
RE 2021-22 Curriculum Overview 

Year 7 

Director of Teaching and Learning: Matthew Martin 

HT1  What is Christianity?  

 How did Christianity begin?  

 What was life like for the Early Church?  

 Constantine and the Council of Nicea 

 The Great Schism and the Catholic Church  

 Who is the Pope?  

 

HT2  The Reformation and the Salvation Army  

 Quakers and the Amish  

 What is the Bible? 

 Is Britain a Christian country?  

 Prayer and publicity  

 Should women lead the Church?  

 

HT3  What is Islam?  

 How did Islam begin?  

 How did Islam rise to influence?  

 Why did Islam split?  

 What is the Qur’an?  

 What do Muslims believe about God?  

 

HT4  Who are the prophets in Islam?  

 What do Muslims believe happens when we die?  

 The Five Pillars  

 Prayer and the mosque 

 Ramanda and Eid-ul-Fitr 

 

HT5  What is Judaism?  

 How did Judaism begin?  

 The Temple  

 The Messiah 

 What are the Tanakh and the Talmud? 

 What are the mitzvot? 

 

HT6  What is a synagogue?  

 Why do Jews pray?  

 Jewish festivals  

 Birth, Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah 

 Marriage, funerals and mourning  
 

 



RE 2021-22 Curriculum Overview 

Year 8 

Director of Teaching and Learning: Matthew Martin 

HT1  What is Buddhism?  

 The early life and Siddartha Gautama  

 The Four Sights and the Great Departure  

 The path to enlightenment  

 The Four Noble Truths  

 The Eightfold Path  

 

HT2  What is Sangha?  

 The spread of Buddhism  

 What are the schools of Buddhism?  

 What is Tibetan Buddhism?  

 Buddhist meditation  

 Buddhist festivals  

 

HT3  How did Sikhism begin?  

 How did Nanak spread his message?  

 Who are the Ten Gurus? Angad to Arian  

 Who are the Ten Gurus? Hargobind to Gobind Singh 

 Guru Gobind Singh and Khalsa  

 What are the Five Ks?  

 

HT4  What is the Guru Granth Sahib? 

 What do Sikhs believe about God?  

 What do Sikhs believe happens after death?  

 What is a gurdwara?  

 What is the Jangar?  

 

HT5  What is Hinduism?  

 Hindu gods and goddesses  

 How do Hindus use symbols?  

 Sacred texts  

 Karma, samsara and moksha  

 Dharma  

 

HT6  What is yoga?  

 Extraordinary individuals 

 Forms and places of worship  

 Places of pilgrimage  

 Hindu festivals  

 What is the caste system?  
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Year 9 

Director of Teaching and Learning: Matthew Martin 

HT1  The nature of God 

 The oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 Christian beliefs about creation including the role of Word and Spirit 

 Resurrection and life after death 

 Beliefs and Teachings about the incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God 

 Beliefs and teachings about the crucifixion. 

 

HT2  Beliefs and teachings about the resurrection 

 Beliefs and teachings about the ascension 

 Beliefs and teachings about sin (including original sin) and the means of salvation, including law, grace and 
Spirit  

 Beliefs and teachings about the role of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement. 
 

 

HT3  Tawhid; Angels; authority of the holy books; prophets of God; Day of Judgment; the supremacy of God’s 
will. 

 Tawhid; Prophet hood; the Justice of God; the Imamate; resurrection. 

 The Tawhid (the oneness of God) and the supremacy of God’s will. 

 Omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice (Adalat in Shi’a Islam) 

 Their nature and role, including Jibril and Mika’il. 

 Predestination (al-Qadr) and human freedom 

 

HT4  Akirah (life after death) 

 Risalah (Prophethood) 

 The Qur’an  

 Other Holy Books in Islam  

 The Imamate in Shi’a Islam 
 

 

HT5  Introduction to the idea of common and divergent views within Judaism. 

 God as one. 

 God as Creator, God as Law-Giver and Judge, loving and merciful. 

 The divine presence (Shekhinah) 

 Beliefs about life after death, including judgement and resurrection 
 

 

HT6  The nature and role of Messiah 

 The promised land and the Covenant with Abraha 

 The Covenant at Sinai and its importance, including the role of Moses and the Ten Commandments 

 Key moral principles including justice, healing the world, charity and kindness to others 

 The importance of the sanctity of human life 
The relationship between free will and the 613 mitzvot 
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Year 10 

Director of Teaching and Learning: Matthew Martin 

HT1  Human sexuality including: heterosexual and homosexual relationships. 

 Sexual relationships before and outside of marriage 

 The nature and purpose of marriage 

 Divorce, including reasons for divorce, and remarrying. 

 Ethical arguments related to divorce, including those based on the sanctity of marriage vows and 
compassion 

 

HT2  The nature of families including: the role of parents and children, extended families and the nuclear family 

 The purpose of families, including: 

 procreation, stability and the protection of children, educating children in a faith 

 Contemporary family issues including: same-sex parents and polygamy 
Gender roles, Gender equality, Gender prejudice and discrimination including example  

 

HT3  Religious teachings about peace and justice. 

 Religious teachings about forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 Religious understanding of attitudes to violence and violent protests 

 Religious understanding of and attitudes to terrorism 

 Religious attitudes to war, including the reasons for war including greed, self-defence and retaliation. 

 Religious attitudes to the use of weapons of mass destruction 

 

HT4  What is the criteria for a just war: holy war? 

 What is the criteria for a ‘holy war’? 

 Why does religious belief sometimes cause war and violence? 

 What does pacifism mean? What do religions understand about pacifism? 

 To look at the work of individuals who helped make peace because of their religious teachings. 
 

 

HT5  To look at a present day religious organisation that helps victims of war. 

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 

HT6  Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  

 Revision and exam practice  
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Year 11 

Director of Teaching and Learning: Matthew Martin 

HT1  Homosexual and heterosexual relationships revision 

 Contraception and family planning revision 

 Nature and purpose of marriage revision 

 Divorce and remarrying revision 

 Roles of the family revision 

 Gender roles in Christianity and Islam revision 

 

HT2  Justice and reconciliation revision 

 Violence and terrorism revision 

 War and weapons revision 

 Just/Holy wars revision 

 Pacifism revision 

 Modern terrorism revision  

 

HT3  Nature of God revision 

 Creation, resurrection and life after death revision  

 Christian incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection revision  

 Christian ascension revision 

 Sin, salvation, grace and Spirit revision 
 

 

HT4  Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam revision 

 Five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam revision 

 Tahwid revision 

 Life after death and Prophethood revision  

 The Qur’an and other holy books in Islam revision 

 The Imamate revision 

 

HT5  God as one in Judaism revision  

 Life after death in Judaism revision  

 The role of the Messiah in Judaism revision  

 The promised land, the covenant at Sinai and Moses revision 

 Justice, charity and healing in Judaism revision 

 Sanctity of human life in Judaism  

 

 


