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15th November 2021 
 

Summer 2022 Exams: A summary of changes 
 

Dear parents/guardians  
 
As you are aware COVID-19 has had a significant impact on all our lives including most 
pupils sitting external examinations. We have now received confirmation from the 
Department of Education outlining a summary of changes to the examinations in 
summer 2022. We have also now had confirmation from Ofqual regarding a ‘plan B’, in 
the rare event that the summer exams do not go ahead. I have outlined both solutions 
in this letter.  
 
A summary of changes:  
The changes listed below have been released from the Department for Education and 
are changes to the summer 2022 exams, if they are formal external examinations.  
 

1. There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history, 
ancient history and geography. Ofqual will require exam boards to change how 
they assess these subjects to reflect the expected changes to the way the subject 
content is assessed, as proposed in the consultation. 

2. Centres will be allowed to deliver practical work in GCSE biology, chemistry, 
physics, combined science, geology and astronomy, AS level biology, chemistry, 
physics and geology, and AS and A level environmental science by 
demonstration. We would encourage centres to continue to make available 
hands-on practical activities for their students wherever possible. This does not 
require changes to the assessment arrangements that the exam boards have in 
place for each of these specifications. 

3. Centres will be allowed to assess the Common Practical Assessment Criteria 
(CPAC) across the minimum number of practical activities required to enable 
students to demonstrate their competence in A level biology, chemistry, physics 
and geology. 

4. Exam boards can carry out remote monitoring of centres’ application of the 
CPAC. 

5. Students taking GCSE, AS and A level art and design will be assessed on their 
portfolio only. 

6. Exam boards will provide advance information about the focus of the content of 
the exams for all GCSE, AS and A level subjects (except GCSE English literature, 
history, ancient history and geography) for the summer 2022 exams. The 
advance information will meet the principles set out in the consultation 



 
 
  
  

 

 

document. 
7. The policy intention of providing advance information is that it will support 

students’ revision. Therefore, the DfE has confirmed that advance information 
will be provided by 7 February 2022 at the latest. This will enable teachers to 
plan to adapt their teaching in the second half of the spring term if necessary. 
DfE has also decided to retain the flexibility for advance information to be 
deployed at other points ahead of 7 February 2022 if circumstances require. At 
least a week’s notice will be given if it is decided that advance information will be 
released earlier than 7 February 2022. 

8. Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics in summer 2022. 
Exam boards will provide copies of the formulae sheet for use in teaching and to 
ensure that students are familiar with it prior to the exams. Clean copies of the 
formulae sheet will be provided in the exams. 

9. Students will be given a revised equation sheet for GCSE physics and combined 
science in summer 2022, covering all the equations required in the subject 
content. Exam boards will provide copies of the equation sheet for use in 
teaching and to ensure that students are familiar with it prior to the exams. 
Clean copies of the equation sheet will be provided in the exams. 

 
‘Plan B’ 
In the unlikely event that these summer 2022 exams do not go ahead, due to another 
COVID-19, Ofqual have now provided schools with guidance on creating TAGs (Teacher 
Assessed Grades) as mentioned below. If we are required to use this route of 
assessment rather than formal external examinations, I will be in touch to inform you.  
 

1. Schools must not over-asses: The total assessment time should not normally 
exceed the total time pupils would spend taking exams for a relevant 
qualification, plus any time spent on non-exam assessments.  

2. Pupils will be tested with mock examinations once per term: Pupils will sit mocks 
in November, February and the first half of the summer term.  

3. Pupils will be assessed on a wide range of content: this would be what would be 
expected in the summer exams.  

4. Tests should be similar to past paper: all mock exams will be similar to the format 
of past papers to make them as useful and credible as possible.  

5. Schools must inform pupils of TAG tests: pupils must be told sufficiently far in 
advance before each assessment whether the result will be used as part of TAGs.  

6. Pupils should not re-sit assessments: pupils will only sit each exam once and not 
re-sit an exam to improve their mark in response to feedback.  

7. Disrupted schools should still collect evidence: where significant disruption to 
education means tests cannot be completed for all or some pupils, schools 



 
 
  
  

 

 

should take reasonable steps to collect evidence of each pupil’s knowledge and 
understand in ways that align as far as possible with this guidance.  

8. No decision on appeals or quality assurance: Ofqual is not making any decisions 
on the appeals process at this time.  

 
I appreciate that this is a potentially stressful time for many of our families and pupils 
and we will do everything we can to reassure you, provide the best possible education in 
the coming months and update you when any further changes are announced.  
 
 
Sincerely  
 

 
 
Matthew Martin 
Director of Teaching and Learning.  


