
Notes
Ravensburgh Castle observations on its construction

The bivallatc hill-fort known as Ravensburgh Castle is situated in the central Chilterns, one
mile south of Hexton. Enclosing an area of almost seventeen acres, it spans the higher, western
side of a plateau which is surrounded by deep, steep-sided dry valleys, one of which contains a
spring. At its north-western corner the plateau is joined to the main hill-ridgc by a narrow neck
of land, some 200 feet wide. The interior of the camp slopes downwards to the cast, where a line of
rampart separates it from the remainder of the plateau. This eastern rampart is excellently sited
along the crest of a natural drop in the land.
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Fig i. Ravensburgh Castle: The method of Rampart Construction.

The fort provides a fine example of Rivet's 'downward' method of rampart construction' ; the
builders' intention being to provide bivallation with the least effort. All round the inner edge
of the ramparts, small irregular quarry-ditches were dug and the material from them dumped
outwards to make a rampart crest. Some 30 feet lower down the outer hill-slope a small ditch
was dug and the material was again thrown outwards to provide a counterscarp bank. The irregular
quarry ditches have been largely destroyed by forestry, but were partially recorded in the R.C.H.M.
survey made in 19092, and can sometimes be sccn on aerial photographs.

Ravensburgh has two entrances; one in the south-eastern corner is of a simple butt-type
(Hawkcs' later 'A') 3. At this point the ramparts are more nussive and the ditch deeper, apparently
to give added strength at a point of natural weakness. Outside, and cutting across the entrance, is a
modern afforestation bank. The main entrance is in the north-western angle. Here the entrance
passage is oblique, the line of thc rampart on the north turning inwards, and that on the south
curving outwards. Adjoining the gateway in the north-western angle is a massive rampart maund
Jo feet high. This may well have been built as an observation platform, since without it, it is
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impossible to get a clear view of the southern entrance from the north-western one, duc to its being
hidden below a ridge in the centre of tbe camp. From the same platform excellent views arc
obtainable of the Icknield belt, as far cast as Wilbury hill-fort.

Just outside the northern entrance is a bank of earth, blocking the head of a coombe from the
south, and originally giving added protection to the entrance, and perhaps forming part of a nqkv-
destroyed hornwork.

The centre of the camp has been entirely disturbed by afforestation removMg any signs of
occupation which may have been visible on thc surface. From time to time sherds of Southern
Second A pottery have been found, to give a clue to its cultural affinities.

JAMES F. DYER
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RAVENSBURGH CASTLE from the air
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