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The impact of seeing an LGBT flag in a neighbour’s window, in
a workplace or school can provide support, and acceptance to a
young LGBT+ person who is questioning who they are or
preparing to come out to friends and family. It is also
important for other people within the LGBT community who
are Isolated, and/ or don't feel comfortable in the community. 

The rainbow flag, when used to celebrate Pride events and
pride month is important, however the flags are not just a
celebration of identity, it is also an indication of allyship, of safe
spaces, community and togetherness. Showing solidarity to the
LGBT community during events is important however LGBT
positivity and solidarity should not just be during Pride months
it should be all year round.. 

Why are LGBT flags 
 Important?
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Why don’t Straight
people have a flag?

What people don’t understand about Pride, and the
LGBT community, is the amount of discrimination that 
 we have faced and are still facing. The flag represents
how far the community have come as well as a reminder
of the past. 
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 PRIDE
(RAINBOW)

FLAG
The Rainbow flag was designed by Gilbert Baker in 1978,
It was initially used as a symbol of the gay community in
San Francisco, The flag was later Introduced to the UK
and worldwide in 1979.  
The different colours represent diversity each colour was  
designed to have a different meaning (as you can see
below) 
The flag is still used to represent Pride events and still
iappear in gay villages worldwide.
 Since the early 1990s, the flags meaning has been
adapted to include the LGBT community.  

life (red)

healing (orange)

sunlight (yellow)

nature (green)

harmony/peace (blue)

spirit (purple/violet)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_pride
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_village
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 PROGRESS 
 PRIDE
FLAG

In 2017, Black and Brown stripes were added to recognise
people of colour. 
In 2018 an American artist named Daniel Quasar put a
redesigned version of the Pride flag on social media, which
was called the Progress Pride flag. 
This flag includes black, brown, pink, pale blue and white
stripes, to represent marginalised people of colour in the
LGBTQ+ community, as well as the trans community, and
those living with HIV/AIDS.
The arrow points to the right to show forward movement,
while being along the left edge shows that progress still
needs to be made." explained Daniel Quasar.
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 TRANSGENDER  
PRIDE
FLAG

In 2000 The Transgender Pride Flag was introduced. The
designer by Monica Helms who is an ex Navy officer, after
Transitioning herself she fought for the rights of
Transgender people.
The Transgender Pride flag is a symbol of the pride and
diversity of the trans community and the fight for
transgender rights. The stripes at the top and bottom are
light blue, the traditional colour for baby boys. The stripes
next to them are pink, the traditional colour for baby girls.
The stripe in the middle is white, for those who are
transitioning or consider themselves having a neutral or
undefined gender.
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 BISEXUAL 
 PRIDE
FLAG

In 1998 Michael Page designed the Bisexual Pride Flag, It 
 was designed to give further recognition to the Bisexual
community, both amongst society s well as within the
LGBT+ Community. 
The pink represents sexual attraction to the same sex, the
blue represents sexual attraction to the opposite sex, and
the resultant overlap creating the purple represents
sexual attraction to 2 or more genders.
 



Red - Transgressive womanhood
Orange - Community
White - Gender Nonconformity
Pink - Freedom
Purple - Love

There have been a lot of flags used for the Lesbian
community including the Gilbert Baker design and Lipstick
Lesbian Flag, due to a demand for an alternative and more
inclusive flag this revised version of the lesbian flag has
been gaining popularity, after winning an online vote in
2019.
The colours stand for:
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 LESBIAN  PRIDE
FLAG



The Non-Binary flag was Introduced in 2014. 
The non-Binary flag was designed as a symbol of pride
and recognition for those whose gender identity does
not fit within the traditional male/female binary. The
yellow stripe stands for those who fall outside of and
without reference to the binary. White is for those with
many or all genders and black for those who feel they
are without a gender. The purple stripe represents those
who identify as a mix of or somewhere between the male
and female spectrum.
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 NON-BINARY 
 PRIDE
FLAG



The Pansexual Pride flag was designed by Gilbert Baker in
2010, Gilbert was the designer of the original pride flag. 
The Pansexual flag was designed to increase the
recognition and visibility of the pansexual community and
to distinguish from Bisexuality. Indicating that
pansexuality is the attraction to and having relationships
with people regardless of gender or sexuality, the
pansexual community aims to challenge existing
prejudices even from withing the LGBT community. 
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 PANSEXUAL 
 PRIDE
FLAG



In 2013, Morgan Carpenter chose the colours yellow and
purple for the intersex flag. Morgan moved away from the
rainbow symbolism and selected these colours because
neither is associated with the social constructs of the
gender binary.
The circle, perfect and unbroken, represents the
wholeness of intersex people. It is a reminder that
intersex people are perfect the way they are or choose to
be.
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 INTERSEX 
 PRIDE
FLAG



The straight ally pride flag was designed in the late 2000s,
although the origin is unknown. Meaning behind the flag:
The “A” shape represents allyship. The rainbow colours in
the “A” shape represents solidarity with the LGTB+
community.
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 STRAIGHT
ALLY  PRIDE

FLAG


