
 

 

Progression grids 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

AO1 
Inference and 
interpretation  

Inferences made and 
supported by relevant 
textual reference with a 
brief explanation. 
 
 
 

Inferences and 
deductions are made.  
These are supported 
by relevant textual 
references which are 
clearly explained and 
offer a brief analysis. 
 

Emerging interpretations 
are evident.  Comments 
are securely based in 
more apt quotation 
choices which are 
analysed fully, including 
attempts to identify 
different layers of 
meaning. 
 

Interpretations are supported 
by a range of relevant and apt 
textual references which are 
analysed in depth. 

Range of interpretations offered 
supported by a wide, varied and 
insightful range of well-chosen 
textual references that are both 
apt and relevant.  These 
references are weighed up to 
help establish the connections. 
 

Different interpretations 
are analysed using 
discerning and apt 
textual references. 
Points are made with 
assurance and full 
support from the text to 
ensure a consistent level 
of analysis. 

Consistent analysis, with 
evaluation, of different 
interpretations using 
discriminating and 
sustained textual 
reference. 
 

AO2.1 
The construction of 
meaning and effects 
using language, 
structure and form 
Language 

Identification of language 
features with a brief 
explanation on how the 
language has been used to 
achieve effects and 
influence readers using 
emerging subject 
terminology.  
 

Explanation of how 
language features are 
used to achieve 
effects and influence 
readers using subject 
terminology that 
shows a broad 
understanding. 
 
 

Exploration of how a 
range of language 
features, have been used 
to achieve effects and 
influence readers with the 
emergence of explicit 
explanation as to how 
that effect has been 
created and the more 
frequent and accurate use 
of subject terminology. 

Analysis of a range of language 
features and their effect / 
influence on the reader with 
comments demonstrating skills 
of interpretation.  Relevant 
subject terminology is used 
consistently, accurately and 
appropriately. 

  

Sustained analysis of language 
features, and their effect / 
influence on the reader using 
skills of interpretation and 
evaluation using subject 
terminology that is integrated 
and precise. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exploration of the 
effects of linguistic and 
literary features of the 
writer’s craft. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discriminating 
application of writer’s 
linguistic and literary 
choices to show the 
effects on shaping 
meaning. 
 

AO2.2 
The construction of 
meaning and effects 
using language, 
structure and form 
Structure 

Identification of the 
writer’s structural choices 
or features of organisation 
with brief explanation on 
how they have been used 
to achieve effects and 
influence readers using 
emerging subject 
terminology. 
 

Explanation of how 
the writer’s structural 
choices or features of 
organisation are used 
to achieve effects and 
influence readers 
using subject 
terminology that 
shows a broad 
understanding. 

Exploration of how the 
writer’s structural choices 
or features of organisation 
are used to achieve 
effects and influence 
readers, with some 
explicit explanation as to 
how that effect has been 
created and the more 
frequent and accurate use 
of subject terminology. 

Analysis of a range of structural 
and organisational features 
and their effect/influence on 
the reader with comments 
demonstrating skills of 
interpretation.  Relevant 
subject terminology is used 
consistently, accurately and 
appropriately. 

 
 
Sustained analysis of form and 
structure and their effect / 
influence on the reader using 
skills of interpretation and 
evaluation using subject 
terminology that is integrated 
and precise. 

 

AO3.1 
Comparison of 
ideas, perspectives 
and texts 

Identification of 
similarities and differences 
between texts 

Identification of 
similarities and 
differences between 
texts using relevant 
textual reference and 
simple explanations. 

Sound comparisons and 
contrasts, demonstrating 
an understanding of 
similarities and 
differences using relevant 
and appropriate textual 
reference. 

Clear and effective 
comparisons and contrasts, 
considering a wide range of 
similarities and differences 
using apt textual reference. 
 
 
 

Detailed understanding of 
similarities and differences 
between texts with the use of a 
wide and varied range of textual 
reference. 
 

Perceptive comparisons and contrasts, with apt and 
discriminating textual reference to explore a 
comprehensive range of similarities and differences.  
 



 

AO3.2 
The significance of 
context 

Identification of relevant 
context within a text with 
some comment on writer's 
ideas. 

Awareness of the 
relevant context with 
simple comment on 
the relationship 
between text and 
context. 

Understanding of context 
with developed comment 
on the relationship 
between text and context. 
 

Developed understanding of 
context with analytical 
comments on the relationship 
between text and context. 
 

Sustained comment on relevant 
context with analytical and 
interpretative comments 
exploring the relationship 
between text and context. 
 

Sustained comment on 
relevant context with 
convincing analysis and 
interpretation of the 
influence of context on 
text, text production and 
receivership. 

Evaluative approach to 
the subtleties and 
nuances of the  
significance and 
influence of contextual 
factors on text, text 
production and 
receivership. 

AO4 
A personal and 
critical response 

A judgement is offered 
about the text. 

A judgement is 
offered about the 
text, backed up and 
supported with a 
reference 

An informed judgement is 
offered about the text, 
backed up and 
convincingly supported 
with references 
 

A developed and well-informed 
critical judgement is offered 
about the text that is justified 
with suitable references 
 

A sustained and detached critical 
overview and judgement is 
offered about the text. 
 

A consistent analysis of 
alternative readings to 
texts is given. 

An evaluative approach 
towards alternative 
readings of texts is 
explored confidently. 

AO5.1 
Crafting of 
language devices to 
suit form, purpose 
and audience 
 

Uses basic language 
techniques which show 
some awareness of an 
appropriate form, purpose 
and audience. 
 

Uses a wider range of 
language techniques 
appropriate to form, 
purpose and 
audience. 

Uses a varied range of 
language techniques 
crafted for effect to 
support form, purpose 
and audience. 
 

Effective use of linguistic 
devices to create particular 
tones, styles and registers. 
 

Sophisticated use of a wide range 
of linguistic devices to create 
convincing tones, styles and 
registers. 
 

Uses an individual voice 
that crafts an engaging 
response to 
demonstrate an 
effective understanding 
of genre, mode and the 
requirements of 
audience and function. 

Employs a clearly 
individual voice that 
differentiates in terms of 
audience and function 
and displays an assured 
control of genre and 
mode. 
 

AO5.2 
Crafting of 
structural and 
organisational 
devices to suit form, 
purpose and 
audience 

Expresses information and 
ideas, with limited use of 
structural and grammatical 
features to suit form, 
purpose and audience. 
 

Expresses and orders 
information and ideas 
using a wider range of 
structural and 
grammatical features 
to suit form, purpose 
and audience. 

Develops and connects 
appropriate information 
and ideas using a varied 
range of structural and 
grammatical features to 
support form, purpose 
and audience. 

Manages information and 
ideas, with structural and 
grammatical features used 
cohesively and deliberately 
across the text. 
 

Manipulates complex ideas, 
utilising a range of structural and 
grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion. 
 

Controls the structure of 
response with effective 
transitions. 
 

Uses sophisticated 
structure and 
expression. 
 

AO6.1 
Technical accuracy 
Sentence structure 

A variety of sentence 
structures are beginning to 
emerge. 

A variety of sentence 
structures are used. 

A variety of sentence 
structures are used 
confidently and 
accurately. 

Sentence structures are 
constructed in order to have a 
deliberate effect on the reader. 

A range of sentence structures 
are used selectively to achieve 
particular effects. 
 

 
 
 
Writing is precisely 
edited and controlled 
with the emergence of 
sophisticated sentence 
structures. 

 
 
 
Sophisticated structures 
are used to ensure 
writing is assured, 
accurate and highly 
effective. 
 

AO6.2 
Technical accuracy 
Punctuation 

Basic punctuation is used 
accurately to demarcate 
sentences. 

A range of 
punctuation, to 
include speech marks 
and commas to mark 
clauses, is used 
accurately. 

Varied punctuation is 
used with an emergence 
of punctuation being used 
to create a particular 
effect. 

A wider range of punctuation is 
used for clarity and effect. 
 

Wider range of punctuation is 
used to aid emphasis and 
precision with greater accuracy. 

AO6.3 
Technical accuracy 
Vocabulary and 
spelling 

Uses wider vocabulary 
choices in particular word 
classes, with most spelt 
accurately. 

Uses a generally wide 
and appropriate 
vocabulary with most 
words spelt securely. 

Uses a generally varied 
and ambitious vocabulary 
and spells words, 
including those containing 
irregular patterns, 
correctly. 

Uses a wide, selective and well-
judged vocabulary with only 
occasional spelling errors 

Uses an extensive vocabulary 
strategically; rare spellings do not 
detract from overall meaning 

Vocabulary and 
terminology is chosen 
and used carefully. 

Use of appropriate and 
sophisticated 
terminology which is 
spelt accurately. 

 


