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The ministers enter in silence, one of them carrying the unlit Easter 

Candle. All the lights in the building are switched off. 

 

Christ yesterday and today, 

All   the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

All   to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. Amen. 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death 

to life. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the 

awesome power of God. As we hear his word and proclaim all 



that God has done, we can be confident that we shall share 

his victory over death and live with him for ever. 

A minister lights the Easter Candle, saying 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

The minister carrying the Candle raises it and says  

The light of Christ. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

The president says 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
A joyful fanfare is played, bells rung, and lights switched on. Easter is 

here.  
 

 
 
 

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 



For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain, 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the day when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the day when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the day when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the day that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

Most blessed of all feasts! 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

Feast truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 



peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 

All   Glory to you for ever. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering.  

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns 

within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 

All   Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis (sung by the choir only) 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 



with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

 

Collect 
 
Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory. 

 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All   Amen. 
 

The Gospel 

 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

All   Glory to you, O Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 



John 20:1-18 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26868a


to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 

At the end 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26873b


Renewal of baptismal vows 

 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous 

light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life 

with him. Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

All   I reject them. 

 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

All   I renounce them. 

 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and 

neighbour? 

All   I repent of them. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

All   I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

All   I submit to Christ. 

 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

All   I come to Christ.  

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all who have been baptized in your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 



our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All   Amen. 

 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

 

 
 

The Peace 

 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid.’ 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 

 



Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 

 

 

Preparation of the Table  

 

At the eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 

you bring forth bread from the earth. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 

you create the fruit of the vine. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 

 

 
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.  



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

And now we give you thanks 

because, having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end; 

and on the night before he suffered, 

sitting at table with his disciples, 

he instituted these holy mysteries, 

that we, redeemed by his death 

and restored to life by his resurrection, 

might be partakers of his divine nature. 

Therefore we join with angels and archangels, 

for ever praising you and singing (choir only): 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 



through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 



made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 



now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We break this bread  

To share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

Because we all share in one bread.  

 

The Agnus Dei is sung by the choir 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Please remain seated and the Wardens will direct you up to 
communion or a blessing.  If you wish to receive a blessing 
please keep your hands down by your side.   

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you 
have given me, for the pains and insults you have borne for 
me.  Since I can not now receive you sacramentally, I ask you 
to come spiritually into my heart.  O most merciful redeemer, 
friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you 
more dearly, and follow you more nearly day by day.  Amen. 



 

 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
God of life,  

Who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son 

To death of the cross, 

And by his glorious resurrection 

Have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

Grant us so to die daily to sin, 

That we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

All our problems 

All   we send to the cross of Christ. 

All our difficulties 



All   we send to the cross of Christ. 

All the devil’s works 

All   we send to the cross of Christ. 

All our hopes 

All   we set on the risen Christ; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Ministry Team and the PCC of St James Malden wish you 

are very Happy Easter and thank you for joining us for 

this most special Feast Day. 

 

 
 

We are closed for Easter Week and we reopen with services 
next Sunday, 11th April – 10.30 in church and 5pm on Zoom 

with a new book club – we would love you to join us. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


