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We are four weeks in to our first term of Venture! All 
of the children have settled so well and are making 
new friends and we are really enjoying getting to know 
them all. 
 
The group have settled into a rhythm for the day, 
spending time getting ourselves equipped for an 
adventure together and deciding where we should 
head to. We have had high winds, rain and extremely 
high tides to consider and base our choices on. When 
we are all suitably water-proofed and insulated and we 
have checked our backpacks, we head off on an 
adventure and spend the morning following the 
children’s interests and talking lots about what we 
find. After lunch and stories, the children help to pack 
up camp and we head back to the garden for play and hot chocolate.  
Zoe’s favourite thing this half term has been watching the children becoming more 
comfortable using the natural resources that we encounter to play and learn. We have 
taken very little out and about with us so far, stretching the children’s ability to just 
play as nature intended without the adults influencing them at all. It is tricky as an 
adult not to jump in and direct the children when we first arrive in the woods or 
wherever we are headed. The children often appear to be doing ‘nothing’ at first, but if 
we give them space they gradually move away from us and become engrossed in 
something, alone or together, that we would never have dreamed of suggesting. The 
play that is beginning to emerge has been very peaceful and purposeful. 
 

 
Jenny's favourite thing so far has been all the 
things we have discovered in Hope Cove, 
such as the fisherman washing his lobster 
pots, the farmer rounding up sheep, the 
digger picking up bags of rubble, the drain 
full to the brim with water and the seals 
playing in the surf. All of this has highlighted 



to her how much we can offer the children in an ever-changing environment 
compared to everyday being the same room full of the same resources. 
 
 
Tapestry 
We hope you are enjoying using Tapestry to keep up to date with all of the adventure and 
learning that is going on at Venture! Some parents have really found looking at the 
photographs together a lovely way to get their child talking about what they have been up to! 
We would love it if you could share some photographs with us from home too! 
When your child leaves Venture to go to school, you will receive a disc containing your 
child’s journal, including any entries you make, which makes a fantastic momento of these 
precious early years! 
 
Backpacks 
One of our key aims at the kindergarten is to foster the 
children’s independence. In order to help us to do this 
we ask that you provide them with a backpack in which 
they can independently carry the items that they need to 
stay warm and nourished during the day.  
 
The backpack should be the correct size to fit 
comfortably on your child’s shoulders, with a chest strap 
to ensure that it doesn’t fall off. Ideally the backpack will 
have a couple of easy to reach pockets, usually mesh 
pockets on the sides. 
 
Please could we ask that you pack your child’s 
backpack, or even better support them to pack their 
own backpack, in the following way: 
Bottom of backpack: plastic carrier bag containing lightweight change of clothing (socks, 
pants, trousers, long-sleeved top, fleece, gloves, nappy if needed) 
Above that: spare plastic carrier bag for wet / soiled items 
Top of backpack: lunch box 
Side pockets: water bottle and morning snack* (or within easy reach so that children do not 
have to take everything out unnecessarily) 
 
* So far the children have been choosing their own morning snack from their lunch boxes, 
but we feel that it will be much easier for them to access a separate box or item at snack 
time and prevent some children from tucking into their sandwiches very early on in the day! 
 
We are happy for children to bring spare clothing / outer clothing  / wellies in addition to the 
above. These should be put into the blue crates when the children arrive in the morning. 
 
Venture Outdoor Kindergarten hoodies 



We are pleased to announce that we will be able to offer our very own Venture hoodies for 
the children to wear with pride over in the next few weeks (and we will be wearing ours with 
pride too!) Look out for the big reveal and details of how to get yours soon! 

 
 
Request for loose parts materials for garden 
The children have really enjoyed playing in the 
garden with our ‘loose parts’. The idea is that the 
group start off with very few materials (we have 
started with the canon, crates, ropes, a large cable 
reel, kitchen items and the stream!) and other items 
are gradually added to extend their play. The 
imagination, creativity and problem solving that has 
come from this play has been lovely to see and 
entirely directed by the children. We do not want to 
add items too quickly but thought we would put the 
feelers out to see if anyone has any of the following 
items that they would be happy to donate to our 
loose parts collection: 
 
 
 

Crates Rope Cable reels Tyres 
Pallets Planks Bricks Rocks 
Wood Stumps Buckets Logs 
Boxes Balls Drain pipe pieces Kitchen items 
 
If you have anything that is not on the list but that you think fits the idea, we are open to 
suggestions! It could be any real world item (not toy) that the children could use in a variety 
of open ended ways. 
 
Next half term 
You should receive your invoice for next half term along with this newsletter. Unless you tell 
us otherwise, we will always invoice for the hours that your child currently attends. If you 
would like to add a session next half term, please let us know! 

 
 
Warm Wellies discount code  
Get in quick if you need some new wellies for your child. 
Warm Wellies are offering a discount when you buy 2 
pairs of wellies in the same size or one size apart, saving 
you £10: 
www.warmwellies.co.uk/twins/?utm_source=Jan twins 
fb&utm_medium=fb&utm_campaign=Jan twins 
fb&utm_content=Jan fb twins 
 

http://www.warmwellies.co.uk/twins/?utm_source=Jan
http://www.warmwellies.co.uk/twins/?utm_source=Jan
http://www.warmwellies.co.uk/twins/?utm_source=Jan


Review us on Facebook 
We get lots of lovely comments and messages about the kindergarten from parents and the 
children’s wider families, which always make us smile! We would be really grateful if you 
could find a moment to pop a review of the kindergarten onto our Facebook page so that we 
can let others know what a wonderful place Venture Outdoor Kindergarten is! 
Of course if you could keep on liking and sharing our posts too, it will really help us to spread 
the word! We are hoping to be able to offer Tuesdays very soon. We just need a few more 

adventurers to join us! 
 

 
 
 
This half term ends on 8th February. We will return on 
Wednesday 21st February. 
Best wishes, 
Zoe and Jenny. 


