
Pupil premium strategy statement                         

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 2021 to 2022 
academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and 
the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our school.  

School overview 

Funding overview 

Detail Data

School name East London Science School

Number of pupils in school 653

Propor;on (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 39

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan 
covers

2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24

Date this statement was published 31-12-21

Date on which it will be reviewed 6 monthly

Statement authorised by Mark Taylor

Pupil premium lead Richard Woolfenden

Governor / Trustee lead Kevin Hinde

Detail Amount

Pupil premium funding alloca;on this academic year £198,140

Recovery premium funding alloca;on this academic year £30,305

Total budget for this academic year £228,445
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged 
pupils. 

Our inten;on is that all pupils, irrespec;ve of their background or the challenges they face, make good 
progress and achieve high aXainment across the curriculum, par;cularly in EBacc subjects.   

The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve that goal, 
including progress for those who are already high aXainers. We will consider the challenges faced by 
vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a social worker and young carers. The ac;vity we have 
outlined in this statement is also intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are 
disadvantaged or not. 

High-quality teaching is at the heart of our approach, with a focus on areas in which disadvantaged 
pupils require the most support. This is proven to have the greatest impact on closing the disadvantage 
aXainment gap and at the same ;me will benefit the non-disadvantaged pupils in our school. Implicit in 
the intended outcomes detailed below, is the inten;on that non-disadvantaged pupils’ aXainment will 
be sustained and improved alongside progress for their disadvantaged peers. 

Our strategy is also integral to wider school plans for educa;on recovery, notably in its targeted support 
through the Na;onal Tutoring Programme for pupils whose educa;on has been worst affected, 
including non-disadvantaged pupils.     

To ensure are measures are effec;ve we will: 

• ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they’re set 

• act early to intervene at the point need is iden;fied 

• adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for disadvantaged pupils’ 
outcomes and raise expecta;ons of what they can achieve

Challenge 
number

Detail of challenge 

1 Core subject development of disadvantaged pupils is generally lower than that of their 
peers and teacher diagnos;c assessments suggest that many pupils par;cularly 
struggle with problem solving tasks.  

Assessments on entry to year 7 in the last 2 years indicate that around 10% of our 
disadvantaged pupils arrive below age-related expecta;ons compared to their peers.  
This could indicate that some students have regressed over the summer break aeer 
taking na;onal tests. Subsequent internal and external assessments show that this gap 
widens during pupils’ ;me at our school.
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will 
measure whether they have been achieved. 

2 Assessments, observa;ons and discussion with KS3 pupils indicate that disadvantaged 
pupils generally have lower levels of reading comprehension and gramma;cal under-
standing than peers. This impacts their progress in all subjects. 

This gap remains steady during pupils’ ;me at our school.

3 Our assessments, observa;ons and discussions with pupils and families suggest that 
the educa;on and wellbeing of many of our disadvantaged pupils have been impacted 
by par;al school closures to a greater extent than for other pupils. These findings are 
backed up by several na;onal studies. 

This has resulted in significant knowledge gaps resul;ng in pupils falling further 
behind age-related expecta;ons, especially in maths.

4 Our assessments, observa;ons and discussions with pupils and families suggest that 
the educa;on and wellbeing of many of our disadvantaged pupils have been impacted 
by par;al school closures to a greater extent than for other pupils. 

This has resulted in significant aXendance gaps resul;ng in pupils falling further 
behind age-related expecta;ons, especially in core subjects.

5 Our assessments (including wellbeing survey), observa;ons and discussions with pu-
pils and families have iden;fied some mental health issues such as low self-esteem. 
This is partly driven by concern about catching up lost learning and exams/future pro-
spects, and the lack of enrichment opportuni;es due to the pandemic. These chal-
lenges par;cularly affect disadvantaged pupils, including their aXainment.

6 Our aXendance data over the last 2 years indicates that aXendance among disadvant-
aged pupils has been significantly lower than for non-disadvantaged pupils. 

21% of disadvantaged pupils have been ‘persistently absent’ during that period. Our 
assessments and observa;ons indicate that absenteeism is nega;vely impac;ng dis-
advantaged pupils’ progress.

7 University applica;ons quality is lower for disadvantaged pupils across the school – 
there is a cultural capital deficit

8 Some disadvantaged students do not have the equipment needed to succeed as well 
as others.  Some cannot afford the school uniform, which impacts on self-esteem and 
the ability to feel part of the school.

Intended outcome Success criteria

Improved aXainment among disadvantaged pupils 
across the curriculum at the end of KS4, with a 
focus on EBacc subjects. 

By the end of our current plan in 2024/25, 85% 
or more of disadvantaged pupils con;nue to 
enter the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) and over 
50% aXain it.  
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Improved reading comprehension and 
gramma;cal understanding among disadvantaged 
pupils across KS3. 

Reading comprehension tests demonstrate 
improved comprehension skills among 
disadvantaged pupils and a smaller disparity 
between the scores of disadvantaged pupils and 
their non-disadvantaged peers. Teachers should 
also have recognised this improvement through 
engagement in lessons and book scru;ny. 

Language exper;se and tutoring to address quality 
of learning and prac;sing in MFL

Pupils can confidently model and exemplify 
foreign languages and drive up personal 
confidence as well as EBacc success.

Improved wri;ng and speech and language skills 
among disadvantaged pupils across all subjects.

Teacher reports and class observa;ons suggest 
disadvantaged pupils are more able to monitor 
and regulate their own learning. This finding it 
supported by homework comple;on rates across 
all classes and subjects.

To achieve and sustain improved wellbeing for all 
pupils, including those who are disadvantaged.

Sustained high levels of wellbeing from 2024/25 
demonstrated by: 
• qualita;ve data from student voice, student 

and parent surveys and teacher observa-
;ons. 

a significant increase in par;cipa;on in 
enrichment ac;vi;es, par;cularly among 
disadvantaged pupils.    

To achieve and sustain improved aXendance for all 
pupils, par;cularly our disadvantaged pupils.

Sustained high aXendance from 2024/25 demon-
strated by: 
• the overall absence rate for all pupils being 

no more than 5%, and the aXendance gap 
between disadvantaged pupils and their 
non-disadvantaged peers is significantly re-
duced and in line with the local popula;on. 

the percentage of all pupils who are persistently 
absent being below 5% and the figure among 
disadvantaged pupils being no more than the 
local popula;on.

To achieve a well-rounded pupil knowledge base 
that grounds their subject knowledge in excellent 
contextual cultural knowledge 

Improved success rates at university interviews, 
work experience placements and speaking ac;v-
i;es
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) this academic 
year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £27,850 including on costs 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support structured interventions)  

Ac:vity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed

Enhanced CPD programmed focussing 
on the outcomes and knowledge 
reten;on groups of learners

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

1,2,3,4

Reading programme rolled out across 
the school 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf  

Reading comprehension strategies | 
EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.
uk)

1,2,3,4

Time table (and numeracy) champion 
programme for Maths rolled out 
across the school 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

1,2,3,4

Feedback and teacher interven;on 
programme to ensure pupils know 
how to improve through quality first 
teaching 

Teacher Feedback to Improve Pupil 
Learning | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.
uk)

1, 2, 3, 4

Training on interpre;ng data, 
par;cularly regarding the different 
categories of disadvantaged students 
– especially on prior aXainment

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

all

Lead teacher assigned in all 
departments to support pupil 
premium students

hXps://d2;c4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/EEF-
Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

1,2,3,4
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Budgeted cost: £131,595 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £69,000 including oncosts 

Ac:vity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed

Inclusion Unit carrying out targeted 
interven;ons across the core subjects 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

1,2,3,4

Science technicians running 
addi;onal experiments for 
disadvantaged students 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

all

Sports coaching specialised to enable 
wider pupil performance in leading 
sports such as rowing and 
mo;va;on / self esteem

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

5,6,8

Designated TA one to one support in 
classes for key students who are at 
risk of underachievement

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

1,2,3,4

Designated university applica;ons 
support

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

5,7,8

Addi;onal teachers assigned to carry 
out one to ones, small group 
interven;ons and whole class team 
taught lessons in order to improve 
aXainment, progress, mo;va;on and 
the aspira;ons of disadvantaged 
students 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

1,2,3,4,5

Ac:vity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed
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Specialist teacher training for Duke of 
Edinburgh expedi;ons.

https://
d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

Music tui;on for key pupils and 
funding of new instruments 

https://
d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

8,6,5,4

Unblocking Mindsets Staff Training 
session (s) – working with best 
prac;ce examples from educa;on on 
the power of social mobility to 
address disadvantage and how 
teacher confidence can lead this 
process. 
Crea;on of lead staff members on PP 
and assessment of where pupils 
progress and aXainment gaps are 
most likely to appear – plus whole 
school sessions and workshops on 
how to deal with them.

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

Social and emotional learning | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.
uk) 

All

Enrichment Fortnight – this has been 
reduced since Covid began but can be 
scaled up again offering a rich 
fortnight (or week if circumstances 
are not ideal) to of cultural capital, 
trips, subject specialist lectures and 
inclusive events in line with the 
designated ethos of the school 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

7 and all 
points

Whole School Subject Knowledge 
Lectures ;cke;ng concept to bridge 
the gap between underachievement 
and ‘the best that has been thought 
and said’ 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

7, 1, 2, 3

In-school rebranding of cultural icons 
and posters to celebrate diversity, 
human achievement and culture 
throughout the school

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

7, 2
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Total budgeted cost: £ 230,455 

AXendance Officer appointed to 
address the aXendance of 
disadvantaged students 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

Attendance interventions rapid 
evidence assessment | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.
uk) 

5,6

Mental Health Lead training https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

5

Uniform and sports equipment 
funding for disadvantaged pupils

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

2

Parent support group for 
disadvantaged pupils 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

5, 6

Library resources to add reading 
mentors to exis;ng library staff 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

2

Breakfast Club https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

5, 6

Careers Conference for univerisi;es 
and high level employers 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf 

7

6th Form bursary awards https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/
documents/guidanceForTeachers/
EEF-Guide-to-the-Pupil-Premium-
Autumn-2021.pdf

7
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 academic 
year.  

The previous plan’s objec;ves were met through the improved results shown by the school and the 
maintenance of the offer of many of the pupil premium programme and interven;ons to disadvantaged 
pupils. We also made successful efforts to use online learning to improve the accessibility of learning for 
pupils affected by Covid and offered a wide range of high quality interven;ons such as Enrichment Week 
and Careers Conference. We are happy with the improved rigour and results of our internal assessments 
and how they have remodelled the academic offer of the school for all our pupils. There was also an 
outstanding effort to build cultural capital and the joy of learning in our Enrichment Week offer in July 
2021 which had a huge moral building impact on  all pupils including disadvantaged ones.  

Our current data on disadvantaged pupils from FFT shows that FSM pupils underachieve compared to 
other pupils (and compared to Ever 6) and that there is significant groups that underachieve such as 
white boys.  The current strategy includes plans to address these points. There are also weaknesses in 
key subjects such as Sciences and Languages which this strategy aims to address.  

A significant weakness is our whole staff understanding of pupil premium approaches and groups that 
require interven;on. This strategy addresses this holis;cally and individually. 
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