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24 February 2021 
 

Dear First Minister 
 
Following your statement to the Scottish Parliament yesterday, it is likely that people in Scotland will 
need to wait at least another month before places of worship can reopen. 
 
In your statement, you said that you hoped communal worship in Scotland would resume on 5 April or 
possibly a few days earlier. You will be aware that Easter Sunday is on 4 April this year, with the Easter 
triduum beginning with Maundy Thursday on 1 April. For Catholics, these few days are some of the 
holiest and most important of the year. 
 
Having been denied access to churches last year on account of Covid restrictions, Catholics across the 
country – including in Scotland – have been looking forward to once again being able to take part in 
church services this Easter. 
 
To give all Christians across Scotland hope in these dark days, and to help our churches plan for 
reopening, the Catholic Union is calling on the Scottish Government to give a commitment that churches 
in Scotland will be allowed to open for Easter at the latest. I urge you to set out guidance on this as 
soon as possible. 
 
Reopening churches the day after Easter Sunday, as is currently planned, would be hugely frustrating 
for Catholics in Scotland, particularly when the Scottish Government has yet to publish evidence for the 
decision to close places of worship. 
 
I wrote to you about this on 5 January and received a response from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities and Local Government on 1 February which stated that: “In most cases it is difficult to say 
with any degree of certainty where an individual has contracted the virus”. In the absence of any 
evidence for places of worship contributing to the spread of the virus in Scotland, there can be no 
justification for delaying the reopening of churches. 
 
The plans set out by the Scottish Government mean that churches in Scotland will have been closed 
for the first three months of this year, when they have remained open in other parts of the UK. The fact 
that we have seen rates of infection fall across the UK suggests this decision has not had an impact on 
efforts to control the virus. 
 
Every day that churches remain closed in Scotland is deeply regrettable. I urge the Scottish Government 
to recognise the essential nature of churches to the Catholic community in Scotland, and the 
communities they serve, and provide a guarantee that our churches will be able to open this Easter. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Rt Hon Sir Edward Leigh MP 
President, The Catholic Union of Great Britain 


