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We can’t believe that we are 

nearing the end of the first half 

of the Autumn term at Venture 

Kitley Farm.  It is at this time of 

year that we usually like to 

invite parents into our settings 

to gain an insight into the 

unique model of learning we 

use at Venture, but as current 

guidelines don’t allow for this, 

we would like to take a little 

time here to explain why this is 

so effective.  

Autumn has always been our 

favourite time of year at 

Venture. As the weather 

becomes more wet and wild, 

we can really begin to see the 

benefits of an outdoor setting. 

The adults enjoy the challenge 

and the reward that it brings. 

 

 



 
 

Every day feels like an adventure and we go home feeling like we have achieved so much. 

We know that the children also share this experience, although most of the time they 

(unless they are reminded by a parent) don’t seem to notice the sideways rain and gale 

force winds!  

We mustn’t forget that this challenge is one of the most important parts of what we provide 

and indeed why Venture was created. An indoor setting is an easier journey for children. 

They can sit in warm shelter on the carpet comforted by playing with toys that are familiar 

to them (maybe a train set) without having to make an effort to engage and use their 

imaginations.  

We are very aware that some people 

may wonder about whether their child 

should be in a more conventional 

preschool and that this would be 

better for their ‘learning’. At Venture 

we place a high emphasis on pure, 

child-led play as it is through play that 

children learn most effectively and our 

approach perfectly covers and exceeds 

the expectations of the EYFS (Early 

Years Foundation Stage) curriculum. 

Our approach to learning and the 

impact it has on the children is why at 

our Hope Cove setting we achieved an 

emphatic “Outstanding” rating from 

Ofsted.  

‘Child-led’ is a term often used but not 

fully implemented in most early years 

settings. Other professionals who have visited us, and indeed many of our new members of 

staff, have commented on the fact that at Venture we truly do take everything at the child’s 

pace and the children truly are in control of their own play and learning.  
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We have watched this term 

as the children settle into 

their play, as they decide 

what to do next, without 

obvious predictable activities 

set up for them. Instead they 

have to think, wonder, 

dream and create things to 

do on their own. This has led 

to some fantastic ideas such 

as creating the ‘mud patch’. 

Some of them have spent a 

long time working together, 

planning, designing and 

building, clearing a path, 

digging an area, using 

guttering and joining pipes 

together.  All of this was 

done as a team, welcoming 

new people each day, 

negotiating, problem solving, 

sharing, making decisions 

and taking risks and changing strategies. Add to that the incredibly rich language used in 

order to complete these tasks together and we have something really very special! The 

resources we provide for the children to play with allow them to try their own ideas, ask 

their own questions, discover their own answers and create new possibilities.  

‘Childhood is not a race to see how quickly a child can read, write and count. It is a small window of time 

to learn and develop at the pace that is right for each individual child. Earlier is not better’ Magda Gerber. 

We make the most of the  three natural opportunities to sit together everyday, as the 

children eat. This is a time for discussion, learning to speak to the whole group, learning the 

art of conversation, feeling valued for what they have to say and how to listen to and take 
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account of what others 

say. During this time the 

children are listening 

because they are 

interested. We don’t 

need to tell them to sit 

still and listen because it 

is led by them, they are 

taking the reins.  We talk 

about books we have 

read, we tell stories, they 

talk about their homes, 

places they have been 

and what they have been 

doing with their families. We discuss other traditions and cultures and the children learn 

that they don’t all enjoy the same things. We count, sing and make shapes with our hand 

wipes. We learn about phonics and recognising letters, words and numbers.  

The children cover all aspects of physical development within the natural and real 

environment: climbing, balancing, jumping and handling equipment and tools. Their fine 

motor skills are developed for school in all of the many tasks we undertake such as zips, 

ropes, vegetable peelers, pegs. We mark make wherever we go, with paint, charcoal, chalk 

and mud or using clipboards and pens. 

The children naturally learn the importance of a healthy lifestyle. We talk about fresh air 

and exercise and instil in them a healthy approach by spending time outdoors playing 

rather than the focus being on indoor play and technology. Healthy eating is promoted and 

modelled by staff and we place emphasis on the children becoming independent in 

self-care. 

We count steps, sort and categorise objects we find, talk about weight, position, distance, 

shapes, time, quantity and we problem solve using these skills. We are surrounded by 

nature and all the natural interest that this brings. We investigate nature and talk about 

changes in seasons and the children learn to make observations of animals and plants and 
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learn why things occur whilst experiencing first hand changes in the environment. The 

children use cameras, a stopwatch, walkie talkies and an ipad as they play, or learn to use 

kitchen equipment during afternoon snack, and  their use of technology is always for a 

particular purpose. 

The adults stand back and allow the children to play and their ideas to flow. We do not stop 

them when they are engaged in important role play with friends, through which they are 

able to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings.  

Our focus is always the children’s emotional well-being. We know that with confidence and 

good self-esteem everything else will naturally follow. We focus on independence and a 

positive mental attitude, encouraging the children to do things for themselves and offering 

just the right level of support so that the children really benefit from that sense of 

achievement. At first it might be the smallest of tasks such as unzipping their own coat, 

getting themselves organised at lunchtime, learning how to open their tupperware, or 

peeling an orange, but the confidence this gained carries forward, so that the children will 

feel they are ready to tackle anything.  

As adults, we get on with real jobs 

around the children, involving them in 

real life situations. We allow them to 

watch us and question, we discuss what 

we are doing as we work.  Every day we 

feel excited to be able to share with you 

the incredible experience of Venture 

Outdoor Kindergarten. It is undeniably, 

as we have witnessed, a brilliant way to 

deliver Early Years education and it is 

giving your children an opportunity to 

become engrossed with all of their 

senses in the natural world, to make 

their own decisions, to use their 

imagination and be allowed to think 

independently rather than be spoon fed 
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knowledge. The children gain so much from this and we are overjoyed to see it on their 

faces as they make such quick progress in all areas of life! 

 

Staff 

Tim is no longer with us. If Tim was your child’s key person, Jenny and Zoe will now 

undertake this role.  

We have an inspiring lady called Natalie 

joining us for the rest of term on a 

placement as she completes her Early 

Years Initial Teacher Training at Marjons 

University. Natialie has some very 

exciting life experiences which link 

perfectly with Venture, such as a recent 

three month road trip with her own 

children around Scandinavia. She is 

passionate about children learning in a 

creative and outdoor environment and 

learning from other communities and 

cultures in order to enrich our lives. We 

very much look forward to working with 

her. 

Clothing 

Thank you for making sure that the 

children are all well equipped for their time with us. It is extremely important that you 

carefully read our recommendations for kit and clothing as the children need to wear 100% 

waterproof clothing in order to stay comfortable during the day. Could we please ask that, 

over the autumn and winter, the children always arrive ready for the day in their 

waterproofs as they do like to get stuck in straightaway which often involves having ‘cups of 

tea’ thrown over them! Unfortunately, when it comes to this time of year, if your child 

is not dressed appropriately , there may be times when we cannot accept them at 
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the kindergarten for health and safety reasons. Please do get in touch with us if you 

are at all unsure about what your child requires. 

Could you please ensure that your child’s coat is underneath the straps of their waterproof 

trousers. This makes going to the loo much easier and quicker for them. 

If you are looking for new wellington boots for your child, we can recommend Warm 

Wellies: www.warmwellies.co.uk. We have arranged a 10% discount for Venture parents. 

Quote discount code ‘VOK10’ when you order. 

If you need waterproofs, the Didricksons are the best we have found, although Lidl sells 

some very good waterproofs too which seem to keep the children dry all day. 

Food 

Please ensure that your child has enough 

food for the day as they will often eat a lot 

more during the winter! Please could you 

also make sure that their snack is in the 

front or side pocket of their bag. This is 

very important and enables the children to 

follow our snack routines which are 

designed to promote independence and 

confidence. 

We would like to remind you that we 

have a no nut policy at Venture and do 

have a child who is extremely sensitive 

to nuts and sesame. Please remember 

that hummus contains sesame and 

should not be included in lunch boxes. 

Drop off 

Could we please ask that if your child is now settled you do a swift drop off and don’t hang 

around in the garden. This first part of the day is crucial for laying down the most 
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auspicious energy for individual and group activity and it is important for us to be able to 

start our work with the children as quickly as possible. 

Next Steps 

You will notice your child’s ‘Next Steps’ appearing 
on Tapestry soon. Please do talk to us about 
these if you have any questions or concerns. We 
would like it if you could also comment on the 
Next Steps observation so that we can keep one 
another informed of progress.  At Venture we 
focus on ensuring Next Steps are useful and 
manageable for staff and parents so that they 
have the best chance of making a positive 
difference to the children. Most children will 
have only one or two Next Steps which link with 
the EYFS and / or support your child to access 
opportunities at Venture more effectively.  

Christmas celebration 

Please could you save the date for a Christmas celebration at Venture during the afternoon 

of Friday 18th December. If your child does not usually attend on a Friday, they are of 

course still welcome to join us. We do not know what government guidelines will allow by 

December, but we do hope that we will be able to involve parents in some way and will 

keep you informed of our plans.  

 

Term dates: September 2020 - July 2021 

Autumn term (14 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 7th September 
Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020 
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020  
 
Christmas holiday 
Monday 21 December to Friday 1 January 2021 
 
Spring term (13 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 4 January 2021 
Half term: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February 2021 
Ends: Thursday 1 April 2021 
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Easter holiday 
Friday 2 April to Friday 16 April 2021 
 
Summer term (14 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 19 April 2021 
Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May 
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
Ends: Friday 23rd July 2021 
 

Thank you for reading everyone. Please do speak to us at the end of the day if you 

have questions, concerns or things to share about your children. Alternatively, you 

can email us at ventureoutdoorkindergarten@outlook.com, or call us on 07500 

927722. 

Jenny, Zoe, Charlotte, Chris and Natalie. 
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