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“Trinity must position itself as a 
trailblazer in 21st-century
education, just as Fraser did a 
century ago, by introducing new 
academic disciplines and teaching 
philosophies along with working 
structures. A mindset that
qualifications and training are for 
life, as these will give students
competencies for life that will 
help make a meaningful impact on 
themselves and society.”

page 30
– Prof Malik
Ranasinghe

“I think Trinity was a school that embraced 
globalization even in that era. We not only 
had students from all local ethnic
communities, but from countries such as 
Burma, India, and Africa, and mingling with 
each other taught us the value of diversity”

page 42 – Mr J. L. P. Perera

Achievements of Old Boys as testimonials

“Trinity is known as a school for 
all people, all ethnic groups. And 
I think that’s a great contribution 
we have made to Nation building 
in Sri Lanka.”

page 55 – Mr Jayantha
Dhanapala

www.trinitycollege.lk/thetrinitian

T150 Sesquicentennial Anniversary Thanksgiving Service

http://www.trinitycollege.lk/thetrinitian
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    NEXUS
Our focus in this second edition of The Trinitian – the digital magazine of 

Trinity College Kandy will be on the first half of the T150 Sesquicentennial 
Anniversary Year. During the last six months, we have witnessed tectonic 

socio-economic and political changes in our Island Nation. The joys of the 
gradual cessation of the impact of the global pandemic were short lived. As 
the world returned to normalcy after two and a half years of estrangement and 
confusion, we as a nation eagerly awaited the return of our day-to-day activities. 
Shattering all hopes of a return, our nation plunged into a political abyss with 
tragic socio-economic ramifications. In context, all our activities related to the 
anniversary, thus embody the indefatigable resilience of this nation and the dire 
need to reinvigorate hope for a renewed future.

As usual, this edition opens with a cordial welcome to the new members of our 
academic and administration staff, who are joining the Trinity College team. We 
remember with gratitude those who have left Trinity during the first half of the 
anniversary year. In our flashback of the inauguration of the T150 anniversary, 
we visit the solemn service of thanksgiving held of the 19th of January 2022. The 
spotlight segment of the second edition of The Trinitian is decorated with the 
achievements of students and staff. 

The highlight of the anniversary ceremony was the Inaugural Fraser Memorial 
Oration [FMO], the premier event organized for the Sesquicentennial Anniversary. 
The primary objective of the FMO is to immortalize the person and mission of 
Late Rev. A.G. Fraser, one of Trinity’s most illustrious Principals, who captured 
and formulated the essence of our alma mater. As an annual event, it is meant 
to encourage the Trinity community to revisit the original spark and inspiration 
that led Rev. Fraser to restructure and revolutionize the institute that is Trinity. 
It is crucially important that the Trinity family collectively discern the role and 
mission of Trinity within the complex contemporary socio-cultural conditions. 
The oration is a clarion call to begin the transition from a ‘romantic’ vision of 
Trinity to a ‘holistic and integrated’ one based on the humility, love and service. 
Without a semblance of doubt, Prof. Malik Ranasinghe, an old Trinitian and 
the former Vice Chancellor and a Senior Professor in Civil Engineering at the 
University of Moratuwa did justice, beyond our expectation to the intended 
objective of the FMO. We feature Prof. Malik’s keynote titled Trinity Education: 
adapt or perish - Transforming Trinity education from a pedantic system to 
an inspirational practice in response to the general theme of the FMO, Trinity 
College Kandy – Contemporary Relevance and Future Prospects vis-à-vis 
Towards a Lasting Trinity Legacy.
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On 17th of April 2022, we bade farewell to the oldest living Trinitian in John 
Lionel Percival Perera [d. 2022]. In this edition of the digital magazine, we 
reproduce with few updates an interview with the inspirational J.L.P. Perera. 
In the Requiem eulogy held in memory of late Mr. Perera, the Principal of 
Trinity stated thus: 

Today, in the T150 Sesquicentennial Year of this great seat of erudition 
and culture, we honour the life, service, example and inspiration of a 
Trinitian par excellence who, in every sense of the word embodied a 
“Christ-like character”. It is our earnest prayer that God in his infinite 
mercy and love will count James Lionel Percival Perera among his 
saints, and that he will intercede on our behalf in our genuine efforts 
to make Trinity a sacrament of God’s reign on earth. 

Respice Finem
The Trinitian Team

Introduction

The Crest of Trinity College, Kandy

The Trinitian team expresses heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family 
members of late Mr. Perera. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

The Pictorial – People – Places segment includes a colourful panorama of 
the newly restored Napier House – the multipurpose learning space and 
the Quadrangle. Our team sat with the erudite Jayantha Dhanapala who, in 
his brief testimonial reminisces Trinity’s 150 year journey. We highlight the 
colonnaded elegance of the Gaster Block in honour of late Lewis John Gaster, 
the master draftsman at Trinity.  

The Opinions, Events, School We Knew and Emerging Trinity segments focus 
on the perennial Trinity ethos. It is a call for a critical aggiornamento [up-to-
date renewal] of our mission. 

Where does our present moment belong vis-à-vis the mission and the 
relevance of our alma mater? Have the plethora of changes in the ‘familiar 
and comfortable’ herald in a new world order? Are we witnessing the death 
of traditional education models? Or, is it an epoch-making watershed that 
call us for renewal? In short, are we dying or maturing? How do we name our 
present moment? In the face of manifold crises, Trinity continues to fulfill her 
divinely-ordained mission of forming holistic human beings. It is the duty of 
the Trinity family to join our efforts in ‘exploring vistas of excellence.”
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Assistant Teacher - JS English Language - US
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College website and Social Media 
cordinator

Mathematics - USAssistant Teacher - JSWestern Music - US

Assistant Teacher - JS Assistant Teacher - JS ICT - US

Ms. Roshaliya 
Benedict
Mathematics - US
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Ms. Nimali Jayasekara

Ms. Udavi Senanayake Mr. Susantha Senaratne Mr. Lahiru Senaratne

Live stock and Agri Development 
Officer (Farm)

Crèche Coordinator Farm Manager Sports Counselor 

Living Trinity

 FAREWELLS 
News and Events
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Mr. Abhishek
Surendrakumar

Assistant Teacher -JS
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Pitawala

English Language - US
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Keppetipola
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Balasooriya Farm Manager

Mr. C. Amunugama

IT and Project Cordinator 

Mr. Lahiru
Kalupahana
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Mr. H.M.P.M.
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PUNEETH 
HARSHITHA
SILVA
Junior School 

Master Puneeth Harshitha Silva of 
Grade 5C was the Pentathlon 
Champion and was awarded the 

Sarath Bulathsinghala Trophy. He 
represented the Carter Blues House at the 
Junior school Inter-House Athletics meet 
2022. Puneeth’s dream is to become a 
professional footballer and to play for the Sri 
Lankan National Team. He also pursues his 
dream to be an entrepreneur. His idols in life 
are his father and Cristiano Ronaldo.

Puneeth prefers riding bicycle, playing with 
his brother, swimming and reading books.  
He is a brilliant sportsman. In the recent 
Junior School Inter-House Athletics Meet 
2022, Puneeth was able to bag many awards. 
He captained the Carter Blues House to 
become the “Champion House” for the year 
2022. He placed 1st in the High Jump Event 
[Under 10], 1st in the 150m Event [Under 10],  
1st in the 4x100m relay Event [Under 10], 2nd 
in the 100m event [Under 10] and 1st in the 
Pentathlon Individual Open Event.

We wish Mater Puneeth success in all the 
new ventures in life.

CHAMPION STUDENTS Spotlight

CHAMPION 
STUDENTS
FROM
TRINITY

Spotlight
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Master Mohammed Mulafir Mohammed 
Mufaz of Grade 6, who is a great 
enthusiast in playing with gadgets 

and inventing new things, was able to make 
a wonderful creation, an electronic football 
court.  As he is a football-lover, he decided to 
innovate a football court. The opportunity he 
got to take part in talent shows conducted by his 
Class Teacher in Grade 5, Mrs. Malrani Rodrigo 
and the knowledge he gained during the Basic 
Robotics class had inspired him to create this 
fantastic item.  This young inventor presented 
this at the Children’s Talent Competition 
organized by the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute 
and was awarded a merit and a cash prize. On 
the day of the awarding ceremony, Mufaz had 
the opportunity to present his innovation to the 
honourable minister Mr. Dullas Alahapperuma.
Mufaz mentioned that the process of making 
an electronic football court was not an easy 
task. He had done the correct programming at 
the initial stage of his innovation and thereafter 
transferred it to the microbit board. The power 
connection was given to the microbit board 
at the final stage. Although he possessed the 
basic knowledge about the invention, he had 
faced many difficulties in connecting the wires 
properly. He is grateful for his parents who 
encouraged and supported him when he failed 
at different points during this arduous task. 
He appreciated the support extended by his 
teachers and the school in making his piece of 
work successful. We wish Master Mufaz all the 
best for everything.

MOHAMMED
MULAFIR
MOHAMMED MUFAZ
Middle School 

CHAMPION STUDENTS Spotlight

The Sri Lankan Biology Olympiad is a 
competition organized by the Institute 
of Biology, Sri Lanka which is held 

annually and it tests the Biology knowledge 
of applicants across the whole country. The 
competition for the year 2021 was held on the 
16th January 2022 with over 550 applicants 
taking part in it.

Master Disara Sithmaka Jayaratne of Trinity 
College Kandy was able to achieve a gold medal 
and placed overall 4th in the competition. 

DISARA
SITHMAKA
JAYARATNE 
Upper School 

CHAMPION STUDENTS Spotlight



2120
20 21

Ms. Warna Radhika De Silva started 
her education at St. Thomas’ Girls’ 
School, Matale and was blessed to 

attend several schools such as Junior Girls’ 
School, Nawalapitiya, St. Gabriel’s Girls’ 
School and Hillwood College, Kandy.

Upon completion of her high school 
education, Miss. Warna gained admission 
into the University of Peradeniya, Dumbara. 
Her favourite quote is, “Meet the right 
people in the right place at the right time.” 
She also follows the motto of life, “Diamonds 
are produced under pressure.” 

She started her teaching career at Trinity 
College on the 15th of January 1985 as a 
Teacher’s Aid, moving on to be an Assistant 
Teacher and then a Class Teacher. As she 
started to gain experience, knowledge and 
competency in her field, she was promoted 
to various roles such as, the Teacher-
in-charge of the Kindergarten Buddhist 
Students’ Movement , the Teacher-in-

charge of Chess and the Teacher-in-charge of Junior School Swimming, the Faculty Head for 
Sinhala Language, English Language  and Buddhism, the Grade Head, the President of the Staff 
Guild, the Secretary of the Junior School Staff Benefit Society and the Staff General Meeting and 
eventually the Sectional Head. 
Miss. Warna has represented college at the international level by taking part in the Global School 
Partnership [GSP] Programme, organized by British Council, held in the UK. When asked about 
her life at Trinity, Miss. Warna holds dear to her heart the opportunity of being able to deliver a 
prayer at the College Chapel as a non-Christian. 

During her 37 years as a kindergarten teacher, Miss. Warna has been a pillar in the upliftment 
of Trinity’s quality, discipline, education and preparing the future generations of Sri Lanka. She 
has been selected as the Champion Staff Member for the Junior School, due to her relentless 
commitment in making Trinity College a pioneer in education.

Words of encouragement to junior teachers: Ponder always on “What you can do for Trinity, not 
what Trinity can do for you.” – Warna Radhika De Silva

MISS WARNA 
DE SILVA
JUNIOR SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

CHAMPION 
STAFF
FROM
TRINITY

Spotlight
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Mr. A.P Navaratne joined the 
Academic Staff of Trinity 
College in 1985 as a trained 

Mathematics teacher and continues 
to be a systematic, successful teacher 
in Mathematics. He has served Trinity 
for 37 long years. He has made a great 
contribution to the school by being 
a Boarding House Master from 1985 
to 2019. He has also been serving 
as the Master-in-charge of Scouting 
since 1990, during which time many 
of our Trinity scouts were recipients 
of the Presidents’ Scout Award, and 
in a certain year Trinity College was 
awarded the greatest number of 
Presidents’ Scout awards.

In his long tenure of service, Mr. A.P. 
Navaratne has at various times, served 
as the Faculty Head of Mathematics, 
the Sectional Head, the Master-in-
charge of Discipline, the Master-in-
charge of Examinations, the Senior 
House Master of  Squealary House, 
the Master-in-charge of Swimming, a 
Member of the Chapel Committee and 
a Sunday School Teacher.

Mr. A.P. Navaratne has been an 
example of a consistent, dedicated 
teacher who has contributed much to 
Trinity, and he expresses the fact that 
he learned everything he needed to 
fulfill his reponsibilities from Trinity.

MR. ARUNA PERERA
NAVARATNE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

MRS. UMANGA
UDALAGAMA
MIDDLE SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

Ms. Umanga Udalagama is a 
well-loved, caring, treasured 
teacher at Trinity College. She 

is a trained Science teacher and joined 
Trinity in 1990 as a teacher of Computer 
Studies in the Middle School. She has 
served our school for 32 long years. She 
also became the Teacher-in-charge of 
Computer Studies and the Computer 
Society of the Middle School. Later 
on, she became a Science teacher 
and the Faculty Head of Science for 
15 long years. She was the Teacher-
in-charge of the Science Society for 
a considerable period of time and 
during her tenure, many successful 
Science exhibitions and field trips for 
the students were organized.

She was the Senior House Mistress of 
Saunders House for many years and 
during that period Saunders house 
had many victories in Inter-House 
Sports meets. She also served as the 
Sectional Head for Grades 6 and 7 from 
2010 to 2019 and from then onwards 
has been serving as the Grade Head 
for Grade 7. At different times in her 
teaching career at Trinity, she served 
as the Secretary of the Trinity College
Campus Welfare Society, the Middle 
school PTA representative and the 
Assistant Secretary for the Staff 
Guild. According to Mrs Udalagama, 
adopting the policy of always doing 
the right thing, being honest, and not 
worrying about status or positions 
made her a successful teacher at 
Trinity. Trinity College is privileged to 
have a wonderful teacher like her.
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MRS. NALIKA 
GUNARATNE
UPPER SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

Trinity College is privileged to 
have the services of Mrs. A.M.P.M 
Randeniya, a successful, caring, 

well-loved teacher of Sinhala and Sinhala 
Literature. She obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from the University of Peradeniya 
and joined the staff in 1988 and has been 
rendering an exemplary service for the 
last 34 years. She has been functioning as 
the Faculty Head of Sinhala Language and 
Literature since the year 2000, steering 
the successful development of the Sinhala 
Language and culture among the students. 

She continues to play a vital role as the 
Teacher-in-charge of the Sinhala Literary 
Union since the year 2000. She was 
instrumental in initiating “Waag Prathiba’’, 
the Annual Inter-School Debating 
Competition which has been continuing 
for the last 15 years. Since the day she joined 
Trinity, she continues to play a major role 
in guiding the students to organize Sinhala 
Day competitions, debates and dramas. In 
2013,  the Sinhala Literary Union celebrated 
its centenary celebrations namely “Siyawas 
Samaruma’’, under the guidance and 
supervision of Mrs. Randeniya. She also 
served as the Assistant Sectional Head for 
Grade 10 and 11 for two years, from the year 
2002. In her opinion, loving the students 
and being a role model to them has been 
the secret of her success as a teacher at 
Trinity. 

MRS. PRIYANGIKA
RANDENIYA
UPPER SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

Mrs. Nalika Gunarathne is a 
versatile personality who has 
been working at Trinity College 

since 1993. She is a very responsible 
character who is holding the position of 
the Sectional Head from 2021 to date. 

She is a very talented teacher of Physics, 
and she is capable of teaching Applied 
Mathematics as well. From 2012 to 
2014, Mrs. Nalika Gunarathne was the 
Faculty Head of Physics. One of the most 
remarkable things she has done is making 
the OORLOFF house 1st place for the first 
time in Trinity history after being the 
House Mistress. 

She was the first teacher to start the 
Astronomy Club in the school in 2008.  She 
still works as the Teacher in-charge of the 
club. Not only that, she also contributes 
to Trinity College in achieving District 
and Island ranks at the Advanced Level 
Examination every year.
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Mr. M. W. W. M. Uththiya Wijesinghe 
is a senior master who is serving 
at Trinity College Kandy. He is a 

multi-talented person who has rendered 
a great service to this esteemed college. 
He has studied at one of the leading 
schools in Kandy, St. Anthony’s College 
and has graduated from the University of 
Peradeniya in 1996 in Physical Science. He 
has completed his Post Graduate Diploma 
in Education at the Open University of 
Sri Lanka in 2006 with a Merit Pass. Mr. 
Uththiya Wijesinghe is professionally 
qualified in Australian Computer Society 
Examination in 2001.

Mr. Uththiya has joined Trinity College on 
2nd of June 1997. He is currently teaching 
Combined Mathematics for A/L students. 
He is a very active and a talented teacher 
who is doing his responsibilities to the 
point. Not only teaching,  he has also 
held many extra responsibilities at Trinity 
College. Mr. Uththiya has been a Prefect 
of Discipline (POD) since 2017, the Master 
in-charge of the Aviation Society and the 
Treasurer of the Staff Welfare Society. He is 
also the Prefect of Games [Designate].

MR. UTHTHIYA
WIJESINGHE
UPPER SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight

Mr. R. Sivalingam joined the 
Trinity College staff in 1985, 
and has served Trinity for 

37 long years. He continues to be 
a treasured senior staff member of 
the school. His speciality has been 
teaching and developing the Tamil 
Language and culture among the 
students at Trinity, having obtained 
a Special Honours Degree in Tamil 
Language and Literature from the 
University of Peradeniya. Being 
himself a strict disciplinarian, he has 
also played a major role in the area 
of maintaining discipline among 
the students. He was the Prefect of 
Discipline from the year 2004 to 2008.

He has been functioning as the 
Faculty Head for Tamil since 1985, and 
the Master- in-charge of the Inter-
House Tamil Drama Competitions. 
He has been serving as the teacher-
in-charge of the Tamil Literary Union 
(Grade 10-14), and the Chief Editor 
of the “Shakthi’’ magazine published 
by the Hindu Students’ Movement. 
Another notable contribution that 
Mr. Sivalingam has made to the life of 
the school is that he has been serving 
as a Resident Boarding House Master 
since 1996. He was also the Sectional 
Head for Grades 6 -11 (Tamil medium) 
from 1997  to 1999 and Grades 6 - 9 
from 2000 - 2003. Trinity is privileged 
to have the continued, faithful and 
valuable service of Mr. R. Sivalingam

MR. SIVALINGAM
RAJENDRAMPILLAI
UPPER SCHOOL

CHAMPION STAFF - ACADEMIC Spotlight
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MRS. KUMARI
DOOLWALA
ADMINISTRATION

CHAMPION STAFF - ADMIN Spotlight

Mrs. Nisansala Elkaduwe is the 
Payments Officer, attached to the 
Finance Division of the College. 

She worked at an Audit/ Chartered 
Accountancy firm and later as Consumer 
Agent before joining Trinity College in 2013.

During her years of employment at 
Amunugama & Co (Chartered Accountants), 
M/s KPMG, Diakoniya Sri Lanka (a Swiss 
NGO) and Mahaweli Traders, Nisansala 
acquired many valuable skills. She believes 
that the most important lessons she 
learned translated into being a simple but 
strong life motto: “Be Simple. Work Hard.” 
This mindset has been her strength thus 
far in life and has cemented her dream of 
being a successful career woman, while 
being a mother and home maker to her 
family.

At Trinity, she is involved in processing all 
payments, whether it maybe cheque or 
EFTs, bank reconciliations and updating 
of ledgers. Nisansala is indeed an asset to 
the college and is thus featured as one of 
our Joint Spotlight Champions. We wish 
her all the very best on her future at Trinity 
College. Nisansala has 2 daughters. Her 
husband is an Accountant. She is a Past 
Pupil of Christ Church College, Matale.

MRS. NISANSALA
ELKADUWA
ADMINISTRATION

CHAMPION STAFF - ADMIN Spotlight

Mrs. Kumari Doolwala is the 
Purchasing Officer at Trinity 
College. She joined Trinity in 2005 

as a typist/ clerk at the Principal’s Office. 
In her 17 years of service to the college, she 
has also served as a secretary to the Junior 
School, at the Examinations Unit and 
presently as Purchasing Officer, processes 
all procurements that has to be done by 
the College.

Kumari is very spiritual and brings her 
spiritual commitment into fulfilling 
her responsibilities: as such believes in 
effectively completing all tasks delegated 
to her to her with great commitment and is 
also always willing to lend a helping hand 
to colleagues and all those around her. Her 
dream is to improve her spiritual wellbeing 
and pursue a religious path in life. 

She is the mother of a teenaged daughter; 
her husband is a businessman.

She is a Past Pupil of Nugawela Central 
College.

We are inspired by her kindness, good 
nature, and strength of character. 

NEXT PAGE
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TRANSFORMING TRINITY
EDUCATION FROM A PEDANTIC 
SYSTEM TO AN INSPIRATIONAL
PRACTICE 

Rev. A.G. FRASER MEMORIAL ORATION  2022

Launching another significant calendar event, Trinity College in its 
Sesquicentennial Anniversary year introduced the “Fraser 
Memorial Oration” which is dedicated to the memory of the 

remarkable former Principal of the school, Rev. Alexander Garden 
Fraser.  The inaugural FMO was conducted on the 17th of  January 2022, 
parallel to the Founders’ Day Memorial Service and the unveiling of the 
anniversary celebrations calendar. The speaker at the initial FMO was 
one of the eminent past pupils of the College Prof. Malik Ranasinghe – 
the former Vice-Chancellor, University of Moratuwa and a member of 
the University Grants Commission. He was also the Chairman of 
Sampath Bank and functions as a Non-Executive Director on a number 
of corporate boards.  He is a Fellow Member of the Chartered Engineers’ 
Association, an International Professional Engineer of the Institution of 
Engineers, Sri Lanka, a Fellow Member of the National Academy of 
Sciences, Sri Lanka and The Institute of Project Managers of Sri Lanka, 
and a Graduate Member of the Sri Lanka Institute of Directors.        

Considering the existential challenges of the 21st Century, Prof. 
Ranasinghe had selected the topic “Trinity Education – Adapt or Perish” 
under the broader theme “Trinity College Kandy – Contemporary 
Relevance and Prospects for the Future.”  

In his opening remarks, paying tribute to the late Rev. Fraser, he stated 

The avenues of education are multifaceted now, the 
students can choose any field that interests them, 
and the improved parental involvement in a child’s 
education must be tapped and harnessed to
promote the child’s education.

“
”

Features

crippled the entire world for nearly two and a half years, Prof. Ranasinghe 
said the educational, psychological and emotional results of missing 
school among children are yet to be identified, but the “elephant in the 
room” is the post-pandemic developments in the educational arena, 
which can pose probable changes as unexpected changes. Educators he 
said must be able to imagine alternative futures and plan for unexpected 
future shocks. 

1. Extended schooling   

2. Outsourced education 

3. Schools as learning hubs

4. Learn as you go 

Quoting the findings of organizations for Economic Cooperation and 
development, [OECD] Prof. Ranasinghe identified four possibilities for 
defining future education. 

Be static and
perish or 

adapt and 
thrive

The 04 possible scenarios for future education

that Trinity must position itself as a trailblazer 
in 21st-century education, just as Fraser did a 
century ago, by introducing new academic 
disciplines and teaching philosophies along 
with working structures.   

Referring to the Covid-19 pandemic that 

“
”

Prof. Malik Ranasinghe speaking at the Rev. A.G. Fraser Memorial Oration 2022
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The last but the most dynamic form of education 
would be where the learning takes place everywhere, 
anytime, both informally and formally under the 
auspices of the machine, through which the learner 
is exposed to a multitude of subjects, courses, and 
programmes. 

“
”

Features

While extended schooling is more 
or less the formal current education 
style with technological advances 
supporting individualized learning, 
outsourced education, on the 
other hand, is a scenario where 
the traditional schooling system is 
collapsing and the society directly 
takes the ownness of educating 
the students through flexible and 
alternative sources of learning, 
driven by digital technology and 
supporting platforms. connecting 
with the communities through civic 
engagement and promoting social 
encounters, social innovations, 
etc., schools can become learning 
hubs in this millennium’s education 

Prof. Malik Ranasinghe & Dr. Romesh Ranawana at the Q&A Session during the A.G. Fraser
Memorial Oration 2022

1. Knowledge is a collection of facts about the world and 
procedures of how to solve

2. The goal of schooling is to get as many facts and procedures 
into students’ heads, as people are considered ‘educated’ when 
they possess a large collection of these facts and procedures.  

Ranasinghe the most likely form of education Trinity could adopt is 
the “Extended Schooling System,” as this method offers opportunities 
both to gain knowledge and to socialize while acquiring skills and 
competencies that are essential for a student’s well-being. However, in 
this scenario, the school authorities need to be cautious of the types of 
disruptions that can be caused by the outsourced service providers to 
lure the students to their platforms.

Role of the Extended Schooling System  

Prof. Ranasinghe emphasized the importance of being aware of the role 
of a school when pursuing the “Extended Schooling system.” According 
to Prof. Keith Sawyer, a well-known educator and innovator from the 
North Carolina State University, the schools we have today were designed 
around the following common-sense assumptions.

3. Teachers know these facts and procedures and their job is 
to transfer these to the students. 

system. The last but the most 
dynamic form of education would 
be where the learning takes 
place everywhere, anytime, both 
informally and formally under the 
auspices of the machine, through 
which the learner is exposed to a 
multitude of subjects, courses, and 
programmes. Prof. Ranasinghe 
was of the opinion that the future 
could be any of the above four or a 
combination of a few of them, and 
Trinity needs to explore the best-
fit for its requirements. 

Considering the strong traditions 
that bind the Sri Lankan academic 
psyche, according to Prof. 

4. Simple facts and procedures should be learned first and 
followed progressively by more complex facts and procedures. 

5. The definition of simplicity to complexity and the proper 
sequencing of teaching methods are detailed to teachers 
by textbook authors or thematic experts such as scientists, 
mathematicians or historians.  
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6. The way to determine the success of schooling is through 
exams to assess how much of those facts and procedures have 
been grasped by the student. 

Prof. Sawyer, further adds that the design of schools is, unfortunately, not 
by understanding how students actually learn, and thus the common-
sense assumptions have not been scientifically tested.  

Considering this practice, Prof. Ranasinghe proceeded with his 
presentation with the following discussion angles.

A capture of the audience at the Rev. A.G. Fraser Memorial Oration 2022 with the Chief Prelates of Asgiriya 
and Malwaththa Chapters

1. Relevance of Trinity education in imparting and assessing 
knowledge as described by Prof. Sawyer by referring to the 02 
recent public examinations, GCE O/L and A/Ls as proxies.  

2. Based on the above, identifying the future direction for 
Trinity education.  

Emphasizing on the employment-based education, Prof. Ranasinghe 
reiterated that employers look for ‘Knowledge’, ‘Skills’, and ‘Attitudes’ 
of potential employees, though the academics consider the most 
important attribute of a school and even university is education. The 
priority for an employer is the ‘Attitude’ of an employee as it is believed 
that ‘Knowledge’ can be acquired from a range of sources that are freely 
available.  

TCK students’ performance at public examinations:

GCE O/L – 2016 to 2020 – The student performance has been excellent 
continuously. In all 5 years, nearly 96% of the average 250 students who 
sat for the O/L exam qualified for the A/Ls. While the academic results 
looked remarkable, the overall participation and contribution too of 
the students have been exemplary as the College emphasizes a well-
rounded education for a Trinitian, by way of participating in sports and 
society activities.

GCE A/L – 2016 to 2020 – According to UGC statistics, the national A/L pass 
rate has been 62%, 65%, 64%, 65% and 65% in the 5 years under review 
and the corresponding results for Trinity have been 58%, 67%, 57%, 70% 
and 62% respectively. While the College averages are slightly below the 
national averages in certain years, the important factor is the increase in 
university admissions compared to 4 decades back which was around 
30% to 40%. With the gradual increase in A/L pass rates, the attrition 
of bright students from the College to Colombo and other supposedly 
good schools has decreased, which is a noteworthy achievement of the 
school.  

Prof. Ranasinghe is of the view that as a child enters Grade 01, a school 
must be able to assure the parents that the child will be able to enter 
the university passing the GCE A/Ls  at a high probability. However, at 

Prof. Malik Ranasinghe speaking at the Rev. A.G. Fraser Memorial Oration 2022
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Trinity that probability is around 63% which makes another 37% will not 
have access to university education. While it’s accepted that about 20% 
won’t anyway qualify for university, the additional 17% of failures pose a 
challenge to the institute, which should be analyzed in depth. 

Proposals to improve Trinity A/L results 

1. KPIs for both the teachers and students to ensure that 
80% of the students who sit for the A/Ls to secure university 
admissions, on the below rationale.  

a. No longer employment is granted based on one’s alma-
mater, family background, etc. without qualifications. 

b. The knowledge society of today offers individuals 
ample opportunities to succeed and prosper through 
education.

c. The recipe for success in the modern society is 
possessing effective knowledge and the willingness of 
an individual to work, adapt to change, compete and 
innovate successfully. 

c. In a tough professional society where academic and 
professional qualifications are valued, the products of 
Trinity with sports and extra-curricular activity-based 
credentials will find it very difficult to compete, as those 
glories are short-lived. 

2. Inculcate a mindset that qualifications and training are for 
life, as these will give students competencies for life that will 
help make a meaningful impact on themselves and society.  

As the avenues of education are multifaceted now, the students 
can choose any field that interests them, and the improved 
parental involvement in a child’s education to be tapped and 
harnessed to promote the child’s education. Prof. Ranasinghe 
added that as much as the influential past students support 
Rugby and Cricket they must make an effort to uplift the College 
education too, as the primary objective of a great school is 
providing good education, and invited the well-wishers to 
establish an academic equivalent of the Scrummage.    

3. Recruit academically talented students 
Trinity must reach out to students in the Central Province 
who have gained outstanding results at the O/L examination, 
as smart, intelligent, and hard-working students will always 
inspire their peers to work hard. The College can introduce 
scholarships and other incentives to attract such students, 
as those students will always give ‘more’ to Trinity that what 
Trinity can give them.

4. Strategies to supplement the incomes of the teachers. This 
is an essential requirement as it is important to attract and 
retain the services of competent and qualified staff members 
who are motivated and committed to the noble profession of 
teaching.   

Prof. Ranasinghe was of the view that without fulfilling above [3] and [4] 
one cannot expect results at the A/Ls that would demonstrate the Trinity 
education is pursuing academic excellence.  

Features

Directions for the future:   

Emphasizing the importance of catering to the needs of the knowledge 
society, Prof. Ranasinghe put forward the following recommendations 
for the consideration of the Trinity educationists.

1. Shun the culture of mediocrity and embrace an organic 
model of education that celebrates diversity, encourages 
curiosity and enhances creativity.

2. Identify and encourage multiple sources of  education, as 
the text book is only one source. 
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3. Move away from a teacher-centric education to a learner/
learning-centered education that’s driven by project-based, 
problem-based, and inquiry-based learning methods.

4. Introduce a combination of practices that enhances 
knowledge, skills, competencies, and mindset into the 
learning experience. 

5. With regards to student evaluation, instead of exam-based 
practices, make it both formative and summative assessments.
[As a case study the professor shared the findings by the 
University of Moratuwa, where the quality of their graduates 
has significantly increased after introducing more formative 
assessments and reducing summative assessments]  

6. Introduce learning methods to address 03 specific skills; 
namely, 1] Learning Skills, 2] Literacy Skills and 3] Life Skills as 
all those skills are pivotal in the internet era.

a. Learning Skills – Impart knowledge to students about the 
mental processes required to adapt and improve in the modern 
work environment.  

b. Literacy Skills – Focus on how the students can discern facts, 
publishing outlets and technology behind those.   

c. Life Skills – Consider the intangible elements that are important 
for a student’s everyday life, with a focus on the student’s 
personal and professional well-being.  

7. Introduce activities and programmes to develop critical 
thinking in students as the employers require candidates who 
can solve problems / find solutions. [This should be a high focus 
area as the students are currently tested on straightforward 
questions that involve memory and thought] 

will be important in redefining 
Trinity’s new academic path. STEM 
is an approach that inculcates 
intrinsic problem-solving 
abilities, critical thinking skills, 
and a sense of curiosity, which are 
qualities important for Trinity’s 
new education philosophy. 
Unlike in traditional education 
where subjects are interpreted 
in isolation, STEM subjects are 
interpreted in conjunction, where 
it connects academic disciplines, 
making it ‘Multi-Disciplinary.’   

STEM directly relates to the future 
needs where a student’s capacity 
to innovate, invent and create 
becomes pivotal in the professional 
world. Each STEM variable has a 
unique role to play such as Science 
providing the learners an in-
depth understanding of the world 
while Engineering helps put that 
knowledge into practical use. 

As Trinity has excellent laboratories 
Prof. Ranasinghe was of the view 
that these could be utilized to 
promote STEM-related practical 
activities among students. As an 
initial step in encouraging the 
STEM education system at the 
College Prof. Ranasinghe donated 
10 ‘Magicbit’ mini computers 
developed by a start-up operation 
attached to Moratuwa University 
to his alma mater.

The importance of combining
creativity with STEM in future
education:

Though an engineering scientist 
by profession, Prof. Ranasinghe 

displays a high-level of 
appreciation for creativity and 
out-of-the-box thinking and 
emphasized why STEM education 
should be coupled with creative 
learning, as this is the key to 
innovation, adaptability, and 
overall success of learning.

STEM education could be 
enhanced by incorporating Arts-
based learning from an early 
age. Educationists and industrial 
experts have predicted that by 
2040, most of the present-day 
professionals will be replaced 
by Robots and AI, and only the 
people who possess intrinsic 
creative capabilities that cannot 
be replaced by Robots will survive. 
According to Prof. Ranasinghe, the 
current subject combinations do 
not encourage the rational and 
creative thinking of students, and 
this is going to cause a setback in 
their future opportunities. 

Hence, Prof. Ranasinghe is of the 
view that this combination should 
be the future education approach 
for Trinity College. 

Introducing life skills into the
curriculum:

Emphasizing the importance of 
a well-rounded personality, Prof. 
Ranasinghe shared the view that 
‘life skills’ help a person acquire 
a balanced personality, which 
encapsulates the requirements of 
both professional and personal life 
needs of a student and an adult, 
and appreciated the efforts made 
by Trinity over the last several 

Features

Introducing STEM Education: [Science and Technology interpreted 
through Engineering, based on Mathematics]  

STEM education inculcates intrinsic problem-solving abilities, critical 
thinking skills, and a sense of curiosity among the students, which 
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Summarizing the relevance to Trinity Education: decades to meet the holistic 
educational needs of a student, 
especially by instilling ‘social 
consciousness in a child’.  

The critical life skills for the 21st 
century are identified as flexibility, 
leadership, innovativeness, 
and productivity while the all-
important social skills are expected 
to bind the professionals together 
as most businesses are conducted 
through strong inter-personal 
relationships and networking. 
Social skills must supersede the 
relationships, embracing inter-
cultural and inter-racial
relationships as well, promoting 
tolerance and harmony within the 
community, if that society wishes 
to see progress and growth.  As part 
of the life/social skills development 
process, comparative religions 
and inter-cultural studies along 
with conversational skills in all 
three languages should be taught 
from the Junior School onwards, 
encouraging the students to form 
the common Sri Lankan identity. 

Transforming from a teaching 
culture to a learning culture:

21st-century education will give 
more emphasis to learning than 
teaching. This learning will be in 
the form of ‘active learning’ which 
will demand more involvement 
from the student. The base of 
the Standard Learning Pyramid 
comprises the concept, of ‘Teaching 
Others’ which enhances a student’s 
learning capacity by 90% whereas 
the top of the pyramid is occupied 
by the traditional ‘Lecturing’ 

method which only guarantees 
to learn 5%. This attributes to the 
concept of ‘active learning’ where 
the students are encouraged to 
think and engage with learning 
material and to lead the learning 
process. Another plus factor of 
‘active learning’ is its ability to 
engage all the students in a class 
in the learning process. 

Stemming from this, Prof. 
Ranasinghe suggested that Trinity 
adopts a ‘blended learning’ model 
in the classrooms giving focus to 
STEM+Arts education. As blended 
learning will include;

It will form the ‘new normal’ in 
the post-pandemic education 
scenario. 

Features

a. many teaching aids 

b. more student-teacher
interaction 

c. features that transcend 
time and location  

d. high student engagement 

1. Continue with the excellent programme at the Ordinary Levels. 

2. Performance at the A/Ls is unacceptable and serious attention to be 
paid on this.  

3. KPIs for success at the A/Ls should be 80% qualifying for higher 
education.  

4. Recruit academically talented students for the A/Ls. 

5. Strategies to supplement the incomes of the teachers. 

6. Instill Trinity values and qualities, along with the 21st century skills.  

7. Good knowledge and skills in Science, Mathematics, IT and     English 
– essential components of STEM education. 

8. Encourage critical thinking and curiosity and enhance creativity by 
introducing STEM+Arts and active learning techniques from Grade 01. 

9. Most assessments up to Grade 9 should be formative [qualitative] and 
not summative. 

10. Comparative religions, inter-cultural studies and the ability to 
converse in all 3 languages to be taught as early as possible.  

The paradigm shift that is finally expected of Trinity College according 
to Prof. Malik Ranasinghe was its education to adapt, to empower the 
learner and to improve learning.  

Click Here to watch 
the video of the Rev. A.G. Fraser
Memorial Oration 2022

NEXT PAGE

Trinity revisited 

through the 
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https://youtu.be/Dyi_zl83DpA
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I think Trinity was a 
school that embraced 
globalization even 
in that era. We not 
only had students 
from all local ethnic 
communities, but 
from countries such 
as Burma, India, and 
Africa, and mingling 
with each other 
taught us the value of 
diversity

Features

JLP PERERA

“

”

TRINITY REVISITED 
THROUGH THE EYES 
OF A NONAGENARIAN

A capture of Mr. J.L.P. Perera at the College Chapel during the 
Carol Service
Pic: Nesan George

T he reputation and dignity of a school cannot be measured 
by the years it has existed, the buildings it owns, its well-
manicured gardens, events they have excelled at, or the 
number of students who walk through its gates. The pride of 

an academic institution rests in the hearts of its alumni who years and 
decades after graduating keep coming back to their alma-mater with 
joy and excitement not only to revisit their childhood memories and 
relive the mischief of their student days but also to be an integral part of 
the lives  of the present-day students and the on-going activities of the 
school.

Throughout its illustrious history of 150 years, Trinity College Kandy has 
produced a countless number of charismatic citizens who have served 

Features

Mother Sri Lanka in numerous 
fields such as sports, defense, 
politics, finance, medicine, law, 
etc.. What’s most remarkable 
about all of them is the ‘die-hard’ 
loyalty they all have towards their 
alma-mater. Like in the famous 
song Hotel California, they all have 
checked out of their alma- mater, 
but have not really left the place.

For this issue of “The Trinitian”, we 
had the privilege and honour of 

interviewing one such prominent, 
past pupil, Mr. JLP Perera, who, 
sadly passed away recently, a few 
weeks before his 99th birthday.

Famous as Lionel Perera, and the 
oldest living member of the Trinity 
fraternity, JLP Perera was a familiar 
figure at any calendar event at 
Trinity College, be it the Bradby, 
the Prize Day, the Big Match or the 
Carol Service in December. Perera 
who has witnessed nearly 100 

A capture of Mr. J.L.P. Perera at the Asgiriya Cricket Stadium During the Big Match

Pic: Amila Alahakoon

years of happenings at Trinity is a human encyclopedia of the history, 
culture, traditions, and values of Trinity College which he proudly shares 
with the youngsters with a touch of humour.

“The Trinitian” walked down the memory lane with Mr. Lionel Perera 
capturing some of his most exciting  childhood memories in the early 

My gosh! Trinity boys 
during my time were 
gentlemen!

“
”

stages of the 20th century.“You 
should never be a ‘soththa’ 
Trinitian like, me” he commenced 
the conversation surprising The 
Trinitian team, and continued 
sharing an interesting incident 
from his past. ”Shortly after I left 
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College, I met an old boy who 
inquired about my career at 
Trinity. He asked me which house 
I had been in. I said Garret. Then 
he asked me if I had played any 
cricket in college. I said the only 
cricket I had played was rubber 
ball cricket in the quadrangle. 
When he asked me if I had played 
any rugger, I said that I had not 
even handled a rugger ball. When 

A capture of Mr. J.L.P. Perera

Features Features

Being recognized for his 
Exceptional Loyalty to the College 
at the “Night of the Lions, 2008”, Mr. 
Perera joined Trinity on the 31st of 
May 1928 when Rev. John McLeod 
Campbell was the Principal and 
completed his schooling in August 
1943, under the guidance of the 
first local Principal of Trinity, Mr. 
C. E. Simithraaratchy. “As such, I 
knew no other school but Trinity. 
I was at Trinity right throughout,” 
quipped Perera proudly.

He fondly recalled the multi-racial background Trinity College had 
encouraged even during his day. “I think Trinity was a school that 
embraced globalization even in that era. We not only had students 
from all local ethnic communities, but from countries such as Burma, 
India, and Africa, and mingling with each other taught us the value 
of diversity,” said Perera who as a lawyer represented and defended 
people from many walks of life throughout his long legal career.

Talking about his educational experience at Trinity, Perera said that 
most of the tutorial staff consisted of British nationals and the medium 
of instruction was strictly English. Fondly remembering Rev. Pilcher,
Perera said,” He was a great man, for social service. He used to take 
the boys out from the Social Service Union to the Katukele slums and 
he used to get into the drain first with his broom, clean it, then give 
it to the boy behind him and tell him “Now, man, it’s your turn! “. 
A great gentleman to the Mahaiyawa community, and when he left 

it was they who missed him.” 
Reminiscing about the teachers of 
his time Perera added that, unlike 
today, teaching was more of a 
noble service those days than a 
mere job.

As missionary schools are famous 
for their meticulous disciplinary 
practices, Perera was quick to 
state that  both the teachers as 
well as the prefects and monitors 
were expected to maintain high 

My next most cherished 
memory is being able to 
send my son also to Trinity, 
as there were several loyal 
old boys of my time for 
different reasons have had 
to send their sons to other 
schools, but for me to have 
sent my son to any school 
but Trinity would have 
been a real heartbreak.

“

”

And I think the 
highest fee was 
in the London 
Matriculation which 
was 19 or 20 rupees 
and our pocket 
money for the week 
was 25 cents. Those 
were the days!

“

”

he asked me if I had taken part in 
athletics, I said no, not even in a 
house race. In our time, the house 
race was the race in which non-
athletes competed. Then he looked 
me up and down  and said, “I say, 
you must have been one of those 
‘soththa’ day boys who just came 
to school and went back  home!” 
said Perera laughing about his 
rather uneventful childhood.
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standards of discipline in the 
school and were allowed to carry a 
cane! “My gosh! Trinity boys during 
my time were gentlemen! I don’t 
know whether this is true, but one 
of my friends once told me that a 
British Governor had said ,“Men of 
Royal and men of S. Thomas’, but 
gentlemen of Trinity!” he added 
with a touch of pride.

Though he was labelled as a 
“soththa Trinitian” by one of his 
contemporaries, Perera was a 
fountain of information when one 
wanted to extract stories about 
sports, clubs and societies, and 
even college bursary activities of 
his era.

“The first time that we were beaten 
by a school at rugger was in 1932. 
I still remember the headlines in 
the ‘Sunday Times’; ‘Trinity College 
Beaten at Last: Splendid Victory 
for Zahira’. That was 86 years 
ago! The first time after I came 
to College  we had an unbeaten 
cricket team in 1937. Our captain 
was O. L. Izadeen. We beat Wesley 
by an innings and S. Thomas’ by 8 
wickets at Mt. Lavinia. That year 
we beat Royal and S. Thomas’. 
Josephian and Anthonian matches 
were interfered with the rain 
on both days and both matches 
were drawn. Then in 1939, our 
Anthonian match was won by an 
innings and was over by the lunch 
interval, and our star bowler got a 
hat-trick in both innings! The first 
Trinity-Anthonian match played 
at Katugastota was in 1938 and we 
won by six wickets,” Perera added 

with pride.

Comparing the cost of education 
in his era with today,  Perera said 
that when he joined the College in 
the Kindergarten, the school fee 
was 5 rupees and 50 cents. Then in 
upper Kindergarten it was Rs. 6.50, 
the second  standard Rs. 8.50, the  
third Rs. 9.50 and the fourth Rs. 
10.50. “And I think the highest fee 
was in the London Matriculation 
which was 19 or 20 rupees and our 
pocket money for the week was 
25 cents. Those were the days!” he 
reminisced.

One profound memory that’s 
carved in Perera’s mind was the 
Second World War. “I left the 
College in 1943     when the war 
was still in progress. It was a 
herculean task to manage the 
school as the whole of the Junior      
School was commandeered by the 
government. Mr. Simithraaratchi 
was the Principal then and it still 
amazes me how he managed to 
accommodate all the school staff 
and the boarders and run classes 
too when the Junior School was 
taken over!”

Discussing about his fondest 
memories of the College, Perera 
said attending the “best school” 
of all times was his most precious 
memory. “My next most cherished 
memory is being able to send my 
son also to Trinity, as there were 
several loyal old boys of my time 
for different reasons have had to 
send their sons to other schools, 
but for me to have sent my son to 

any school but Trinity would have been a real heartbreak,” the ever so 
loyal Perera said summing up the interview.

Many of our readers may not be aware that Mr. JLP Perera has been 
an ardent guest at College Prize Givings until 2019 [after which schools 
were closed due to the global pandemic] and most importantly has              
sponsored several scholarships for high performers of the College.

Editor’s Note:
A few weeks after speaking to The Trinitian, Mr. JLP Perera passed 
away solemnly after a cherished and fruitful life of 99 years serving 
humanity, as desired by the founding fathers of his alma mater. 
We wish Mr. Perera eternal reward.

A capture of Mr. J.L.P. Perera at the Pallekele Rugby Stadium attending a Rugby Match
Pic: Nesan George
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RESTORATION OF THE 
QUADRANGLE AND 
NAPIER HOUSE

Pictorial

From the T150 Infrastructure Initiative
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Click Here to
walkthrough 
the restored 
Quadrangle 
and Napier 
House
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Tyrell and his wife

People + Places 

M r. Jayantha Dhanapala 
was born and bred in 
the town of Matale. He 

was educated at Trinity College, 
Kandy and was able to gain a strong 
reputation as an all-rounder and a 
winner of the prestigious Ryde Gold 
Medal in 1956. During his period of 
schooling, Mr. Dhanapala won the 
essay competition with a piece titled 
“The World We Want” and went to the 
United States where he was able to 
meet then Senator John F. Kennedy 
and President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

He began his career in the Sri Lankan 
Diplomatic Services and served in the 
following countries: London, United 
Kingdom, Beijing, China, Washington 
D.C, United States, New Delhi, India, 
and Geneva, Switzerland.

He served as the Ambassador to 
Geneva, Switzerland during 1984 to 

THE HISTORY 
OF THE SCHOOL 
SPEAKS FOR
ITSELF: JAYANTHA
DHANAPALA

It is quite historic for a 
Sri Lankan school to have 
such a long history while 
maintaining the highest 
standards of education. We 
have achieved a prominent 
place in history and the 
celebrations this year is a 
significant milestone

“

”
It is important for us to 
remember that Trinity was 
founded as a Christian 
missionary school, but now 
it has grown to become 
a seat of education to all 
nationalities and ethnic 
groups and a pioneer in 
contributing to nation 
building.

“

”
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1987 and was accredited to the United 
Nations. Mr. Dhanapala was appointed 
the Ambassador to the United States 
from 1995 to 1997.

Mr. Jayantha Dhanapala was 
largely noticed by the international 
communities, for his Presidency of the 
1995 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Review and Extension Conference. This 

Click here to watch 
a message from
Mr Jayantha
Dhanapala

was a land-mark event in disarmament 
history. He was able to create a package 
of decisions balancing both objectives 
of nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear 
disarmament, with the concerns of the 
non-nuclear and nuclear states, without 
a vote. During this period, the New York 
Times stated that Jayantha Dhanapala 
‘was a diplomat mostly unknown 
outside the arms-control world, till he 
oversaw the conference.’

Under the UN Secretary General Kofi 
Anan, Mr. Dhanapala was chosen to fill 
the elite position of Under -Secretary 
General from 1998 to 2003. As point at 
the Department of Disarmament in the 
UN, he worked hard towards the Non-
Proliferation of all kinds of small arms 
and weapons of mass destructions, 
he also contributed greatly to solving 
work-life managerial issues and 
gender discrimination among other 
peace education and environmental 
programmes.

Watercolour Painting of the Gaster Block by Pulasthi Handunge

https://youtu.be/AYagas3XOuM
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REV. LEWIS JOHN GASTER

People ( Places

GASTER – THE
VISIONARY
EDUCATOR AND 
BUILDER

Rev. Lewis John Gaster (1879-1939) - the master draftsman designed a 
two-storied block of eight new classrooms with a temperature of cool 
cellar within despite the scorching tropical heat. Rev. Gaster’s close 
collaborator, Mohandiram D T Jasinghe is attributed with putting the 
plans into operation and the block was completed in 1919.

The  upstair verandah was outfitted with tables and benches and 
had served as an excellent reading room in the past. Its indigenous 
architecture has remained unchanged since its construction and 
continues to provide classroom facilities for the students.

For many Trinitians, it is the locus of their transition from ‘boys to men’, 
eliciting wonderful memories and boyhood dreams.

In 1939, Rev. A.G. Fraser of revered memory had this to say about his 
closest collaborator:

He flung himself into every interest in the college. 
He transformed the art of teaching. He raised 
the standard of work in all classes. He improved 
our buildings. Although no expert at games, he 
followed all our sports with enthusiasm, and was 
soon doing as much for them as anyone had ever 
done… Many of us possibly were slow at first to see 
how great he was

“

”
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Buildings at Trinity often 
tend to send out a simple 
message of culture in their 
architectural expressions - a 
blend of historic heritage and 
contemporaneity together 
with the noble core values 
that complement the all-
round education at Trinity.

Shown in this capture is such 
an expression of architecture 
vividly shown through light, 
shadows and colour. The 
Abeyratne - Jeyaraj block seen 
from far through the wooden 
columns of the Gaster Block.
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Gaster Block then and now
(1919 and 2022)

A capture of the middle staircase inside the Gaster block
Chapel of the

Light of the

World

OPINIONS

NEXT PAGE



6564
64 65

CHAPEL OF THE
LIGHT OF THE
WORLD

Opinions

Late Hilary Abeyratne of revered memory who authored the 
Centenary Number in 1972, titles the entry on the College Chapel 
as the “Building for Eternity”.  In this T150 Sesquicentennial Year 

of Trinity [1872] and the Centennial Anniversary of the laying of the 
foundation of the Chapel [1922], we revisit the protagonists, who 
conceived this impressive architectural masterpiece.

Undoubtedly, it was the pioneering visionary efforts of Fraser-
Campbell combination that supplanted the ‘infamous’ Holy Trinity 
Church [popularly known as Oakley’s Church at the Oakley’s School!] 
erected by Rev. Oakley in 1855. 

The construction of the new chapel ‘on the most commanding 
site on the compound’ and the choice of design were not without 

controversy and after a series 
of deliberations Rev. Gaster, 
‘an architect and draftsman 
with the technical skill and 
sympathetic intuition which 
enabled him to express in 
terms of stone the ideas and 
aspirations that were in the 
air … set out to build a thing of 
beauty, to build for posterity, 
and to build, so to speak, in the 
vernacular tongue …’.

The “Chapel of the Light of the 
World” dedicated in 1935, was 
an act of sheer faith. Across a 
fifty year period, many ardent 
sons of Trinity toiled to see the 

The Chapel under Construction
Source: Trinity College, Kandy Archives

light of day in the construction of this house of God.

Among such pioneering personalities, one least spoken is late Clement 
Leo Unambuwe (1901 - 1967) whom Rev. Gaster acknowledges as a 
close collaborator who assisted him in this grand design.

A granite Pillar of the Chapel - evening sunrays 
reflecting on the surface

Orginal Sketch of the Chapel - Note the Six murals
Source: Trinity College , Kandy Archives
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Today, the Trinity Chapel majestically stands as a living testimonial of 
faith and a symbol of our ‘gratitude to the men of vision and courage 
who made this dream come true’.

A capture of the Chapel from the highest viewpoint in College with the sunset in view
Pic: Nesan George

Sketches by Rev. L. J. Gaster

Blueprints of the The Chapel of Trinity College, Kandy

A sketch with a 
tall bell tower - 
The plan develops 
into general 
perspectives

The finished 
belfry,completed in 
the 1980s, is similar 
to the one in this 
rendering

Opinions
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The granite pillars of the Chapel overlooking the wooden ‘Pekadas’ and the Kandyan hipped roof
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“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 
made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he 
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow. The man who plants and the man 
who waters have one purpose, and each will be 
rewarded according to his own labor. “

1 Corinthians 3, 6-8

Stepping stones 

for the future 

Trinity profes-

sionals from the 

Class of ’99

OBA 
EVENTS

NEXT PAGE
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from Trinity College. In 2018 they designed and constructed a workspace 
on the first floor of the main hall and donated it to the College as the Career 
Development Unit and recently renovated, upgraded and re-launched 
the area under the T150 celebrations as the Center for Excellence.

Centre for Excellence as such is the newest addition to Trinity College’s 
academic and professional development portfolio of assets and was 
declared open on the 02nd of April 2022 under the patronage of the past 
pupils of the Class of ’99.

P ast pupils of the Class of ’99 have been closely associated with the 
College over the last 5 years in formulating a resource centre to 
groom the future professionals who join the nation’s workforce 

OBA Events

STEPPING STONES FOR 
THE FUTURE TRINITY 
PROFESSIONALS FROM 
THE CLASS OF ’99

New Trinity 

College Oriental 

Music

Arena - a gift par

excellence

OBA 
EVENTS
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Formally known as the Career 
Guidance Unit, the Centre 
for Excellence underwent 
considerable levels of change 
over the last few months under 
the T150 celebration mandate and 
now the unit is repositioned as a 
personal and professional skills 
development and career planning 
hub for students      commencing 
from grade 9 onwards.

The name change from Career 
Guidance Centre to Centre for 
Excellence was a much thought 
through decision, as this Centre 
has to function beyond advising 
on employment selection but 

operate as a catalyst for real change that develops authentic human 
beings who can transform and lead the requirements of the 21st century.

TCK Centre for Excellence [CFE] was fully conceptualized, developed, 
funded and renovated by the Class of ’99. CFE is a “work in progress” 
and many more infrastructural development and resource mobilization 
projects are planned under its Phase II and Phase III expansion agendas.
The members of the Class of ’99 are of the view that the best way to 
predict the future is to create it and the most appropriate point to start 

is by transforming the younger generation of Trinitians by helping them 
unleash their potential to the fullest in the journey of self-development 
and personal growth.

The CFE aspires to create an environment of sharing best practices and 
opportunities in the academic and corporate spheres and to build trust 
among students and parents to embrace the rapidly emerging new 
higher educational changes with agility. It seeks to provide guidance 
and direction in exploring individual potential, to inculcate the habit of 
lifelong learning driven by a thirst for self- development with the aid of 
customized personal development plans and to instill and drive values 
that  are expected from a socially responsible, empowered citizen of this 
century.

A Student representative cutting the ribbon Mr Sampath Tennekoon addressing the gathering
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OBA Events

the full ensemble of musical instruments for the College Orchestra.

The arena was gifted and commissioned on Friday, the 27th of May 2022 
at a simple ceremony followed by a very colourful and high quality 
performance by the members of the Music Society. 

P ast members of the Trinity College Oriental Music Society rallied 
together to donate one of the best Eastern Music Facilities in the 
country for our current batch of Trinitians. This facility includes 

NEW TRINITY COLLEGE 
ORIENTAL MUSIC
ARENA - A GIFT PAR
EXCELLENCE

Many old boys were present at this event. We extend our gratitude to the 
past members of the Oriental Music Society.
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The School 
We Knew

Students of the Oriental Music Society - during a practice session
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TRINITY’S OLDEST 
BUILDING: THE 
PERRY MEMORIAL 
HALL

Article

Those who are familiar with the Old Mission 
House will testify to the similarity of the style. 
We can therefore assume that this too would 
have been built around 1818 or so. 

The School We Knew

“
”

References: 
 100 years of Trinity, History of Trinity, College Magazine 1937

Browning in probably  1817 or  1818, and the school was started in 
1823. Unfortunately, this Mission House was demolished in 1978 to 
make way for a new building. The new building has been named the 
“Wickramasinghe Block”.

The Trinitian thus decided to identify our oldest building. 

T rinity has a rather rare distinction among the older schools 
in Sri Lanka for being at the same premises since inception. 
The original “Old” Mission House was built by Rev. Thomas 

The oldest dated building is a Hall 
that was built in 1890 by Principal 
Rev. H. P. Napier-Clavering in 
memory of Rev. E.J. Perry, Principal 
from 1889 to 1890. This building 
stands in a row of very old 
buildings near the Chapel. The first 

two (built in 1895) are used as Staff Quarters and the last building in that 
row, adjacent to Upper Ryde (now the Oriental Music Arena) stands as 
the “Perry Memorial Hall”.

There is another building which bears an architectural style very similar 
to the Old Mission House. This stands behind the Wickramasinghe Block 
abutting the embankment below the Perry Memorial Hall. Considering its 
style, it is believed to have been a companion building to the Old Mission 
House and could very well be our oldest building, but unfortunately it has 
not been dated. Those who are familiar with the Old Mission House will 
testify to the similarity of the style. We can therefore assume that this too 

would have been 
built around 1818 
or so. This building 
now carries the 
name “Rev. Thomas 
Browning Building”.
N o n e t h e l e s s , 
the oldest dated 
building is the Perry 
Memorial Hall.

During the 
Principalship of 
Rev. H. P. Napier-

Clavering (1890 – 1900), the whole school underwent a considerable 
change. He put the school on a sound financial footing, added to the 
available accommodation and constructed new buildings. The first to be 
opened was as afore-stated, the Perry Memorial Hall in 1890, in memory 
of Rev. Edward John Perry (Principal 1889 – 1890), who had died tragically 
a few months earlier.

In 1890 Rev. Perry together with a master and a pupil went on an 
expedition to the Bintenne district on their way to Aluthnuwara. 
The Principal was accidentally shot dead by his own pupil, who was 
following him and had mis-aimed at a buffalo that appeared suddenly. 
His remains were interred at Mahaiyawa. Rev. Perry was showing great 
promise as the new Principal and his death was indeed a great tragedy. 
Rev. Napier- Clavering came out to take his place.

The Perry Memorial Hall started as the Matron’s House and dormitory, 
to meet the need of a sleeping room and to provide a satisfactory 
sanatorium. This dormitory was with a small sickroom attached to it. 

A Capture of the Perry Hall from 1962
Source: Trinity College, Kandy Archives
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The School We Knew

This was the origin of the Perry Memorial Hall.

This building has been put to a variety of uses since opening: from 1910 
to 1922, it was used as the Upper Ryde and as the Sanatorium in 1922. 
It became the Matron’s Quarters in 1937, Squealery in 1940, a Wood 
Workshop in 1953 and the College Infirmary in 1962. It was used as the 
Infirmary or Sickroom as it was often called, till around 2005 when the 
Sickroom was moved to the building presented by Mr. and Mrs. T. B. 
Panabokke in 1937 in memory of their son Ashoka.  

The Perry Memorial Hall became a part of the Boarding House once again 
in 2006 when the “Ireland Jones House” came into occupation thereat 
after the amalgamation of the Senior Boarding Houses as “Combined 
Boarding House”(CBH). 

Presently the Perry Memorial Hall is being used as the College Main 
Store.

A Capture of the Perry Hall at present
Source: Trinity College , Kandy Archives

Veranda of the Perry Memorial Hall at present

NEXT PAGE

Trinity College 

International 

Advanced 

Levels growing 

fast and going 

strong

EMERGING 
TRINITY



8382
82 83

TRINITY COLLEGE 
INTERNATIONAL 
ADVANCED LEVELS 
GROWING FAST AND 
GOING STRONG 

Emerging Trinity

Levels allows students to achieve globally recognized qualifications 
aligned with the British educational system. Thus, the IAL acts as a 
pathway for students to gain admission into some of the world’s most 
prominent universities for their higher studies. 

E xpanding its vistas of secondary education, Trinity College 
Kandy introduced the International Advanced Levels (IAL) to its 
students in 2018. The introduction of the International Advanced 

Since its commencement four years ago, the programme has garnered 
exceptional results and grown tremendously, facilitating our students 
to reap its benefits. Owing to its dedication to the pursuit of excellence, 
Trinity has taken extensive measures to increase the number of subjects 
offered by the programme.

At its inception, the IAL offered a limited number of subjects with a 
focus on Science-led streams. The subjects included Chemistry, Physics, 
Biology, Economics, Accounting, Business, Pure Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics, Mathematics, Psychology, ICT and English Literature.

However, within a short period with the growing demand for 
other learning avenues, the College introduced new subjects to its 
internationally progressive curriculum.

Currently, the programme offers subjects such as French, Law, History 
and Geography in addition to the initially mentioned curriculum. 

Furthermore, Trinity has taken measures to enhance the College’s IAL 
staff with qualified teachers who guide the students through the carefully 
designed and structured curriculum. The students are steered to achieve 
all the learning goals required in their preparation for university. 

The exceptional performance of students at Trinity College exhibited 
in the IAL examinations held over the last few semesters is a testament 
to the comprehensive and cohesive education that is provided by the 
school. Moreover, it bears witness to the support the school renders to 
its students to strive to great heights in the field of education. 

Due to the speedy progression, the Trinity IAL programme has 
demonstrated, the school has taken an active interest in expanding the 
IAL unit and the facilities that are offered. Thus, together with the 150th 
Anniversary celebrations of the college, preparations are being made 
to further enhance the learning experience of the IAL students. These 
modifications will encompass introducing experiential learning, more 

Students at the IAL Chemistry Laboratory
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subjects, and new qualification schemes.

In addition to providing a thorough and holistic education, Trinity also 
offers its students a secure and supportive environment in which they 
can expand their horizons. Trinity is home to a multi-cultural community 
enlivened by its Christian origins. The school creates an atmosphere in 
which the time-tested core values of the College are inculcated in the 
students. Trinity constantly strives to instill valuable qualities which 
will improve the human, social, emotional, spiritual, and professional 
aspects and understanding of its students. These traits will enable our 
students to surpass mediocrity and flourish in all walks of life. We aim to 
cultivate the innovators and leaders of the future.

Emerging Trinity

Get to know more about
International Advanced Level
at Trinity

It has always been 
said that the real 
heart of Trinity is 
its hostel system, 
and the pace of 
the whole school 
depends to a 
large extent on 
the standards set 
there.

“

”

Staircase inside Alison House
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THE EVER SO 
EVOLVING TRINITY 
COLLEGE
BOARDING SYSTEM 

in 1910. This house was called Alison in honour of one of Trinity’s well-
known benefactors, Mr. Watson’s daughter.

However, the boarding concept at Trinity was the brainchild of Rev. 
Napier Clavering who completed the new dormitory which came in to 
be called after him as Napier House. The bottom floor of this building 
houses the Dining Hall even today. Ryde was the third house which 
came into existence in 1923.  

In 1922 Rev. AG Fraser acquired the Kandy Industrial School Building, 
which subsequently turned out to be the Junior Boarding House. The 
Junior School with its own separate location comprising of boarding 
house and class rooms began to grow their self-contained from 1922. 
Collins, Perry and Hodges were the three houses within the Junior 
Boarding House, with Carter being for the day scholars. Carter House 
subsequently was divided into Carter Red, Yellow and Blue with the 
expansion of student population. Campbell House was formed in 1981 
after a merger of the Junior and Senior Boarding Houses. The current 
International A/Ls section is housed at the former Squealery Boarding 
House which was introduced by McLeod Campbell. 

When the majority of the students were boarders, all the day scholars were 
allocated to one house called the Garrett House. Senior Lemuel House 

J ust like the College per se, the Trinity College hostel system has an 
illustrious and celebrated history. The boarding house system at 
Trinity began with the construction of Rev. AG Fraser’s new three-
story building, which was built where the fives court once stood, 

A sneak peek into the history:

Emerging Trinity

and Junior Pilcher House were 
formed from the merger of Garrett 
and Gibson Houses. Squealery 
was formed as the counterpart of 
a Boarding House in 1922. In 1942 
Garrett House split into two with 
its junior house being formed as 
Gibson. With the growing number 
of day scholars, Garret and Gibson 
were themselves divided into two 
and Senior Lemuel House and 
Junior Pilcher House came into 
existence.

The exciting life at the 
boarding: 

Competitions, contests and 
friendly rivalries made the day-to-
day life at the boarding exciting 
over the passage of time. 

Competitions in almost all sports 

built up that whole house spirit as 
well as the friendly rivalry. Inter-
house sports competitions which 
commenced in 1910 continue to-
date. The addition to the Trophy 
for Drama in 1957 and the Studies 
Shield in 1961 provided the 
studious students an opportunity 
to contribute to the boarding 
happenings. The All-Around 
House Trophy introduced in 1961 
further encouraged the students 
to become all-rounders in both 
studies and sports. 

Each boarding house had its 
own literary associations with 
officials elected by the members 
of the house. This provided an 
opportunity to show organizing 
skills and to take up leadership 
roles. The house associations of 
today were the original House 
Literary Associations which were 

Interior of the Boarding
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Emerging Trinity

pioneered by Ryde House in 1927.

Debates, speeches, quizzes, and discussions on current global affairs 
were a common feature. Today, debates are largely replaced by house 
activities such as inter-house sports tournaments and anniversary 
celebrations.

“Grooming” at the Boarding: 

Trinity administrators always believed that the boarding must be a 
“home away from home” for its occupants. The house masters, prefects, 
matrons, and staff who devoted much time to the students over the 
passage of time are to be remembered and commended. The secret of 
success for the thriving of boarding houses is undoubtedly due to the 
commitment of the staff to their students. They ensured the many who 

occupied the boarding dormitories reach great professional heights in 
their lives. The stairways of the boarding have helped these students to 
rise above the harsh racial, ethnic and religious divides in society. 

The good and the not so good times of the boarding:

The boarding structure remained unchanged till about 1980, as the 
student population remained somewhat stable. By the mid-80s, the 
school population had risen to over 3600 with a boarding head-count of 
about 400. To accommodate those, Simiththraratchy House was created 
in 1980 and the corresponding Junior House was named Saunders. A 
decade later, in 1990, the youngest senior house was formed as Oorloff 
House and its junior house was named Sahayam.

By the mid-1990s, the student numbers increased, the number of pupils 

The Junior Boarding House
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in the senior hostels had decreased making it very difficult to form house 
teams. Therefore, for inter-house competitions, they entered into the 
competition as Central Boarding House, making the old houses Alison, 
Napier and Ryde mere dormitories.

During the past two decades, the boarding has gone through a number 
of changes, many of them discouraging, but those who have attended 
and benefited from it will always defend its relevance and value system.

The turn of the new millennium showed signs of decline in boarding 
occupants as many students left the hostel in preference for outside 
accommodation. A notable step taken by Prof. W. R .Breckenridge was 
dismantling the vertical integration which existed in the senior boarding 
houses with the allocation of boarders into separate dormitories 
according to their Grades.   This change was intended to provide better 
care and supervision and to minimize bullying and other unscrupulous 
activities.

Revival of Trinity College Boarding facilities:

Introducing a boarding revival programme, Principal Rod Gilbert 
introduced the dorm parenting concept where the Housemaster 
and spouse both take an active role with the boys. Many activities 
and programmes were introduced to keep the students enticed and 

A dormitory inside the Junior Boarding

‘planters’ package’ was one such initiative. However, due to changing 
perceptions of especially mothers and other operational issues such as 
dorm parenting, some of these systems faded away.   

Trying to improve the boarding intake, Mr. A. Fowler-Watt in 2018 brought 
down the Grade 1 total intake to 125 students with the view of adding 
another 55 places in Grade 4 giving more opportunities to boarding 
applicants. This effort too was not fruitful as it failed to bring a desirable 
outcome as the number of applicants to the boarding was less. 

Currently, the Trinity Boarding has a nominal number of 65 occupants in 
both the senior and junior boardings. 

Under the Trinity 150 project, the restoration of Alison House was 
launched in 2018 in view of restoring its old glory and making it once 
again a state-of-the-art hostel catering to the needs of the modern-day 
boarder, with attractive upgraded facilities it is expected to attract more 
boarders. 

4 years down the line Alison House now stands as a monument of refined 
architecture and design expertise waiting to attract and house the next 
generation of Trinity boarders who will arrive to rise to great heights in 
life. 

Specious common areas in the Boarding

NEXT PAGE

William 

Sinnathamby 

Farm of Trinity 

College 

EMERGING 
TRINITY



9392
92 93
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WILLIAM
SINNATHAMBY 
FARM OF TRINITY 
COLLEGE 

to make it one of the most sophisticated and student-friendly farms 
belonging to a school in Sri Lanka. A result of the sensible efforts of the 
farsighted Trinitians of yesteryears, the Trinity College Farm today stands 
as a model farm reviving the agricultural sector of the country as well 
as a competitive producer of healthy animal products and agricultural 
crops made under stringent supervision and quality control aspects. 

The Farm currently follows an approach of integrated agriculture which 
includes animal and crop based agriculture. The animal husbandry 

L ocated along the picturesque banks of the Mahaweli River in 
Pallekele, the William Sinnathamby Farm is the culmination of 
a farmer’s dream with all the essential and modern facilities 

Cultivation of the Farm

consists of cattle, swine, goats, rabbits and poultry, out of which the 
cows, pigs, rabbits, broilers, turkey, ducks and selected breeds of 
chicken layers are managed intensively. 

Country fowls are managed in free-ranging systems. Therefore, eggs and 
meat are available as free-ranging eggs, meat and broiler. It is a notable 
feature that as a result of the research carried out by the members of the 
Young Farmers Club of Trinity College, the animals on the Trinity Farm 
were found to have low-stress levels which is a positive factor when it 
comes to the production and reproduction.

Goats are managed on a semi-intensive basis and Trinity was the pioneer 
in the region, in introducing artificial insemination for producing 
offspring in goats. The semen of the Jamunapari and Saanan goat 
breeds is imported from Pakistan. Even in cattle, artificial insemination 
is practiced to upgrade the traits of milk-producing cattle. 

Trinity Farm currently cares for cows using portable milking techniques 
to extract milk and dairy products such as pasteurized milk, yogurt, 
and curd are being produced for commercial sales. The farm engages 
in sustainable practices and cow dung and waste from the piggery are 
used to produce Biogas. The Biogas thus produced is utilized to process 
milk and to produce dairy products. 

Animal Husbandry in the Farm
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Luscious  Harvest of the Farm
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Eggs from the FarmA capture of the Fruit Harvest
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The piggery is another important 
feature of the farm with currently 
around 400 pigs consisting of 
Land Race, Large White and Duroc 
breeds. Pork chops and curry pork 
are sold including live piglets for 
those who wish to purchase them. 
In addition to animal husbandry, 
the farm manages 80 acres of 
coconut, which is a perennial 
plantation crop in Sri Lanka. The 
farm also cultivates vegetables 
such as tomatoes, chilies, cabbage, 
beetroot, radish, and beans. 
Turmeric and ginger are also 
produced as subsidiary crops. 
Banana and Papaya are the main 
fruits cultivated on the farm. 
Another notable feature of the farm 
is that the principle of Integrated 
Fertilizer Application which 

minimizes the use of chemical 
fertilizers, thereby making the 
crop production, more organic.

Most of the farm products that are 
for sale are available at the outlet 
on the farm itself and at another 
shop at the Trinity College Junior 
School grounds. 

In the wake of all that the pioneers 
and those who followed after have 
achieved in making the Trinity 
Farm what it is today, we invite 
past pupils, parents, well-wishers 
and others to patronize, encourage 
and support the farm to reach 
its full potential, beginning this 
sesquicentennial year of Trinity 
and in the years to come.

Egges from the Farm

Emerging Trinity
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Animal Husbandry - dairy of the FarmPoultry Section of the Farm
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  HIGHLIGHTS
  FROM THE T150 
  CALENDER

19th
CENTENARY 

CELEBRATION OF 
THE LAYING OF 

THE FOUNDATION 
STONE OF THE HOLY 

TRINITY CHAPEL

Access the full 
calendar at 
https://trinitycollege.lk/
events

TRINITY
COLLEGE

August to December 2022

BIANNUAL CALENDER                                                                                                                August              September                           October                          November                               December

13th
MIND YOUR MUSIC – 
PRESENTED BY THE 
TRINITY COLLEGE, 

KANDY CHOIR

20th
BRADBY SHIELD

(FIRST LEG – 
COLOMBO)

03rd
BRADBY SHIELD 
(SECOND LEG – 

KANDY)

30th
MR. TRINITY

(BODYUILDING 
CONTEST)

08th
WAAG PRATHIBA - 

ORGANISED BY THE 
SINHALA LITERARY 

UNION

18th 
& 
19th 

MUSICAL

10th
A FESTIVAL OF 

NINE LESSONS AND 
CAROLS

http://trinitycollege.lk/event-directory
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