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The Gathering  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 



Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All   Amen. Lord, have mercy. 



God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 

to save us from our sins, 

to be our advocate in heaven, 

and to bring us to eternal life. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 

and to live in love and peace with all. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past 



and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 



have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

Gracious Father, 

By the obedience of Jesus 

You brought salvation to our wayward world: 

Draw us into harmony with your will, 

That we may find all things restored in him, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading  
 

Romans 7:15-25 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in 

fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing 

good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 



19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I 

do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 

another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 

dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave 

to the law of sin. 

 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-

places and calling to one another, 

17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19 the 

Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, 

a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’[a] 

5 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank[a] you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 

you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 

to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.[b] 27 All things have been 

handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 

one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him. 

28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A16-19&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23479a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A25-30&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23485a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A25-30&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23486b


The Sermon 
 

 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

 

 

 



The Peace 

Christ is our peace.   

He has reconciled us to God 

In one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

It will become for us the bread of life. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 



 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

at all times and in all places 

to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, 

almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

For he is your living Word; 

through him you have created all things from the beginning, 

and formed us in your own image. 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 

you raised him from the dead 

and exalted him to your right hand on high. 

Through him you have sent upon us 



your holy and life-giving Spirit, 

and made us a people for your own possession. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 



In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 



in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

We break this bread  

To share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

Because we all share in one bread. 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for the 

pains and insults you have borne for me.  Since I can not now receive you 

sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  O most merciful 

redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly day by day.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers after Communion 

 

Eternal God 

Comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 



You have fed us at the table of life and hope: 

Teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 

That all the world may acknowledge 

The kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



The Blessing  

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

 Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Thank you for being with us today whether in person or on Facebook – we pray you 

have a blessed week and look forward to being with you again next Sunday at 10.30 

am.  If you would like to reserve a place at the communion in church next week please 

email Grace Sinclair grace.sinclair@sky.com.  

Mother Katie is on holiday from Monday to Thursday this week so there will be no 

Evening Prayer on Tuesday and Thursday live at 5pm on Facebook.  Recordings of 

previous Evening Prayers can be viewed on Facebook however – you do not need to 

be a member to see these. 

The church will be open for private prayer Wednesday afternoons 3.30-5.30pm.  First 

hour reserved for over 70s, those who receive the flu shot or are otherwise vulnerable 

in some way to COVID (eg high BMI, pregnant, immune compromised).  We ask that 

masks are worn – if you are unable to wear a mask we have made the final 15 minutes 

of opening – 5.15-5.30 mask free. 

Sung Evensong is offered via Zoom every Sunday at 6.30pm with ‘doors’ opening 

from 6pm for chat.  The British Composer Christopher Gower has written three 

mailto:grace.sinclair@sky.com


anthems especially for our Zoom Evensongs – this is a great gift – and the final one 

can be heard tonight. 

Details of all services and recordings of Evensong and sermons are on our website 

https://stjamesmalden.org/ 

If you would like to speak to the Vicar please call Mthr Katie on 07464 960345 

 

 

https://stjamesmalden.org/

