
Values and Education in India: A Glorious Past and an Intertwining Future 

Values are a set of ideals accepted by individuals or a 
group/population for common good. Like all 
civilizations/countries, India is proud to have a 
glorious cultural heritage which has attracted the 
attention of other cultures. 

Cultural heritage of India is embedded in its 
literature, life and times of great personalities who 
represent the essence of our culture i.e., shanthi, sathya, dharma, strength of character 
honed by social leadership, selfless life style, public good, religious tolerance, non- 
violence, respect for environment (Prakruthui) and peace within and in society. These 
attributes have also been reflected in our constitution (constitutional values) which 
provides opportunities for an individual to bloom as a world citizen – the Vishwa 
Maanava concept espoused by Karnataka's pride, Rashtra Kavi Prof. K.V. Puttappa, 
popularly known by his pen name, Kuvempu. 

In recent years, these glorious cultural values however have receded into 
background in our individual and national life-style profiles. They survive in only 
pockets mainly in religious institutions. Alarmingly the steep fall in values is seen more 
in educated and well qualified section of society. Increase in the rates of crime, violence 
(including domestic violence), cheating, deception, examination malpractices, and 
cavalier attitude towards our culture are indeed manifestations of falling standards. 
UGC has to blacklist some universities as fake. The conspicuous estrangement of 
youth with our culture and values in our educational institutions is detrimental to 
national integration. Because, values are the essential ingredients to mould the 
character of the youth and nudge them towards national integration. This situation 
needs to be urgently addressed by our education system, to prevent further 
deterioration. 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 also places a high premium on value 
education and accordingly focused on the importance of designing curricula, pedagogy, 
teacher training, institutional and stakeholder responsibilities. NEP 2020 also has made 
it very clear that there should not be any prejudice/bias in designing curricula; the 
process should be guided only by constitutional values, particularly religious tolerance. 

Relevance to NEP: 

The following are some relevant extracts from NEP to highlight the policy initiatives to 
inculcate values in education at all levels. 

Section 0.3. : The (school) curriculum must include basic arts, crafts, humanities, 
games, sports and fitness, languages, literature, culture, and values, in addition to 
science and mathematics, to develop all aspects of learners' brains and make education 



 

more well-rounded, useful, and fulfilling to the learner. Education must build character, 
enable learners to be ethical, rational, compassionate, and caring, while at the same time 
prepare them for gainful, fulfilling employment. 

0.10. These elements must, of course, be incorporated in an Indian manner and 
style, taking into account the local and global needs of the country, and with a respect 
for and deference to its rich diversity and culture. An instilling of knowledge of all of 
India and its varied social, cultural, and technological needs, its inimitable artistic, 
language, and knowledge traditions, and its strong ethics in India's young people is 
considered critical for purposes of national pride, self-confidence, self-knowledge, 
cooperation, and integration – and thus, consequently, its continued progress and 
ascent. 

Section 0.12. The foundational pillars of this Policy are access, equity, quality, 
affordability and accountability. The purpose of education is to develop good human 
beings - capable of rational thought and action, possessing compassion and empathy, 
courage and resilience, scientific temper and creative imagination, with sound ethical 
moorings and values. 

Section 0.13. The principles on which this Policy is based are: flexibility, for 
learners to choose their learning trajectories and programmes, and thereby choose their 
paths in life according to their own talents interests; …emphasis on ethics and human & 
Constitutional values (e.g., empathy, respect for others, cleanliness, etiquette, courtesy, 
democratic spirit, spirit of service, scientific temper, liberty, responsibility, pluralism, 
equality and justice),… ., and pride in India and its rich, diverse, ancient and modern 
culture and knowledge systems and traditions, and its forward looking aspirations, to be 
incorporated where relevant in an accurate manner, and form an anchor and source of 
inspiration for all education. 

4.2. The Foundational Stage will consist of play/activity-based learning and the 
aforementioned curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE. It will also include a focus on good 
behaviour, courtesy, ethics, personal and public hygiene/cleanliness, teamwork and 
cooperation, etc. 

Section 4.23. …. and practice of human and Constitutional values (such as 
patriotism, sacrifice, non-violence, truth, honesty, peace, righteous conduct, 
forgiveness, tolerance, mercy, sympathy, helpfulness, cleanliness, courtesy, integrity, 
pluralism, responsibility, justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity); gender sensitisation; 
fundamental duties, citizenship skills and values; knowledge of India (including Indian 
knowledge systems); environmental awareness, water and resource conservation; 
current affairs and knowledge of critical issues facing local communities, states, the 
country, and the world. 

Section 6.12. Students will also be sensitised through this new school culture 
brought in by teachers and counsellors, and also through corresponding changes in the 
school curriculum. The school curriculum will include, early on, the material on human 



 

values such as respect for all persons, empathy, tolerance, human rights, gender 
equality, non-violence, global citizenship, contribution of culture in sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyle, inclusion, and equity. It would also include more 
detailed knowledge of various cultures, religions, languages, gender identities etc to 
sensitise and develop respect for diversity. Any biases in school curriculum will be 
removed, and more material will be included that is relevant and relatable to all 
communities, and which develops these human values. 

Section 11.7. The flexible and innovative curriculum shall emphasise on offering 
credit-based courses and projects in the areas of community engagement and service, 
environmental education and value-based education. Value-based education should 
include developing humanistic, ethical, oral and universal human values of truth 
(satya), peace (shanti), non-violence (ahimsa), righteous conduct (dharma) and love 
(prem), citizenship values and also life-skills, in personality development, teaching, 
learning and governance. Lessons in seva/service and participation in community 
service programmes will also be considered an integral part of National Education 
Policy 2020. 

Section 15.1. Teacher education is truly vital in creating a team of school teachers 
that will shape the next generation. Teacher preparation is an activity that requires 
multidisciplinary perspectives and knowledge, the formation of dispositions and 
values, and the development of practice under the best mentors. Teachers must be 
grounded in Indian values, languages, knowledge, ethos, and traditions, while also 
being well-versed in the latest advances in education and pedagogy. 

The approach to value education should be to ensure that the cherished values of 
love for fellow citizen, sathya, dharma, compassion, religious tolerance, justice, 
nationality and global citizenship are woven into the curricula in such a way that the 
Indian cultural ethos – Vasudaiva Kutumbam – is not only operative but visible to even 
casual observers. To inject these attribuyes, the core subjects necessary for academic 
and professional advancement of the students should be packaged/embedded in value 
education, in an intertwined way, to achieve the objectives of holistic education. The 
importance of this strategy is demonstrated by several examples of distorted ways of 
thinking - intelligent persons with good qualification and degrees who have gone 
astray to become threats to national dignity. Obviously, lack of values has played its 
wicked role. 

Analytical Comments: 

The very purpose and main function of education is the development of an all-
round and well-balanced personality of the students, and also to develop all dimensions 
of the human intellect so that our children can help make our nation more democratic, 
cohesive, socially responsible, culturally rich and intellectually competitive nation. 
But, nowadays, more emphasis is unduly laid on knowledge-based and information



oriented education which takes care of only the intellectual development 
of the child. Such partial education gives raise to negativity and even 
anarchic tendencies, detrimental to society at large. Value education thus 
is concerned with injecting moral values in education to ensure students 
to become national pride in their chosen professions, not national shame. 

There is an acute need to replace the earlier traditional objective of 
inculcating values based on religion and philosophy by constitutional 
values, a collective of religious, cultural, social, national and global 
attributes, as prescribed by the NEP 2020, to prepare youth with 
national pride and global responsibilities. 

Recommendations: 

1. The government should take urgent steps to translate the 
recommendations of the NEP into affirmative action by 
developing curricula of all levels of education, with value 
education of appropriate emphasis. 

2. School education curricula should reflect constitutional values 
recommended by NEP, supported by appropriate pedagogical 
methods and teacher training 

3. Higher education curricula may integrate value education 
packages as non-core subjects (non-detailed subjects in the 
previous years). They should carry credits to emphasize the 
importance of value education for holistic personality 
development. 

4. Universities should establish special chairs for Value Education to 
coordinate seminars, thematic extension lectures and workshops 
to promote value education in the affiliated colleges and school 
clusters/complexes in their jurisdiction. 

5.  Profiles of eminent personalities such as Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. 
Ambedkar, S. Radhakrishnan, Swami Vivekananda may be 
prescribed in curricula. Example of eminent personalities like Sir 
M. Visveshwaraya adds value and local flavour. 

6. Research degrees (Ph.D./D.Sc.) may bring in value education 
with professional ethics as part of the course work prescribed for 
eligibility 

7. Similar mechanisms may be prescribed for research institutions 
and research centers to ensure transparency in their activities. 


