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its political ambitions.   
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Beyond 
Good 
Intentions 
 
 
A company which helps “a 
person in need” with every 
purchase of their product. 
Sounds good right? Companies 
like TOMS have become 
recognized brands by making 
“changemaking” possible 
through the “Buy One, Give 
One” model. TOMS promise to 
donate one pair of shoes for 
every pair purchased, helping 
socially conscious consumers 
feel good about providing shoes 
to a child who needs them. The 
“Buy One, Get One” model has 
been widely embraced by con-
sumers and businesses for 
having commercial and social 
value. However, when examin-
ing the social impact of the 
“Buy One, Give One” model its 
flaws become rather obvious 
Continued on page 3 
 
 

By The Flying Dutchman 

Jailed for refusing 
military service. 

Legacy is the end of 
meritocracy for students 

Poetae Lucis Money? The Right Package. Trump is not Paris’ 
greatest threat. 

“Writing things worth reading,      
  and doing things worth writing.” www.flyingdutchmanuwcm.com 

By The Flying Dutchman 

 
 

 
 

When second years arrived as 
first years back in September 
2016, their second years 
enthusiastically passed on the 
“Global Café” tradition. The 
concept’s purpose was simple 
and admirable. Though the 
concept was valuable and 
worth preserving, it died due 
to its lack of entertaining 
qualities. Now, Global Café as 
we knew it has been shut 
down, and a reinvention of 
Community Time has been put 
in its place. A concept that 
guides us through the values of 
our movement, and does so 
with entertaining qualities.  
Continued on page 1 
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Global Café 
died. Now, let’s 
have Community 
Time. 

We Can Have A Greater Impact  
 
 
Naturally to be a part of the UWC 
Movement one need not subscribe to a 
specific political view. Afterall, our most 
significant value is arguably the 
celebration of difference. To be a United 
World College student or alumni is not 
equal to being socially liberal - though 
many will argue the opposite. The 
Movements core values do, however, 
reflect some political standpoints. 
 
The founding of United World College 
came forth of Kurt Hahn’s belief that by 
breaking down cultural, linguistic and 
physical barriers we could prevent future 
conflicts. A global education, he believed, 
could unite the youth and end all most 
which divided mankind when UWC was 
founded in the 60ies. For humankind to 
see past the colour of skin, the 
prerequisites of individual backgrounds, 
and the conditions of one’s body, became 
the bedrock on which a sustainable and 
peaceful future was to be built. The 
United World Colleges continue to 

 
 
 

The United World Colleges continue to 
nurture an understanding of individuals 
that goes beyond physical circumstances. 
In this way, our Movement’s core values 
reflect a political entity that does and 
should strive for racial justice and gender 
equality. These are two of the universal 
issues our Movement should be constantly 
engaged in. 
 
An additional aspect of our Movement is 
internationalism. "Nothing but goodwill 
between nations and classes can save this 
generation from wars and revolutions," 
Hahn said in a speech in 1936. "And 
education can help to build this bedrock of 
goodwill as a foundation of the society to 
be." In an increasingly hostile world, Kurt 
Hahn recognised that the way forward was 
past isolationism. Our global education 
emerged from Kurt Hahn’s thought of 
internationalism, and so to reject it would 
be to go against the fundamental principles  
Continued on page 4 
 

 
 
The United World Colleges boasts more 
than 60.000 alumni from more than 181 
countries, embraces a genuinely 
progressive education, and reflect values 
of a globalised world. Though alumni are 
zealous defenders of UWC values, our 
Movement lacks coherency in its political 
ambitions. Peter Howe, the current Head of 
College of Atlantic College, said in an 
interview with the Flying Dutchman in 
February: “historically UWC graduates 
have shied away from politics”. This is 
perhaps why we fail to have the 
considerable political impact one would 
expect from a movement of many more 
than 60.000 members. To achieve political 
impact, we must first acknowledge that our 
Movement is, in fact, a political movement. 
 

By The Flying Dutchman 

It is an incredibly discouraging 
reality, but is nonetheless one 
which we, as soon to be 
applicants, have to face.  
 
 

A Swiss air monitor has 
caught Italy red handed and 
revealed great flaws with the 
Paris climate agreement.  

 

Where is my picture? Why do 
you charge so much? How 
come you guys are so slow? 
Poetae Lucis Media are often 
faced with these questions.  
 

Why certain education seems 
to matter more than others – 
what needs justification and 
what does not.  
 

UWC Adriatic alumni Noa Gur 
Golan has been jailed for refusing 
military service. She says UWC 
changed her views on war.  
 

Dear Readers, 

 

The Flying Dutchman editors are very pleased to present you the fourth edition of the paper. In this 
issue, you will find the ever so familiar “Caption this Photo”, “Monthly Mixtape”, opinions, essays and 
art, but with the new academic year we also present much new content relating to our lives in the UWC 
Movement. Our new section “Beyond the Moat” focus on issues around the world that we as United 
World College students could be engaged in. As always, we hope to encourage debate, strengthen 
understanding of cultures and provide students of UWCM with a monthly dose of wit and satire. We 
hope to improve the paper over time, and for it to become a platform for students to share their opinions, 
ideas and talents. Anonymous or public, we look forward to your contribution to the paper. 
 



  
 
 
When second years arrived as first 
years back in September 2016, their 
second years enthusiastically passed 
on the “Global Café” tradition. The 
idea was simple and admirable; an 
hour each week for the whole 
community to come together and learn 
from each other. It worked well, 
students and staff participated 
enthusiastically in discussions about 
pressing issues or big ideas. Perhaps 
students and staff participated 
because they genuinely found the 
concept important in uniting people, 
nations and cultures and so in 
nourishing our mission, or perhaps 
Global Café simply offered a meeting 
place for a new community. No matter 
the reason for its popularity, Global 
Café achieved its purpose of bringing 
people together. 
 
Fast forward to third term; Global 
Café is but a shadow of what it was. 
On Mondays the atrium is barely full, 
and there is a consensus that Global 
Café is a dreary tradition which we 
are obligated to partake in. What 
happened? Did the big ideas become 
boring? Did we lose interest in each 
other’s opinions? Both the organizers 
of Global Café and its audience 
attempted to answer these questions 
by pointing fingers. Students who 
didn’t participate voiced that the 
content was dull and/or that they had 
more pressing things to see too. 
Students who did attend voiced that 
not to show up was to undermine 
UWC’s very own mission. Staff 
members failed to find time to 
participate even though schedules had 
been prepared such that potentially 
anyone could attend Global Café. This, 
naturally, only led to a further decline 
in participation. So who’s to blame? 
Well, no one. No one deliberately 
wished for Global Café to lose its 
popularity, but unfortunately, most of 
us unintentionally gave up on it. Now, 
Global Café as we knew it has been 
shut down, and a reinvention of 
Community Time has been put in its 
place.  
 
On Monday the 11th of September, we 
held the first Community Time of this 
academic year. It was a dive into self-
discovery for many; to confront angst 
or fear at our age is a very difficult 
task. With such a serious topic, it 
seemed that though Global Café has 
died, the spirit of asking difficult 
questions in the pursuit of self-
development still lingers. It was, 
nevertheless, an entirely different 
experience than last year’s Global 
Café. The Global Café’s roundtable  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
discussions were replaced by students 
and staff portraying their fears  
through comedy, competition kept us 
engaged throughout the hour, and the 
random allocation of teams meant that 
most of us met unfamiliar people. 
Perhaps these were the qualities that 
Global Café lacked. Continuing to explore 
UWC values, on Monday 25th Community 
time revolved around the celebration of 
difference. Once again laughter and 
competition kept us engaged.  
 
We all like to be entertained, especially on 
boring Monday afternoons, but Global 
Café simply did not bring basic 
entertainment. There was no 
competition, rarely was humour a part of 
our discussions, and we often joined very 
familiar faces when choosing which 
classroom to go join. Global Café was 
undoubtedly a concept worth preserving. 
It was, however, a concept that that 
lacked entertaining qualities. Now, as 
Global Café is gone, we can have 
Community Time.  
 

Global Café died. Now, 
Let’s have Community 
Time. 

 
A team of students and staff 
have successfully reinvented 
Monday afternoon.  
 

By the Flying Dutchman 
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How do 
we form 
our beliefs? 
 
 
Before I embarked on my first year of 
UWCM,  I was told how much my opinions 
would change. One of my first nights here 
all my roommates and I were sitting at 
our table, our (somewhat illegal) candles 
illuminating the table, while we were 
talking about how “life changing” the 
UWC experience was. The change even 
had a deadline. You would be able to see 
the differences by the first break going 
home, they said. I was sceptical at best. 
What makes the UWC movement such an 
earth-shattering experience? And 
especially now, while introductions are 
plentiful on our campus, how do we form 
our judgement of an individual we just 
met? This question has, apparently, 
spanned much academic inquiry. 
 
Universities teamed up with 
neuroscientists and early education 
experts, historians and psychologists to 
try to figure this out because of the huge 
implications it has on our everyday life. 
And it turns out, nobody knows. We have 
figured out that it is a mix of past 
experiences, family influence, past 
friends and even the movies you like - 
media influence in general.  
 
Matthew Lieberman is a psychologist at 
the University of California, and he has 
shown us how human brains categorise 
others and view objects as good or bad 
unconsciously. He supports that opinions 
are shaped mostly by a prevailing culture. 
His experiment made a group of people 
observe photographs of expressionless 
black faces and in ⅔ of the cases the 
Amygdala, which   
 
 
 
 

is the brain’s panic button, was activated. This 
result supported his theory that when 
confronted with a new individual, your body’s 
flight or fight response is activated to protect 
you. That is why we often make rash 
judgements. 
 
 
 
 
 
Those judgements are a safety mechanism of 
our brain; it’s the first response to a foreign 
organism that could prove to be hostile. 
However, the same rash judgements we make 
to protect ourselves can harm us in the future 
if misleading. Indeed, the opinions we form of 
others tell more about us than the particular 
person we are examining. This is because this 
process reflects our past experiences, our 
family influence, or how closely we follow a 
prominent culture. Lieberman, however, also 
suggested that people can pick up on 
stereotypes, regardless of whether their family 
or community agree with them. It is therefore 
likely that your background makes you more 
amicable to a specific worldview, but it is 
nonetheless difficult to determine.  
 
What is it that then makes “UWC experience” a 
time period where beliefs change? A part of it 
is because we arrive on campus between age 
16-20. This period of our lives is usually full of 
change: physical, psychological or and changes 
to the positions we hold in different 
communities. Transitioning to adulthood, 
changing countries, having higher societal 
expectations thrust upon you, all lead to more 
impactful experiences. Those can be quite 
intense and might oppose the environment we 
grew up in, and so we speculate more about 
them. Also important is that we are a 
community of opinionated individuals who 
tend to revisit some topics often. By discussing 
similar topics continuously, we spend more 
time constructing arguments in favour or 
against particular opinions. Some of our own 
views change in this process. This shift is what 
many students deem “life-changing”. Indeed, 
UWC is called “life changing” to the extent that 
it becomes rather hollow. Sometimes we even 
imply that the people we once were are 
somewhat lesser to the “UWC” us. Though that 
may be true for some students, it is important 
to acknowledge that belief-systems and 
opinions are highly personal matters. Some 
students do not change belief systems 
significantly. They do not do so because of a 
lack of attention to their surroundings, but 
most likely their belief systems are deeply 
rooted in past and present experiences. This is 
not dogmatism, blind belief, but individuals 
who went through a process of inquiry. 
Students who perhaps took the time to listen 
to the opposite side of an argument, but still 
rejected it, or at least some parts of it. There 
are no expectations to how much UWC should 
“change” you. No direction in which you should 
change. UWC is a time where people we can 
embark on a journey of personal inquiry. That 
itself is very extraordinary. Lieberman’s 
research, however, tells us that the next time 
you meet another UWC student - be it co-year, 
second year or firstie – you will make a snap 
judgement of them, and you can blame the 
amygdala and the evolutionary process that 
has imposed the flight or fight response. 
 
*All scientific theories presented here were taken by a 
Guardian article called “Where belief is born” and an 
Economist article on the connection between economics 
and behavioral psychology.  
 
 
 
 

Why we say UWC is life-
changing: or how we judge 
ourselves and others. 
 

By Georgia Kat 

$1M to UWC 
 Thailand 

 

US philanthropist Shelby Davis 
commits $1 million USD in matched 
funding to UWC Thailand to 
strengthen education for peace and 
sustainability On presenting his gift 
to UWC Thailand, Davis, a UWC 
International Patron, said: “I hope my 
investment in UWC and the future 
leaders the movement educates will 
serve as an inspiration to many to 
support aspiring youths from around 
the world to gain a world-class 
education embracing diversity, peace 
and sustainability so they are 
equipped to tackle today’s complex 
challenges, tensions and conflicts. In 
the years to come, the world needs 
extraordinary leadership to navigate 
these challenges  and to make the 
most of new opportunities - and I 
believe the UWC movement is ideally 
suited to educate the leaders and 
change-makers we need.” 
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Be a witness, be a Lawyer, be a judge. 
But most importantly, be very excited 
for the first Conference of this academic 
year, Explorer Mock Trial.  
November 18th, 2018, be ready to 
experience the delusive atmosphere of a 
courtroom and ‘find out the truth’ at the 
Faculty of Law- Maastricht University. 
 



Maastricht in 
a Nutshell:  
A former 
Firstie’s guide 
to life beyond 
the Island 
 Being one of the twenty-two million 
residents of crowded Mexico City, 
moving to Maastricht completely 
changed my lifestyle. Even though 
living in a big city has its perks, I 
found myself enjoying this new cosy 
environment, as opposed to the 
overwhelming one I left behind.  
 
Maastricht, crossroad of three 
countries, is divided into seven 
districts, each one entirely different 
from the rest. Every district has its 
own vibe and style; when moving from 
one to another, you’ll feel as if you’re 
changing cities altogether.  
 
When living on campus, one can easily 
get caught up in their daily routine. It 
is true that meeting deadlines and 
getting our diplomas are significant 
goals that should be given their 
respective importance. However, do 
we really want to spend the following 
years of our lives chained to our 
computers, locked up in the study 
room?  
 
We must not forget that we are living 
in the heart of Europe, and that 
adventure is just around the corner. 
Maastricht is flooded with galleries, 
cafés and architectural landmarks. 
Nevertheless, the city is surprisingly 
outdoorsy too, so you don’t have to 
spend all of your time inside.  
 
Essentially, Maastricht has a lot to 
offer, and this shouldn’t be overlooked 
or taken for granted. So, if you ever 
find yourself with some free time on 
your hands, rather than binge-
watching your favourite show on 
Netflix, consider doing one of the 
following.  
 
 
 

1. Lumière Cinema 
Lumière is the home of independent 
movies and indie film festivals. Here, 
entrainment is offered in the form of 
international movie screenings, as 
well as in the warm atmosphere of its 
restaurant and café. You can consult 
their scheduled movies and events at 
www.lumiere.nl 
 
2. Selexyz Dominicanen 
This ancient Dominican church dates 
back to the 13th century. Throughout 
the years, it has been occupied as a 
parish, a warehouse and a bicycle 
parking lot. Currently, it houses a 
modern bookstore that resulted from 
a vigorous renovation. Its opposing 
aesthetics create a pleasant ambience 
perfect for reading, studying or simply 
having a cup of coffee.  
 
3. Asian Market 
These are just a few of the countless 
settings that Maastricht has to offer, 
it’s in your hands to get out of campus 
and experience them for yourself. The 
two years that are ahead of you will 
bring along countless opportunities, 
and it’s up to you whether you take 
them or not. Enjoy your stay in 
Maastricht, firsties! And get ready to 
discover many new places on your 
own.  
 
 
4. The Flea Market 
Every Saturday the city holds its 
famous flea market. From antiques to 
furniture and old records, the list of 
things that can be found here is 
endless. It is great for buyers on a 
limited budget due to the flexible 
prices, as well as for window-shopping 
or just killing some time. 
  
 
 

By Ana Penella 

Journey Through Pinboards 
 
I’m Georgia from Greece and I love history and literature. I find the 
idea of getting to know individuals through their pinboards fascinating 
and that’s why I’ll be helping Ana with Journey Through Pinboards! 
My pinboard is a place for me to keep my fondest memories from 
Maastricht next to the reminders of my home. My childhood friends 
 

posters that I tore down from Athenian walls. You can also find a large 
picture of Howard Carter, a British Egyptologist, next to a picture of 
Terry Pratchett because they’re the main loves of my life. 

 
 
 
 
 

journey that will take me through my schoolmates’ lifestory”. 
It amazes me how much we can learn through someone’s 
pinboards! That is me, my pinboard is made of memories that 
I had with people as I am a person who believes that stories 
should be heard and I like to capture moments like that and I 
am excited to hear your story, and thankful for you guys to let 
me in! 
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Address: 
Bassin 88, 6211 AK Maastricht.  
 
Getting there: 
14-minute bike ride.  
45-minute walk.  
24-minute bus ride.  
 
Hours:  
11:00 am – 10:00 pm. 
 
 
Address: 
Dominicanerkerkstraat 1, 6211 CZ 
Maastricht. 
 
Getting there:  
13-minute bike ride.  
43-minute walk.  
23-minute bus ride. 
 
Opening times:  
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm. Thursday 
9:00 am – 9:00 pm. Sunday 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm. 
 
 
Address:  
Laag Gubbelstraat 38, 6211 CG  
 
Getting there:  
12-minute bike ride. 
42-minute walk.  
25-minute bus ride.  
 
Opening times:  
Monday through Sunday 10am – 7:00pm 
 
 
	
	
	
Address:  
Stationsstraat 6221 BT Maastricht. 
  
Getting there:  
8-minute bike ride. 
30-minute walk.  
14-minute bus ride. 
 
Opening times:  
Sunday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
 
 

Hello everyone! 
I am one of the many Anas at UWCM. I would assume that most 
of my fellow co-years probably already know me, and where I am 
from. Fortunately, this year we received a bunch of new firsties 
with exciting stories to be told and, hopefully, eager to hear their 
second years’ stories. That is why the Journey through 
Pinboards started. 
 
 

 
 

and pictures of the 
Parthenon sit next to 
roomie photos, conference 
schedules and leaflets 
from events in Maastricht. 
I want to wake up next to 
things that make me 
happy, no matter how 
random they are, and 
that’s why, in my board, 
you can see pressed 
flowers and half-wrecked 
posters that I tore down 

 
 

My second year, Jenny 
from Mexico, created 
this project in hopes to 
get to meet and share 
with the community 
stories about people we 
normally only say “Hi, 
How are you” to. She 
explains it as “A 
journey that will take 

Follow us on Instagram @journey.uwcm 

Third Term Tension 
By Dion 



I also thought about how maybe 
because I was going to be living in 
America I would totally change my 
image, become mo re into fashion, get 
my hair and nails done all the time and 
be a totally different person because I 
was ready for a change. By christmas 
time this hadn’t happened, in fact I 
had almost reversed. I couldn’t be 
bothered to do my hair or make up and 
just wore sweat pants all the time 
because I was working with young 
children all day and it was easier 
(there isn’t anything wrong with any 
of those things)! But this new image 
was so unlike me and totally not what 
I wanted or thought would happen. I 
became almost depressed at how much 
I’d ‘let myself go’. 
 
Another thing was that by christmas 
time the novelty of living on Long 
Island and in America had worn off 
because I was familiar with most 
things now, I was over the ‘culture 
shock’ and I had established a good 
routine and made some amazing 
friends. Not to mention the fact that 
the winter was extremely depressing 
and the snow felt like it would be here 
for eternity. With feeling all of this and 
dealing with homesickness and the 
stressfulness of my job, I was a mix of 
emotions and I felt like I was on a 
constant roller coaster with highs and 
lows, and I was still trying to figure 
myself out and questioned why I was 
even in America. I had the love and 
support of my new friends here 
because we all totally understood 
what each other was going through, 
but when I would tell friends at home 
that I was feeling low or upset, some 
would be really supportive and others 
would just say “awww, but you’re in 
N.Y” or “how can you be sad, you’re in 
America”. This wasn’t what I wanted 
to hear and didn’t help at all because I 
realised that no matter where you 
settle in life, there is good and bad 
everywhere, and it doesn’t matter 
whether you live in the most beautiful 
place on earth, we are only human and 
we can be upset and have down days 
no matter where we live. 
 
After the winter had passed it felt like 
I was in limbo waiting for the summer 
to start where I could go to the beach 
and hang out in the sun all day!! It 
wasn’t until around April time after 
my mum had come to visit me when 
the penny dropped. I started enjoying 
work more and started appreciating 
why I was here and what I was doing 
here. Although I might not have done 
what I had set out to do for myself and 
ticked everything off my to do list, it 
became clear to me that coming here 
had allowed me to take a step back 
from my life in England and allowed 
me to view it as an outsider, kind of 
like someone observing earth from 
space. I was now able to see that 
coming here had made me realise what 
I didn’t want in life and how I didn’t 
want to be. And although I thought I’d 
come here and find what I did want, I 
understand now that it’s important to  
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Look Back 

Submitted by Alwaqqas 

The Flying 
Dutchman 
expands 
The Flying Dutchman has been in 
existence for 7 months today. We 
established The Flying Dutchman 
in February 2017 with the 
purpose of providing the 
community of United World 
College Maastricht with a 
platform to share ideas, opinions 
and thoughts. 

As the Flying Dutchman has 
grown and as Samuel Belon and 
Mxolisi Vilakazi have graduated, 
it has been necessary to expand 
the team. Ana Penella, Georgia 
Kat and Muaad Algadafi have 
become writers of the team. Shrey 
Regmi has joined to improve the 
online presence of The Flying 
Dutchman. Last year, we found 
that a lot of students, in particular 
day-students, did not have a 
chance to get the physical version 
of the paper. Therefore, we have 
made a website: 
“flyingdutchmanuwcm.com”, for 
all students to have access to. We 
also have an active Facebook page 
called “The Flying Dutchman”. 

We will also be looking for a couple 
of DP1 students to join our team. 
If you are interested, please 
contact us at 
theflyingdutchman@uwcmaastric
ht.nl. 

 

Living abroad is not an easy thing. For 
many of the students in UWC 
Maastricht, coming to the school was 
their first real experience outside of 
their home country. Even if you are a 
frequent traveller, the thought of 
leaving home for almost 2 years 
without hardly getting the chance to 
go back is very overwhelming. But 
living abroad is also a really exciting 
experience that you won’t regret. 
Second years are coming back to 
school for what seems like yet another 
long year at our beloved school in 
hopes of finishing their journey and 
achieving whatever goal they had set 
for themselves. However, the firsties 
have just started their journey here 
and they do not know what to expect.  
This essay helped me understand 
what it's like to be abroad. It has been 
written by Jazzy Oduba, a girl who left 
her home in hopes of discovering what 
she wants in life and has faced many 
difficulties along the way. To second 
years who want to recap their journey 
so far, or to first years who just want 
to understand what this year will feel 
like, I present to you “Don’t look back” 
by Jazzy Oduba.  
 
One of the reasons I wanted to live 
abroad for a year was because I 
thought it would help me to find 
myself and allow me discover what I 
want in life. It sounds cliché but that 
was definitely one of the outcomes I 
was hoping to achieve. It’s really 
daunting moving to a different 
country half way across the world 
with different cultures and a totally 
different way of life and I soon began 
to go through a ‘culture shock’. I’ve 
been going to America since I was 13 
weeks old and having family over 
there I thought I knew America and 
Americans extremely well, but I was 
surprised. I also didn’t think I would 
experience a ‘culture shock’ because 
I’m a native English speaker and I 
thought surely America can’t be that 
different to England. But everything 
was different; the food, water, clothes, 
media, shops, customs etc. This took 
me some while to get used to and it 
really made me appreciate England, its 
people and the way of life back home. 
 
Before I came to the U.S I made a to do 
list and thought that I’d definitely be 
able to tick the items off easily. And 
sure enough I did quite a lot of the 
N.Y.C and Long Island based ones 
easily (Highline walk, Coney Island, 
N.Y.E in Time Square) etc. However I 
seemed to have forgotten how big 
America was and due to my work 
commitments and the little amount I 
got paid, I didn’t have the opportunity 
thus time passes quickly like a flowing 
river. 
 
 
  
 
 

first find out what we don’t want in 
order to understand what we do 
want in life. So I’m grateful I came 
here and I can come home and know 
what I don’t want in life which will 
help me establish what I do what for 
the next years to come. 
 
Things didn’t make sense at first but 
now some things do. Being away 
from home and living in another 
country for a year hasn’t answered 
all my questions but I’ve certainly 
learnt a great deal. I’m not saying 
that everyones experience will be 
like mine because of course it won’t, 
everyone is different and everyone 
experiences things differently. I feel 
like now I have this knowledge I 
don’t want to keep to to myself. After 
all, the act of discovering who we are 
will force us to accept that we can go 
further than we think. 
 

Even if you are a frequent 
traveller, the thought of 
leaving home for almost 2 
years without hardly getting 
the chance to go back is 
very overwhelming 

The firsties have arrived. 
Second years have 
waited for this moment 
to arrive since June. To 
take on the roles of 
learned men and women 
who have already dealt 
with the horrors of IB. 
Eager to give advice, 
second years are ready 
with divine insight into 
academic matters, the 
true meaning of the UWC 
mission, and the quickest 
route to Albert Heijn. On 
behalf of the second 
years, we present you 
some of the best advice 
heard around campus.  
 
If you have an interest 
in something, now is the 
time to explore it. There 
is much thank UWC for, 
but perhaps most 
important to campus life 
is the opportunities 
presented. Here you can 
explore exactly what you 
like. There are so many 
activities to join – or to 
start – and the only 
constraint you have is 
time. Go explore.  
 
Join what challenges 
you. As you arrive, there 
will be much to as to 
which CAS to join. Know 
that no CAS is better 
than the other, and as 
long as you are 
passionate about what 
you’re doing; you are 
doing what’s right.  
  
The Law of Diminishing 
Marginal Returns 
applies to your IB score, 
too. Of course, you 
should remain a 
respectable IB score, but 
know that endlessly 
poring over a textbook 
instead of spending 
valuable time with 
friends or working on 
extracurricular act-
ivities might not always 
be the right choice.  
 
Take advantage of this 
time to become the most 
amazing version of 
yourself. Think of UWC 
as an incubation period, 
where you develop your 
skills and character. You 
are never going to have 
as many resources, like-
minded peers, and 
opportunities as you do 
at UWC again – use them 
wisely.  
 
 
 
 
 

Leave your door open on 
the floors. It’s one of the 
best ways to spon-
taneously meet people 
and show you are open to 
new friendships. Better 
yet, walk into open doors 
you see on your floor. 
Everyone is just as 
scared as you are and 
will be excited to make 
new friends.  
 
Recognize that it’s OK to 
be sad. With all the 
pressure of UWC 
becoming the best two 
years of your life, it’s 
hard to admit when 
you’re not happy. 
However, UWC is also a 
major time of transition. 
For some people, it’s the 
first time they are away 
from their friends and 
family and have to find 
themselves in a 
completely new 
environment. You will 
probably be lonely at 
times, and sometimes 
feel overwhelmed, but it 
doesn’t mean your UWC 
experience is any worse 
than anyone else’s. In 
fact, these are growing 
experiences that will 
probably be most 
valuable to you later on.  
 
Build yourself, not your 
CommonApp. Many 
students will do CAS or 
gain leadership positions 
just because they want to 
impress universities. 
However, if you focus on 
developing yourself as a 
strong, well-rounded 
person, you will be far 
more memorable in 
interviews and in essays.  
 
Spend some time 
learning how to 
communicate. You’re 
better off learning how to 
speak and write clearly 
and concisely than you 
are in learning a bit more 
about your subject by 
studying an extra hour. 
Learning how to think 
critically, apply sound 
logic, and develop 
conclusions is the most 
valuable skill of all.  
 
Ask not what UWC can 
do for you – ask what 
you can do for UWC. This 
might sound like certain 
president’s inaugural 
address, but going the 
extra mile to support our 
community is most 
valuable. Make an 
impact.  
 
 
 
 
 

Advice for Firsties! 
To survive UWC 
follow these 
commandments. 
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We can 
have a 
greater 
Impact 

The United World Colleges boasts more 
than 60.000 alumni from more than 181 
countries, embraces a genuinely 
progressive education, and reflect values 
of a globalised world. Though alumni are 
zealous defenders of UWC values, our 
Movement lacks coherency in its political 
ambitions. Peter Howe, the current Head of 
College of Atlantic College, said in an 
interview with the Flying Dutchman in 
February: “historically UWC graduates 
have shied away from politics”. This is 
perhaps why we fail to have the 
considerable political impact one would 
expect from a movement of many more 
than 60.000 members. To achieve political 
impact, we must first acknowledge that our 
Movement is, in fact, a political movement. 
 
Naturally to be a part of the UWC 
Movement one need not subscribe to a 
specific political view. Afterall, our most 
significant value is arguably the 
celebration of difference. To be a United 
World College student or alumni is not 
equal to being socially liberal - though 
many will argue the opposite. The 
Movements core values do, however, 
reflect some political standpoints. 
 
The founding of United World College came 
forth of Kurt Hahn’s belief that by 
breaking down cultural, linguistic and 
physical barriers we could prevent future 
conflicts. A global education, he believed, 
could unite the youth and end all most 
which divided mankind when UWC was 
founded in the 60ies. For humankind to see 
past the colour of skin, the prerequisites of 
individual backgrounds, and the conditions 
of one’s body, became the bedrock on 
which a sustainable and peaceful future 
was to be built. The United World Colleges 
continue to nurture an understanding of 
individuals that goes beyond physical 
circumstances. In this way, our 
Movement’s core values reflect a political 
entity that does and should strive for 
racial justice and gender equality. These 
are two of the universal issues our 
Movement should be constantly engaged 
in. 
 
An additional aspect of our Movement is 

An additional aspect of our Movement is 
internationalism. "Nothing but goodwill 
between nations and classes can save this 
generation from wars and revolutions," 
Hahn said in a speech in 1936. "And 
education can help to build this bedrock of 
goodwill as a foundation of the society to 
be." In an increasingly hostile world, Kurt 
Hahn recognised that the way forward 
was past isolationism. Our global 
education emerged from Kurt Hahn’s 
thought of internationalism, and so to 
reject it would be to go against the 
fundamental principles that created the 
United World Colleges. Today, we face 
increasing nationalism across the 
Western world. Such nationalism leads to 
isolationism, and Kurt Hahn 
acknowledged that division among 
countries eventually leads to conflict. 
Therefore, as our Movement is global in 
nature and devoted to peace, it should 
advocate for a more globalised world. 
 
Another of Hahn’s learning principles was 
that “direct, respectful relationship with 
the natural world refreshes the human 
spirit teaches the important ideas of 
recurring cycles and cause and effect. 
Students learn to become stewards of the 
earth and of future generations.” “Respect 
for the Environment” is one of UWC’s ten 
values, and so environmentalism an 
inherent a part of our Movement. 
 
Before founding United World College, 
Kurt Hahn was dean of the famous 
German School “Schule Schloss Salem”. 
The values of Salem were very similar to 
our movement’s. Hahn, however, had 
outlined one principle that he later did not 
include in UWC’s core values - at least not 
in its literal form. One of his “Seven Laws 
of Salem”, was to “free the sons of the 
wealthy and powerful from the enervating 
sense of privilege.” Kurt Hahn believed 
that social classes in the 1920ies and 
30ies had become so isolated that their 
division undermined the greater good of 
society. He thought that a person 
entitlement to something often meant the 
exclusion of others to be allowed similar 
privilege. Kurt Hahn firmly believed in 
equality of opportunity, and though his 
Seventh Law of Salem did not literally 
carry over to UWC’s core values, the 
United World College organisation states 
that “the UWC education should be 
independent of the student’s 
socioeconomic means”. Greater equality of 
opportunity for all, therefore, should be 
central to the ethos of our Movement. If 
income or wealth becomes a barrier to be 
a part of our Movement, then how can we 
possibly follow Hahn’s lead in “uniting 
young people from all backgrounds on the 
basis of their shared humanity”? 
a 
We often dislike getting too political in our 
debates on and off campuses. We fear that 
by not tolerating even the intolerant we 
may not stay true to the value of 
"celebrating difference". It is indeed 
paradoxal, but it must not undermine the 
impact that our Movement should have: to 
unite people, nations and cultures for 
peace and a sustainable future. We cannot 
deny that by being a part of the UWC 
Movement, we are a part of a political 
movement. A political movement that 
today is as relevant as ever. As a political 
entity, there exist universal issues which  

 
Income Inequality 

our Movement should engage in politically. 
These are issues central to the very ethos 
of UWC, and our opposition to these 
realities should not be disputed: 
 

Gender Inequality 
 

Climate Change Denial 
 

Income Inequality 
 

Racial Injustice 
 
 

Rise of Nationalism 
 
 

If we acknowledge that our Movement has 
certain political standpoints, then we can 
have a significant impact on society. We 
can become a greater force for change.  
 

Legacy is 
the end of 
meritocracy 
for students  

Second years are in the process of applying 
to university. We are brushing up our 
personal essays, making all our 
extracurricular activities presentable, and 
engaging in furious nail biting as the SAT 
test date comes closer. Some students 
know exactly which colleges they will be 
applying to, others will fire a buck shot at 
the US hoping that a college will accept 
their application. No matter which 
category we belong to, we engage in the 
application process believing in merit. If 
we work hard enough both in and out of 
school, then surely colleges will 
acknowledge our existence and open the 
gates to a land of certainty - in form of a 
stable job and a decent wage. This equality 
of opportunity seems only fair, and our 
belief in this fairness gives us the strength 
to sit the extra hour correcting our 
Extended Essays and Internal 
Assessments. It is therefore a tragedy to 
discover that this fairness is not found in 
most western societies.  
 
Top schools now have record low 
admission rates, but not all students have 
to worry about what that means to their 
chances. Legacy admissions, at elite 
institutions especially, give a select few a 
distinct advantage. A couple of weeks ago, 
Harvard announced that the incoming 
class of 2021 is made of 30 percent legacy 
students. Last year’s applicants who had 
Harvard in their blood were three times 
 

more likely to get into the schools than 
those without. The case is the same at the 
top 30 schools in the U.S. This is not an 
accident. In fact, universities have for 
many years had a preference for legacy to 
ensure that the sons and daughters of 
alumnus enter the school. This preference 
for legacy applicants naturally outs many 
applicants from lower-income 
backgrounds, and those students arguably 
need more what elite schools have to offer: 
a great education, connections, and 
resources. As a result, low-income  
students are vastly underrepresented at 
elite institutions. This way of organizing 
an education system, unfortunately, 
excludes many of those in the bottom 80 
percent in the US. Such lack of diversity 
stands in stark contrast to our UWC 
experience. 
 
Our belief in meritocracy may encourage 
us to keep on aiming high, and hopefully 
some us will be fortunate enough to pass 
through the eye of the needle. But it is a 
reality that many bright and intelligent 
students, who could do very well 
academically at even the most demanding 
colleges, will be at a disadvantage to legacy 
students. Such an education system seems 
out of place in a meritocratic society, but it 
is nonetheless the reality. This ugly truth 
is one we, as soon to be applicants, have to 
face, and it is a reality that to this writer 
is incredibly discouraging. 
 
Playing the legacy card in college 
admissions is obviously unfair. To stop 
parents doing what they believe is best for 
their children is difficult, but when their 
actions exclude many hard working but 
less privileged students it becomes clear 
that a line has to be drawn. The question 
we have to ask ourselves is where this 
line? What is acceptable in a society that 
prides itself on fairness?  
 By Jeppe Damberg 
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Though alumni are zealous 
defenders of UWC values, 
our Movement lacks 
coherency in its political 
ambitions.   

By the Flying Dutchman 

It is an incredibly 
discouraging reality 
which we, as soon to be 
applicants, have to face. 



caused us to devalue the 
humanities, the arts and our 
our inherent longing for 
humanistic endeavours.  
When we do everything for a 
pre-professional purpose, 
we lose sight of what makes  
us human and what 
connects us to each other.  
Amidst a pre-professional 
atmosphere, which isn’t 
necessarily all bad, there 
should be a community that 
encourages artistic growth.  
Art, for the sake of art, is 
important.  
 
To the firsties who might 
still be confused about their 
subject package I say: 
Considering the require-
ments for what you want to 
do in college is wise, but ask 
yourself whether that stems 
with what you enjoy doing.  
 
 
 

By The Flying Dutchman 

A company which helps “a person in need” 
with every purchase of their product. 
Sounds good right? Companies like eyewear 
producer Warby Parker, Mealshare, Nouri 
Bar and TOMS have become recognized 
brands by making “changemaking” possible 
through the “Buy One, Give One” model. 
TOMS promise to donate one pair of shoes 
for every pair purchased, and to this day 
the company has distributed sixty million 
pairs of shoes, helping socially conscious 
consumers feel good about providing shoes 
to a child who needs them. Indeed, the “Buy 
One, Get One” model has been widely 
embraced by consumers and businesses 
commercial and social value. However, 

alike as an effective model for creating both 
commercial and social value. However, 
when examining the social impact of the 
“Buy One, Give One” model its flaws become 
rather obvious. 

“What’s wrong with giving away shoes” you 
might be thinking. “At least they’re doing 
something”. However, in the case of “Buy 
One, Give One” that “something” can do 
more harm than good. An increasing 
number of foreign aid practitioners and 
agencies are recognizing that charitable 
gifts from a broad can distort developing 
markets and undermine local businesses by 
creating an entirely unsustainable aid-based 
economy. By undercutting local prices, 
Western donations often hurt the farmers, 
workers, traders, and sellers whose success 
is critical to lifting entire communities out 
of poverty. In not supporting the local 
manufacturing of shoes TOMS allows for its 
giving to effectively hurt local economies 
and perpetuate the sort of poverty that their  

 

mission is there to alleviate. That means 
every free shoe donated actually works 
against the long-term development goals of 
the communities we are trying to help. 
Indeed, Ashoka, the organization which 
works with our YSE program and aims to 
empower young entrepreneurs around the 
world, wrote an article in The New York 
Times claiming that the “Buy One, Give 
One” model does little to address the root 
causes of poverty, and may even reduce 
demand for locally-produced products. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving a child a pair of shoes is a short 
term solution to, and ignores the reasons 
why, the child has no shoes. Not only is 
TOMS giving canvas shoes to children in 
areas that are subject to heavy and 
repeated rainfall (where canvas will fall 
apart quickly) but children quickly grow 
out of shoes. This leaves the receivers of 
the TOMS shoe drop in the same position 
or, at best, with a pair of worn out shoes 
too small for their feet after a short 
amount of time. Furthermore, there is 
some debate on the actual need for shoes 
in the areas targeted by TOMS. Though 
TOMS and the “Buy One, Give One” model 
has had an impact on increasing the 
presence of the social responsibility of 
business in the public consciousness, it is 
difficult argue that the model has had 
actual social impact.  

 

 

 

Is companies like Toms 
changemakers or obstacles?  
Examining the social impact 
of the “Buy One, Give One” 
model reveals its flaws.  
 

It appears that companies like TOMS who 
exercise the ”Buy One, Give One” model 
weren’t designed to build economies of 
developing countries, but rather to make 
western consumers feel good when 
purchasing their product. 

This is clear when looking at TOMS origin 
story on its website, where the founder 
Blake Mycoskie writes that barefoot 
children in Argentina made him realise 
the need for shoes. Mycoskie did not ask 
the villagers he visited what they needed 
the most or talk to experts about how to 
lift villages out of long-term poverty. 
Instead, he built a company that felt good 
and that was good enough for him and 
TOMS’s consumers.   

Those “helped” by TOMS are, in the long-
term, no more able to afford shoes or 
address the real social, economic, and 
health issues that they face than they 
were before. Once their free shoes wear 
out in a couple years, the children Toms 
“helped” will be just as vulnerable to the 
health and economic dangers associated 
with bare feet as they were before. The 
world doesn’t need another advocacy 
day. We don’t need a day without shoes. 
We need practical, long-term solutions–
the kind that business can engineer. 
However, businesses must understand 
the economic effects of what they do. The 
good people at Toms should keep their 
shoes on. They’ll need them if they’re 
going to find solutions to these 
intractable problems.  

The Right 
Package 

Recently, I have thought 
about why certain education 
matters. Or more specifically, 
why certain education seems 
to matter more than others – 
what needs justification and 
what does not.  
 
Most students are not aware 
of what they want to study 
when they arrive here as 
firsties. They might be lost, 
confused and in need of 
guidance. I was lucky enough 
to know what I liked -- 
economics, literature, 
writing, history -- but I also 
knew what other people liked 
-- hard, pre-professional  
 
 
 

office, and so we are scared 
that our “package” isn’t 
rigid enough or doesn’t have 
the proper “synergy”. 
Beyond college require-
ments, we choose classes 
that we think will make our 
“package” more attractive 
to that particular college. To 
me, this attitude has 
created a cutthroat 
professional environment, 
where the choice of what 
classes to pick and what 
CAS to do rarely comes 
down to what we like. An 
environment where 
students change classes 
faster than the IB 
coordinators can keep up 
because they feel obligated 
to study certain classes 
other than those they enjoy.  
  
I believe that the focus on 
straight-forward, calculated 
“packages” of study, has  
 
 

Opinion by Jeppe Damberg 

routes with clear paths of 
success. In such an en-
vironment it is easy to begin 
doubting your own interests 
and passions, unsure if the 
path you want to take is a 
path even worth taking.  
 
 
 
 

“It seems that every choice 
we make concerning our 
education comes down to a 
cost-benefit analysis, a price 
tag with a clear value written 
out on it.” 
 
I have had an interest in 
language since a Danish 
teacher introduced me to 
Henrik Pontoppidan years 
ago, and when I find myself 
writing, be it for this paper or 
simply a letter to family, I 
find myself in a moment of 
genuine passion. But I often 
write while my friends study 
Mathematics or Chemistry – 
classes which one could say, 
 
 
  
 

would actually prepare 
them for jobs in the future. 
Each time, a nagging voice 
in my head tells me that I 
am doing somehow less, not 
worthy, a waste of time. 
  
There have been more 
instances like this, in which 
I question or have to justify 
what I do to myself and to 
others. What is the value of 
spending all night reading a 
novel? Could it get me an 
internship one day? Pro-
bably not. In college, English 
majors or in fact most 
humanities majors, can tell 
you that they are often 
asked why they do what 
they do. What is the value of 
your education and how will 
it help you in the “real 
world?” This is a question 
that can haunt me, and I 
think most of us. 
  
 
  
 
 

It seems that every choice 
we make concerning our 
education comes down to a 
cost-benefit analysis, a price 
tag with a clear value 
written out on it. We do not 
take classes if we have 
calculated that it will not fit 
into the right “package” of 
six classes. A “package” 
that we one day are going to 
show a college’s admissions   
 
 
 

Does certain education 
matter more than others?  
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some of them quite speechless. Should 
the company’s effort to diversify be 
celebrated as extraordinary? 
 
The expectations of the two interacting 
parties appeared seemingly different. 
UWCM students were very much 
interested in the ethical concerns of 
fracking, its environmental implications, 
and the questions of corporate and 
individual responsibility. The Weir 
leaders, however, were posing questions 
like “What would you look for in a boss?” 
Students were more along the lines of 
“How do you sleep at night, having sold 
your soul to corporate devil?” Besides 
the debates about the practice of 
fracking, the Weir leaders also opened up 
on a more personal level. They shared 
personal experiences of their 
comparatively longer lives, and they 
were genuinely committed to listening to 
students’ opinions. They even took notes 
of students’ comments, scribbling on the 
back of their menus. 
 
It is an oxymoron that this event that 
gave the spotlight to the students, was 
set up by an entity that goes against the 
very sense of idealism that our school 
nurtures. I was, throughout the evening, 
having flashbacks to TOK Conference’s; 
“where do we draw the line?” The sharp 
questions on accountability and 
diversity from students - and of course 
the carefully arranged dessert - created 
a contradiction. While it was an 
educational experience for both parties, 
a sense of pretence was in the air. At the 
same time our Green Flag, which now 
gently sways in the cold Maastricht air, 
must have felt like an awkward third 
wheel while we were entertaining our 
guests. Should we be hypercritical of 
everything coming our way? Should we 
keep our UWC bubble free of big bad 
corporations? Does a visit such as this 
actually nurture a sense of revolutionary 
idealism? Can we nurture a relationship 
with companies such as the Weir Group 
and further our movement at the same 
time? It’s certain that this event 
introduced us to the idea of listening to 
those who we might see as our 
antagonists in ESS class. Perhaps it 
opened the question of whether they 
should be a major part of our education. 
No matter how disputed the visit was, 
Tom, Pete, Petra and Sandra made it 
rather clear that our school stands out, 
as they served students throughout the 
evening.  I do not believe many 
educational institutions would choose to 
place their heads of staff to serve 
students, yet we got to see that the 
sentiment of a student-led community is 
present amongst us, no matter who we 
are entertaining. 
 
 

Jailed for 
refusing 
military 
service. 
 

 
19-year-old Noa Gur Golan sits in Military 
Prision 396 near Haifa. She has been 
labelled a traitor and a coward. It is not 
clear when she is going to be released, 
because she’s being detained for refusing to 
do her military service with the Israel 
Defence Force (IDF).  
 
The independent reported that Noa had 
dreamt of being an IDF pilot as a child, but 
that her views changed when she went to 
Italy to study at United World College of the 
Adriatic. When the conscription process 
began, Noa came to the conclusion she could 
not condone the “violence and death” that 
is inherent in being part of a military 
organisation. It is highly unusual for 
Israelis to refuse to do their compulsory 
military service on non-religious grounds. 
 
Noa’s statement on how the UWC movement 
influenced her viewpoint begs the question; 
“are the United World College values 
inherently pacifistic?”  
 
The founding of the UWC movement in 1962 
was the culmination of Hahn’s thinking 
about education. Hahn was a pioneer in 
education, some of his earlier initiatives 
having included Salem School in Germany 
and Outward Bound. Then, in 1958, while 
attending a conference at the NATO Staff 
College, he was inspired by the cooperation 
he witnessed between former adversaries 
from World War II. He thought that if we 
could educate young people from around the  
 
 

 

By The Flying Dutchman  

The Independent, a British 
newspaper, reported on the 12th 
of August that Israeli Noa Gur 
Golan has been jailed for 
refusing military service.  
 

world together, we could prevent future 
conflicts. From this belief in the power of 
education to change the world, the UWC 
movement was born, with a mission to make 
education a force to unite people, nations 
and cultures for peace and a sustainable 
future. To achieve its purpose, the 
movement outlined the values core to the 
Kurt Hahn's educational philosophy: 
 

- International and intercultural 
understanding 

- Celebration of difference 
- Personal responsibility and 

integrity 
- Mutual responsibility and respect  
- Compassion and service 
- Respect for the environment 
- A sense of idealism 
- Personal challenge 
- Action and personal example 

 
These were to become the building blocks of 
the colleges. But what set of ethics do they 
reflect? Are they pacifist? One can argue 
that the movement advocates that violence 
is never the answer to conflict. Or are they, 
in reality, more liberal? Are we not as 
United World College students obligated to 
intervene in other communities (or states) 
to pursue our movement's liberal values?  
 
In her interview with the independent, Noa 
further commented on the opportunities 
offered by UWC: “I have had the privilege of 
meeting friends from the Palestinian 
Territories, Jordan and other countries. I 
have gotten to know the people, their 
personal stories and not the perceptions we 
were raised upon.” To celebrate differences 
is perhaps the only ideal written in stone. 
Indeed, most likely is that Kurt Hahn meant 
for us to decide ourselves. To build our 
values on top of the movement's core, and 
to have a positive impact on the World based 
on these values. To be a force for change. 
 
Whether one agrees with pacifism or not, it 
is difficult to disagree that by fighting for 
what she believes in, Noa is a force for 
change.  
 

It is highly unusual for Israelis to refuse the compulsory 
IDF draft on non-religious grounds. 
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Last Tuesday, our Atrium was filled with 
linen-covered tables, occupied by a mix of 
students and international business 
leaders, in a variety of roles, from a 
variety of backgrounds. The Weir Group 
is a transnational company of more than 
150 years that has offices in 70 
countries. They produce pumps that are 
later used for questionable extractions of 
minerals in the Middle East and Africa, 
along with other equipment that is used 
in mining or similar endeavors. As an 
engineering company they respond to 
the needs of a market that reflects 
modern society and in the 21st century, 
the market is crying for fracking 
equipment! Fracking is a technique that 
greatly damages the environment to 
extract oil, contaminating water, 
destroying soil and biodiversity. Weir 
doesn’t do the fracking themselves, only 
manufacturing the equipment that will 
later be bought by fracking companies. 
So, the Weir Group chose to gather their 
department heads from around the world 
in the Netherlands, for an educational 
workshop focusing on “Industry 4.0”, a 
term that encompasses the current 
trend of automation and data exchange 
in manufacturing technologies. Their 
goal was to understand where their 
industry is headed, and to do so they 
needed to understand “Generation Z”. 
Yes, that is us. Hearing that Maastricht 
has a community of diverse, focus-group 
ready Generation Zers, they wanted to 
get a piece of this multicultural 
experience. Students on this island are, 
however, quite idealistic in regard to the 
environment, and therefore this meeting 
promised to be volatile. 
 
Fifty students, both day and residential, 
had a speed-dating/dinner session with 
20 Weir leaders. This time it was not only 
our student body who was diverse but 
the Weir leaders also came from around 
the world, ranging from Peru to Utah. 
Yes, the representatives were mostly 
male, and it did indeed reflect how male 
dominated their field is. Their 150 year 
legacy seems hard to move on from, yet 
still, they wish to hear the opinion of 
young people and hire individuals 
outside the archetypical white-collar 
worker of the 20th century. Weir recently 
hired Geetha Dabir, an Indian woman, as 
their first Chief Technology officer in 
March 2017. Dabir had been a Silicon 
Valley VP and General Manager of 
“Internet of Things Applications” at Intel 
before joining Weir. The impression I 
personally got from Dabir’s male co-
workers was that a female leader was 
not a familiar concept to them, leaving  
 

”Our Green Flag, which now 
gently sways in the cold 
Maastricht air, must have felt 
like an awkward third wheel 
while we were entertaining our 
guests.”  
 

By Georgia Kat 
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”I do not believe in building walls but building bridges,” pacifist Noa Gur Golanssays in case of IDF draft refusal.  

Weir Do We 
Draw The Line? 
 



The Myth of The Reliable Source 

 
As a person who works in the academic field, you 
definitely need to use sources of information to complete 
your assignments, to do research, or to read for your 
own interest. In addition, we all rely on media nowadays, 
as it is the bridge that connects us to the whole world.  
Furthermore, you recognise the fact that you should use 
reliable sources to carry out any of the abovementioned 
tasks. But what is reliability? And does it actually exist?  
Let’s explore this issue by looking at real-life examples. 
 

Reliability 
 

Let’s assume you have to write a science IA in which you 
need to reference a definition you will employ. And 
assume you have the following sources to use: an online 
blog by a high school student, an article from an 
unknown author, or an IB science book. So, which one 
will you choose then? The science book is the best option, 
so obviously you will use it.  
 
Let’s take another example to further clarify the 
concept.  
Assume you have to do some research about a political 
issue or a historical event, because the issue is going to 
be discussed in your humanities class, or because you 
are interested in knowing more about it. In this case, you 
have the following available sources: a series of Facebook 
posts by the public, a website created by a group of people 
with non-academic background, or a BBC news article. 
So, what is the best source in this case?  
 
It is preferred to use the BBC in this case, so you will 
certainly look at it. In both examples, did you ask 
yourself what makes the BBC and the IB reliable 
sources? Even if we claim that a group of experts 
produce IB books, and specialised correspondents write 
for the BBC, does that still make these sources reliable?  
 
Let’s look at two real-life issues to test our 
understanding of reliability.   
 

The Iraqi Invasion 
 

In 2003 the US invaded Iraq because The Iraqi 
government had “Weapons of Mass Destruction”. This 
claim was established when Colin Powell, the 65th United 
States secretary of state, presented a photo for “mobile 
production facility for biological weapons” in the UN 
security council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2003: Computer generated image of the mobile production 
facility  of biological weapons, presented by Colin Powel at the 
security council 

 

 

Powell added that the image was produced based on “eye-
witness accounts.” This eye-witness was Rafid Ahmad Alwan 
Al-Janabi, a chemical engineer who was present in the facility 
and who fled to Germany in 1995. 

 
 

 
 

February 2003: Colin Powell presents a model vial of anthrax in the                                                                                       
security council 

You can clearly see that a “scientific expert” was used as a 
source of information to start a war that caused hundreds of 
thousands of casualties. 
 
More importantly, the eye-witness accounts and the claims of 
the US and the UK governments were seen reliable by the 
global public opinion to start the invasion. Further, the 
picture below shows a 2002-BBC article, explaining Iraq’s 
possession of WMD’s. The picture below it, shows a 2004-BBC 
article that decides that there are no WMD’s in Iraq! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
If you relate this instance – the Iraqi invasion – to the IB and 
the BBC examples that you have already read, you can see 
that the sources we consider reliable can provide incorrect 
information as other “unreliable” ones would do. This 
instance also confuses our understanding of reliability and 
questions how we perceive it. 
 
Surprisingly, the picture shown above for the “biological 
weapon facility” turned out to be a “mobile milk 
pasteurization” and “hydrogen generation trailers”! 
 
To further assert the confusion of the concept of reliability, 
we take a second instance, and this one will influence our 
perception of reliability even more, as everyone uses social 
media and news websites constantly. 
 

 

News Companies and Social Media 
 

Aljazeera is an Arab news channel which was established 
in 1996. It broadcasts its news in many languages, mainly 
in English and Arabic.  
 
Besides that, it has about 80 bureaus around the world, 
and was nominated as one of the five best news websites, 
alongside BBC News and National Geographic, by the 
Webby Awards, an award for excellence presented 
annually by The International Academy of Digital Arts and 
Sciences, which is a judging body composed of over one 
thousand industry experts and technology innovators. 
 
In the picture below, you can see Ahmad Zaidan, Aljazeera 
Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, bureau chief. 
 

 
 
In 2016, he posted on his Facebook page a picture that 
shows the destruction caused by the Syrian regime in 
“Aleppo”, a city in the northern part of Syria. 
 

 
 
One would think that a prominent journalist of a well-
known news company always provides reliable 
information. 
 
But look at the picture below. Do you see any similarities 
between this one and the one in the Facebook post? 
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Well, they are the same. But the one below is taken in 
“Damascus”, the Syrian capital which is in the southern 
part of the country. Also, the picture below was published 
by Reuters, a news agency, and the date is 2015, so the 
event did not take place in 2016 as was written in the 
Facebook post! 
 
And this is not the end of the story…The picture below is 
taken from the IB Global Politics book (page 202), and it 
shows that Aljazeera, the news company for which the 
abovementioned journalist works, was cited two times 
(citations 8 and 11) when the book was produced!. 
 

 
 
This example emphasises that the sources which we 
consider as reliable can give us an incorrect view of what 
we are investigating, and this goes against our 
understanding that prominent news companies, for 
example, provide reliable information that can be used to 
know more about an issue, or to complete an academic 
work. 
 
In Conclusion 
 

Sources of information, for example the media, play an 
important role in our lives nowadays. Reliability is the 
term we give for sources that are trusted and are 
preferred to use, because, for instance, a group of experts 
publish the information that the source provides. 
 
The Iraqi invasion revealed how a chemical engineer – an 
alleged expert – provided incorrect information, which was 
adopted by the US and UK governments, and the BBC, to 
convince the global public opinion with the presence of 
WMD’s in Iraq, in order to justify the use of violence and 
start a catastrophic war. 
On the other hand, the fact that we cite sources that we 
think are reliable but they actually publish incorrect 
information, was exposed when Aljazeera, for which a 
journalist that posted wrong picture works, was cited as a 
“source” two times in the Global Politics book.  
 
Now, it is unsurprising to know that Oxford dictionary 
chose “post-truth” as the word of 2016. Post-truth is an 
adjective defined as ‘relating to or denoting circumstances 
in which objective facts are less influential in shaping 
public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief’. 
 
At this point, you should be questioning the reliability of 
Oxford dictionary. If you did not, then take this topic “The 
myth of the reliable source” to your friends, your school 
mates, and your TOK class to discuss it further… 
 

 
Understand that artworks and cultural phenomena 
are key to form cultural identities, is the first step to 
critically analyse the political, religious, societal and 
philosophical ideas embedded in the pieces. 
Entertainment is a powerful tool to persuade the 
mass, and influence the audience towards a particular 
ideological position. Throughout history there are 
several examples of authoritarian and non-
authoritarian states controlling art productions and 
cultural manifestation to assure one hegemonic view. 
 
Art is powerful, because it not only enables non-
acceptable concepts to be twisted and placed in 
situations which it is acceptable, but it also guides 
nations that are seeking for identity to build their 
own. The film industry in the 20th century, was 
crucial to identity building in the world’s post-war 
scenario. Two great 20th century artworks regarding 
identity formation are Seven Samurai by Akira 
Kurosawa and The Magnificent Seven by John 
Sturges. 
 
The movie Seven Samurai was released in 1954. In a 
post-war scenario, after the American Occupation, the 
imposition of ‘democracy’ and a new social order, the 
japanese society was trying to rebuild its identity. The 
once prohibited jidai-geki (samurai movies) was now 
aided by the government as key piece to form their 
identity. The movie is set in the Sengoku Period 
(1586). It is a time of social changes, political 
complications and consecutive military conflicts. 
Although it was a turbulent period it is a time of 
flowering culture and economic growth. By reflecting 
on an important and turbulent time in the past, Seven 
Samurai designed multiple characters reflecting the 
complex identities found in society after the war. 
Kurosawa’s work explores the different behaviors 
(e.g. collectivism versus individualism), as well as the 
societal roles (e.g. men and women) to rebuild the lost 
identity. 
 
The Magnificent Seven was produced in 1960. After 
the World Wars, the US was considered one of the 
world's superpowers. At that time the Cold War was in 
it’s peak, and idea of imperialism was declining due 
the British and the French imperials collapse. The US 
needed a mechanism to reshape the population’s view 
on imperialistic behavior so actions like the Operation 
Condor, would be glorified instead of criticised. 
Westerns in general fulfilled that role. According to 
Richard Slotkin “(t)hey implicitly connect the events 
they emblematize to a system of values and beliefs, 
and they are usually used in a way that suggests an 
analogy between the historical past and the present 
situation.” 
 
Noting the similar needs between the US and the 
Japanese society to shape their identity, even though 
the reason behind it was different, Sturges found in 
the Seven Samurai the perfect plot to reinforce US 
identity. 
 
The relation to turbulent but glorious times are 
present in both movies because they provide the social 
acceptance needed to embed political, social and 
philosophical ideas. As mentioned in the introduction 
of ‘Westerns, U.S. History and The Cold War’: “They 
look back upon the glory days of westerns settlement 
as they look ahead to the expression of U.S. centrality 
in the postwar world.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What Seven Samurai and Magnificent 
Seven Tell Us About Identity 

 
The relation to turbulent but glorious times are present 
in both movies because they provide the social 
acceptance needed to embed political, social and 
philosophical ideas. As mentioned in the introduction  
 
Of ‘Westerns, U.S. History and The Cold War’: “They look 
back upon the glory days of westerns settlement as they 
look ahead to the expression of U.S. centrality in the 
postwar world.” 
 
The representation and symbolism in both movies plays 
an important role in building cultural identity. The ideas 
carried by both elements provide a mechanism to shape 
people’s understanding and acceptance of certain 
actions. 
 
In Seven Samurai, the outcast personality of Kikuchiyo, 
represents the search for identity in the japanese 
postwar context. He does not have the moral values and 
the politeness of a samurai, but he also can’t stand the 
unpleasant fear of the farmers. He connects two different 
social groups, but doesn’t fit in neither of them.  
 
He embodies the struggle of existing collectively while 
defending individualistic goals. Driven by his aim to grow 
in social classes, Kikuchiyo is the symbol of the desired 
growth of japanese society. The solid social structures 
were strongly criticized by Kurosawa, and by expanding 
it to the bigger context, it also criticized the situation in 
which japan was placed after the world war. 
 
In the scene where Kikuchiyo has an outburst of anger 
presenting his views about both social groups, Kurosawa 
present his critics about the Japanese identity and his 
understanding of the international situation of Japan. 
Through the line, he explains that the cruel conditions of 
the country created a cruel and hidden personality 
among society, in which each social class carries their 
own burden and creates their own survival mode.  
 
The western version of the film, though, presents a 
different agenda. The symbolism and representation of 
the Mexican villagers and the American gunslingers, 
attempts to reinforce the nationalistic feeling instead of 
questioning the national identity. 
 
The portrayal of the helpless villagers been threatened 
by evil bandits, create the perfect scenario to justify the 
heroic act of the cowboys to rule the situation. Their act 
is seen as an altruistic action with no intentions behind 
it, but to help the ones in need. Expanding it to the Cold 
War scenario, it is the exact narrative that the 
government is looking for to justify their acts. With the 
success of the Cuban revolution, it was a constant fear 
that communism would spread around the world. The 
narrative “helped the audiences to assimilate major 
events (...) and react (positively) to ideological 
orientations”, like the Vietnamese war and Kennedy’s 
administrative policies. 
 
To conclude, entertainment mediums of communication, 
such as movies, are powerful tools to shape identities. 
Because hidden ideas are easily spread to the mass and 
it shapes people's reaction to further events in society. 
Based on the two movies, context of production 
influences the outcome of ideas presented. Using the 
greatness of historical moments, audiences are 
constantly manipulated to absorb new concepts of 
national identity. 
 
It is then clear why governments throughout the world, 
create legal mechanisms to regulate media content and 
cultural expressions. Artworks and cultural phenomena 
are extremely eye-opening for society, and thinking 
citizens are harder to control. 
 

 

Movies like Seven Samurai and 
Magnificent Seven reveal a greater 
narrative of how identity can be created 

by Luana 
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“Qui n’avance pas, recule”  
 

Qui n’avance pas, recule. So goes a French 
saying. The literal translation is something 
like ”who does not move forward, recedes”. 
Indeed, things have moved forward in 
France lately. About this time last year, 
Macron founded his own progressive 
political movement. From here on, it took 
EN MARCHE! less than a year to win the 
majority of the Assemblée Nationale, the 
French Parliament, with 308 out of the 577 
seats. In addition, Macron now holds the 
most prestigious office in L’ Hexagone at 
only 39 years of age, one year younger than 
Napoleon Bonaparte was at his 
inauguration. There have been many hopes 
for how Macron will govern, but it does 
seem that the former Socialist economy 
minister and investment banker will do it 
his own way. 
 
Besides having already removed senior 
politicians from their post to get rid of 
‘mainstream politics’, Macron called for a 
total electoral overhaul in a rare address to 
both houses of Parliament in Versailles on 
July 3rd. Macron called for a reduction of 
lawmakers by a third and the introduction 
of proportional voting so that “all political 
learnings are fairly represented.” To his 
supporters, this is just a part of Macron’s 
‘moralisation of politics’, and to others, the 
radical call comes a bit shocking. Simply 
put, Macron’s ‘moralisation of politics’ 
revolves around a series of constitutional 
changes that he, through his Justice 
Minister Francois Bayrou, has proposed to 
establish strong ethical standard within 
French politics. These measures include 
preventing politicians from hiring family or 
friends, limiting the ways of getting 
campaign funding from private 
entities or individuals, and stopping MPs  
 
 

from having seats on local authorities. 
Despite the ‘moralisation of politics’, 
Macron emphasises that he is “neither left 
nor right”. Nonetheless, the French 
strongman does have strong stances on 
numerous issues. Macron argues that pro- 
business fiscal reforms are needed to 
stimulate the French economy. More 
specifically, Macron is keen on slashing 
market regulations and lowering corporate 
taxes from 33.3% to 25% to bring the 
French economy back on track. Moreover,  
Macron’s first move in office was to pass  
reform of labour laws making it easier for 
companies to hire and fire employees. He 
also has recently been in dispute with the 
French military chief over Macron’s 
intention to cut military spending by 850 
million euros ultimately resulting in the 
military chief stepping down. 
 
While the new MP’s are settling into their 
new offices in France, it seems that Macron 
intends to march on. When it comes to the 
European Union, supporters of European 
cooperation are very happy. One could 
illustrate the relationship between the EU 
and Macron, through the story of the knight 
in shining armour coming to rescue. Indeed, 
just as nationalist movements surged in 
popularity throughout Europe and Brexit 
was keeping most MEP’s up at night, 
Macron fought off Le Penn in France to 
signal that Napoleon had returned. Yet, it 
does seem that Macron brings his strong 
desire for reform with him to the EU. Most 
noticeable, Macron has argued that the 
Eurozone needs its own budget in order to 
redistribute investments from well-
functioning economies to facing economic 
difficulties more efficiently. To EU-sceptics 
this may sound worrying, but many argue 
that in the long-term it would leave the 
Eurozone stronger. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel has indeed stated that a 
eurozone budget could be beneficial for the 
whole eurozone. In any case it is clear that 
Macron aims to be the front figure of 
European reform. 
 
Macron may emphasise that he is “neither 
left nor right”, but it is clear by now that 
 

There have been many hopes 
for how Macron will govern, 
but it does seem that the 
former Socialist economy 
minister and investment 
banker will do it his own way. 
 

both on the domestic and European scene, 
Macron pushes for reform. One should not 
think that Macron’s mantra of “neither left 
nor right” means that the French frontman 
seeks to satisfy both sides of the spectrum, 
rather it seems that he intends to do things 
his own way. But what exactly is his own 
way? Well, if you are to follow Macron’s own 
words “France needs a ‘Jupiterean’ head of 
state”. Here, Macron refers to Jupiter, the 
king of the gods in Ancient Roman 
mythology. Moreover, in an interview in 
July 2015, 10 months prior to launching his 
campaign for the presidency, Macron 
argued that the French had never 
“fundamentally wanted the king to die” and 
when asked about what is absent in French 
politics the 39-year-old strongman stated 
“The figure of a king”. Macron seem certain 
in his will to assert power. Perhaps, Macron 
is exactly the strongman we need to unify 
the EU and put a hold to the nationalist 
uprising. Or perhaps, his firmness to do it 
“his way” will mean the stalling of his 
movement.   
 
Though France’s young leader could do no 
wrong two months ago, summer has soured 
the mood. Macron’s approval ratings are 
down to 36%. According to the British 
Newspaper, the Economist, the source of the 
people’s discontent comes down to three 
factors. Firstly, Macron’s authoritative 
attitude or, “Jupiterian rule” as the leader 
might say, does not please the French 
voters. Secondly, Macron is proving 
unpopular for doing the right thing. Some of 
his economically sound plans involve 
uncomfortable changes and spending cuts. 
Lastly, Macron refuses to talk to the press 
unless necessary. This leaves images to 
speak for themselves. Many tabloid papers 
have picked up sensitive pictures – from 
laughing with Rihanna to playing Tom 
Cruise in a fighter-pilot suit – all of which 
undermine his strongman image.  
 
Macron ran a campaign much based on his 
persona. The future will tell whether he can 
live up to the image established. 
 
 

According to a BBC investigation, 
air monitors in Switzerland 
detected large quantities of one gas 
coming from a location in Italy in 
August. However, the Italian 
submission to the UN records just 
a tiny amount of the substance 
being emitted. This incident raises 
some obvious questions.  
 
Among the key provisions of the 
Paris climate deal, signed by 195 
countries in December 2015, is the 
requirement that every country, 
rich or poor, has to submit an 
inventory of its greenhouse-gas 
emissions every two years. Under 
UN rules, most countries produce 
"bottom-up" records, based on how 
many car journeys are made or 
how much energy is used for 
heating homes and offices. But air-
sampling programmes that record 
actual levels of gases, such as those 
run by the UK and Switzerland, 
sometimes reveal errors and 
omissions.  
 
In 2011, Swiss scientists first 
published their data on levels of a 
gas called HFC-23 coming from a 
location in northern Italy. Between 
2008 and 2010, they had recorded 
samples of the chemical, produced 
in the refrigeration and air 
conditioning industries, which is 
14,800 times more warming to the 
atmosphere than CO2. Now BBC 
reports that scientists at the 
Jungfraujoch Swiss air monitoring 
station, have monitored that is still 
going into the atmosphere. In 
response, the Italian environment 
agency has stated that its record of 
greenhouse gasses is correct and 
complies with UN regulations and 
that it does not accept the Swiss 
figures.  
 
Italy is however not the only 
country which is suspected to 
release non accurate inventory of 
greenhouse gasses. Levels of some 
emissions from India and China are 
so uncertain that experts say their 
records are plus or minus 100%. 
Russia is also believed to provide 
flawed information with methane 
emissions data of 30-40% 
uncertainty. 
 
By now, it is rather obvious to state 
that these flaws pose a bigger 
threat to the Paris climate 
agreement than US President 
Donald Trump's withdrawal. 

 

A Swiss air monitor has 
caught Italy red handed and 
revealed great flaws in the 
Paris climate agreement.  

 
 

By The Flying Dutchman  

 

By The Flying Dutchman  
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Trump is not 
Paris’ greatest 
threat. 
 



UBER to protect the taxi industry. However, 
banning technological advancements may 
not be a sustainable way forward. Instead, 
we should try to create a framework where 
we can also benefit from The Fourth 
Industrial Revolution as we have done with 
the preceding revolutions. Therefore, more 
profound changes may be needed. Finland 
was the first to experiment with basic 
income to respond to atomisation and 
perhaps this is the way forward. This may 
seem like a radical approach but many 
economists agree that this may indeed be 
the way forward. Robert J. Shiller, winner 
of the 2013 Nobel in Economics and 
Professor of Economics at Yale University, 
voiced his concerns when he stated “you 
cannot wait until a house burns down to buy 
fire insurance on it. We cannot wait until 
there are massive dislocations in our 
society to prepare for “the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution.” It does seem that many 
changes are to come and that one needs to 
be ready to accept and adapt to these 
changes. 
 
As with all change, we are afraid of what is 
to come. Will Artificial Intelligence be the 
end of human civilisation? Unlikely. Most 
economists agree that like with the 
industrial revolutions that has gone before 
The Fourth Industrial Revolution, it has the 
potential to raise global income levels and 
improve quality of life around the world. It 
also, however, has the potential to lead to 
our very own extinction. As legendary Karl 
Schwab puts it, “there has never been a time 
of greater promise, or greater peril.” 
 
 

It has a grand name. The Weir 
Company talked about it. Entire 
Industries are adjusting to it. But 
what is it? 

discovered. The speed of current 
breakthroughs has no historical precedent. 
More things than ever before are being 
invented and it is no longer limited to the 
Information Technology industry. Every 
industry is adapting to the new 
technological breakthroughs. The biggest 
companies are trying to disrupt the market 
themselves through research and 
development spending, while also staying on 
the forefront of what is going on in the 
industry to avoid being disrupted 
themselves. But wait? What is disruption? 
Well, disruption is also a fancy new 
buzzword that refers to new technological 
breakthroughs making older companies, or 
entire industries, obsolete. For instance, the 
driving service UBER that has made the old 
taxi industry struggle for survival or the 
streaming platform Netflix that wiped out 
Blockbuster – if you still remember what 
Blockbuster was…   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We need to be ready to adapt to this changes 
on a societal level. Indeed, the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution does also pose some 
threats. Automation ‘disrupts’ the labour 
market making workers obsolete and, as IB 
economics students may know, this is likely 
to result in structural unemployment. 
Societies must be prepared to address these 
changes. Countries like Denmark and 
France have already banned services like  
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The Fourth  
Industrial Revolution 

 

By The Flying Dutchman  

Book of the 
Month 

Glenn Campbell 
Spotted at Mostar 

 
Glenn Campbell spoke with the 
Head of College of UWC Mostar. 
Why? We don’t know, and most 
likely such information is 
classified. As evidence a UWC 
Mostar student sent us student us 
this picture of the meeting.   
 
 
 

 
The First Industrial Revolution started 
around 1740 and ended around 1840. 
Simply put, it was the transition from hand 
production methods to machines, new 
chemical manufacturing and the rise of the 
factory system. The Second Industrial 
Revolution took place in the final third of 
the 19th century and beginning of the 20th 
century and refers to the rapid phase of 
industrialization during these years. The 
Third Industrial Revolution came with the 
introduction of the internet that revamped 
most industries. 
 

“We stand on the brink of a 
technological revolution that will 

fundamentally alter the way that we 
live, and relate to one another.” 

 
Now, economists are stating that we are 
about to enter the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. According to the World 
Economic Forum, “we stand on the brink of 
a technological revolution that will 
fundamentally alter the way we live, and 
relate to one another.” But what is all this 
fuzz about? Well, you may have heard of 
either AI, 3D printing, drones, self-driving 
cars, internet of things, fintech, or 
automaton. The term ‘The Fourth Industrial 
Revolution’ encompasses all of these.  
 
What separates The Fourth Industrial 
Revolution from the Third is the pace at 
which technological breakthroughs are 
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We have a role to play in this, too.  
 

In the fall of 2014, Ari Satok set off 
on a storytelling journey around 
the world. For close to one year, he 
travelled to international schools 
on four different continents, on a 
mission to capture the stories of 
the schools’ students, who came 
from all corners of the globe to live 
and learn together. Drawn from a 
year of interviews, The Architects 
of Hope tells sixteen of these 
students’ magnificent stories 
through poetry. From the story of 
Kainat, a young woman from 
Pakistan shot by the Taliban in 
their quest to suppress girls’ 
education, to the story of Aiham, a 
young man from Syria forced to flee 
his homeland as civil war engulfed 
it, to the story of Sibia, a young 
woman from Guatemala all too 
aware of her country’s glaring 
educational inequalities, this 
poetry collection speaks to the 
hardship and adversity faced by 
young people all around the world. 
But it reminds us, in poem after 
poem, of the remarkable hope for a 
better tomorrow shared by these 
same young people: a hope that 
speaks in all languages and 
cultures. 
 



Monthly Mixtape 
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Film Spotlight 

COMEDY  
RUNNING TIME 45 MIN 
RELEASED JULY 11th 2015  
 
Aaron Williams (Andy Samberg) and Charles Poole 
(Kit Harington) are professional tennis players who 
face off in what becomes the longest match in 
history. “7 Days in Hell” is the mockumentary that 
explores the backgrounds of the two competitors. 
 

DOCUMENTARY 
RUNNING TIME 83 MIN 
RELEASED APRIL 23rd 2017  
 
He is the known as the master in the dark arts of 
politics. He plants the seeds that allow businessmen 
and moguls such as Trump to enter the political arena 
and upend the establishment. His deliberate use of 
disinformation has made him hated by average people 
and politicians alike. To them, he has only one 
comment: “I revel in your hatred”.  
 

DRAMA, THRILLER 
RUNNING TIME 137 MIN 
RELEASED March 30th 2006  
 
In 1983 East Berlin, dedicated Stasi officer Gerd 
Wiesler, doubting that a famous playwright is loyal to 
the Communist Party, receives approval to spy on 
the man and his actress-lover Christa-Maria. Wiesler 
becomes unexpectedly sympathetic to the couple, 
then faces conflicting loyalties when his superior 
orders Wiesler to get the playwright out of the way. 
 

Upcoming Events 
CHRISTIAN SCOTT 
ATUNDE ADJUAH 
	
Christian Scott is a two time 
Edison winning, grammy 
award nominated trumpeter, 
composer, producer and 
bandleader with an 
unmistakeable sound and 
something to say. The New 
Orleans style jazz artist 
ushering is performing in 
Maastricht Monday 20th 
November at Bonbonnière. 
  
Praised by everyone from 
Rolling Stone, to Pitchfork, to 
NPR Music, this is a concert 
you don’t want to miss.  
Tickets can be bought on 
jazzmaastricht.com  
 

MAASTRICHT 
JAZZ AWARDS 
 
In cooperation with the  
Conservatory of Maastricht 
JazzMaastricht presents the 
second annual international 
jazz competition in Maastricht, 
the Maastricht Jazz Awards. 
  
You can experience the 
excitement of the competition 
for free Wednesday the 8th 
November at Muziekgieterij.  
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Where is my photo? It costs so much! You are 
inefficient guys! These are questions and 
statements Poetae Lucis Media receive from the 
community regularly. What are the answers to 
these questions? We asked a member of Poetae. 
 
 
TFD: So I understand that you are member of this here Poetae 
Lucis media agency? 
 
POETAE: Yes, Poetae Lucis Media 
 
TFD: Right, right… so what do you guys try to achieve as social 
enterprise in media? 
 
POETAE: So, our goal as a social enterprise is to capture the 
moments here in UWC Maastricht in order to preserve memories 
that you can look back on for a long time to come. But aside from 
covering school events, we are a creative group of individuals 
looking to tell stories and share them with the community. 
 
TFD: Lot’s of people here in our UWC community are wondering 
why Poetae, as a service, charge and ask for money? 
 
POETAE: Excellent question, so while it is true that our main 
aim is to offer a service to the community, we also aim to be a 
social enterprise, by being sustainable over generations of UWC-
ers to come. The money that we do charge conferences and other 
organizations is also a fraction of the cost that a media agency 
in the city would charge, and the money that we do receive 
doesn’t go into our pockets - although I sometimes wish it did - 
instead we use it to constantly improve our quality of stories 
that we produce. 
 
TFD: Sounds like quite the undertaking, is there something that 
is particularly difficult in being part of a team? 
 
POETAE: Well [name extracted], one thing that isn't rather 
difficult but more exhausting is the photobooths. It's something 
lots of people look forward to and are excited to see have 
pictures with all their friends, but the tiring part comes in with 
the factor that while everyone else is enjoying the party or the 
evening, you're stuck taking a button for ages until the line dies 
down. We still would very much like to provide the photobooth 
as a service to the community, however; looking to this year and 
future events, we would like to limit the time frame in which 
they are available so that our team can enjoy the party and event 
as well.  
 
TFD: I know that after I have my picture taken and I'm sure I 
look fly, I want to be able to post it online as soon as possible. 
When you take pictures of an event, how come it takes so long 
for it to come out? 
 
POETAE: I know in the past we have sometimes taken a while 
to post pictures, so this year we have made it so that we will set 
a 2 week time frame for the photos of the event and 3-4 weeks 
for videos, at the most. But just keep in mind that we are 
students just like you who are working on them, we have 
deadlines, CAS, and all the other craziness that goes on in UWC. 
We want to enjoy our time here too and participate in the events, 
not just cover them. 
 
TFD: Okay I think that's all the space we have here on this 
month’s edition of the illustrious Flying Dutchmen, any last 
points to add? 
 
POETAE: We want to be as inclusive to the community as 
possible! If you have any content, ideas, or want to get involved 
in anyway possible just contact Ajay or any of the Poetae 
members! We are currently implementing a more structured 
system for you to submit your own work but for now just shoot 
an email or stop and talk. 
 
TFD: Thanks so much [name extracted] 
 
POETAE: Pleasure's been all mine. 
 

Poetae Lucis Media is an established part of our 
community. Yet as highlighted in the interview, 
Poetae Lucis Media, though hard-working and 
determined, are regularly met by criticism from the 
community.  
 
One such criticism is that Poetae charge too much for 
coverage of events. The answer to this is simple: 
Poetae was created as a social entrepreneurship in 
order to be sustainable, and to constantly improve the 
quality in order to provide better experiences for our 
community. To be sustainable and achieve this 
mission, money is needed. As said none of the money 
goes into their pockets; all is funneled it into Poetae 
and thus the community.  
 
It is perhaps also important to consider that Poetae is 
made up of students. They have deadlines to meet, 
CAS to do, and all the other silliness that goes on in 
UWC. It is easy to complain about the time it takes 
before we can upload our fly photos to Instagram, 
much harder to appreciate the work that went with 
creating that picture. To relief the workload Poetae 
would like to tweak the concept of photobooths for 
most events and conferences. More specifically, 
Poetae wish to change the time spent at the 
photobooth rather than participating in the event is 
something that they would like to change. Poetae, 
however, still like to provide the photobooth as a 
service to the community, but want to set a limit to 
the time frame in which they are available so that the 
team can enjoy the party and event as well. We should 
maybe ask ourselves whether we are too harsh on 
Poetae Lucis Media?  
 

 

By The Flying Dutchman & Poetae Lucis Media 
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To first year students the function of the Student 
Council may seem unclear, and therefore we would 
like to clarify how we work to improve your life on this 
island. The Student Council consists of Alejo, 
Jacqueline, Jeppe, Muaad, Shrey, YiWynn and Stefano.  

Together we work within a portfolio-based system. 
Alejo and Muaad work within the “Academics” 
portfolio which concerns everything related to your 
academic life. Jeppe, YiWynn and Jacqueline are in the 
“Student Life” portfolio and their domain ranges from 
community activities to academics as well as the 
general well-being of the student body – both 
residential and day. Stefano and Shrey head the 
“Community Events” portfolio and have the 
responsibility for the events taking place during the 
school year. These events are conferences, culture 
weeks, and community time. If you have concerns 
regarding current events or perhaps seek to start a 
new event Shrey and Stefano can help you.  

The portfolios are, however, very flexible and we work 
together more often than not, but they are set in place 
for you to feel more comfortable with who to approach 
if you have a specific concern. We hope that you will 
approach us with whatever is on your mind. In that 
way, we can improve our community altogether.   

This year we have passed a Student Council 
constitution which expresses the rights of DP 
students and the function of the Student Council. It is 
now recognized by the Participation Council and 
Dutch Law. If you want to read up on your rights 
within the school as a student we encourage you to 
read it. The constitution will be shared with you this 
week.  

Again, we would like to stress that if you have any 
concern or idea that you would like to address to the 
Student Council, please do not hesitate tod do so.  
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POETAE 
LUCIS 

MONEY? 



ATTENTION! 
 
 

If you are experiencing some of the following symptoms 
there is a chance you may be experiencing your third 

term. 
 

§ Existential Anxiety 
§ Easily Bored 
§ Issues with authority 
§ Always making excuses 
§ Losing interest and quitting anything that doesn’t 

come easily to you. 
§ Very critical of government 
§ Always tired 
§ Trust issues 
§ Fear of not living up to potential 
§ Always looking for a new form of escapism 
§ Reads wikipedia articles in spare time.  
§ Need for instant gratification 
§ Thinking you are better than everyone despite 

having nothing to show for it 
§ Sudden interest in psychology 
§ Risk taking behaviour 
§ Refusing to ask for help 
§ Need for constant validation 
§ Nonesxistent motivation 
§ Not trying to work in school because you believe 

you are destined for greatness. 
§ Thursday has become “little Friday”. 
§ “I can always talk to the teachers about my 

predicted” 
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“Shh the Dutch Law is speaking to me” 
 

When you stay on the Island for too long 
 

Kurt Hahn’s true disciple 
 

“Communal Space is strong  
with these ones” 

 
“Do or do not. There is a math test on Monday” 

 
 

“You will never late slip alone” 
 
“Man’s hot” 
 
 
 
 
“Walking into  
  Friday-Space be like” 
 
“I’m totally going to be 
Klopp in Eindhoven” 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharking 
intensifies 

Crush on Firstie  

”My teacher 
respects that we 

have other 
deadlines in 

October” 

“Boom Clap” 
“I can make it 
onto Fels footy 

team” 

Asked to 
rewrite my EE  

 
She said no 

 
Her friend said 

no too 

 
Applied to every 

conference 
 

 
Chose MUN 

because “I enjoy 
it” 
 

 
Did they try to be 

MMF? 
 

 
“We’ll be back 

before check-in, 
no worries” 

 
McDonalds is the 
only constant in 

my life 

 
“I have a 

relationship back 
home” 

 
 
 

 
McDonalds is 

the only 
constant in my 

life 

 
Socks  

+ 
 Flip Flops 

 
Still do not 

know who Kurt 
Hahn is 

 
I dab in secret 

 
Banned from 

the US 

 
My roommates 
are bonkers… 

 
There are now 

fish in the moat 
and it scares me 

 
I didn’t feel 
intimidated 

talking to the 
Fels 

 
Did not fill in 
the CAS form 

 
Got my first late 
slip of the year 

 
I feel weird 

when I leave the 
Island 

“They might own the building, but we own them” 
 

“My name is Jabir. I am tonight’s entertainment” 
 

“Seconds?” 
 
“I want to say I really 
 liked this performance” 
 
“Any sharks out there? I don’t bite” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sharking illustrated 
 

“¡Ay, caramba!”  
 

“Your firstie cute” 
 
“When them firsties arrive” 
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