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Monday 20th April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope that you and your families have had a restful Easter break.  

 

The Emmbrook Junior School mission statement is:   

 

We provide an inclusive, positive environment in which we nurture and empower our 

children to develop life-long learning skills. This enables them to grow into reflective, 

successful individuals in our global community. 

 

It may seem odd that I would share this with you again during the current lockdown when we 

may be feeling separate and powerless but it remains just as important. While we may not be 

at school right now, I know the home-learning opportunities the school has worked hard to 

provide will support our mission statement and hopefully enable our children to learn, even in 

these challenging circumstances.  

 

This is not how I hoped to begin my time as Head Teacher at Emmbrook Junior School, when 

I imagined my first day, surprisingly, there were children and staff at the school. While I have 

not yet been able to meet with the children or parents as I had planned, I have met with Miss 

Scales and Mr. Theobald, as well as taking part in a Governors meeting via Zoom and I know 

everyone is working very hard to support those in need during this difficult time. I would like 

to thank Miss Scales, Mr. Theobald, Miss Barnes and all the staff for the incredible work they 

have done prior to schools closing and since. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank those members of our community, be they 

key workers or otherwise, who have made sacrifices during this national crisis to support 

others and also offer my condolences to those who have lost loved ones during this time.  

 

While we are going to have to wait, at least for the moment, to meet in person I would like 

you all to know that I am looking forward to meeting all of you as soon as it is safe for us to 

do so.  

 

As a community (and a country) we are all trying to keep as safe as possible and continue to 

follow the government’s advice on the ‘lock down’. Following the news on Thursday that the 

UK’s lock down will continue for at least another 3 weeks, we do recognise that this may be 

very challenging for families with children. It is not an easy feat to educate and keep children 

entertained at home, I know this is something that the Senior Leadership Team considered 

when deciding upon the home learning provision.  

 

Over the Easter break the staff have been working incredibly hard to organise online home-

learning for the children so they can continue to learn, details of which were sent out last 

week by Miss Scales. Please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher with feedback about 

what is and is not working for your child/children via the year group email.  

 

We are continuing to work in partnership with Emmbrook Infant School and the local 

authority to support families of key workers and those who are vulnerable.  

http://www.emmbrookjuniorschool.co.uk/


If you are in need, please do contact the school office by email on admin@emmbrook-

jun.wokingham.sch.uk. The message from central government remains the same. If you are 

able to keep your child at home, this is where they should remain at this time.  

 

You will be aware that there has been much press interest around the re-opening of schools 

and the timing of this. We will be meeting as a senior leadership team weekly to discuss any 

proposals that are being put forward, and I will be in regular contact with the local authority 

in terms of planning for an eventual reopening. We are all keen for the children to come back 

to school as soon as possible, but will continue to follow the advice and will reevaluate once a 

decision is made centrally by government. We are all very hopeful that this will be before the 

end of the summer term as we know how important it is that the children reconnect on a social 

and educational level back at school before the summer holidays. We will be considering and 

discussing the kind of reintegration work we will need to do with the children to support them 

when schools do begin to open. 

 

We have been told that there is ‘light at the end of this tunnel’ and that it will only be a matter 

of time before things begin to change again. I am sure that we may then look back on these 

days as particularly special in some ways, the way in which communities have pulled together 

to support the poor and vulnerable, the work of the NHS, social services and that of other key 

workers, and I have no doubt that there will be many things that we will personally all want to 

hold onto.  

 

My daily walk in the area close to my house, watching the spring unfold, is something I will 

certainly try to maintain even after we return to some semblance of ‘normal’ life.  

 

At times like this we really get a reminder of how much we love our jobs and how grateful we 

are for the fantastic community that we interact with every day. I’m sure the staff all miss 

Emmbrook Juniors hugely, and I can’t wait to meet all of the children and parents that make 

up the community. 

 

We will continue to keep you up to date over the next few weeks, and hope during this time, 

both you and your children will be able to settle into a new daily routine.  

 

We do appreciate that many of you will also be working from home, so if things are becoming 

challenging for you to manage, please do let us know, and we will do our very best to support 

you. 

 

All the best to you and your family in this strange and difficult time and I look forward to 

meeting you all as soon as possible. 

 

Mr. J. Usher 

Head Teacher 
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