
Covid-19 Policy 1.3

Covid-19 Policy

In light of Covid-19 some practices at Venture Outdoor Kindergarten have been reviewed or
newly put into place. We will ensure that all staff are aware of and follow government guidance.
Please see the current government guidance for Early Years settings here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-clo
sures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic

At Venture Outdoor Kindergarten the children’s needs and most importantly their mental health
will always come first. If we feel that the pressure for us to follow certain guidelines breaches
this we will consider whether or not to continue providing a service at this time. Safety measures
will always take into account the ages, stages and understanding of individual children as well
as the group as a whole.

For the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. Some
categories of children with specific serious health conditions should not attend their early years
setting. If you are unsure whether your child should attend the setting due to a health condition
that they or someone they live with has, please contact us so we can discuss the details with
you.

As an outdoor setting we are already at a distinct advantage, enabling us to comply more
effectively with government guidelines.

In all education, childcare and social care settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus
involves dealing with direct transmission (for instance, when in close contact with those
sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces). A
range of approaches and actions should be employed to do this. These can be seen as a
hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, creates an inherently safer system, where the risk
of transmission of infection is substantially reduced.

A Child or adult with Covid 19 symptoms as with any other illness should not attend the
setting.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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If a member of staff or a child in our setting develops symptoms

If anyone in the setting becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or
has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent
home and advised to follow COVID-19 guidance for households with possible or confirmed
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 10 days
and should arrange to have a PCR test to see if they have coronavirus.

If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to an outside space away
from others with appropriate adult supervision. Ideally, a window should be opened for
ventilation. If it is not possible to isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 metres
away from other people. If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they
should be taken to a separate bathroom if possible with enhanced cleaning in place.

PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2
metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs).

As is usual practice, in an emergency, call 999 if someone is seriously ill or injured or their life is
at risk. Anyone with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy,
urgent care centre or a hospital.

Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any children who have
been in close contact with them do not need to go home to self-isolate. However, they must
self-isolate and arrange for a test if they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they
should arrange a test), or they have been advised to do so by NHS Test and Trace. If their test
is then positive, they must self-isolate

In the vast majority of cases, settings and parents and carers will be in agreement that a child
with coronavirus symptoms should not attend the setting, given the potential risk to others. In
the event that a parent or carer insists on a child attending the setting, the setting can take the
decision to refuse the child if in their reasonable judgement it is necessary to protect the other
children and staff from possible infection). Any such decision would need to be carefully
considered in light of all the circumstances and the current public health advice.

We will continue to
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as

detergents.
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed

cases of COVID-19.
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Communication with parents

Parents will be kept updated about government guidance including the circumstances under
which children and families should not attend the kindergarten:

Government advice is currently that “As COVID-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with,
there is now an imperative to reduce the disruption to children’s education - particularly given
that the direct clinical risks to children are extremely low, and every adult has been offered a first
vaccine and the opportunity for two doses by mid-September.”

“Our priority is for you to deliver face-to-face, high quality education and childcare to all children.
The evidence is clear that being out of education and childcare causes significant harm to
educational attainment, life chances, mental and physical health.”

Our responsibility as an Early Years Setting:

Safeguarding - local agencies, services and settings should work together to actively look for
signs of harm given the greater risk of harm that some children may have been exposed to
through COVID-19

Supporting children’s learning, development and wellbeing - continue to follow the early years
foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework

Supporting vulnerable children

Where you are also caring for children over the age of 5, you should also follow guidance on
protective measures for holiday or after-school clubs and other out-of-school settings for
children during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak

Contingency Plan

We will follow our contingency plan in circumstances such as;

● 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test
positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or

● 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test
positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with
COVID-19, or are a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case and any of the following apply:
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● they are fully vaccinated.
● they are below the age of 18 years 6 months
● they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
● they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Instead they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact
with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take
a PCR test if advised to do so.

Children who are aged under 5 years old who are identified as close contacts will only be
advised to take a PCR test if the positive case is in their own household.

Staff who do not need to self-isolate, and children who usually attend the setting, and have been
identified as a close contact, should continue to attend the setting as normal.

Contingency plan - Social distancing

As an outdoor setting we are fortunate to have plenty of space. Resources and activities will be
provided that encourage children to work and play within a larger area. Resources which
encourage children to be static or to accumulate in a small area will be minimised for the
time-being.

Our indoor spaces will only be used when absolutely necessary.

Only one adult per family will be permitted at the beginning and end of each session.

The routines for drop off and pick up each day will be organised to minimise adult to adult
contact.

Contingency plan - Visitors to the setting

We will be keeping visits to an absolute minimum, however as we are an outdoor setting we feel
that we can safely allow visits from other professionals who may be required to observe
children. We will ask that they wash their hands upon arrival and they will not be permitted into
the indoor spaces.

Contingency plan - Reducing indirect transmission

Handwashing
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The kindergarten already employs several engaging and fun ways of enabling and teaching
children about personal hygiene. Our usual handwashing procedures will be followed but in
addition:

Children will be encouraged to wash their hands on arrival at the kindergarten
Children will be encouraged to wash their hands after eating as well as before
Children will be encouraged to wash their hands after sneezing or coughing
Children will be encouraged to use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins
for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’)

Sunscreen

During this time we will be unable to reapply sunscreen to the children. We ask that
children arrive at Venture with a high factor sunscreen applied and wearing suitable
clothing and sunhats. We will seek shade for parts of the day and will always eat lunch in
the shade on hot days.

Resources

Venture Outdoor kindergarten employs an approach which involves fewer resources than most
early years settings. However for the time being the following alterations will be in place:

All shared resources will be minimised.
Resources will be cleaned more regularly.

We ask that you do not allow your child to bring in toys from home. However, comforters can be
brought if necessary.

Contingency plan - Drop off/pick up

Only one adult per family should be present at drop off and pick up times.

Please be aware of social distancing when interacting with other parents and whilst waiting to
pick up/drop off. This may mean standing back whilst you wait for your child. Staff will call
parents forward individually. When dropping off please enter one at a time and where possible
do a swift drop off.

We ask that if you need to have a conversation with a member of staff, unless urgent at the
time, you do this via phone call.

In the event that there is a case of Covid-19 in one of our settings we will notify OFSTED
and call the DfE advice helpline on 0800 046 8687 and select option 1 for advice on
actions to take in response to a positive case. They will escalate the issue to a local
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health protection team who will inform us of the measures in our outbreak management
plan which should be taken.

For further information on any of the above actions, please see the current government
guidance for Early Years settings here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-clo
sures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures

Monitoring and review

This policy is monitored by the staff and management of Venture Outdoor Kindergarten and will be reviewed
annually or before if necessary.

This policy was written by Venture Outdoor Kindergarten June 2020.
Reviewed September 2020.
Reviewed January 2021.
Reviewed September 2021.
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