
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synthetic 

Textile 

Characteristics Uses 

Polyester Tough, strong and hard 

wearing. Very versatile. Hold 

colour well. Non- absorbent 

so this means its quick 

drying. Machine washes 

well. Often blended with 

other fibres. 

Clothing, Fleece 

garments, bedsheets, 

carpets, Wadding, 

Rope, threads, 

backpacks, umbrellas, 

and sportswear. 

 

Polymide  

(Nylon) 

Good strength, Hard-

wearing, non-absorbent, 

easily and frequently 

blended with other fibres 

Clothing, ropes, 

webbings, parachutes 

and sports materials. 

Used as a tough 

thread on garments. 

Elastane 

(Lycra) 

Added to fabric to 

enhance working 

properties, particularly to 

add stretch. Allows freedom 

of movement. Quick drying, 

holds colour well and 

machine washable 

 

Sportswear, exercise 

clothing, swimwear, 

hosiery, surgical and 

muscular supports. 

Natural 

Fibres 

Characteristics Uses 

Cotton Soft, strong, Absorbent, cool 

to wear and easily 

washable. Cotton fabrics 

can be given a brushed 

finish to increase their 

properties. 

Most clothing, 

especially shirts, 

underwear and 

denim can be from 

cotton. Towels and 

bedsheets are 

made from cotton. 

Wool  Form fine and soft to thick 

and coarse. Wool is crease 

resistant. Often blended with 

other fibres to add 

functionality. 

Jumpers, suits, coats 

and winter 

accessories. 

Specialist wools are 

very expensive. 

Silk Very soft and has a fine 

finish. Gentle of skin and can 

keep you cool in the summer 

yet warm in the winter. Silk 

drapes well and is absorbent 

and strong. Can crease 

easily and is very expensive. 

Luxury clothing 

including dresses, 

soft furnishings, bed 

sheets, silk paintings 

and wall hangings. 

Construction Characteristics Uses 

Knitted 

fabric 

Warm to wear, 

different knits 

have different 

properties such 

as stretch and 

shape retention. 

Socks, 

jumpers, 

leggings, 

tights, 

Cardigans, 

Soft toys. 

Bonded 

Fabrics 

Fabrics lack 

strength and 

have no grain this 

means that the 

fabric can be cut 

in any direction 

and do not fray 

Dish cloths, 

tea bags, 

Disposable 

items such 

as 

protective 

clothing. 

Blended 

fibres 

Characteristics Uses 

Poly-

cotton 

More durable than 

pure cotton but not 

as breathable. Can 

be  produced more 

cheaply than 

cotton alone. Many 

blends are 

available. 65% 

cotton 35% 

polyester to 50/50 

are common 

General 

clothing, 

sheets and 

bedding. Can 

be used as an 

alternative to 

most cotton 

products. 

Critical Content- Fibres and Fabrics 

Textiles are highly adaptable and 

can be constructed to maximise 

different properties including very 

high strength and weight ratio, 

which means less material can be 

used to make strong, robust 

products. 

Textiles are available in many 

different forms including rolls, yarns 

and fibres. Some textiles can be very 

cheaply produced and some are 

extremely expensive, especially 

when using rare fibres and labour 

intensive techniques. 

 
The categories of textiles are: 

Natural Fibres 

Synthetic Fibres 

Blended or Mixed Fibres 

Non-Woven or Bonded Fibres 

Knitted Textiles 

 

Fabric Constructions 

Knitted Woven 
Bonded 


