
 

 
Venture Outdoor Kindergarten 

Newsletter Autumn term 1 
 

“Don’t you know that everything at venture is just magic!” 

 

What a truly wonderful first half term at venture for lots of new children and myself too. It 

is quite incredible to see how quickly both old and new venturers have settled and 

wonderful to observe more experienced children holding a hand and showing new children 

the ropes, myself included. Our days at 

venture are slow paced and children are 

given the freedom and time to explore, 

spending a whole day leading their own 

learning in natural surroundings that feed 

their curiosity is something that is quite 

unique. Children are eager to learn as their 

experiences are real life and relevant. They 

aren’t playing with plastic bugs in an already 

made bug hotel, they are finding slow worms 

in the mud and finding out what they need to 

create a suitable home for them. They aren’t tapping a letter on an Ipad screen, they are 

pointing at a sound on a sign on a wall and questioning what does that say? why is it there? 

They aren’t moving a small world digger across some brown material pretending to be 

mud, they are watching from less than a metre away how the controls of the digger move 

to adjust the bucket as it scoops tarmac from the road. 

 

‘The best learning happens in real life with real problems and real people and  
not in classrooms’  

Charles Handy 

 

 



 

 

Each child’s thoughts and who they are as individuals is valued and their well-being and 

happiness is integral. We spend long periods of time observing and listening to children, 

learning about their character and understanding them as individuals to support them 

along their learning journeys. Children at venture are learning to be aware of others, to be 

kind considerate and polite to each other. It is heartwarming to see children helping each 

other, offering a hand when their friend is sliding down a muddy hill, zipping up each 

other’s coats as the rain starts to fall and emptying one another’s boots when they have 

filled with water. The surroundings of Hope Cove are 

just breathtaking and not a day goes by that we don’t 

see something different. Yet there’s no denying that it 

can be a challenge in this ever-changing environment 

but the confidence and perseverance that children 

show is something I have never seen before. There was 

one moment in particular that has stuck with me for the 

last few weeks. It was at the end of a day in the woods, 

the wind had started to blow and the rain had started 

to come down,  and the children were strolling along up 

the hill. As we reached the top and looked down across 

the hills, I heard a little voice say, “that view is magic!” I 

replied with “it certainly is” the little voice continued 

“Don’t you know that everything at venture is just 

magic”.  

Clothing 

Thank you for making sure that the children are all well equipped for their time with us. 

Could we please ask that, over the autumn and winter, they always arrive ready for the day 

in their waterproofs as they do like to get stuck in straightaway. Could you please ensure 

that their coats are underneath the straps for their waterproof trousers, this makes going 

to the toilet much easier and quicker for them. We also ask that you bring an extra set of 

spare clothes to be left in the crates or plastic box by the church on a Monday, we may 

need a couple of changes throughout the day. 
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Food 

We like to do our bit for the environment as much 

as possible so just a little reminder to keep plastic 

waste to a minimum. The best lunches are in 

reusable or paper wraps/bags, this also reduces 

the weight of their bags. 

  

Our snack and lunch times are a wonderful time 

to foster children’s independence. Therefore 

please try to provide them with the recommended 

bag and pack it as we recommend in parents 

information and on the website. It is really helpful 

to the children that they know to find their snack 

in the front or side of their bag and have their 

drink accessible to them throughout the day.  

 

Allergies 

Please remember that we have children with allergies and therefore it is very important 

that we keep Venture a nut and sesame free zone. Thank you. 

 

Tapestry 

It is lovely to read the children’s ‘all about me’ information 

on tapestry and has helped with settling children and 

knowing their interests. Just a little reminder to fill in this 

section if you have not done so already. 

In order to share your child's 'next steps' with you, we will 

be adding them to Tapestry in the same format as our 

observations. Over the next few weeks, look out for the 

Next Steps logo on your Tapestry account to see what we 

are currently focusing on with your child. Please feel free 

to make comments on this to let us know your thoughts, 

to tell us anything that you are working towards or for 
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advice in how to help your child at home. 

If you would like to discuss your child's next steps 

please do not hesitate to catch us at drop off/pick 

up or arrange a meeting or telephone call. 

 

Photos and celebrations 

We have a photo album which we put out each day 

of the children’s families or recent events. The 

children love to share these with us so it would be 

wonderful to add more photos of our new children. 

It is a great conversation starter and also helps if a 

child is struggling to settle or is feeling sad. 

We also have a world map with photos of places the 

children have lived or been on holiday, this is a 

wonderful way for children to share their experiences of other cultures and to learn about 

the world. 

Thank you to Anna and Stanley for coming in to talk to us about Jewish New Year and 

bringing along apples and honey, the children very much enjoyed it! We would love to 

welcome you or any other family members to share special times or celebrations with the 

children. It is a lovely way to teach children about diversity and to respect and celebrate the 

differences in all people. 

 

Christmas celebration 
 
We plan to have a Christmas celebration on Monday 16th 

December from 4-5pm. We will be meeting at the beach 

nearest to the reading rooms and having a Christmas rope 

bus procession to the Church. The children will sing you 

some Christmas songs and we will all enjoy a warm drink 

and a Christmas treat! We would love for you all to come 

and bring along anyone else who fancies joining in with our 

celebration! 
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Pick up routine 

After half term we are making a few changes to our end of day routine to ensure the safety 

of children when leaving the reading rooms. We have noticed that it can be tricky for 

parents juggling carrying items and holding children’s hands when leaving the gate onto 

the road. We will now be putting 

the children’s crates with their 

belongings along the outside of the 

fence. An adult will be at the fence 

to chat and relay messages whilst 

the children are reading stories 

and singing songs. We ask that you 

stay outside of the fence and we 

will then bring the children to the 

gate and handover to 

parents/carers there. 

 

Please note that from the beginning of the summer term we will be increasing our 
Daily Outdoor Resource Fund Payment to £7.68. 

We would like to remind you of the following methods of contact for kindergarten 
staff: 
For everyday contact with a member of staff to ask a question, to discuss your child or 
report an absence: 
email: venturehopecove@gmail.com 
call / What's App: 07745 108750  
 
To speak to a manager (Zoe or Jenny): 
email: ventureoutdoorkindergarten@outlook.com 
call: 07500 927722 
 
Have a wonderful half term! We will see you back at Venture from Monday 28th 
October.  
 
Megan, Jenny, Zoe, Sarah and Jasmine.  
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Term dates: 

Autumn Term 

  
● Half Term: 21st Oct 2019 - 25th Oct 2019 
● Last day of term: 20th Dec 2019 
● Winter holidays: 23rd Dec 2019 - 3rd Jan 2020 

Spring Term 
● First day of term Tuesday 7th January 
● 6th Jan 2020 is an inset (staff training day) 
● Half Term: 17th Feb 2020 - 21st Feb 2020 
● Last day of term: 27th Mar 2020 
● Easter/Spring holidays: 30th Mar 2020 - 13th Apr 2020 
● Further Information: Mon 13/04/2020: Bank Holiday 
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