
 

  ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour la défense des droits et des libertés  
  9, Place de l'Esplanade, 67000 Strasbourg, FRANCE 
 

 

Excellency, 

 

We are contacting you from ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour la défense des droits et 

des libertés, a Strasbourg-based human rights advocacy association. We are committed to 

disseminating, promoting, and defending human rights and fundamental freedoms in the spirit of 

the European Convention on Human Rights, both within the Council of Europe system and at the 

local, national, and international levels.  

 

The year 2022 has arrived with alarming news from Turkish prisoners that the regime continues 

to hold in severe conditions. Finally, two senior prisoners, an 82-year-old patient, Mr. Yusuf 

Bekmezci, and 84-year-old Mr. Nusret Mugla were not released despite their progressive 

deteriorations in their health. Bekmezci’s family, human rights activists, and opposition politicians 

repeatedly called on authorities to postpone his sentence, who would otherwise have been sent 

back to prison if he had woken up from the coma1. He has passed away after 47 days of coma 

condition. Mr. Mugla was incarcerated in prison despite suffering from multiple health problems 

including heart and kidney disease and prostate cancer. Mugla needed frequent medical attention 

and was kept in a quarantine cell for long periods of time. He was serving a sentence on conviction 

of links to the Gülen movement and passed away after contracting COVID-19 in prison.2 3  

The treatment that Mr. Bekmezci and Mr. Mugla were subjected to also revealed the current 

situation of many patients in similar conditions. According to the current data of the IHD (Human 

Rights Association, ihd.org.tr), there are currently 1,605 sick prisoners, 604 of whom are seriously 

ill. In 2020, 50, and 2021, 14 sick convicts have died in Turkish prisons. In the last 2.5 months, 10 

people died for the aforementioned reasons. Relevant reports indicate that crowded wards, single-

cell transport vehicles, pressure to strip-search in referrals, long waiting lines for infirmaries and 

health institutions, problems in accessing hot water and hygiene materials, doctors' imposition of 

handcuffed examinations, inadequate warden temperatures, and lack of healthy diet stand out as 

the conditions that trigger the disease and worsen the conditions of existing patients.  

We deeply regret for the alarming conditions and kindly request your public statement 

regarding the Turkish prisons. We urge you to contact the Turkish authorities and take the 

necessary steps to improve the general conditions of these prisoners and to release those who are 

seriously ill. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour la défense des droits et des libertés, Strasbourg 

                                                             
1 https://stockholmcf.org/ailing-philanthropist-dies-amid-calls-for-his-immediate-release-from-prison/ 
2 https://medyanews.net/turkey-severely-ill-octogenarian-prisoner-dies 
3 https://stockholmcf.org/84-year-old-nusret-mugla-dies-after-contracting-covid-19-in-prison/ 


