
St James Malden 

Parish Communion Second Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 

The Gathering  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

the prophets said you would bring peace 

and save your people in trouble. 

Give peace in our hearts at Christmas 

and show all the world God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.  (cf John 1.23) 



Heavenly Father, 

you have created a universe of light: 

forgive us when we return to darkness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

you are the light of the world: 

cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, 

you give us light in our hearts: 

renew us in faith and love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 

Purify our hearts and minds, 

That when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 

Judge and saviour  

We may be ready to receive him, 

Amen. 

 

First Reading  
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

40 Comfort, comfort my people, 

    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and proclaim to her 

that her hard service has been completed, 

    that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 

3 A voice of one calling: 

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the LORD
[a]; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All people are like grass, 

    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424b


7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 

    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    but the word of our God endures forever.” 

9 You who bring good news to Zion, 

    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem,[c] 

    lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; 

    say to the towns of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

cf Isaiah 40.3–5 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18430c


 The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[b] 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c] 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,[d] 

    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight”’, 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize 

you with[g] the Holy Spirit.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 

 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24214a
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true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

 

 

 

The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 
 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 

draw us from hatred to love; 



make the frailty of our praise 

a dwelling place for your glory. 

Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 

he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 

to open for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 

we now watch for the day 

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven 

to proclaim your glory 

for ever praising you and saying:  



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 



in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

We break this bread  

To share in the body of Christ. 



Though we are many, we are one body,  

Because we all share in one bread. 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion to say at home 

 

 

Prayers after Communion 

Father in heaven, 

Who sent your Son to redeem the world 

And will send him again to be our judge: 

Give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and  



Purity of his first coming 

That, when he comes again, 

We may be ready to greet him 

With joyful love and firm faith; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

With love and compassion, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

With judgement and mercy, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

In power and glory, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

In wisdom and truth, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 



The Blessing  

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

 Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for being with us today – we pray you have a blessed week and look 

forward to being with you again next Sunday at 10.30 am when we will open our 

doors again to you! 

No need to book at the moment – but as Christmas approaches this will change so 

please check the website and facebook for regular updates. 

Please bring a mask or be prepared to wear one given to you unless you have medical 

exemption. 

We have produced an Advent Devotional Book – do collect one from the back of 

church, download it from the website or request a copy to be sent to you! 



Evening Prayer is offered Tuesday and Thursday live at 5pm on Facebook.  

Recordings of previous Evening Prayers can be viewed on Facebook too – you do not 

need to be a member of Facebook to see these. 

The church will be open for private prayer Wednesday morning 10-12 and we will 

restart Celtic Communion at 10.30 on 9th December.   Mthr Katie has compiled a 

new prayer book for use in this time – you may also request a copy to be sent to you 

You may also drop off donations for the Food Bank during this time which are 

particularly needed in the run up to Christmas – please give generously. 

Evensong will return as soon as we are able – health issues in the choir mean that 

it can’t be this week – and unlikely to be next – but we shall (God willing) have 9 

Lessons and Carols to offer you on 20th December. 

God and government willing we hope to hold a number of Christmas services this 

year – but it will be a bit different – watch this space! 

All recordings of Evensong and sermons are on our website and Facebook page  

https://stjamesmalden.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesmalden 

If you would like to speak to the Vicar please call Mthr Katie on 07464 960345 or 

email vicar@stjamesmalden.org   The office remains closed to the public at the 

moment and Sandra is working half hours Tuesday and Thursday only  – please be 

patient with responses and enquiries and do not drop in - important meetings can be 

arranged by telephone. 020 8942 5070 
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Christmas Services at St James –  
Booking will be required – all main services will be live streamed on Facebook - 

details to follow. 

 

Sunday 20th  - Nine Lessons and Carols – 6.30pm on 

Facebook and You Tube. 

 

Wednesday 23rd – 10.30am – Celtic Christmas Communion 

 

Thursday 24th – Christmas Eve 4pm – Nativity the Panto 

(Children’s Crib Service featuring St James Players) 

 

Thursday 24th – Midnight Mass – 11.30pm 

 

Friday 25th – 8am Holy Communion for Christmas Day 

 

Friday 25th – 10.30 – Family Christmas Service with Choir 

 

Sunday 27th – no service in church – Communion service led 

by the Archdeacon on our website, You Tube and Facebook 
 

 


