
The Coal Tower
TONY GENTRY

Synopsis: Gentry’s 
intriguing novel 
unfolds in 
Charlottesville, Va., 
on a late summer day. 

PW’s Takeaway: Tension vibrates 
throughout Gentry’s memorable 
portrait of a college town. 
Read the Review: publishers-
weekly.com/9781732760806 

Dragon Head
JAMES HOUSTON 

TURNER

Synopsis: Turner 
returns with his 
fourth book  
starring former 

KGB colonel Aleksandr Talanov.
PW’s Takeaway: Turner’s exciting 
novel barely pauses for breath.
Read the Review: publishers-
weekly.com/9780958666497

Essential 
Magic
CARA MCKINNON

Synopsis: McKinnon 
blends magic and 
passion in Victorian 
England.

PW’s Takeaway: This enjoyable 
romance will leave readers eager 
for the next chapter.
Read the Review: publishers-
weekly.com/9780998951423

Scouting Report
In this roundup of the best-reviewed BookLife titles, we 
highlight a story of small-town life, a magical romance, and 
a breakneck thriller.
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BookLife Talks with 
Bilal Alaji 
After living through many challenges, Alaji declared, 
“This ain’t my life.” Since then, he has worked to bet-
ter himself and take control of his circumstances. 
PW’s review of his book, This Ain’t My Life: One 
Man’s Journey to Finding His Destiny, said, “Readers 
will be informed and affected by Alaji’s difficulties 
as this impactful memoir depicts his determination, 
tenacity, and ability to change.” Follow him on 
Twitter at @AlajiBilal and on Instagram at  
@Thisain_tmylife. 

What prompted you to write your memoir now? 
The timing was right to help many others on their 
life journeys. I struggled in many areas of my life in 
my search for my destined path. My journey led me 
through lots of heartache, deception, betrayal, and 
self-reflection. It was because of this journey that I 
was able to grow exponentially into the remarkable 
person I have become today. I desire this level of 
growth for all who want to be the best versions of 
themselves.

“This ain’t my life” became your battle cry. Can 
you give any advice to others who might need a 
similar battle cry? 
This is a mantra I have chosen to use in times of 
darkness, confusion, desperation, and despair. I 
said this to remind myself not to accept anything 
that I did not want in my life. I now offer these 
powerful words to others to use to get out of their 
present conditions, to get where they desire to be 
in life. As I say in the book, “If the reality you see 
is not what you desire it to be, then simply pro-
claim, ‘This ain’t my life.’” Never accept that which 
is not for you as your reality.

For more, visit booklife.com/alaji
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