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Here we are at the end of our 

first year in Hope Cove. We 

are feeling really happy with 

what we have created and 

extremely excited about the 

future. To be honest we 

entered this term with a little 

trepidation, wondering how 

everyone would cope with 

the weather. How wrong we 

were though, as we have 

seen such determination and 

resilience from all of the 

children and as always they have relished the new opportunities winter brings. The above 

photograph was taken last week and I think was one of my favourite moments at Venture. 

It was a day of roaming and the children wandered along until they found a grassy hill. They 

threw off their backpacks and began to climb up and roll or run back down again. The air 

was filled with laughter and they played all morning until they were exhausted and 

collapsed in a heap, using their backpacks to lie on for a rest. As they lay here they talked 

about “Bear Island” and whether it was called this because it was shaped like a bear or had 

bears living on it! There also pondered questions such as “How big is the sea?” and “What 

happens when you just keep going?”. This led on to them talking about space and planets 

and then asteroids and dinosaurs. How many children have the opportunity to gaze at a 

view as spectacular as this and ponder and question these things? One of the most magical 

aspects in the last few weeks has been watching the group come together to work and play 

 

 



 
 

as a team. They have space and time to talk and listen to one another and without constant 

directions, opinion and coercing from an adult.  

 

The results of this are that 

relationships are developing 

for the sake of each other 

rather than for our benefit. 

They no longer always look to 

us for reassurance or to settle 

a dispute but they work it out 

themselves and together. We 

have seen an incredible 

amount of kindness among 

the children. They really care 

for one another, they will 

stop and find out what is 

wrong if someone is upset. They help each other up the slope or to cross a stream. They 

point out to us if they feel one of their friends has moved too far from the group. If 

someone doesn’t turn up in the morning they want to know where they are and if they are 

poorly. This affection is often obvious to us by the nicknames they begin to use, such as 

Dougie, Hets or Aubes! 

 

Charlotte Ramsden 

We are so excited to 

announce that we have 

found our first new 

member of the team for 

Venture. This has been an 

incredibly careful process 

and it has made us realise 

the potential for us to go 

from strength to strength. 
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Our remit at the beginning was that we wanted to find people who had something new, 

different and special to add to the setting. Charlotte is certainly that person and we can’t 

wait to introduce her to you all. Charlotte taught at Thurlestone primary school, she has 

completed a Thrive practitioner course 

https://www.thriveapproach.com/the-thrive-approach/ and has invaluable experience in 

special educational needs. She has also done a mini-me yoga course, she is creative, bubbly 

and has a gentle and kind approach. The children really enjoyed her company as did we 

and we know that she is going to bring everything we wanted and more to everyone’s 

experience at Hope Cove. Above is a photograph of Charlotte taken from her birthday party 

website  https://www.fairycharlotte.co.uk/ . We hope that she will start with us in January. 

There are a few bits of paperwork to complete before we can officially take her on.  

 

Hope Cove Breakwater 

We have had such fun making 

decorations for the breakwater 

Christmas tree. Last week on a 

particularly windy and rainy day 

we walked along the beach to go 

and look at the tree. It was 

wonderful to see the looks on the 

children’s faces as we spotted the 

lights shining from the top. Then 

they were so delighted to spot 

their own and their friends’ 

decorations which had magically 

appeared there! Thank you all 

very much for your generous 

donations. You raised £150 all 

together which was very gratefully 

received by the Friends of Hope 

Cove Breakwater. Your child’s 
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decoration will make its way to you sometime after Twelfth Night.  

 

Christmas celebration 

We are looking forward to our 

Christmas celebration 

tomorrow despite the weather 

forecast. Please make sure 

everyone is dressed 

appropriately as it is looking 

pretty dramatic! If anyone feels 

they could get a few 

photographs please let us know 

as it will be a lovely opportunity 

having all of the children 

together. We will leave the Reading Rooms at 4 pm. The children will be carrying jam jar 

lanterns. We expect that at least one of these will be dropped so we will have a dustpan 

and brush with us. If as you walk alongside the children you could help us to watch out for 

this we would really appreciate it. Please note that from the end of the usual day at 3.30 

pm, your children will be your responsibility. Once we arrive at the tree there will be some 

chairs which need sitting on by the adults in order to contain the children, making it less 

likely that we lose one of them over the edge! 

 

 

We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year and look forward to 

seeing you all back the week beginning 7th January 2019. 

 

Jenny and Zoe. 
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