
    
 

Artist Brief - Cultures In Common Around Edgbaston Reservoir 

Brief outline of the project 
‘Cultures in Common’ aims to celebrate the many cultures, identities and stories of the 

people living around or visiting Edgbaston Reservoir.  

The project focuses on Edgbaston Reservoir with workshop venues and groups located in 

surrounding neighbourhoods. Many participants will have their own relationship to the 

reservoir as a place for exercise, relaxation, recreation, connection to nature, and a social 

space for families and friends. 

Each participating group will work with an artist for three half day workshop sessions to co-

create something that celebrates the communities of the reservoir’s neighbours and visitors.  

On Sunday 17th July 12pm- 4pm there will be a celebration event for the project that will 

include a sharing of the work created by participants through a procession around the 

reservoir and exhibitions of work in gazebos in the Playing Field (Birmingham Settlement’s 

Red Shed off Selwyn Road). 

The focal point of the event, and the start/finish of the procession will be located on the 

Playing Field adjoining the Reservoir. There will be family activities, food and refreshments 

available and creations from the project exhibited. We will encourage people to bring a picnic 

and spend the afternoon enjoying the event with family and friends. 

‘Cultures in Common’ is closely aligned to the Commonwealth Games Festival (March -Sept 

2022) and additionally forms a stop on a No 11 bus route arts trail organised by Birmingham 

Local Arts Forums/No 11 Arts in June/July 2022. 

This project has been initiated by ERCO (Edgbaston Reservoir For All) and Artscoop Central 

and is produced by Curiosity Productions with support from Bertz Associates.  

Who we are looking for 

We are looking for artists working in any artform to work with local community groups to co-

create something that celebrates the reservoir and the people who live around it and 

regularly visit.  

It is possible that we may commission an artist to work with more than one group. 

The artists will need to: 

• Be committed to co-creation practice with a collaborative approach to community 

engaged work. 

• Have experience of working with participants who would not call themselves ‘artists’. 

• Have a project approach that will result in something that can be shared within the 

event and procession on 17th July, either exhibited within a gazebo, as part of a trail 

around the reservoir or as part of the procession. 

• Have a DBS on the update service or be prepared to carry out a DBS check before 

commencing this project. 

https://www.edgbastonreservoir.co/home
https://artscoopcentral.co.uk/
https://curiosityproductions.co.uk/
https://www.bertzassociates.net/


 

We are particularly interested in hearing form artists who are based in the local areas around 

Edgbaston Reservoir in Birmingham, including Ladywood, Balsall Heath, Harborne and 

Edgbaston.  

We are also particularly interested in hearing from artists who identify as a person of African, 

Caribbean or Latinx heritage, South Asian, East Asian, or South East Asian heritage or 

Middle Eastern heritage, and people who identify as deaf, disabled or neurodivergent, and 

people who identify as LGBTQI+. 

Time frame 

29th April 5pm - Application deadline 

3rd – 13th May – Artists matched to groups 

16th May – 15th July - project delivery (details agreed with participants and project team) 

16th July – Event set-up 

Sunday 17th July – Cultures In Common Celebration event 

Fees 

£625 per group to include VAT, expenses and planning. 

Expected delivery for this fee is 3 x half day workshops with a group and attendance at the 

event on Sunday 17th July to install or support performance of the workshop outcomes with 

the group. 

There is a materials budget available of up to £180 per group, please indicate your estimate 

for materials costs in your proposal. 

How to apply 

Please send your CV and a short cover letter or a film or audio file of no more than 5 
minutes outlining how your work and practice fits with our project. Please state: 
 

• Why you would like to work on this project with us 
• Information about your artistic practice (this could include links to images, film, 

audio etc) 
• What approach you will take to this commission 
• How your approach to making work is collaborative 
• What experience you have of working with community participants, ideally with a 

co-creation approach. 
• If there is a specific group or groups that you would particularly like to work with 

in the local area, and why. 
• If you have specific expereince working with a particular target group – e.g. 

children, older people or disabled people. 
• Let us know if you have a DBS registered on the update service 
• Let us know how much your estimated budget for materials will be per group. 
• Let us know how many groups you could have capacity to deliver to within the 

timeframe of the project (May to July 2022). 
 
Deadline to apply:  5pm Friday 29th April 2022 
Please send your application to: hello@curiosityproductions.co.uk 

 

Further information: If you have any enquiries about applying for this project, please 

contact Isaac on hello@curiosityproductions.co.uk or call Jenny on 07967 187822 


