
YEAR 8 MASKS 

African masks represent the spirit of the 

ancestors that passed away a long 

time ago. 

They are thought to control the evil in 

the community. 

Masks are worn during dances. The 

mask  is believed to channel a spirit 

through the dancer. This music influ-

ences the dancers movements. 

Some of the masks are made to look 

like animals, they show the strong 

bond between community and nature 

Masks are one of the elements  of Afri-

can art that have influenced Europe-

an and Western art in the 20th century, 

artistic movements such as cubism, 

fauvism and expressionism have taken 

inspiration from Africa.  

African art has been interpreted by 

many artists in different time periods. 

One of these  is the Cubist periods . 

Many of the artists got their ideas from 

African Art. One of these artist was 

Pablo Picasso also the founder of Cub-

ism. 

 

Pablo Picasso 

October 1881- 

April 1973 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The face on the left  is part of a big-

ger painting by Pablo Picasso called 

Les Demoiselle d’Avignon was paint-

ed in 1907. It is the most famous ex-

ample of cubism. 

In this painting he abandoned all 

known form and representation of 

traditional art. He used  

distortion of the female body  

And used geometric  forms. 

It shows the influence of  

African art. 

 

Analytical Cubism—The first stage of 

the Cubism movement was called An-

alytical Cubism. Artist would study an 

subject and break it up into different 

blocks. They would look at the blocks 

from a different angel  and then recon-

struct the subject, painting the  blocks 

from different view points. 

Synthetic Cubism—The second stage 

of Cubism, which introduced the idea 

of adding in other materials in a col-

lage. Artists would use coloured paper 

newspapers and other materials to 

represent the different blocks of the 

subject.  

                                       African fang mask 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sculpture:Modigliani 

Subject This is an early example of 

Analytical Cubism by George 

Braque. (Violin and Candlestick 1910) 

Many different angels and blocks are 

presented to the viewer.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3c/Violin_and_Candlestick.jpg

