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What is LGBT history month? 
 LGBT history month was founded in 1994 by Missouri high-school
history teacher Rodney Wilson who was the first openly gay Teacher
is Missouri.

In the UK we have held the month long event since 2005 and every
February celebrate the lives and achievements of the LGBT+
community. 
It’s important to learn about the past and celebrate its present and
future. 
It’s also important to understand and remember the struggles that so
many people are still facing across the world. 

It’s important for LGBT+ students to learn more about there history,
and for others to get more knowledge of the struggles the LGBT
community have gone through. Stonewall‘s research shows that two
out of five LGBT+ children don’t learn anything about LGBT+ issues at
school. 
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What can you do to support
LGBT History month?

Make announcements in daily briefings, assembly's,
form sessions, on social media or do your own

research.
Make a presentation to show in schools or work 

 about LGBT icons and accomplishments. 
Display posters. 

Talk and research LGBT+ pioneers. 
Start conversations about  the importance of equality

and diversity 
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Alan Turing 1912-1954
 

LGBT+ Pioneers

He is often referred to as the father of the modern day
computer and is credited with breaking the Nazi Enigma

Code. Soon after the end of the war, the British
government awarded Turing with the Order of the British

Empire for his contributions. 
 In 1952, Turing was arrested after reporting a burglary in

his home. Whilst Turing was investigated, the police
discovered Turing was in a relationship with a 19-year-old

man named Arnold Murray. Instead of dealing with the
burglary, Turing was instead arrested himself. He never

denied the allegations that led to his arrest and asserted
there was nothing wrong with what he did. However, the

courts disagreed, and Turing was convicted of gross
indecency, a crime punishable by life imprisonment at the
time. A few years after the end of the war in 1954, Turing

took his own life at the young age of 41
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Frida Kahlo 1907-1954
 

 Frida Kahlo was born in
Mexico in 1907. When Frida
was 6, she caught Polio,
This illness affected one of
Frida’s legs and meant that
she walked with a limp.
Frida was bullied because
of her limp.
There was a bus accident
in 1925 and Frida was
badly hurt. 

 In 1939, Frida and Diego got divorced but they still
stayed friends. Frida Kahlo was bi, which means that
she had girlfriends and boyfriends.Frida Kahlo’s art is
very popular because it gives people
hope. Even though Frida had to struggle a lot, she
succeeded

When she was recovering from her injuries Frida spent
her time painting. She painted self portraits and
paintings of her friends and family. 
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Marsha P. Johnson 1945-1992
 

Marsha P. Johnson was an African-American gay man and
drag artist - someone who dressed extravagantly and
performed as a woman. 
n June 1969, when Marsha was 23 years old, police raided
a gay bar in New York called The Stonewall Inn.
The police forced over 200 people out of the bar and onto
the streets, and then used excessive violence against
them.Marsha, who was living and working in New York at
the time, was one of the key figures who stood up to the
police during the raids.Marsha resisted arrest, but in the
following days, led a series of protests and riots
demanding rights for gay people.Much like the recent
Black Lives Matter marches in the United States, news of
these protests spread around the world, inspiring others
to join protests and rights groups to fight for equality.
Marsha went missing in 1992 and six days later police
found Marsha's body. They said nobody else had been
responsible for the death. But many friends argued this
ruling at the time, saying attacks on gay and trans people
were common.



The life and legacy of legendary
Queen frontman Freddie Mercury
continues to inspire countless
communities many years after his
death. Mercury’s unstoppable
creativity captured the
imagination of generations both
past, present, and well into the
future. His style and dazzling
presence saw him rise to become
one of the most influential
figures. 
Before his death on November 24
1991, Mercury shocked the world
once more by revealing he was
dying due to AIDS-related
complications. 
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Freddie Mercury (1946-1991)
 

Though the iconic Queen frontman never put a label on
his sexuality, neither did he hide the fact that he enjoyed
romantic relationships with both women and men.  
When Mercury died in 1991 due to complications arising
from AIDS, it marked an important milestone in the fight
against the disease. He was the first major rock star to
succumb to the so-called "gay plague" and a tribute
concert organized by his bandmates was watched by a
billion people worldwide. Widely acknowledged as one of
the greatest live performers ever,
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April Ashley 1935-2021
 

The Liverpool native first began her impactful journey as
a model, actress and activist in the mid-1950s.In 1960,
April became one of the first trans individuals to undergo
gender reassignment surgery. She was the ninth patient
of Dr Georges Burou to receive the groundbreaking
procedure at the time.
Unfortunately, her career suffered a massive blow when
the Sunday People publication outed her as a transgender
woman.
“My career was destroyed, and apart from jobs where you
were paid under the table, I never worked again,”
April brushed off the negative press and soon found
herself travelling across the UK, France and the US.
She later returned to England and in 2005 was finally
issued a new birth certificate that aligned with her
gender identity under the Gender Recognition Act.
In 2012 she was awarded an MBE for her activism for the
transgender community. Two years later she was gifted
the Lifetime Achievement Award at the European
Diversity Awards.



Laverne
Cox
Considered a trailblazer in the transgender
community, Laverne's prominence in the media
has helped the visibility of transgender and
transgender culture. Among her roles in TV and
film, she was also the executive producer of
Disclosure, a documentary that takes a look at
Hollywood's depiction of transpeople on
screen.
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Oscar Wilde 
Allan Horsfall
Gilbert Baker

Justin Fashanu
RuPaul Charles
Sir Ian McKellen

Elliot Page
Olly Alexander

George Michael
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC)

Andy Warhol (1928-1987)

Other LGBT Pioneers include;  
 


