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One moment of many incredible moments  
 
These past few weeks at Venture have been rather 

extraordinary and we feel very fortunate that we were 

able to spend this time with these inspiring children. 

There have been many memorable moments, but this 

particular moment reminds us why Venture is so 

special. It was a sunny, yet windy day and we headed 

off to Mouthwell beach. Our ever-changing 

environment is often the topic of many conversations 

and as we arrived the children commented on how the 

stream running down the beach looked different. They 

thought that there wasn’t as much water and 

wondered if this was because the sun had dried it up at the top of the waterfall or whether 

people in Hope Cove were drinking more 

because we had quite a few days of warm 

weather. As we sat together to talk about how to 

keep safe whilst playing at the beach I could 

hear little whispers of ideas being shared and 

plans being devised. These children then 

wandered off towards the waterfall discussing 

how the streams of water flowed in different 

directions and why the directions were different 

to yesterday. With time to let their minds wander they shared different concepts but 

 

 



 

 

decided that the sea must have been particularly wild overnight which had pulled the sand 

higher up the beach towards the wall. They noticed how the sand had made a barrier and 

the water from the waterfall was creating a pool. 

They began gathering rocks and seaweed on a piece 

of wood they spotted under the concrete and 

started laying them continuing along the sand 

barrier using the seaweed to block the holes 

between the rocks. Creatively and effectively using 

the resources around them. As more children 

gathered around to look, a small dam that just two 

children were working on soon emerged into all ten 

children working together problem solving, 

negotiating, making decisions, asking questions and 

advising each other. As the children were following 

their own choices, without adult interference their 

thoughts and ideas were their own, they felt 

empowered and became deeply involved in 

their own play. The children communicated with 

each other throughout the process. sharing 

ideas and discussing theories. Explaining what 

would be the best resource to use, why it would 

work and how to use it effectively. They listened 

intently to each other and asked questions for 

clarification. The children’s vocabulary was 

incredible as they used complex words to 

explain concepts such as “The water is most 

powerful here, where it’s close to the waterfall” 

and “the wood is big enough but not heavy the 

water force will push it over”. It was evident that 

these children have built strong relationships 

and have a real understanding of one another. 

Continuously offering guidance and encouragement they advised each other on what they 

could do and rushed to help when friends were struggling. Throughout the whole process 
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the children were independently assessing risks and managing their own safety as they 

worked together to move heavy rocks into place. They occasionally stood back to look, 

observe and reflect on the decisions they had 

made and create a plan to solve the next 

problem. Although it took time for a solution 

to be reached, with space and time for 

children to think critically and problem solve 

independently, they are learning a powerful 

lesson in trusting themselves to work things 

out. From their persistence it was evident the 

satisfaction they experienced as they stood 

back to look at their dam. The intentions and 

goals they achieved were their own. Although it wasn’t long until the dam collapsed, yet 

with a different perspective and new approach they began to build it again… 

 

Home Ed days 

Every Friday starting on 11th September from 9 am - 

3 pm we have a new session at Venture Outdoor 

Kindergarten. For anyone planning to home educate 

or flexi-educate next year. A whole day of outdoor 

exploration and learning in Hope Cove for children 

aged 4 (at the start of September) to 8 years, lead by 

experienced Primary School Teacher and home 

educator, Cathryn Burner.  

We would like to invite anyone interested to 

come along and meet Cathryn Burner who will 

be running these sessions. At 10 am on 

Thursday 23rd July in the square Inner Hope 

Cove. 

Email if would like to attend - ventureoutdoorkindergarten@outlook.com 
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Tapestry  

For the children moving on to new ventures their tapestry learning journal will soon be 

ready to download. Please look out for an email with information on how to access it.  

 

September places 

For children who will be staying with us in September, places will be confirmed and 

information will be sent out next week.   

 

Goodbye  

We were very sad to say goodbye to 

our wonderful children moving onto 

school this week. We feel very lucky 

that we were able to spend time with 

these very inspiring children and wish 

them every happiness as they take 

their next steps. We look forward to 

hearing about the adventures they 

embark on next. We will miss them 

very much. Please keep in touch. 

Thank you for all your thoughtful 

cards and gifts, we feel very blessed.   

 

Term dates: September 2020 - July 2021 

Autumn term (14 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 7th September 
Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020 
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020  
 
Christmas holiday 
Monday 21 December to Friday 1 January 2021 
 
Spring term (13 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 4 January 2021 
Half term: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February 2021 
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Ends: Thursday 1 April 2021 
 
Easter holiday 
Friday 2 April to Friday 16 April 2021 
 
Summer term (14 weeks) 
Starts: Monday 19 April 2021 
Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May 
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
Ends: Friday 23rd July 2021 
 

We would like to remind you of the following methods of contact for kindergarten 

staff: 

For everyday contact with a member of staff to ask a question, to discuss your child or 

report an absence: 

email: venturehopecove@gmail.com 

call / What's App: 07745 108750 

It is important that you contact this number for these purposes as this is the contact 

that will always be in Hope Cove during Venture days. 

To speak to a manager (Zoe or Jenny): 

email: ventureoutdoorkindergarten@outlook.com 

call: 07500 927722 

 

Megan, Jenny, Zoe and Sarah  
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