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Thurnham CE Infant School 

The Landway 

Bearsted 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 4BL 

 

Tel:  01622 737685 

E-mail: manager@thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk 

Website: www.thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Thank you for your initial interest in our friendly and caring school. 

 

This prospectus will give you some essential information and answer some of your queries.  

We hope it reflects something of the atmosphere of what we think is a very special place 

of early learning. 

 

Our approach to teaching the curriculum has been given in a brief explanation of each 

subject. In the Autumn you will have a chance to talk to your child’s class teacher and talk 

about your child. Please make sure you complete the Early Years Record and return it to 

school as soon as possible.   

 

During your visits to school you will have the opportunity to ask general questions about 

anything which is not covered in this prospectus. 

 

We hope that your child has a happy fulfilling time at Thurnham School and we look 

forward to working with you to provide the best possible learning experiences. 

 

We warmly welcome you and your child to Thurnham School.   

 

Mrs E Pateman       Mrs Sue Jackson                                                                                

Headteacher       Chair of Governors                                                                                                                   

             

mailto:manager@thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk
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Organisation 

The school has nine classes, three in each year group. Seven classes are in the main 

building and two classes are in the adjoining purpose-built Early Years Unit.  Teachers 

work collaboratively in year group teams to plan and organise teaching and learning. 

 

Thurnham CE Infant School is a Group 2 school for 270 boys and girls of infant age, Years 

R, 1 and 2. It is a Local Authority School. It is a Voluntary Controlled Church of England 

School and we have regular contact with the church in the form of visits and church 

assemblies. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Children’s Version:  

With God, at Thurnham School we learn to love and love to learn. 

 

Adult Version:  

At Thurnham School we aim to provide an environment in which everyone recognises they 

have a valuable role to play, and in which learning will be an enjoyable, satisfying 

experience encompassing all aspects of development.  We expect children to work hard 

and reach high standards of achievement, relevant to their levels of ability. 

Through the strong Christian ethos of the school we strive to provide a sense of tolerance 

and consideration for others in both the immediate and wider community. 

 

Thurnham School is a caring Christian community where everybody is valued and 

encouraged to flourish within a questioning, collaborative, creative and loving environment. 

This is rooted in Jesus’ teaching and acceptance of all, for example in the parable of ‘The 

Lost Sheep’. 

 

Vision and Aims 

We worked with the children to ask them what they felt our school should try to be and 

what it should do for them. These were the children’s responses and we have adopted 

them as our vision and aims for the school. 

     

My school will help me to:            

o really want to learn 

o know God is always with me 

o find new ideas and use my imagination 

o be happy and look after myself, people, places and things 

o be good at doing lots of different things 

o do my best with work, feelings, friends and beliefs 
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This document is underwritten by our school core Christian value of ‘Love’ and forms 

an integral part of all our approaches to everything we do in school. 

 

Staffing 

There are many people who work hard as part of our school team – teachers, teaching 

assistants, learning support assistants, midday meals supervisors, caretaker and cleaner, 

office staff and our volunteer governors. You can see them on our photo boards in school 

and also on the school website (www.thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk). 

 

Visits to School 

Prospective parents are welcome to visit the school, by appointment, on designated open 

mornings.  After your child is allocated a place at the school, you will be sent a letter 

detailing our induction procedure.  After starting school, there are regular occasions when 

parents are invited to school for consultation evenings, special assemblies and events and 

walkabouts to see displays around the school. 

 

 

Admission Policy  

To register a child for initial Reception year entry it is preferred that applications should 

be made online by mid-January of the year the child would be expected to start school 

(further details at www.kent.gov.uk/ola) or please complete a Form RCAF, obtainable from 

the school office in November/December and return it to school.  In the event of the 

school being over-subscribed, the criteria laid down by the LA relating to admissions are 

strictly adhered to and places will be allocated according to the following criteria listed in 

priority order (note we are also part of a linked admission policy with Roseacre Junior 

school): 

 

• Children in Local Authority Care or Adopted. 

 

• Current Family Association - a brother or sister still at Thurnham C.E. Infant school at 

the time of entry where the family continue to live at the same address as when the 

sibling was admitted – or if they have moved – live within 2 miles of the school or 

have moved to a property that is nearer to the school than the previous property 

as defined by the ‘nearness’ criterion’. Thurnham C.E. Infant School is linked 

to Roseacre Junior School for the purpose of admissions and the schools are 

considered to be the same school for this criterion. A sibling link will also continue 
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to apply for a Reception year application for Thurnham C.E. Infant School where a sibling 

is transferring from Year 2 of Thurnham C.E. Infant School having applied for a place in 

Year 3 at Roseacre Junior School and there is an expectation that the child will 

be taking up the place in Year 3 at Roseacre.  

 

• Health and Special Access Reasons – Medical, health, social and special 

access reasons will be applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, 

in particular those under the Equality Act 2010.  

Equally this priority will apply to children whose parents’/guardians’ physical or mental 

health or social needs mean that they have a demonstrable and significant need to attend 

a particular school. Such claims will need to be supported by written evidence from a 

suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can demonstrate a special connection 

between these needs and Thurnham C.E. Infant School and submitted prior to an 

admission application. 

 

• Nearness of children's homes to school – the Local Authority (KCC) uses the distance 

between the child’s permanent home address and the school, measured in a straight line 

using Ordnance Survey address point data. Distances are measured from a point defined 

as within the child’s home to a point defined as within the school as specified by Ordnance 

Survey. 

 

Parents of new entrants come to school with their child for an afternoon session and a 

further visit in the term before the child starts school.  Children spend the afternoon in 

the class they will be joining the next term. Uniform is on sale during the afternoon. 

We admit the whole Reception year in September, and entry is phased over the first few 

weeks so that children have a chance to settle into school life happily and confidently.   

Occasionally teachers and parents feel that a child is not ready for full-time school, and 

an agreement is reached which is most appropriate to the child’s well-being. 

 

The Kent County Council School admissions website will answer your questions about the 

Admission process. 

Please note that pupils at Thurnham CE Infant School have no automatic right of 

transfer to Roseacre Junior School, which is a separate school with its own admission 

criteria. Whilst pupils from Thurnham School are usually ranked higher, parents of Year 2 

pupils must still apply to Roseacre Junior School with an application form or online. 

If your child has Special Educational Needs, please inform the school as soon as possible in 

case staff need any particular training or input. 

  

Pre-School Contact 

We maintain a good link with local pre-schools and nurseries.  The Early Years Coordinator 

visits whenever possible.  The pre-school leaders are invited to bring the children on a 

preliminary, informal visit to school to help the children become familiar with the 
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surroundings.  We have an open afternoon for pre-school leaders during the children’s 

first term at school.  

 

Admission Policy for children transferring from other schools 

Parents should contact Kent County Council admissions as they hold the most up to date 

waiting list. 

 

Twins/Triplets Policy 

If you are the parents of twins/triplets, please contact the school for a copy of our policy. 

 

Arrival and Departure 

The times of the school sessions are:  

Reception – 8:55am -11:55am and 1:05pm - 3:00pm 

Year 1 - 8:55sm – 11:55am and 1:10pm – 3:05pm 

Year 2 – 8:55am – 11:55pm and 1:10pm – 3:10pm 

 

From 8.45am the main entry gate is opened and the children make their way to their 

classrooms ready to begin learning at 8:55am. Teachers are in classrooms to welcome the 

children. A number of staff are at the gate to help children or talk to parents. 

A pre-school supervision service called ‘Early Risers’ operates from 8:00am – 8:45am for 

those parents that need to drop off early due to other commitments. The current charge 

is £3.50 per session. 

 

Morning arrangements for Year R – Autumn Term 

All new reception children should be taken straight into their classes by a parent/carer 

when the front gates are opened. 

The children will gradually be encouraged to become confident and independent and you 

will be informed at the time when arrangements change for Year R. 

For the first two weeks in September the new Reception pupils attend for mornings only 

and the afternoons are used for home visits from the class teacher and teaching 

assistant. Following this fortnight, the children usually attend full time and begin staying 

for their school dinner / packed lunch. 

 

Walking to School 

We encourage all parents to walk all or part of the way to and from school.  Daily physical 

activity is very important for children to keep fit and healthy.  Our road outside school 

gets very congested – if you park further away the area stays clear and children are 

safer. 
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School Day 

8.45am Headteacher, duty teachers and classroom assistants welcome children 

from the waiting area just inside the main gate and encourage the pupils 

independently into their classrooms ready for an 8:55am start to learning. Teachers 

are in the classroom to welcome the children. 

 
8.55am Children should have arrived at their classroom ready to begin learning. 

 

10.00:-10.15am A possible Year R playtime - duty teacher and classroom assistant – 

however Reception usually do not have a formal playtime as these opportunities are 

ordinarily integrated into their school day 

 

10.20- 10.35am Year 1 Playtime- duty teacher and classroom assistant 

 

10:40-10:55am Year 2 Playtime- duty teacher and classroom assistant 

 

 
 

After play teachers collect children from the playground. 

 

Just before lunch, Grace is said or sung in classrooms, then lunch.  

11:45am-1:20pm Staggered Lunchtimes.  

11:55am Reception lunch, returning to class at 1:00pm (to start at 1:05pm) 

11:55am Y1 lunch, returning to class at 1:05pm (Y1 start at 1:10pm) 

12:05pm Y2 lunch, returning to class at 1:05pm (Y2 start at 1:10pm) 
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3.00pm  Reception Class teachers to take children to parents’ waiting area to find 

the adult collecting them. 

3.05pm Year 1 Class teachers to take children to parents’ waiting area to find the 

adult collecting them.  

3:10pm Year 2 Class teachers to take children to parents’ waiting area to find the 

adult collecting them. 

 

Arrangements for Wet Mornings 

If the weather is very wet the gates are opened at 8.45 am, and children go round through 

the playground to their class cloakroom as usual.  Teachers stay in the classroom to 

receive children as they arrive.  Please put your child’s book bag in a plastic carrier bag 

when it is raining, to prevent the contents getting damaged. 

 

End of the School Day 

At hometime, teachers accompany the children to the parents’ waiting area.  Children are 

told that if they cannot find the person who is meant to be meeting them that they must 

return to their class teacher. If the routine at hometime is to be different from normal it 

is essential that we are informed by a note or a telephone call to the office.  Children are 

not allowed to go with someone different unless the school has been informed in advance.  

Your child’s safety is our first concern. 

 

Late Arrivals 

If you arrive late in the morning after the front gate is shut, please take your child to the 

main office.  You will need to sign the late arrivals book in the office, then your child will 

be taken by staff to class. 

 
 

 

 

 

Safeguarding & Child Protection 

Safeguarding is a broad area and not only covers areas such as Child Protection but also 

areas such as Online Safety and Radicalisation. 

 

http://www.thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk/cms/imagetour/showimage.asp?Section=4&ImageID=1
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• Thurnham CE Infant School is a community and all those directly connected (staff, 

governors, parents, families and pupils) have an essential role to play in making it safe 

and secure. Thurnham CE Infant School recognises our moral and statutory 

responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children. 

• Thurnham CE Infant School recognises the importance of providing an ethos and 

environment within school that will help children to feel safe, secure and respected; 

encourage them to talk openly; and enable them to feel confident that they will be 

listened to. We are alert to the signs of abuse and neglect and follow our procedures 

to ensure that children receive effective support, protection and justice. 

 

• Our school core safeguarding principles are: 

o It is a whole school responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children as its paramount concern 

o All children (defined as those up to the age of 18) regardless of age, gender, 

ability, culture, race, language, religion or sexual identity, have equal rights to 

protection 

o All children have a right to be heard and to have their wishes and feelings 

taken into account   

o All staff understand safe professional practice and adhere to our code of 

conduct and other associated policies  

o All staff have a responsibility to recognise vulnerability in children and act on 

any concern in accordance with this guidance 

 

• There are four main elements to our safeguarding policy  

o Prevention ( e.g. positive, supportive, safe school culture, curriculum and pastoral 

opportunities for children, safer recruitment procedures);  

o Protection (by following the agreed procedures, ensuring all staff are trained 

and supported to respond appropriately and sensitively to safeguarding 

concerns);  

o Support (for all pupils, parents and staff, and where appropriate specific 

intervention for those who may be at risk of harm);  

o Working with parents and other agencies (to ensure appropriate communications 

and actions are undertaken).  

 

At Thurnham School we have three lead staff for Safeguarding (although everyone has a 

responsibility to be vigilant) and these are Mrs E Pateman (Headteacher & Lead 

Safeguarding Officer) and Miss S Chastney, Mrs C Chaudry and Mrs R Evans (Other 

Lead Safeguarding Officers). 
 

Safety on the School Site 

► Please make sure you bring your child right up to school in the morning and wait until 

the gates are opened at 8.45am. 
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► Our gates open at 8.45am, 10 minutes before school starts. We provide supervision 

for your children after they come through the gate. Before that they are your 

responsibility, so please ensure they are supervised by you on the drive and in the 

waiting area. Children must not be left unattended, to ensure they are safe at all 

times. 

► Parents of children in Years 1 and 2 need to wait away from the gates at 3.05pm so 

that our Year R pupils can find their parents easily.  Year R parents should wait at 

the gates not down the path or drive.  

► Please note that the entire site is a non-smoking site; this includes the grounds and 

the drive. 

► Dogs should not be brought onto the school site or drive.  This includes dogs being 

tied to the school gate while you deliver your child to Roseacre or Thurnham.  Please 

support us in this.   

► In the interest of safety, parents’ cars cannot be brought on to the school site nor 

parked in or near the approach roadway.  The crossing patrol needs clear vision to 

ensure that the children can cross safely.  If you really need to collect your child by 

car, please park considerately as local residents need access to their driveways at all 

times.  Please remember that the school driveway is used as a road by delivery vans 

and as their times of arrival are unpredictable, it is essential that you use the path at 

all times and ensure that children and toddlers are controlled and safe. 

As part of being a ‘healthy school’ children can come to school on scooters if they 

wish, provided they are not ridden on the drive and parents are vigilant for hazards 

when they are in use. 

 

Arrangements for the Front Door/Security 

We appreciate the need for appropriate security for school premises but also believe a 

welcoming and friendly school should not be like a fortress either and therefore seek a 

balance between the two. There is a hatch in the entrance foyer for you to speak to 

office staff and the inside door is security controlled by the office staff. Children are 

supervised in the outside areas at all times. All adults who should be on the premises can 

be verified by the identification badges they are wearing and all external doors have a 

self locking system that only school staff are able to open from the outside. Our front 

gate is padlocked at 8:55am and unlocked at the end of the school day for the children’s 

exit. 
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School Fund 

There is a voluntary school fund, used to provide extra resources for the school, for 

example, some school clubs, plants for gardening projects, cooking ingredients etc.  

Parents are invited to contribute by supporting various fund raising events, such as non-

uniform days. 

 

Charity Fund Raising 

Regular events are organised to raise money for a variety of charities. 

 

Communication 

Parents are kept fully informed of what is going on in the school by:- 

❖ Regular newsletters 

❖ Website (www.thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk) 

❖ Parent consultations 

❖ Attendance at special assemblies and other functions 

❖ Opportunities to look at displays throughout the school 

❖ Curriculum information each term. 

If you wish to see the headteacher or class teacher, it is advisable, whenever possible, to 

make an appointment through the office so that a mutually convenient time can be found.  

Parents should always discuss issues with their child’s teacher first. 

 

 
 

Contact Books/Book Bag 

Each child in the school has a contact book.  It is a record of the books you share with 

your child and also a means of communication between home and school.  Please write in 

this book if your child is being collected by someone different at the end of the day, or if 

there is any information you wish to share with the class teachers. The contact book will 

be in your child’s book bag. Letters and any other information will be put in your child’s 

book bag. 
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Playtime Fruit 

We participate in the Fruit and Vegetable Scheme, so there will be free fruit on offer 

each day for children to eat.  Some children bring fruit from home (cut up if necessary) in 

a named polythene bag, to eat at playtime.  Please only send a small amount so that 

children still have time to play and socialise.  Please put this fruit in the book bag so it 

does not become confused with lunchtime fruit in packed lunch boxes.  When the children 

get into school there is a special box for their fruit for each class. 

 
Water 

There are water fountains in school providing fresh water for children.  Children can bring 

a bottle of water to school, but this must have a sports top to avoid spillages.  The bottle 

will come home each night for you to wash and refill. 

 
Meals 

The school offers a cooked free school meal to all our pupils (if parents wish them to have 

one) as the Government will fully fund the meal cost. All we will ask for is an indication as 

to whether dinners will be required on a permanent basis or that a parent wishes to 

provide a packed lunch. For children bringing packed lunches, food and drink should be 

brought in small, clearly marked containers.  Whilst snack biscuits are acceptable, please 

do not send packets of sweets or bars of chocolate in packed lunch boxes.  Please 

remember to include a spoon if there is yoghurt in the lunch box, and a drink (not fizzy). 

(See ‘Packed Lunch Guidelines’ enclosed.) 

Changing to dinners or vice versa can be done at the start of each week.  Please send a 

letter informing the school secretary in advance if possible. 
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Money 

All money sent in to school should be in a named envelope.  Please write on the front to let 

us know what the money is for, as the office is often collecting money for several things 

at any one time. We can also take electronic payments. 

 

Valuables 

Toys, watches and items of any value should not be brought to school but kept safely at 

home. Mobile phones or electronic games must not be brought into school. No 

responsibility can be taken for such items. 

 

Pastoral Care and Discipline 

We are very fortunate that we have excellent standards of behaviour from the children in 

our school. As part of our Christian ethos we aim to create a community in which each 

child and member of staff is respected and treated with consideration; where all 

contributions to school life are valued; where the staff work as a team and have the needs 

of the children as their priority.  We encourage the children to care and respect their 

fellow pupils and where necessary support each other too. 

 
We have three key rules to help children remember how to behave, and a system of 

rewards and sanctions.  In this atmosphere of secure relationships children are usually 

relaxed and respond positively.  We also operate a ‘traffic light’ system to help the pupils 

understand when they are starting to not meet our high expectations of behaviour. If a 

parent is concerned about a child’s behaviour at home or we are concerned at school, it is 

important to contact each other so that we can help resolve any problems together.  In 

circumstances when a child is physically or verbally abusive or has lost self-control, it may 

be necessary for the headteacher to contact parents so that the child is taken home for 
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the remainder of the day.  This action demonstrates to the child that their behaviour is 

serious and completely unacceptable. 

 

Relationships (including Sex Education) (RSE) 

Many elements relating this wide area are addressed in our PSHRE curriculum.  However, 

issues relating to sex education will naturally arise, and children’s questions will be 

answered honestly and sensitively with language and content appropriate to the age and 

stage of development of the child.  

We are aware of the Government requirement for all schools to teach Relationships 

Education and have enhanced our PSHRE curriculum accordingly in line with Government 

guidance. 

 

Complaints 

We recognise that within any large organisation complaints can arise.  At Thurnham School 

any complaints will be taken seriously and dealt with sympathetically and efficiently in the 

recognition that early involvement can prevent later crises. 

In the first instance parental concerns should always be discussed with the class teacher.  

If problems cannot be resolved at this level, the headteacher may need to be involved.  

The school has a formal complaints procedure policy available on the school website. 

 

Health 

 
If your child is unwell, please do not give him/her the choice to come to school; keep 

him/her at home.  In cases of sickness or diarrhoea, your child must not attend school for 

48 hours after the last bout of sickness or tummy upset.  Please telephone the office 

between 9:00am and 9:30am on each day of sickness to report non-attendance and leave 

a message on the ‘reporting absence’ answering machine. The reason will be entered on the 

attendance register.  You should try to arrange medical/dental appointments for after 

school if at all possible.  We only administer prescribed medicine which needs to be taken 

four times a day. A form must be filled in by a parent before we can administer any 

medicine.  Please hand the medicine in to the office in the original labelled bottle with the 

child’s name and instructions. For reasons of safety please do not send the medicine with 

your child.  You need to collect it yourself at the end of the day from the school office. 

All children have occasional knocks and grazes, and first aid will be administered at school 

as necessary.  If a child has a bump on the head, we usually contact parents to make them 

aware of the situation either by phone or through the contact book.  All members of staff 
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are trained first aiders, and can be called upon when necessary for advice or treatment.  

All first aid is recorded. 

Sometimes, your child may feel unwell or have a minor accident, and you may be contacted 

and asked to come and collect him/her.  It is very important that we always have your 

current emergency telephone number, so please remember to update it if necessary. 

Any parent can request an appointment with the School Nurse to discuss issues of health 

or development.  Please see the School Secretary.  If teachers have any concerns about 

pupils they may advise parents to see the nurse.  The School Nurse also holds a regular 

‘drop-in clinic’.  Dental screening takes place during the child’s second year in school (Year 

1 classes).  This is a simple examination which you are not required to attend.  If the 

dentist considers your child may need further treatment a letter will be sent home. 

 

Absence 

You should always arrange your holidays out of term time.  If this is not possible the 

school can authorize leave in ‘exceptional circumstances.’ Parents should complete the 

relevant form for leave of absence requests. Parents should identify on the form why the 

absence is exceptional and should be approved. If the exceptional need is not made clear 

it is very likely the absence will be refused. 

Please note that the school will not authorise any absence in September, when 

children are making new friends and settling into new classes.  Parents of children in 

Year 2 must avoid May and June as this is the month Key Stage 1 Statutory 

Assessment takes place and holiday absence is not authorised at this time. In Year 1 

there is a mandatory Phonics screening check (usually in the second / third week of 

June), therefore once confirmed, absence cannot be authorized within Year 1 for 

that week or just before. If your child has low attendance because of sickness 

absence, this will be taken into consideration when deciding whether to authorise 

holiday leave. 

 

Uniform List/ Ordering 

We like children to wear sweatshirts, cardigans and polo shirts with the school logo. 

Please try to buy these and not other polo shirts from shops - secondhand ones can be 

bought very cheaply from our second hand uniform sales.  
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Other items can be bought on the high street, smart grey school trousers, grey school 

shorts, skirts or pinafore dresses/yellow check or light blue summer dresses. School polo 

shirts come in yellow and blue. Boys usually choose blue and girls yellow, but children can 

choose to wear either colour.  

Shoes:  Please make sure your child wears flat sensible school shoes/sandals, (no trainers 

or plastic beach shoes please). Laces might be better left until the child is able to tie 

them independently.  Socks should always be worn with sandals. 

Coats: Any warm coat or kagoule, as our playground can get very chilly. Children must bring 

a coat every day. 

Painting Overall:  Painting overalls are provided in school. 

Book Bags:  These should be bought from school.  They are sturdy and usually last three 

years. Each year group has their own colour book bag to make it easier to find lost ones. 

Sun Hat:  One from home. 

P.E:   Plain white T shirt, round necked / or House Team colour (red - St. George, green –

St. Patrick, blue – St. Andrew, yellow – St David) 

Plain elasticated dark shorts (without any tabs, pockets, belts or drawstrings that 

could be a safety hazard on the gym apparatus) 

Black elasticated plimsolls for outside PE – not needed until the Summer Term 

Small drawstring bag (no other type of bag please) – can be bought from school. 

Please ensure that all of these items are clearly named and in school every day. 

Long hair should be tied back for P.E 

N.B.  If your child has a verruca, it should be covered with a plaster for PE. 

Naming:  Woven name tapes for clothes and stick-on shoe and identity labels are available 

from school.  Please name all belongings including socks, gloves and scarves.  So many 

clothes are bought from the same suppliers that children become very distressed when 

they cannot identify their own clothing. 

Earrings:  Please note that children should not wear earrings to school.  If they are worn, 

they should be plain studs, not hoops or sleepers. However, no earrings can be worn for 

PE, and would need to be removed at home or removed by the child at school. Staff are 

not permitted to remove earrings or replace them after PE. 
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*Please note that children bring their book bags to school each day, but cannot bring 

rucksacks because our cloakroom space is very limited, and there is only room for coats 

and PE bags to be hung on the hooks. 

Uniform and book bags can be purchased via our supplier: 

Pages Schoolwear, 

Unit 7-8 Granada House 

Lower Stone Street 

Maidstone 

Kent. ME15 6JP  

01622 753900 

 

Their website is here: School Uniform – Pages Schoolwear (pages-schoolwear.co.uk). 

There is no need to buy new uniform, as children grow so quickly. Very good quality second 

hand uniform can be purchased at the regular uniform sales in school. 

 

Charging Policy 

Sometimes we ask parents for contributions to help us pay for various activities, such as 

visiting theatre groups or musicians, or outings and trips.  These contributions are 

voluntary and your child will not be excluded from an activity because you have not 

contributed.  However, parents should be aware that if we do not receive sufficient 

contributions to support the event or trip, it may be necessary to cancel. 

 

Friends of Thurnham 

This association organises social and fund-raising events throughout the year. Active 

involvement of parents is vital to its success and the children’s education has greatly 

benefited from the funds raised.  Details of events will be given to new parents, who are 

warmly welcomed to join the group. 

 

Home School Agreement 

We have a Home-School Agreement which you and your child will be invited to sign once 

your child is settled in school. This agreement was developed in consultation with parents, 

staff and governors. 

 

Early Years/Reception 
 

 

https://pages-schoolwear.co.uk/Products/Index?schoolId=46
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We have three reception classes.  Silver class is housed in the main building and has a 

designated outdoor play area.  Children in Gold and Rainbow classes share the Early Years 

Unit.  This is self-contained with its own outdoor play area.  Initially all Year R children 

are brought to their classrooms by their parents at the start of school.  After a few 

weeks, they join the rest of the school in the main playground.  For mid morning play the 

reception classes do not always have a playtime as it can easily be absorbed into some of 

our Foundation Stage activities.  Each reception class has a planned programme of 

induction into the full range of school activities allowing them to settle happily and become 

well integrated with the rest of the school.  The Foundation Stage curriculum encourages 

the children to become independent, to develop their ideas and interests, make choices 

and take responsibility for their learning and actions in a supportive environment.  The 

reception classes are well resourced. 

 

 
 

Special Educational Needs 

This is an inclusive school, which caters for a variety of needs and is adapted for 

wheelchair access.  

All children are regularly assessed and if a child is experiencing difficulties, parents will 

be informed. Sometimes we may initiate early intervention support, so that pupils are 

closely monitored and additional provision is provided for these children to make progress. 

Where action is necessary for the child to successfully access the National Curriculum, 

this will be met through greater differentiation of tasks, a variety of materials, resources 

and support from additional adults.  The school is consistent with the Guidelines in the 

SEN Code of Practice in regards to school based intervention.  Some children may need an 

Individual Educational Plan to help them meet the requirements of the National 

Curriculum.  Support from external agencies may include; speech and language therapists, 

educational psychologists, occupational therapists and therapists. In exceptional 

circumstances, the child’s needs may be met through a statement of Special  

Educational Needs. 

 

Curriculum 

The school offers a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum according to the 

requirements of the Foundation Stage (Reception) and National Curriculum (Years 1 and 
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2).The National Curriculum core subjects are English, Mathematics and Science. Computing 

(previously ICT) and the foundation subjects include Art and Design, Design Technology, 

Geography, History, Music and PE/drama. RE is also a compulsory subject. All subjects will 

be cross-curricular, (for example RE stories will be used also as a group reading exercise, 

or in music the children may learn counting songs).  

 

As a staff we reflected on three ‘superpowers’ that we felt would be most beneficial to 

our children and should run through all of our curriculum;  

• Resilience 

• Independence 

• Brain Power (thinking about thinking) 

 

Religious Education 

RE is taught across the school following the Kent Agreed Syllabus which is supported by 

Understanding Christianity and Canterbury Diocese World Faiths modules, Judaism and 

Islam. RE is taught through the big question approach allowing children to develop their 

questioning and thinking skills. Themes are developed across the key stage and are 

encouraged to respond in a variety of formats, There is a progression of vocabulary across 

the whole school. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from religious education but this must 

be discussed with the Headteacher before withdrawing their child. 
 

English 

Language is at the heart of learning throughout the school curriculum. Years 1 and 2 have 

a daily English lesson. Reception year children are gradually introduced to all aspects of 

the curriculum as appropriate to their development. 

 

Reading   

We value reading as a crucial life skill. By the time children leave us, they read confidently 

for meaning and regularly enjoy reading for pleasure. Our readers are equipped with the 

tools to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. We encourage our children to see themselves as 

readers for both pleasure and purpose. 

 

Teaching reading: Reading practice sessions three times a week 

• We teach children to read through reading practice sessions three times a week.  

• Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the session 

do not overload the children’s working memory. The reading practice sessions have 

been designed to focus on three key reading skills: 

o decoding 

o prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression 

o comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.  
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Additional reading support for vulnerable children  

• Children in Reception and Year 1 who are receiving additional phonics Keep-up 

sessions read their reading practice book to an adult daily.  

 

Reading for Pleasure 

Emphasis is placed on all children enjoying rich and pleasurable reading experiences by 

providing a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction Reading for Pleasure books in all the 

classroom areas. These have been carefully selected to include books from other cultures 

and from diverse social backgrounds. Children can read these in school and once a week 

they select one to take home to enjoy on their own or with an adult.  

 

 

 

Writing 

A developmental approach to writing is encouraged so that children gain confidence in 

putting their thoughts and ideas on to paper. Emphasis is placed on content and individual 

creativity. The correct spelling of high frequency words and Common Exception words 

from the National Curriculum is encouraged from an early stage. Children are encouraged 

to recognise and learn features of conventional spelling. Children are encouraged to write 

at home and share this with their teachers on Seesaw. We hold a writing week usually in 

March with many exciting events and stimulating activities. 

 

Speaking and Listening skills are encouraged to express ideas and listen to the opinions 

of others. Drama and role-play are encouraged within the curriculum. Dramatic work 

performed by the children or outside visitors, helps to develop speaking and listening 

skills.  

 

Phonics and Spelling 

We believe that all our children can become fluent readers and writers. We teach reading 

through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic 

phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Little Wandle 

Letters and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing 

knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move 

through school. 

 

As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they read. We also 

model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics in shared reading and 

writing, both inside and outside of the phonics lesson and across the curriculum. We have a 

strong focus on language development for our children because we know that speaking and 

listening are crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects. 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf
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Daily phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1 

• We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute 

lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson as quickly 

as possible. Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to help children become 

fluent readers.  

• Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn 

term. 

• We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of progress: 

o Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and 3 

GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with fluency and 

accuracy. 

o Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to read and spell 

words using Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy.  

 

Daily Keep-up lessons ensure every child learns to read 

• Any child who needs additional practice has daily Keep-up support, taught by a fully 

trained adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class teaching, and use the 

same procedures, resources and mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition, 

so that every child secures their learning. 

• We timetable daily phonics lessons for any child in Year 2 who is not fully fluent at 

reading or has not passed the Phonics Screening Check. These children urgently 

need to catch up, so the gap between themselves and their peers does not widen. 

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments to identify the 

gaps in their phonic knowledge and teach to these using the Keep-up resources – at 

pace.   

 

When ready in Year 2, children move on to learning spelling rules set out in the National 

Curriculum, again using carefully selected resources, games and investigations.  

Phonics and spelling homework is sent home each week on Seesaw. This is always linked to 

learning in school.  

 

Mathematics 

The mathematics curriculum includes a daily structured Maths lesson. We promote a 

positive attitude towards mathematics with children becoming confident and competent 

with numbers and measures. Children will develop a repertoire of calculation skills, an 

ability to solve number problems, and an understanding of ways to collect and present 

data. They also develop an ability to explain their reasoning. We believe that fluency, 

mathematical reasoning and problem solving should be encouraged and accessible to all 

pupils. Use of correct mathematical vocabulary is encouraged. There is considerable 

emphasis on teaching calculation methods, and we employ the use of concrete methods 

first, using manipulatives. Then written methods are taught, using resources such as 

number lines and jottings. Finally moving on the to the abstract, mental calculations. We 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf
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encourage pupils to use conceptual knowledge learnt in one area and apply it across the 

mathematics curriculum. Mathematics is also integrated into other curriculum subjects 

such as Science, Geography, Computing and DT to provide reinforcement and development 

of skills. 

Maths Week or Maths Days take place regularly to promote mathematics throughout the 

school. Maths homework activities are sent home on a weekly basis in Yr 1 and Yr 2. These 

activities are linked to the Maths covered in class. Class teachers assess children’s 

understanding of the main teaching points and check their progress. Year 2 children are 

assessed in end of key stage tasks and tests. Year 1 use the White Rose end of block 

assessments and use these to identify and address any misconceptions or areas of 

weakness. 

Children with additional educational needs are supported by the class teacher, teaching 

assistants and learning support assistants, and, if necessary, have an individual education 

plan with small achievable targets to be worked on in Maths lessons and at home. More 

able children are provided with appropriate materials to ensure they are challenged and 

stretched. 

 

Science 

Our intent for Science is that every child develops an enthusiasm and enjoyment of 

scientific learning and discovery. 

Science is an integral part of all learning. As one of the core subjects we give the teaching 

and learning of Science the profile it requires. Pupils will develop understanding of the 

nature, processes and methods of Science through the different types of enquiries .They 

will be confident to ask questions, take risks and extend their scientific knowledge. They 

will develop the essential scientific enquiry skills to deepen their scientific knowledge. 

They will use a range of methods to communicate their scientific information and present 

it in a systematic, scientific manner. They will develop a respect for the materials and 

equipment they handle with regard to their own, and other children’s safety. They will 

develop Science Capital to understand the importance of Science in today’s world and 

inspire them for their future. 

 

Computing 

Children explore various technologies, using them confidently to achieve specific learning 

outcomes.  Children use computers to develop and present their ideas and record their 

creative work across all areas of the curriculum.  Every class in the school has three 

computers and a printer which is centrally networked.  In addition to this we have a small 

bank of laptops for individual or group use.  Children use digital and video cameras, digital 

microscopes and remote control devices as well as tablet computers (ipads). 

All classes in Year 1 and 2 have their own Interactive Whiteboard which helps stimulate 

learning across all subject areas.  Children in Year R are given the opportunity to use the 

Interactive Whiteboard several times a week.  The internet is an essential element and is 

used to support children’s learning experiences.  We have an Internet Policy to support 
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the use of supervised internet access.  In school, children are taught how to safely 

navigate curriculum sites under the direct supervision of a teacher.  Internet access 

within the school is secure and password protected. A secure filtering system, prevents 

harmful material from being viewed. Online safety is also taught. 

 

  
 

Art and Design 

Our intent in art and design is to facilitate the growth of children’s knowledge, skills and 

creativity.  Children will be given opportunities to explore a range of materials and media, 

and will become confident in a variety of techniques including drawing, painting and 

sculpture. 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage provision of a wide range of opportunities for 

children to explore artistic processes is key, whilst emphasis is placed on increasing 

children’s knowledge of the visual elements: colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space, in Key Stage One.  

Through our curriculum, children will develop knowledge of artists, crafts people, and 

designers from a range of times and cultures. This will enable them to experience global 

diversity through the scope of art and design, and to understand the importance of art 

and design in the past, as well as it’s continuing relevance to them today. 

 

Design and Technology 

This is a very practical subject. The curriculum encourages pupils to research, design, plan 

and develop their ideas. They are taught the safe use of a range of tools to measure, 

mark, cut and join elements of a product. Children are taught specific skills which transfer 

across the DT curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to evaluate and discuss their work with 

adults and peers. KS1 experience a broad DT curriculum to include food hygiene, textiles 

and construction.  

 

Geography 

We aim to enable children to become familiar with their own environment and to develop 

an increasing awareness of the wider world. They investigate both the human and physical 

aspects of geography to develop their knowledge and understanding of places. The local 

environment is studied through first hand experience but children are also encouraged to 
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find out about other places using IT and reference materials such as photographs, books, 

maps and globes. Much of this work is carried out through a crosscurricular approach. 

Throughout their work they will learn to use appropriate geographical language, develop 

geographical skills and be encouraged to ask geographical questions.  In Early Years, 

Geography is taught through 'Understanding of the World'. Children are provided with 

opportunities to explore different cultures and communities through learning about 

festivals such as Diwali and Christmas, as well as learning about and investigating living 

organisms through topic work. This school was given a gold level award from the 

Geographical Association for excellent practice. 

History. 

 

Music 

Children’s natural enjoyment of music and rhythm is encouraged through the development 

of performing, composing and appraising skills. Musical understanding and confidence is 

extended through playing a variety of tuned and untuned instruments, exploring sounds 

and creating compositions and accompaniments. Each year group has an instrumental 

session and a singing session each week. All Year 2 children learn to play the recorder. All 

Year 1 children learn to play the ocarina. The children are encouraged to use their voices 

expressively by singing a variety of songs, rhymes and chants from memory. Listening skills 

are developed through responding to a range of live and recorded music from different 

times and cultures. During the year we celebrate special occasions when the children 

display their skills and perform with and for others in assemblies and events. 

 

History 

We encourage the children to become critical and creative thinkers, to use clues, tell 

stories and offer explanations.  Using the Foundation Stage Curriculum and National 

Curriculum programmes of study, the children become aware that life has changed and 

learn how people in the past have behaved and why.  They learn through a range of 

resources such as artefacts, computer programs, pictures, photographs, books and 

interaction with adults.  The children use a range of skills to demonstrate their knowledge 

and understanding including writing, IT, Art and Drama. 

 

Physical Education and Movement 

Our aim is to increase the activity levels and well-being of the whole school through a 

supportive environment that encourages and enhances physical activity and a healthy 

lifestyle.  We aim to provide a balanced programme of physical activity, giving the children 

experience of Gymnastics, Dance, Games skills and Outside Adventurous Activities. 

We encourage pupils to take part in a range of out of school hours physical activities, by 

arranging after school clubs and lunchtime activities, and by making them aware of 

activities available in the community.  We use sport coaches to lead after school clubs and 

support teachers in PE lessons. 
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A sports afternoon is held annually in the summer term on the playing field.  Parents and 

pre-school children are invited to join in and celebrate children’s achievements.  During 

the year we take part in special occasions to support charities promoting physical activity 

and encourage pupils, parents and staff to walk to school when possible. 

 

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHRE) 

As part of the teaching of PSHRE and circle time, we follow a scheme of work that 

incorporates British Values, Citizenship, learning about money, general PSHRE topics as 

well as incorporating Relationships education. Some PSHRE lessons arise from issues 

raised by the children themselves, some relate to our Christian values. The children are 

participants in aspiring to our vision of education at its best. All children are included in 

the decision-making processes of the school through class and school opportunities to 

enable them to understand and learn about individual responsibility within our school and 

issues in school and in the wider world that affect them. In EYFS, PSHRE is embedded 

across the curriculum and feeds into everything that we do. Children also have explicit 

Growth Mindset sessions where they learn particular skills such as resilience. They are 

then provided with opportunities to put these skills into practice during their Independent 

Learning time. 

 

Collective Worship 

An act of worship (assembly) is held in the school every day for all pupils.  In this Church 

of England controlled school, worship reflects Anglican beliefs, practices and values in 

accordance with the requirements of the Trust Deed, as well as using messages from 

stories from literature, everyday life and other faiths. There is a mixture of class, group 

and whole school assemblies during the week.  Acts of worship are seen and valued as 

“school family” occasions.  Some will be based on a biblical theme, some highlight the 

manner of the week or the safety rule of the week. There are special worship times, to 

which parents are invited.  Celebration Time, when good work/actions are recognized take 

place fortnightly.  Parents of children selected for this assembly are invited to join us on 

these occasions.  At Christmas, a service is held at Holy Cross Church for Year 2 children.  
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There are weekly worships led by the staff of the Holy Cross Church.  The ‘Family Trust’ 

also leads worship periodically. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from 

collective worship, and supervision will be arranged in such cases.  However, our collective 

worship is broadly based and usually acceptable to everyone.  Parents should discuss any 

concerns with the headteacher before exercising this right.   
 
 

 

 
 

 

Clubs 

We have an extensive range of school clubs which children can take part in when they are 

in Year 1 and 2 as well as some for Reception.  Theses take place at lunchtime, before and 

after school, with children being invited to attend for a block of sessions. 

 

Freedom of Information  

Policies, other important information and the latest OFSTED report can be seen at school 

on request (or on the school website; www.thurnham-infant.kent.sch.uk).    

 

 

Child Protection and Welfare 

Please make us aware of any changes that could upset or worry your child, to help us to be 

understanding and put in a little extra support. Situations that can unsettle children can 

be associated with change of home circumstances, death of a relative or pet, parent away 

on business for a while, new baby, someone in hospital, etc.  At school, we make every 

effort to ensure that your children are supervised and safe.  If you have any concerns, 

please see the teacher and discuss your worries.  We expect your child to be brought to 

school and collected by a responsible person, either a parent/carer or an adult 

representative.  If anyone different is going to collect your child, please phone us so that 

we can be assured that the person is authorised by you; we can then warn your child 

beforehand.   

We also expect you to provide a safe, supervised environment for your child at home, so 

that his/her needs are catered for.  We are available for you to come and talk about 

difficulties at home and we will try to help all we can.  In some circumstances where the 
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school has concerns regarding the health, welfare and safety of a child, the Headteacher 

(who is the Safeguarding lead along with the Deputy Head and Early Years lead), has a 

duty of care to seek advice from support agencies, including Social Services and the 

Education Welfare Department. 

Occasionally, we may need to move or restrain a child who is distressed or out of control.  

Usually children can be gently persuaded, but in some rare situations it may be necessary 

for us to use recognised ways of safely restraining a child, in order to ensure the child’s 

own safety or the protection of others.  Staff have been trained in a system called ‘Team 

Teach’ which involves strategies to avoid confrontation, the use of reasoned persuasion 

and the supportive holding or restraining of a child if necessary.   

Please be aware that in this school we give physical comfort to children who are 

distressed or upset, just as you would at home.  If children need reassurance they may 

be comforted by a quick hug or sat on someone’s knee until they calm down.  Everyone 

working in our school as a member of staff or as a volunteer is checked by the Disclosure 

and Barring Service (DBS). 

NB.  Occasionally the school medical service requests children’s details so they can plan 

health screening.  We do not give details to anyone else. 

 

 

Pupil Responsibilities 

There are six Year 2 pupils elected by their classmates to sit on the School Council.  We 

have Year 1 litter pickers and Year 2 Health and Safety reps.  All children have several 

responsibilities within their year groups and classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

HOMEWORK - A POLICY AND GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS 

 

Parents are the child's first educators. The whole family network provides the influences 

that nurture and shape a child's development. From the first days the family cares for 

and communicates with a baby and encourages early smiles, sounds and explorations. As 

the child gets older s/he develops self esteem, confidence, and the independence to learn 

about the world around him/her.  When children come to school this process is still vital to 

the growth of the individual, and as the more formal education of school is introduced, the 

family's role in supporting their child changes and develops. Ideally a partnership between 

home and school should be fostered so that each promotes the value of the other, and 

home learning compliments and consolidates learning at school. 

 

Homework is valuable for several reasons. 
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• Parents, by supporting their child and the work of the school, can promote a positive 

attitude towards school and education. 

• Children become aware that learning is not confined to the school environment, but 

happens in everyday life; adults carry on learning and developing new skills. 

• Children need to practise skills such as counting, reading, writing, drawing, finding and 

choosing their own library books and researching topics they are interested in. 

• Children will make more of their learning in school, now and in the future, if they can 

develop wide interests and build up their confidence and self esteem. 

• The home environment can provide many opportunities for learning that might be 

difficult in a class of 30 children. Children can take as long as they like over an activity. 

They can experiment and try things out for themselves at their own pace. They can 

receive lots of individual attention and support. 

• Doing a little homework each day helps children develop sound study skills for later 

life; these will be extended throughout their school careers. 

 
 

 

 

How parents can help 

Children work hard at school and we appreciate that when they come home they might be 

tired. Children need to play and have leisure time, and as a school we see that time as 

being essential to a child's social, emotional, and physical development. Infant aged 

children should never feel pressurised by homework; this will only have a negative effect. 

Much homework can be very informal, and not seen as 'work' to a child. However, it is very 

important. A few examples are board games, nursery and number rhymes, activities like 

word searches or craft projects, helping weigh ingredients for cooking, guessing games 

like I spy, 'play shopping' with tins from the cupboard and a supply of real pennies, and so 

on. 

Opportunities in everyday life can be used: writing a letter or postcard to grandparents, 

sending invitations, sketching a scene that can be stuck on card and given as a present, 

reading to a younger brother or sister, reading and completing activities on cereal packets 

or in comics, counting objects, or learning plant and tree names. 

At Thurnham School each year group prepares details of the term's planned curriculum, 

which is sent home to parents. It would be useful if you could fit in activities at home to 

compliment this planned work. On your visits to the library you could find books, both 

fiction and non-fiction, that explore relevant subjects. Interesting items of news can be 

pointed out and explained. Day visits could be planned to extend a child's experience, for 
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example to a river or castle. Children can be encouraged to look for certain shapes or 

letters.  Spellings will be sent home for children to learn and practise. 

There might be a specific task, such as handwriting, or a number activity, or a topic area 

to research.  Children need to read for a short, regular time each day, for about 10 

minutes. This will involve various aspects of reading, and will depend on age, interest, and 

stage of development. Essentially the reading should be interactive. The text can be 

shared between parent and child, with each taking turns to read. More confident readers 

might like to read some of the story aloud, then read the rest to themselves and tell 

someone about what they have read. Children should be praised for recognising letters and 

words, and for trying to work out words by the sounds of the letters.  Every child at 

Thurnham School has a 'contact book', and children will be pleased if parents can find the 

time to write a few comments occasionally about their home reading. Older children should 

be encouraged to attempt their own writing in contact books, or write the title, or draw a 

favourite part of the story. Children in Year 2 will be expected to write book reviews and 

justify their opinions. Through these activities children develop their skills whilst 

receiving a measure of support. It is important that parents provide a balance by 

encouraging independence and also helping and explaining, so that homework is useful and 

pleasurable. 

 
 

Parents need to give some thought to the setting for homework activities  

• Please provide a quiet area. This doesn't have to be a desk removed from the family. 

The kitchen table whilst tea is cooking is fine, but turn off the television or radio and 

clear some space. 

• Provide good equipment - good light, a few special pencils, some nice library books, an 

easy dictionary suited to the child's age. 

• Expect high standards, but be supportive and not critical. Make the time enjoyable and 

positive, then pack away and give your child some well-earned free time. 

• Encourage children to do homework earlier rather than later. Near bedtime is not the 

best time, as children (and parents!) may be tired and irritable. 

• If you have more than one child, consider individual and collective needs. It may be 

easier to settle to work if everyone does homework at the same time. It will be 

difficult for one sibling to work if another child is watching something good on 

television. However, try to give each child their own little bit of attention, and their 

own bit of praise and recognition. 

• Children's attention and concentration skills develop at different rates, and can vary 

from day to day. Be flexible.                                                                                                                                                                     
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By working together and valuing each other it is hoped that school and home can provide 

the best opportunities for children to develop, practise, and extend their skills and 

explore their potential. 
 

Thank You! 

Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus and find out more about this 

wonderful school! We hope it has given you a flavour of what it is like and if you are 

thinking of applying for a place for your child, we look forward to hearing from you. 
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EYFS Data Outcomes for 2021/2022  

(most recent external data due to Government cancellation of assessments due to Covid) 

 

 
For each Early Learning Goal, these tables show the percentage of pupils in the school at each level in 2022. 

 
Percentage of all pupils at each level for each Early Learning Goal 

   
 

Percentage of pupils not assessed: 0 
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Communication and Language   

Listening, Attention and Understanding 13.33 86.67 

Speaking 5.56 94.44 

   

Personal, Social and Emotional Development   

Self-Regulation 13.33 86.67 

Managing Self 12.22 87.78 

Building Relationships 11.11 88.89 

   

Physical Development   

Gross Motor Skills 4.44 95.56 

Fine Motor Skills 8.89 91.11 

   

Literacy   

Comprehension 14.44 85.56 

Word Reading 22.22 77.78 

Writing 27.78 72.22 

   

Mathematics   

Number 17.78 82.22 

Numerical Patterns 18.89 81.11 

   

Understanding the World   

Past and Present 11.11 88.89 

People, Culture and Communities 12.22 87.78 

The Natural World 8.89 91.11 

   

Expressive Arts and Design   

Creating with Materials 8.89 91.11 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 8.89 91.11 

   

Achieved a Good Level of Development  72.2 
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Thurnham C E Infant School 

 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Results 2022 
 

 

 

Number Achieving/ Exceeding Pass Mark 

 

79 

 

 

90 

  

 

National Threshold level 
 
 

32/40 

  

 

% Threshold Met 

 

88% (Of All 90 Y1 pupils) 

33/40 (83% of) Boys Met The 

Threshold, 46/50 (92% of) Girls Met 

The Threshold) 

Notes: 
 

• We do not yet know what the national picture will be, this should be given in 

the Autumn. 

• In Year 1 we had 2 children who scored 30 or 31 (i.e. close to the mark for 

the standard). 

• 15 pupils (17%) achieved full marks. 

• Children that do not meet the standard must be reassessed towards the end 

of Year 2. Of the 9 Y2 pupils who have been rescreened in this term of Year 

2, 6 have now met the standard one year on and 3 have not. Therefore 97% of 

our pupils have met the standard by the end of Year 2 in 2022. 
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Y2 COMPARATIVE REPORT – 2022 
 

 

 
This table shows a summary of the National Curriculum assessment results of pupils in the school (2022) at the end of Key Stage 1, as a 
number and as a percentage of those eligible for assessment.  
 
There is no national figure yet available for 2022 and any comparison with pre-Covid levels would be not relevant. 
 
The number of eligible children is: 90   Figures may not total 100 per cent because of rounding.  
First number is number of children, second number is the percentage of cohort. 
 
 
 
 
The Expected + (EXS+) column should be the headline figure for comparison  (this is the cumulative figure for ‘Expected and 
Greater Depth’ combined). 
 
 
40 boys and 50 girls in year group 
 
 

  
 

Number / 
Percentage 

EXS + 

Reading 
All School 72      80% 

 National N/A 

Writing 
All School 61       68% 

 National N/A 

Mathematics 
All School 73        81% 

 National N/A 

Science  
All School 84        93% 

 National N/A 

 

 
 
We have a number too small to report outcomes publicly in our ‘Disadvantaged / Pupil Premium’ cohort. 

 

 
EXS  - Working at the Expected Standard 
GDS – Working at Greater Depth at the Expected Standard 
 
Science is reported as Working at the Expected Standard or Not Working at the Expected Standard, Greater Depth is not 
assessed for this subject. 

 
 


