
A reflection by Jenny for Easter Sunday 2020 

So Mark has led us on a journey with Christ. A journey through his teaching and 
travels, his miracles and messages. His conversations and conversions. Mark 
though does not end with the intimate conversation of the Emmaus Road or the 
personal adventure of Peter as he is forgiven and reinstated. Instead Mark’s gospel 
ends on an unusual note of surprise, and confusion and, being Mark, an experience 
of the supernatural.  

Mark’s resurrection description focuses on the women. Overwhelmed with grief they 
make their way to the tomb to anoint Christ’s body but find instead an angel and an 
empty tomb.  

Earlier this week I was sitting working in my study expecting a quiet evening with 
little excitement when suddenly the whole street exploded with noise. It was the 
‘applaud the NHS night’ and many of our neighbours had remembered. I found 
myself ‘hit’ by a whole series of emotions. Surprise at the noise initially, excitement 
when I understood what was happening, sadness too when I thought of what our 
NHS workers are going through but joy at the realisation that so many people still 
understood what’s important in life and still took the time to give thanks to others 
and recognise their sacrifice.  It’s so good to see people celebrating in the face of 
difficulties and dangers.  

In Mark 16 we see the women experience a similar storm of emotions. Grief at what 
Christ has gone through, shock that his body is missing and delight and 
amazement when they realise what is actually happening. 

There is one other emotion that Mark mentions though and that’s fear. The twist in 
the tale. These women who have experienced the greatest Good News the world 
will ever know are afraid at first to tell anyone in case they are misunderstood. It 
seems incredible yet, if we are honest, we know we have all experienced it.  



Our challenge this Easter more than any Easter for a long time is overcome our 
fear and  to ‘go and tell’ (Mark 16 :7). Our communities are struggling, people are 
looking for hope and reassurance; There has never been a better time to share the 
news that Jesus is alive, God is still here and all things are possible. 

So this Easter, let’s give thanks for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, Let’s celebrate all 
that he has done for us and let’s go into the world facing life’s challenges, thankful, 
hopeful and joyful. 

Amen. 


