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A welcome 
from the Principal
I would like to welcome you to our new newsletter where we 
will provide up to date information regarding all things taking 
place in the Academy.  Our first term of this academic year has 
been extremely busy. Amongst other things we have appointed 
a new Head Boy and Girl, have launched our Hot Chocolate 
Friday with the Principal, have had a number of careers trips 
and had an Ofsted Inspection - the outcome of which will be 
shared with you as soon as it is published. 

It gives me great pleasure to lead Grace Academy and I look 
forward to continuing to develop the Academy in partnership 
with parents and carers.

Janina Taylor
Principal

Science
In the science department we are keen to 
develop a love of science and encourage our 
students to pursue further study of science. 
Science plays a huge role in society today 
and wherever possible we link the scientific 
concepts to scenarios that the students will 
be familiar with, for example communication 
devices, blood and organ donation and 
sustainable developments. 

Another passion of the science team here at 
Grace Academy Coventry is practical work. 
The skills developed during these lessons are 
widely transferable and the practical work we 
do helps to develop a deeper understanding 
of the subjects we study.

The Maths Department. [left to 
right] Mr Booth, Mr Osoba, 
Miss Patel and Mr Chiradza

Humanities
In the humanities department, we aim to create a sense 
of awe and wonder throughout our three subjects; 
history, geography and religious studies. Every aspect 
of our world falls under these subjects and will continue 
to be relevant as our students reach adulthood. Within 
history, students go into depth with understanding 
chronology as well as exploring aspects of history from 
across the world. In geography, students can discover 
how natural hazards are formed and the impacts it can 
have on people across different continents. In Religious 
Studies, students develop their oracy and discussion 
skills by exploring religious themes including the death 
penalty and war.

Our passion, as a department, is that students use the 
skills and knowledge that they receive from us to be 
tolerant, respectful and informed human beings who can 
thrive in our ever changing, ever challenging society. A biology demonstration in science class

[ Department Focus ]
Maths
We pride ourselves on being positive, encouraging 
mathematicians within the classroom! Mathematics is 
essential for everyday life and understanding the world 
we live in. Maths is fundamental to most fields, including 
engineering, science, technology and ICT. In our maths 
lessons we strive to prepare our young students for later 
life by equipping them with the skills needed to study 
further or into employment. 

We aim to set individualised goals for our students to 
encourage them to aim high. We have differentiated tasks 
within the lesson to ensure no student is left behind. These 
aims are important to us to ensure our students gain the 
best possible outcomes. 

We try and encourage our students to have the resilience 
to keep challenging themselves through extension tasks as 
well as answering exam style questions in their end of topic 
assessments. Students will become independent learners 
and will become reflective as we use self-assessment 
regularly to assess progress and impact. 

At Grace Academy we strive to ensure that students have 
achieved their full potential and are equipped to make a 
positive contribution in their lives. 
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Family Support
At Grace Academy

We appreciate that every family goes through a lot and there are a variety of services 
available for families through Grace Academy.

We can offer practical and emotional support for you and your family, direction to other services 
that may be able to help and support during difficult times to enable you to make informed 

choices. We can also issue food bank vouchers when needed and much more…

If you would like to find out more contact Tina Clough on 02476 589 000 
or email Tinaclough@graceacademy.org.uk

English
We believe that English is never irrelevant and it 
surrounds every part of our day-to-day life. There is 
something profound about getting students engaged 
in English and whether it is helping a student to find 
‘the book’ that hooks them into reading or whether it’s 
the imaginative spark that triggers a love of creative 
writing. As a team, we all share the same common goal: 
the love of imparting the same love of the subject that 
we have into learners in the hope that one day, they too 
will pass on that passion.

English is a subject is unique in that it can be applied 
to every facet of life. We see English on the news and 
in politics where we can evaluate how effective public 
speaking can be; we can read letters from World War 
2 soldiers and analyse how emotion is shown; and we 
can write diaries and blogs to show our inner most 
feelings. The subject’s versatility makes us want all 
students get the same fun and enjoyment from English 
that we get. 

I am also Head of Modern Foreign Languages at Grace 
Academy Coventry. Languages equip students with 
a life skill that surpasses a piece of paper: it gives 
them the opportunities and freedom. Out of all the 
qualifications, fewer are more powerful than being able 
to confidently speak a different language. 

We offer two languages (French and Spanish) because 
they are some of the most widely-spoken languages 
in the world and I believe that the prospects that they 
provide are so important for young people, regardless 
of their background or future career. Within the MFL 
faculty, we have Ms. Sykes and Miss. Cores.

In a society where the class system can hold people 
back, the ability to understand different languages and 
cultures is barrier-breaking. Nothing gives the team 
more pleasure than seeing students come to the school 
with no prior knowledge of a language and being able 
to enjoy (not just with a qualification) but being able to 
communicate in a different language. 

There are so many possibilities that are opened with 
the ability to speak another language, from forging 
links in the community to being able to work in different 
countries. 

For us, teaching languages gave us an escape from 
the struggles of society and we hope to create a similar 
love of the subject for the students of Grace Academy.

The English Department. [left to right] Mr Aspinall, Mr Mann, Mr Beamish, 
Mr Tucker, Miss Cores, Ms Sykes and Mrs Ashraf.

[ Department Focus ]
PE
We are very pleased to report that we have had a huge turnout for enrichment clubs this 
term. To follow are just some of the highlights...

In netball, Year 7 won against Westwood Academy 7-6 while Year 9 drew with Whitley 
Academy 9-9. Year 8 and 10 have had numerous games and, whilst there have been no wins 
as of yet, they are really improving as a team with results getting closer and closer.

In basketball, we wish KS4 good luck in the final of the school games. Their journey to the 
final has already seen them achieve victory over four other schools. 

Onto boys football and our year 11 team won 3-1 against BlueCoat and 9-1 against Heart of 
England. Year 9 were victorious over Tudor Grange by two goals to one to progress into the 
next round of the WMSFA cup. Years 7 and 8 have also had fixtures with very close results. 
Finally, we are delighted to announce that Junior Yawli and Richard Opoku have gained 
places in the ProDirect Football academy.

In rugby, we are also very proud of Spencer Smith (year 11) who has gained a place in the 
Rugby Town FC Academy. It is great to see students choosing a sporting pathway once they leave school. 

On a final note, GAC has entered into all of the Coventry school games competitions for the rest of the academic 
year. These competitions include trampolining, girls football, sportshall athletics, footgolf, and basketball. 

Lots to look forward to!

[ Department Focus ]
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General Election

Home/school Partnership

General election battle at Grace Academy 
Coventry secures victory for Labour

Students at Grace Academy were invited to vote in a mock 
election battle to reveal their political views.

The students from lower school and Post 16 worked 
together to create election stands to promote the policies 
of the main political parties: Conservatives, Labour, Lib 
Dems, Green Party and UKIP.

Hundreds of students from across the Academy were 
invited to vote for their favoured party, and the votes 
were counted by the Head Boy and Head Girl, Post 16 
philosophy, English and Business students.

Student David Bentley said he was voting for the 
Conservatives, and explained:

“I believe in their morals and what they stand for, and that 
they will get our country out of Brexit.  I will be living in a 
time when Brexit will be done.  The Conservatives represent 
important British values such as respect and democracy.”

Other student comments included;

“I’m voting Lib Dems because their aim is to look at the 
young people’s generation and plan to stop Brexit.  They 
will need to see what young people need for their future.”

“The Green party is moving forward in restoring the 
environment and prioritizing our future. I agree with the 
higher income people giving more to help others and 
recognise that this party will do more to help disabled 
people and the disadvantaged.”

The results were then announced by 
Principal Janina Taylor, and in a nail-biting 
finish, Labour were announced the winners.

Seta Bassi, Head of Business, commented:

“Activities like this may encourage students and parents 
to vote, and it’s all part of our Citizenship and PSHE 
requirements.  It’s important to know how we vote and what 
we vote for.”

One of our aims this year is to improve the 
communication between home and school.

We would like to encourage all parents/guardians to visit 
our website where you will find a new tab specifically for 
parents.  It is in this area that we will post all up to date 
information including copies of all letters sent home.  

As part of the ongoing development of our website you can 
also find information regarding the content which your child 
is studying via the ‘Subjects’ area.  

Here you will find all the critical content for all subjects and 
areas to revise ahead of Assessment Points.

In addition, please follow us on Twitter: @GACoventry, and 
of course feel free to email the Academy directly.  

We will also be holding a series of Parent Forums and 
details of these will be posted on the website and Twitter.

[ STUDent Focus ]
Student Council 
Appointments 
This term, our Student Council 
members were selected. Students 
had the opportunity to put themselves 
forward to be part of our Student 
Council, and then we encouraged student voice as 
every student had the opportunity to vote. 

We are very pleased here at Grace Academy to 
introduce our Student Council members, as well 
as our Head Boy, David Bentley and Head Girl, 
Glorieness Depisco. 

Our Council have taken part in our Remembrance 
Service, student panel meetings, led anti-bullying 
assemblies and helped initiate our school election. 

We are looking forward to seeing all that our Student 
Council will achieve in the near future and are proud 
of how they show our Grace Values very well. 

Hot Chocolate 
with the Principal 
This term we launched an opportunity for students to have 
hot chocolate with the Principal each Friday.  The majority of 
our students arrive to school on time every day and commit 
themselves to working hard in all lessons.  As Principal I 
wanted to create a space where I could spend some time 
with students and recognise their efforts.  Although not a 
fan of hot chocolate myself, it is clear this is a favourite of 
students!  

Each week teachers get to nominate students who have 
gone above and beyond in their lessons. It is a lovely way to 
end the week!

800 STUDENTS TAKE 
PART IN REMEMBRANCE 
SERVICE
Over 800 students from every year group at Grace 
Academy Coventry took part in a memorial service on 
Remembrance Day, recognising the men and women 
who have given their lives in the service of their 
country.

The service started with a formal procession by 
members of the Student Council and, after a two-
minute silence, 200 poppies were released into the 
atrium at the heart of the Academy.  Speaking at the 
service, Principal Janina Taylor said:

“This is the best possible way of exhibiting our 
Academy’s values of Grace, Respect, Integrity, Potential 
and Excellence as we remember those who fought, 
suffered and died for our country.  Remembrance is 
something that can be shared.  It is a symbol of hope, 
peace and understanding.”

Organiser Emily Williams, Ethos Assistant, added:

“It is so important to teach the students the importance 
of respect for those who lost their lives on behalf of 
us all. It’s great to have the student council involved to 
model to the rest of the Academy the importance of 
remembrance.”

Poppies hanging from the ceiling in the atrium at Grace 
Academy Coventry, at the heart of the Academy.



Spring 
6th January 2020 Inset Day 
7th January 2020 Start of Spring Term
3-7th February 2020 Yr 10&12 Assessment Week
10-14th February 2020 Yr 7-9 Assessment Week
20th February 2020 Yr 11 & 13 Parents evening* 
21st February 2020 Last day before Half Term 
2nd March 2020 Restart after Half Term
2-13th March 2020  Yr 11 & 13 Formal pre-public 

exams (mocks)
2nd April 2020 Yr 10 & 12 Parents evening* 
9th April 2020 Inset Day 
10th April – 24th April 2020 Easter Holidays 

Summer 
27th April 2020 Start of Summer Term 
4th May 2020 Bank Holiday 
22nd May 2020 Last day before Half Term
1st June 2020 Restart after Half Term
19th June 2020 Yr 7-9 Assessment Week
26th June 2020 Yr 8 Parents evening*
 Yr 10&12 Assessment Week
1st July 2020 Transition Day
9th July 2020 Yr 9 Parents evening*
17th July 2020 End of Academic Year 
20th & 21st July 2020 Two Inset Days

Reception: 02476 589 000    |    Absence: 02476 589 000 ext 3509

Web: coventry.graceacademy.org.uk    |    Email: coventry@graceacademy.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/graceacademycoventry    |    Twitter: @GACoventry

THANK YOU
for reading

Important dates

Contact us

Our Vision and Values

We look forward to keeping you up to date 
with our future editions.

Photo Permission Forms & Data Collection Sheets
 
Just a gentle reminder that these forms capture important information that the Academy is required to collect 
for all students. Please could you return these as soon as possible to ensure that your child is able to participate 
in all activities available to them. If we do not have the correct, up to date information on our system this could 
cause a safeguarding issue if we are unable to get hold of you should we need to. 

At Grace Academy, we aim to be aspirational, proud of who we are and seek what is true, just and fair within 
an environment where all of our students feel happy and safe. We will provide a high quality curriculum that 
challenges all of our students to strive for excellence in all that they do. Our values of Grace, Respect, Integrity, 
Potential and Excellence permeate all we do.

*  Your son/daughter will come home with an appointment card to book appointments for these evenings.


