below. 
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So where do we go from here well a nice box with some flashing lights on to keep everyone amused while 

we are in Covid-19 Lock Down and that should finish it off? 

Circuit diagrams are available from Steve Massikker Russian site which is now available in English at 

https://arduinorailwaycontrol.com/ this is a modified version of Steve’s circuit diagram with the inclusion 

of a voltage regulator. 

Below is the prototype board I built the original unit on. 

The sketch for the Arduino is available from Steve’s site https://arduinorailwaycontrol.com/ But there has 

been a lot of talk on the internet about Hornby bringing out a Bluetooth controller for $60.00 but you will 

need a 12 volt wall wart transformer on top of that price and that unit will work from your pad or phone. 

So you can see where the hobby is going, it’s just a bit of a change from the 50 year old H&M Duette.  

Listed below are the parts that are required to build the Bluetooth Controller. 

Prototype Bluetooth Wireless Train Controller Version No1 

Geekcreit L298N Dual H Bridge Stepper Motor Driver Board for 

Arduino AU$2.23 

Geekcreit HC-06 Wireless Bluetooth Transceiver RF Main 

Module... AU$5.95  

Geekcreit 5A XL4005 DC-DC Adjustable Step down Module 

Power... AU$2.81  

NANO IO Shield Expansion Board + Nano V3 Improved 

Version No... AU$7.45*  

Geekcreit UNO R3 ATmega328P Development Board for 

Arduino No Cable AU$4.03* 

Arduino Sketch Software (free) this is the software that runs the 

project 

 

 

 

Android Train Controller App (free)  

*Only Nano or a UNO needed for this Project not both: 

The total build price for the project was $20.00 Australian Dollars. 

However all parts were from China with delivery dates in excess of 2 months.  

Best Regards Bill Pickering member 8153 

https://arduinorailwaycontrol.com/
https://arduinorailwaycontrol.com/
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Oh no it’s time to do some track and wheel cleaning 

Well over the last month due to the lockdown we have swept the yard trimmed the trees cut the lawns and 

repaired any and everything you have been putting off for years. 

But there is one job I have been putting off for over six months and it is with lots of time on my hands that 

I thought I would give the layout a bit of a run, well as you know doubt will beware, locomotives don’t 

run all that well on dirty track and with dirty wheels. 

I always find it a bit of a chore with all the items on the layout but the work has to be done so with that in 

mind I broke out the track rubbers (three types) and some isopropyl only to find I had only a few drops of 

it left and the usual sources had all dried up so to speak. 

And a trip to the local Altronics, Jaycars and the Chemist came up with big fat Zero. 

And I did not want to put hand sanitizer on the track, so I looked around for something else that would not 

damage the plastic components on the layout and it looks like I may have found the answer and it’s called 

T3061 Contact Cleaning Lube from Altronics and it cost me $10 for 175g but it’s a lot safer than 

Isopropyl, Mentholated Sprit or heaven forbid Acetone. 

So after trialling all the above I tried the T3061 Contact Cleaning Lube on about a two metre length of 

track that I had not cleaned for over six months and you would not believe the outcome. The track was 

super clean with only one pass of the home made cleaning pad made from a cut up pieces of a Coles $2 

scourers’ for a six pack. These appear to be a heavy grade felt on one side and sponge foam on the other 

and the combination works really well when you spray a little Contact Cleaning Lube onto the foam side 

of the pad. 

As you can see on the top pad the foam was a magnet to the dirt and grime and then a quick rubdown with 

the felt side of the pad and the track was shining like new and the Contact Cleaning Lube had left a thin 

conductive film on the rails that helps protect them from oxidization. So now it was time to clean the 

locomotive wheels and the normal method I use is to hold a nine volt battery to a pair of the wheels and 

then use cotton buds dipped in Isopropyl to clean the turning wheels but in this case I used the Contact 

Cleaning Lube. 

And again the outcome was that the wheels were now super clean. 
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As I find it difficult to hold the battery in one hand and then hold the cotton buds in the other hand (an 

awkward balancing act), I made up this tool (above right) from a piece of Peco track, long enough to span 

two or three wheel sets and zip tided a nine volt battery to the back and then you can comfortably hold it 

in your hand. 

Parts: Altronics PO455 9V Battery snap clip. T3061 Contact Cleaning Lube 

Coles: Cole’s $2 scourers and cotton buds. & 9 volt battery 

Best Regards Bill Pickering member 8153 
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S scale Special Interest Group Meeting January 2021  

Twenty-six enthusiastic AMRA WA members’ names and details were recorded on the Covid roll at the 

January 2021 meeting of the S scale special interest group. It was the 372nd meeting of the group which has 

been held on a monthly basis since January 1990. 

The doors opened prior to 1930 and following the informal “meet and greet” session the meeting began 

with the ringing of the AMRA bell. Graham Watson declared the meeting open at the slightly earlier time 

of 2005. 

Apologies were received from Ray Cooper and Doug Firth. Graham also welcomed the return of Chris 

Maloney to WA.  Chris was a member of the group prior to joining the Army and has been attending the 

Zoom meetings of the group during the Covid lock-down in WA in 2020. Chris says its great to be back in 

WA. 

AMRA WA President, John Maker who is now also the editor of the ASnM Magazine, reported that most 

of the members of the group would have received their copy of the 101st edition of the magazine by now.  

All reports are that it continues to be a quality journal with the usual contributions of 28 pages of 

interesting articles and photos from a range of S scale modellers from Queensland to WA, and places 

between.  Speaking in his capacity as President, John invited all members to attend the Club’s Saturday 

BBQ in February which is billed as a BYO everything. and March which will be a BYO drinks, while 

bread rolls, sausages and salads will be supplied by the club. 

Graham mentioned that there was some of the photo missing on the photo of W919 in the ASnM 

magazine. To the railway modeller the photo is indeed worth a thousand words, but several photos of 

W919 can be seen by typing W919 into the Search slot on the Rail Heritage WA website.  

Neil Blinco reported on the new Wifi Trax electronic device which facilitates the use of mobile phones to 

run trains on layouts operated using the NCE Power Cab and Pro Cab DCC units. The cost of the device is 

$150 and is available from HobbyTech in Myaree. The device enables the use of either Apple and Android 

free downloadable Apps on your mobile phone but phones need to be kept well charged to ensure no 

damage to loco motors or decoders occurs. The unit has been fitted to the Swan View layout and a set of 

instructions are nearby the layout. 

Murray Hartzer reported that he has not been particularly well lately but he understands that progress is 

being made on the East Guildford Exhibition layout due to the hard work of a number of S scale Group 

members. 

Graham Watson showed the Railwest version of the long ACL passenger coach, in particular the underside 

detail which has been fitted by Lynton Englund. 
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Ally Kelly showed the Desktop X class loco pen and pencil holder which incorporates the distinctive cab 

of an X class loco built by John Gaspari. John who resides in Albany, WA is a well known and meticulous 

modeller of the WAGR in a larger scale. Alison also showed three very nice examples of the 3D printed 

models of the fifteen WAGR XM ballast hopper wagons produced by Richard Stallard’s Marbellup 

Models. 

Niels Kroyer who continues to model both the WAGR in S scale as well as the railways of Denmark in 

HO, showed his nicely assembled Railwest model of an EA cool van Kit which is presently un-painted. 

Discussion arose regarding the most appropriate colour of undercoat suitable for a white van. General 

consensus appeared to be that a white undercoat was the most appropriate base for a vehicle which is to be 

painted white. A grey undercoat, for example, tends to dull the effect of the white top coat. 

Stuart Mackay who was unable to attend the December meeting, showed a few of his “many favourite 

models” which was the “bring and show” topic at that meeting. They included an ADX railcar from a 

vacuum-formed body and a fabricated ADA trailer in Styrene, a WAGR bogie cement hopper from a kit 

by the late Gary Gray and a rake of diminutive 3D printed AI 4-wheel coaches and a ZP guards van from 

Peter Edwards’ stable and which was hauled by a very nice scratch-built WAGR A class locomotive built 

by Lynton Englund as a small batch of these great little locos in the 1990s.  

 

Peter Edwards showed a J class tank wagon he made using his 3D printing skills, as well as ladders to suit 

the wagon and wheels printed, as more of an experiment, as we use metal wheels on our models. Peter 

explained that he used a photo of the wagon prototype with its wooden tank and the aid of a scratch-built 

model produced by Doug Firth which Doug generously loaned to Peter for the project. A terrific talk 

showing the amazing technology of 3D printing and it application for modelling the vehicles of the S scale 

modelling fraternity. Images on the next page. 
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Paul Tranter, who models both the 3’6”railways of WA and SA showed a framed photo of a magnificent 

SA 520 class which he happily purchased from Moojebing Market recently. Paul also showed a recent 

copy of the Australian Railway History magazine which has an article of WAGR interest.  Paul also 

showed an assembled HO kit of a Railway building by European Bachman.  He also showed an adaptor 

with a switch which makes a 9v battery into a handy little LED torch. Paul jokingly quipped that he found 

them at the Australia Post Shop, not an Aldi store! 

Peter Edwards, J class tank wagon 

Paul’s scratch built stone South  

Australian Station Building  
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Chris Maloney showed how his newly acquired laser-cutter was used to make very nice Railway logos, 

name and number plates on wooden cutting boards. (See photo below) 

Lynton Englund showed two of his challenging little locomotives which were a models of the Baldwin Kia

-Ora and an ST1 shunting tractor. Lynton enjoys a challenge.  He joked that he built them when his hair 

was not the [distinguished] shade of grey that it is today. 

Neil Blinco showed some of his favourite models which included a scratch-built WAGR V class, one of 

his own DD kit-built locomotives and one of his amazing scratch-built AT suburban carriages. Neil also 

showed a finished and very nice 3D printed Westrail Models model of a MRWA F class #44 DE 

locomotive with the post-1964 WAGR crest on the front, but still in a version of the MRWA red and white 

livery. Neil used SMS white and Insignia Red paint which looked terrific but he said any touch up was 

problematic as patching tended to re-activate the original air-brushed paint.  His most recent thought 

seemed to be that he probably would not use that paint in the future. 



 

17 

Following the Bring and show we were treated to see the second batch of WAGR slides, the first batch of 

which were shown at the December meeting. The slides showed a range of interesting photos of railway 

scenes in the 20th century and included images of locomotives, locations, structures, signals, bridges, wash

-aways and accidents. Unfortunately space and time precludes any further description but there may be an 

opportunity to see the slides again if demand requires it. 

We hope to see as many of you as possible at the next S scale meeting on the 8th February.. We meet on 

the second Monday of every month of the year so do come along if you are interested in modelling the 

3’6”railways of Australia in S scale. The doors open at 7.30pm and the formal part of the meeting begins 

with the ringing of the AMRA WA bell at 8.05pm or soon after. 


