
OVERVIEW OF THE SECTOR
Nearly all COMESA Member States specialize in production of low value-
added goods and services and export of primary products. Manufacturing is
deemed an opportunity to reduce heavy reliance on commodity trade by
promoting economic diversi�ication. 

The region needs high and
inclusive growth to create

enough jobs for its increasing
labour force. That requires

adequate investment in both
the private sector and in

infrastructure. Achieving a
high growth path however,

requires not only rising
physical capi�al and its

ef�icient allocation, but also
adequate human capi�al, i.e.
skilled people who work with

technologically advanced
investment goods and

entrepreneurs with
innovative skills and the

ability to �ind new business
opportunities.
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We would like to encourage you to
make use of our Market Brief
repository on our website; the
topics covered in this issue are
complementary to these briefs and
are meant to further assist you to
better navigate the existing
market, whilst also targeting
potential clientele. 
 
Companies wishing to place
adverts in this bulletin may
contact the editor for further
details:
Marianne Nzioki
mnzioki@comesabusinesscouncil.org
 
We value your feedback and the
editor welcomes contributions to
this bulletin so that together, we
can make it a must read
publication for the manufacturing
sector in COMESA and beyond.
 
All information products are
available on our website:
www.comesabusinesscouncil.org

Welcome to the launch of our bi-monthly bulletin! 
 

We are delighted to bring to you this series, �illed with
the latest trends and developments in  the
manu�acturing sector across the region, along with key
information on upcoming events, market intelligence,
and policy and regulatory issues.
 

Thank you for being part of this exciting journey; the
best is yet to come!
 

Sandra Uwera, CEO, COMESA Business Council

O C T / N O V  2 0 1 9 ,  I S S U E  0 1   

THE MANUFACTURERS
INSIDER

 

The successful experience of COMESA and
the Leather and Leather Products Institute
(LLPI) in promoting the leather value chain
in the region, and �inding traction in
multiple member states for instance, is
indicative that value chain-speci�ic support
is a key opportunity in sectors of interest to
multiple member states. There are a number
of sectors/sub-sectors currently being
prioritised by multiple COMESA member
states in the context of their national
industrialisation processes. 
 

That said, the region is yet to realise its full
potential in terms of share of global
manufacturing value added products in
GDP and manufacturing exports. The
public and private sectors still have work to
do to increase the region's economic
complexity, diversity and competitiveness.
COMESA states are therefore seeking new
and innovative ways to attract investment
and nurture industry, implementing
strategies that focus on investment in
infrastructure and regional integration.

http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/
http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/
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WORKGROUP OB�ECTIVES
Through this Workgroup, CBC provides the following services to its stakeholders:

Development and dissemination of evidence-based research;
Harmonization of positions and presentation to the COMESA policy organs meetings; 
Facilitation of business and market linkages through our Market Pointers, Market Briefs, and  BizNet, our online
market portal;
Building the capacities of enterprises and associations;
Establishing sustainable private and public-private partnerships amongst industry stakeholders across COMESA;
Provision of advertising and branding opportunities on our website, publications and at our events.

Follow us on social media:

CBC is a Business Member Organisation, and a private sector institution of COMESA. We represent the
interests of the private sector at a regional level.  The services we offer go beyond advocacy to actively
promote business participation in regional integration, investment and global trade. This is done by
facilitating the growth of strong business synergies, the development of business opportunities, and also
through legislative and strategic advocacy. Our services are custom tailored and driven by both industry,
and enterprise interests.

ABOUT CBC:

Building regional, going global.      |      www.comesabusinesscouncil.org

COMESA Business Council
Ben Bella Road, P.O. Box 30051, Lusaka, Zambia

Email:  comesabusinesscouncil@comesa.int  |  Tel:  +260 211 229725/32

Some of the key industry constraints identi�ied in the 1st COMESA Regional Manu�acturers Dialogue were:
inade�uate infrastructure
limited trade facilitation
tarrif and non-tarrif barriers

Do you encounter any of these challenges? What other issues would you like to see us address? We'll be picking up this
conversation on Twitter; follow us and lets keep talking!

ABOUT THE WORKGROUP
 

The CBC's service implementation mechanism is through 11 business
sector led technical Workgroups comprising of industry players
from the 21 COMESA member states. The technical Workgroup for
Manu�acturers was formed during the 1st COMESA Regional
Manu�acturers Dialogue was held in July 2013, in Kigali, Rwanda with
the participation of more than 120 companies, associations and SME
manufacturers. 
 

Central to the discussions was the need to build the capacity of
SMEs with respect to �uality standards to enable them to gain
access to regional supply and value chains. This became the key
theme for the 9th COMESA Business Partnerships Forum & Linkages
Fair in Kinshasa, DRC. It is also CBC’s strategic approach to
developing partnerships with corporates, through their CSI
programs.

di��iculty in accessing �inancing 
di��iculty in attaining prescribed �uality standards
lack of reliable, e��icient and cost-effective energy supply

�UICK FACTS

Nominal export values of
manu�actured products in the
region increased by 20%, from
USD 38 billion in 2017, to USD
45 billion in 2018.
Manu�acturing is the largest
export product sector for the
region, accounting for 40% of
to�al exports in 2018.
The sector is the largest
contributor to GDP in COMESA
member s�ates.
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https://twitter.com/COMESABusiness
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