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COMESA Business Council (CBC) and the Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) sign an MOU Towards 

Forging New Pathways for Stronger US-Africa Engagements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 5th August 2021, Lusaka – “Today marks a major milestone in our US-Africa Business collaboration and partnership. 

Through this MOU we strengthen the relationship to facilitate closer collaboration, joint advancement of the private sector business agenda, and 

provide a platform for consolidating the voice of the Private Sector,” said Mr. Marday Venkatasamy, Chairman of the COMESA Business 

Council, during the CBC-CCA MOU signing ceremony which took place on the margins of the 13th U.S.-Africa Business 

Summit, held on 27th July, 2021.  
 

The ceremony marked the beginning of the journey towards solidifying the relationship between the Councils for the period 

of two years, 2021 to 2023. Expounding on the significance of the partnership, Ms. Florie Liser, President and CEO of the 

Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) said, “With the COMESA Business Council (CBC) being one of CCA’s oldest and longest standing 

partners, we welcome this MOU and look forward to collaborating to support greater U.S.-COMESA trade and investment and stronger ties 

amongst our businesses.” 
 

With the signing of the MOU, the parties are expected to develop a joint implementation plan to facilitate joint programs 

for knowledge sharing; B2B and B2G facilitation; public and private sector dialogues; conferences and special events; and 

trade missions. The key focus areas will be on trade facilitation; trade-related infrastructure development; services sector 

development; small and medium-sized enterprise sustainability; agribusiness, regional value chains, and value addition; 

investment promotion and facilitation; women’s business leadership; and capacity building/technical assistance. 
 

“This partnership is a real opportunity to transform the region’s economic landscape, through strengthening business linkages and facilitation of 

market access to broader value chains, more so for women entrepreneurs, who are fundamental key drivers of sustainable economic growth and 

inclusive prosperity,” said Ms. Sandra Uwera, CBC’s CEO. 
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The collaboration recognizes that the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) has been the centerpiece of U.S. trade 

with Sub-Saharan Africa, which provides for preferential treatment of exports from Africa in the form of duty-free and 

largely quota-free access to US markets. CBC will leverage this agreement to continue promoting exports to the US, as well 

as attract investments to Africa particularly to tap into the benefits of Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), thereby 

helping stimulate economic growth. 
 

The U.S.-Africa Business Summit is CCA’s flagship conference and is considered essential for those doing business on the 

continent as well as the U.S. and African leaders shaping U.S.-Africa economic engagement. With over 100 speakers, the 

Summit hosted African Heads of State and Key Ministers, USG Cabinet and Senior Officials, and more than 1,200 private 

sector executives and stakeholders from across the United States and Africa.  
 

There were several major announcements made at this year’s summit, including Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, 

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, announcing the U.S. contribution of 25 million vaccines for the nations of 

Africa, Ambassador Dana Banks, Senior Director for Africa, White House National Security Council, announcing that 

the Biden-Harris Administration is requesting $80 million in additional funding to jumpstart the Prosper Africa Build 

Together Campaign, that will drive billions of dollars of investment in Africa, build new markets for American products and 

create thousands of jobs for African and American workers, as well as Hon. U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador 

Katherine Tai announcing a robust engagement with Africa to enhance U.S.-Africa trade. With all the exciting news shared, 

it is no wonder why CCA's U.S.-Africa Business Summit is regarded as one of the essential conferences on doing business 

and investing in Africa.  
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About COMESA Business Council  

The COMESA Business Council (CBC) is a business member organization bringing together a diverse group of businesses and 

associations in the region from 34 sectors in 21 countries of COMESA. CBC is the recognized regional apex body of the private 

sector in the region. CBC as the key advocacy driver for business, provides a link between the private sector and organs of the 

Common market. We seek to improve the competitiveness and deepen the participation of the private sector in regional and 

global trade, through advocacy, business facilitation and enterprise development. This includes prioritizing and taking specific 

advocacy strategies to address key business impediments and measures that affect our industries and have a direct bearing on the 

participation of our businesses in trading in the COMESA region.  
 

For inquiries, contact: 

Marianne Nzioki  

Email: mnzioki@comesabusinesscouncil.org  

Website: www.comesabusinesscouncil.org 

Twitter:  @COMESABusiness  

 
 

About the Corporate Council on Africa 

Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) is the leading U.S. business association focused solely on connecting business interests in 

Africa. Established in 1993 to promote business and investment between the United States and the nations of Africa, CCA serves 

as a neutral, trusted intermediary connecting its member firms with the essential government and business leaders they need to 

do business and succeed in Africa. CCA uniquely represents a broad cross section of member companies from small and medium 

sized businesses to multinationals as well as U.S. and African firms.  
 

The CCA is a key resource for conducting successful business in Africa and in an era of shifting U.S. policy and rapidly changing 

markets, we are especially committed to championing business and trade between the U.S. and Africa. We work closely with 

governments, multilateral groups, and businesses to improve Africa’s trade and investment climate and to raise the profile of 

Africa in the U.S. business community. 
. 

For inquiries, contact: 

Stacey Pompey 

Email: spompey@corporatecouncilonafrica.com   

Website: www.usafricabizsummit.com 

Twitter: @CorpCnclAfrica 

Facebook:  @comesabusinesscouncil 

LinkedIn:  COMESA Business Council 
 

Facebook:  @CorporateCouncilonAfrica 

LinkedIn:  Corporate-council-on-Africa 

Instagram: @CorpCnclAfrica 
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