
The Gardens of Philadelphia and New York, USA 

May 2nd – May 16th 2015 

By Brendan Arundel 

One of the clocks inside New York Botanical Garden, New York.  

Tulip display at Longwood Gardens, Pennsylvania. 
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Itinerary – Gardens Visited 

 

Philadelphia/Brandywine Valley 

Sunday 3rd May – Morris Arboretum, Philadelphia. 

Monday 4th May – Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square. 

Tuesday 5th May – Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square. 

Wednesday 6th May – Mount Cuba Center, Hockessin. 

Thursday 7th May – Winterthur Garden, Winterthur. 

Friday 8th May – Chanticleer, Wayne. 

Saturday 9th May – Scott Arboretum, Swarthmore; Charles Cresson’s House, Swarthmore. 

 

New York 

Monday 11th May – Wave Hill, The Bronx. 

Tuesday 12th May – New York Botanical Garden, The Bronx. 

Wednesday 13th May – The Highline, Manhattan; Central Park, Manhattan. 

Thursday 14th May – Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn. 

Friday 15th May – Brooklyn Grange Rooftop Garden, Brooklyn; Battery Park, Manhattan. 

 

 

Trip Participants 

Brendan Arundel – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Tom King – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Lawrence Wright – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Robert Bradshaw – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Maggie Tran – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Janina Timter – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

John Cookson – RHS Wisley Diploma in Practical Horticulture Student. 

Alison Legg – RHS Wisley Specialist Option Certificate in Ornamental Horticulture. 
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Locations 

Philadelphia Gardens 

New York Gardens                                                                                                                                      

Philadelphia (above) 

(1) Morris Arboretum  

(2) Longwood Gardens  

(3) Mt. Cuba Center  

(4) Winterthur 

(5) Chanticleer 

(6) Scott Arboretum 

(7) Charles Cresson’s House 

 

 

 

 

New York (left) 

(1) Wave Hill 

(2) New York Botanical Garden 

(3) The High Line 

(4) Central Park 

(5) Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

(6) Brooklyn Grange Rooftop Farm 

(7) Battery Park 



5 
 

Objectives 

North American plants are prevalent in almost every garden in the UK. Many plants that 

inhabit the North American landscape are yet to be successfully popularised, e.g. Trillium. 

For this reason we would like to investigate the types of plants they are growing and 

increase our own knowledge of the range of plants able to be cultivated here, and examine 

why their cultivation is still underutilised and ways in which we may be able to overcome 

this.  

An interesting point to look into is the use of space in American gardens and the way that 

the collections that they hold are used to their best advantage. This is demonstrated 

perfectly at Longwood where a whole garden is devoted to the cultivation of Wisteria. In 

this area, the plants are grown in a multitude of form; thus providing a refreshing chance to 

see how plants can be utilised in a different manner, so allow us to bring these as inspiration 

as ways that this can be introduced into horticulture in the UK.    

With an ever greater shift towards public and professional education within horticulture, 

many if not all of the gardens we plan on visiting share the same objective of not only being 

a destination for great horticultural skill, display and plantsmanship, but also in the 

necessity of educating the public in the floral kingdom in its widest sense. One of our aims is 

to look at interpretation in its widest sense, not just in the form of signage but understand 

the culture of talking to and engaging with the public directly. How do they manage to 

maintain a degree of professionalism whilst still communicating with the public in a friendly 

way?   

This encapsulates sustainability, the need for conservation (plants and heritage), community 

gardening as a means of bringing people together (ethnobotany) and educating children to 

look after our planet and the importance of plants and local flora. How is educating the 

professional sector, e.g. students, different from here, and are they focussing more towards 

the plant world as a whole and public engagement, or is the focus still solely on the practice, 

art, science and skill of horticulture?  

The above can be summarised as below: 

 Witness and experience the practices involved with Display Horticulture in American 

Gardens and the differences/similarities to our own and gain an understanding of 

how this is achieved. We are currently in the process of arranging to work with the 

Longwood students on the planting of their exhibition gardens. 

 Learning more about the Longwood Professional Gardeners Program as this will help 

the members of group thinking of applying to study at Longwood but will also be a 

way of considering best methods and practise that may not be covering in 

horticultural training in the UK already.  

 To see how gardens in the North East USA, both botanical and public, manage their 

plant collections to ensure their survival and conservation, how they interpret their 

collections to the public and engage them, and also to get the best out of the plants 

from a display perspective. To also look at their historical significance, and how they 
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act as a living museum or reference collection. Understanding the purpose of each 

collection, their future and the specific merits the collections bring to that institute 

or garden, ornamentally, educationally and historically. This will be achieved through 

tours of the gardens with knowledgeable members of staff, understanding the 

management of the collections, their value, history and relevance in today’s gardens. 

 To investigate the training opportunities available to gardeners and the public, and 

how they vary from garden to garden depending on the objectives and the purpose 

of each garden. Are students leaving these gardens/institutes with a wider skill set 

and more holistic understanding of the impact of horticulture than in the past? Is it 

different to the UK? To witness if they vary much from our own, and potentially 

investigate what the RHS can take from the training schemes offered to American 

horticulturists and apply it to their own students. 

 To witness and learn more about the native plants which grow in the area and their 

characteristics which make them suited to the area. How do they utilise their native 

flora to greatest ornamental effect? Can this be replicated with our native plants in 

our gardens? How do they blend their native flora in with introduced plants to form 

a display which balances the two, and maximises their potential? Do the American 

public understand and appreciate that the flora they are seeing when visiting these 

gardens consists of mainly native plants? How do these gardens engage and inform 

the public of this? 

 What similarities do their display and ornamental gardens share with our own? Is 

our influence on American horticulture apparent or has American horticulture 

evolved to have its own identity? Are we now influenced by American gardens? Is 

the imagination of the American horticulturist setting them apart from the rest of 

the world when it comes to innovation? Are there certain design principles or 

pioneering design elements that are utilised to great effect? 

 How do gardens in America promote the education, art and science of plants and 

horticulture? How is this shared and encouraged within the community? 

 What techniques, strategies and schemes do the garden offer to engage the public, 

particularly children and young people, in understanding the importance of plants 

and gardens to the wider world, ecologically, scientifically and for the wellbeing of 

humans? What schemes or events are undertaken to draw people to the gardens? 

 Increase networking and make new contacts, consolidate links and ties with the RHS 

and ensure future ties are made. Increase the profile of the RHS, and act as a 

presence and ambassadors for the organization. We are arranging to do a 

presentation to staff and students at Longwood and Central Park, focusing on RHS 

Garden Wisley, the Diploma in Practical Horticulture and a small piece on the 

Specialist Option Certificates. 

 To gain an insight into the management of the specific gardens we are visiting. For 

example Chanticleer, which has an unorthodox management system whereby lead 

horticulturists manage and develop their own sections, but are overseen by the 

Executive Director. How does this lead to a more fulfilling, harmonious and 

successful garden? 
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Saturday May 2nd 

We arrived at Heathrow airport in the early hours of Saturday morning tired with 

excitement and lack of sleep, but full of enthusiasm and anticipation for the upcoming two 

weeks. After what seemed like an eternity on the plane, we finally arrived.  

From Newark International Airport, we found our way to AVIS with whom we had pre-

booked two vehicles to transport us around Pennsylvania and into Delaware, and back to 

New York again at the end of the first week. Sadly one vehicle was beyond unsatisfactory, 

and after around 2 hours we were finally allocated a car deemed roadworthy. Onwards and 

upwards! We made our way to the hotel which we would be staying in for the first week, 

just a mile or so down the road from Longwood Gardens, went out for some food and went 

to bed. It had been a long day. 

 

Sunday May 3rd – Morris Arboretum 

Our two week tour began at the Morris Arboretum. We arrived at 10am and were met by 

Barry Jeffries, one of the Tour Guides. He was very passionate and exceptionally 

knowledgeable on the garden, 

the history and the plants. We 

spent the morning with him - he 

showed us around the 

arboretum, telling us interesting 

snippets of information relating 

to the history of particular 

plants, the garden, the 

landscape and the ownership. 

He was very accommodating 

and allowed time for us to take 

photographs, answer any 

questions we had and 

occasionally wait for us to catch 

up as we all wandered off 

towards plants that interested 

us individually. He must get that 

a lot.  

The thing that struck me the 

most about this wonderful 

arboretum was the size of some 

of the trees. The arboretum 

itself is situated on a strange 

gradient of topography – to 

enter the arboretum you drive up An impressive specimen of Pinus bungeana prompted sounds of 

awe and camera shutters. 
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a large slope full of Magnolias, 

yet when you are in it you 

descend down towards and 

river. The combination of 

moisture and a small 

microclimate, plus lots of light 

has obviously allowed for the 

trees to attain their optimum 

growth. One specimen in 

particular, Cercidiphyllum 

japonicum, was absolutely huge, 

bigger than any I’ve ever 

encountered before. I must 

admit, I did stand and look at it 

for a good 10 minutes before I 

realised I had better catch up 

with the group.  

Other highlights of the visit 

included a large treetop walk 

with cargo nets to lie on, well, I 

think their true purpose was to 

be able to look down. Either 

way, it was impressive and drew 

a lot of attention. It was very 

inventive, and helped to 

emphasise the scale of some of 

the trees. They also had a very impressive fern house which was immaculate and very well 

curated, not to mention hot. It’s amazing the ferns were doing so well to be fair. I also 

encountered numerous plants of which I had never come across before – Saruma henryi and 

Pteroceltis tatarwinowii are just two I can remember. This was soon to become a theme for 

the trip, and I’m glad it was as that was one of the reasons for coming to the US.  

Other spectacles definitely worth mentioning from this visit were the grove of Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides and the best use of Lamprocapnos spectabilis I have come across. I have 

never seen such an impressive stand of these trees, they must have easily reached 60ft tall. 

Genuinely imposing. The bleeding hearts were planted en-masse, but in such a naturalistic 

way it appeared like they had been there for decades, spilling out of rocks and nooks, lining 

the stairway up to the Japanese Overlook. Simplicity at its best. 

I should also add that the first plant which we came across here was not a tree, but the vivid 

blue flowered Mertensia virginica. Virginian bluebells would become a plant we would all 

get accustomed too as it was absolutely everywhere. It never detracted from its appeal.  

 

Cercidiphyllum japonicum towering above everyone – the photo 

doesn’t do the size of this tree any justice.  
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Monday 4th May and Tuesday 5th May – Longwood Gardens 

We arrived and were warmly greeted by the expectant Doug Needham and Brian Trader. 

Doug has been integral in assisting us in the organisation of our trip, giving us useful 

contacts and helping us to make the most of our time in the States. We are forever indebted 

to him for this. We were also spending the two days with the English Triad exchange 

students. 

After a brief introduction to the Garden and their objectives, we were given an extensive 

tour of the garden by Ed Broadbent, the Head Gardener at Longwood, and the natural 

landscape by Bill Haldeman, the Natural Lands Manager. Sadly for us the fountains of which 

Longwood Gardens are renowned for are undergoing renovation, due for completion in 

2017 at a cost of over $90m. Money is no object here, the gardens running costs equate to 

2% of the interest on an endowment left to the garden by Pierre DuPont. They are at little 

risk of ever even using the entirety of the annual interest, let alone break in to the 

endowment. We did, however, see some lovely fountains, and by anybody’s standards they 

were impressive. Pierces wood is also worth mentioning here, a naturalistic woodland 

packed full of interesting plants; a stand of Taxodium distichum var. imbricarium and carpets 

of Phlox divaricata were particularly outstanding.  

The first day continued with an education-hosted lunch in the gardens Terracotta Room. We 

sat with the students of the Longwood Professional Gardeners Programme and chatted 

about our respective courses and our interests while indulging in a very impressive spread 

of food. We were spoilt.  

Fountains at Longwood Garden, surrounded by Lindens which are pruned annually.  



10 
 

In the afternoon we had been kindly invited by the students to assist them with the 

installation of their Student Exhibition Gardens. This was a great experience, I just hope we 

were of help to Drew as opposed to a hindrance. He was very gracious and I believe him 

when he said the former! 

That evening we were invited to a BBQ with the students and some of the staff. The evening 

went on, and before we knew it we were in to day two of our visit to Longwood.  

The day started with a highly anticipated tour of the conservatory, led by Jim Harbage, 

Floriculture Leader. Again, he was exceptionally accommodating and encouraged questions 

and conversation. All I will say about the conservatory is that anywhere that can successfully 

grow a lawn under glass deserves all the plaudits that they receive. It was surreal. The 

planting, albeit some of it was permanent, changes on a regular basis. That week they were 

removing a whole drift of foxgloves which were in their absolute prime. It’s mindboggling 

the resources they have to be able to do what they do. We also went behind the scenes and 

witnessed their nursery and the reserve tanks where they grow and produce the famous 

Victoria ‘Longwood Hybrid’, as well as glasshouse after glasshouse of production stock and 

their beautiful collection of Bonsai. Extremely impressive, the scale was exceptional 

considering the plants they are growing are purely for the garden.  

 

The group on our tour in the Conservatory with Brian Trader and Douglas Needham. 
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At lunch time we delivered a presentation on RHS Garden Wisley; the history, garden and 

our training programme. This was held in the Visitor Center Auditorium and was well 

attended. Afterwards we attended another lunch, this time in the Founder’s Room, with 

select Longwood Staff and the Horticulture Divisions Team Leaders. There we had the 

The 1000 bloom Chrysanthemum in production behind the scenes at the nursery. 

Inside the Conservatory, an exceptionally impressive building with even more impressive horticulture.  
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chance to ask any questions we had on Longwood. We then moved on to the nursery and 

abbondi, where they make their compost and recycle soil. We also saw witnessed their huge 

media mixer, where they have the ability to mix vast amounts of substrate with whatever 

ingredients they want. Unreal. That in itself was impressive, and they are very sustainability 

orientated. The solar panels they have produce more than enough energy to power the 

gardens and more. We were lucky enough to witness the 1000 bloom chrysanthemum in 

production too, and the lengths that they have to go through from start to finish is 

extraordinary.  

We then finished the day looking around the gardens and exploring on our own, before 

heading out for the evening for a meal with the regional internship coordinators and their 

interns from all of the other gardens we were visiting in the Brandywine Valley. Superb 

experience. We were absolutely spoilt and I cannot emphasise enough the experience we 

had, it was utterly fantastic.  

 

 

  

 

The ‘Silver Garden’ inside the Conservatory. Does what it says on the tin, and more.  
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Wednesday 6th May – Mount Cuba Center 

We arrived at Mount Cuba Center with an unfounded sense of high expectation. We knew 

what the Center was about, dedication to the Piedmont flora, but its reputation had grown 

through personal recommendations since we had arrived in the US.  

We were greeted by Rhonda Hilt, the Visitor Experience Coordinator, in the main reception 

building. We were given an introduction to the garden via a presentation given by Jeff 

Downing, the Director at Mount Cuba. It has a long history, and as with most of the gardens 

we visited in this area, a strong association with the Du Pont dynasty. Money again was no 

object, but unlike Longwood, the affluence was not represented throughout the garden. It 

was subtle and understated in the most incredibly beautiful way. 

The garden itself is classed as botanical garden, and specialises in native flora. We were, 

however, greeted by a lovely tulip display surrounding a Maltese cross shaped pool as we 

entered the main area of the garden. We then walked through a Lilac collection, in full 

bloom, and moved on to the trials area. Here they are trialling cultivars of native plants in an 

effort to extend the range in which these plants can be grown throughout the US and the 

world. Like a lot of species rich habitats, they do not transfer well, whereas ‘improved’ 

cultivated forms of them are often bred with this in mind. They were focusing their 

attention mainly on Baptisia, Phlox and Monarda, but were also trialling other genera too. 

The collection, particularly of Baptisia, was impressive, and the standard was high. A portion 

of these will be selected and bulked up in a local nursery ready for commercial sale. 

The trials area, exceptionally well maintained and also quite charming in a sort of formal, regimented way.  
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We then moved on to the ‘main event’, the woodland garden for which it is famed. The 

array of native plants was astounding, and we had timed it right in way of flowering. Along 

with the native dogwood (Cornus florida) and redbud (Cercis canadensis), there were many 

native trees and shrubs to admire. Rhododendron periclymenoides, Sassafras albidum, 

Liriodendron tulipifera, Magnolia tripetala, Calycanthus floridus and numerous Quercus spp. 

were all prevalent, but my favourites were the two American Illicium species, I. parviflorum 

and I. floridanum. Stunning.  

As we entered the woodland area the atmosphere of the garden completely changed. It was 

still tranquil, that hadn’t changed, but the feeling of serenity and absolute contentment was 

palpable. It was amazing. We walked down through an area immersed in too many native 

plants to even contemplate learning them all, and in to an opening where the trickle of 

water from the stream and the filtered light through the trees provoked agreeable murmurs 

from all of us, not to mention smiles. It was enchanting. The water’s edge was littered with 

plants, one of my favourites being the swamp saxifrage, Saxifraga pensylvanica. We then 

moved on into a wildflower meadow, where I came across a plant that caught my eye which 

I had not encountered before, Zizia aurea or golden alexanders. Very nice umbel, and could 

definitely be used in the UK. We then moved on towards the Trillium collection. 

 

The pool surrounded by cultivated tulips, a welcome juxtaposition within the surrounding landscape of native 

plants. It almost acts to highlight them, bringing them to your attention and giving you a false sense of whats 

to come. 
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The Center is renowned for its collection of Trillium, and we weren’t disappointed. Due to 

the quantity it was a good opportunity to witness the diversity of the genus. It was 

magnificent, and I doubt it can be replicated in the same way over here.  On a side note, we 

were introduced to a plant of which I am familiar with but have never witnessed before. 

Stewartia malacodendron, or silky camellia, was a popular customer request but we could 

never source it as it was so scarce, so to see a specimen of it here was an education. We 

then went to lunch, a wonderful buffet kindly arranged and paid for by the Center.  

The herbaceous perennials were the stars of the show, and there was something 

particularly pertinent about seeing them in their native habitat, albeit slightly contrived. The 

same thing replicated in the UK just wouldn’t have the same feel as it is the entire picture 

that makes it; the fauna, the tree canopy, the light levels, the soil. Everything. I did spot 

quite a few plants which took my eye though; Delphinium tricorne, Polygala paucifolia, 

Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens, Iris cristata, Prosartes maculata and the ever-

present Aquilegia canadensis, a plant which fails to be unnoticed due to its conspicuous red 

flowers, unlike any other plants in the vicinity. The Hexastylis were fascinating too – H. 

heterophylla out of flower superficially resembled Cyclamen coum, and H. arifolia var. 

arifolia had foliage resembling Asarum. Very quirky. 

 

The stream down to the small lake is lined with native herbaceous perennials. 
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A couple of other noteworthy plants, particularly because they were new to me were 

Clematis ochroleuca, a small herbaceous clematis with felty, tomentose creamy yellow 

campanulate flowers. A real stunner. Flourishing in the dappled shade was a very 

architectural, but also florally beautiful Diphylleia cymosa. As indescribably beautiful, 

curious and diverse the plants were, the lasting memory of Mount Cuba to me will be the 

Clockwise from top left: Trillium rugelii, T. flexipes, T. lancifolium and T. stamineum. 
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atmosphere and feeling it evoked. If that is ever captured again in any future garden I visit, 

they deserve a lot of recognition.  

 

Thursday 7th May – Winterthur 

We had arranged to meet Chris Strand, Director of the Garden and Estate on our arrival at 

the entrance, and what an entrance it was in terms of skyline. The trees here were of 

massive proportions, genuinely huge tulip trees and oaks. We had come to expect this, but 

it was reflected here more than in any other garden we had visited.  

We were given a tour of the garden, which was less of a garden as such as it was a very 

impressive wooded estate full of Kurume rhododendrons, most of which had been collected 

or bred and sent to the estate decades ago. Most of these are either unnamed or the names 

have been lost, and so nowadays they have numbers to reference them. They were mainly 

of shades of white, through pink to red, and the spectacle that achieved over a vast 

contoured area was rousing. The plants making up the ground cover layer were becoming 

more and more familiar; Phlox divaricata, Mertensia virginica, Trillium spp. and here more 

than anywhere else, Onoclea sensibilis.  

Again, the estate paid for our lunch and we dine in their café and met some of the staff. We 

were really spoilt, again, and we were very grateful for their hospitality.  

Some of the group walking amongst the rhododendrons, with american chestnut alongside and towering 

tulip trees above. The american chestnut, Castanea dentata, is now seen in increasing numbers after it was 

seriously threatened by american chestnut blight 100 years ago which had a devastating effect on the once 

plentiful populations.  
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One of the most surprising aspects of the visit was the extremely imaginative children’s play 

area, which featured motion sensitive mist spraying mushrooms and water pumps. It was 

exceptionally well thought out, and it blended in to the surrounding landscape almost too 

well. Possibly one of the best examples of children’s entertainment I have seen in a garden.  

As we walked out of the wooded section of the garden and into the open air, we were 

greeted with some noteworthy plant specimens. One which really caught my eye was a 

huge Sciadopitys verticillata, bigger than any I’d seen before. Much bigger. Rounding one 

particular corner I was then greeted by the most profuse Xanthocerus sorbifolium – it was 

covered, no branch had been spared the opportunity to flower. There was also a 

magnificent handkerchief tree near the mansion, adorned with its pendulous bracts. 

Memorable.  

The most rewarding part of the day for me, and possibly the trip, was experienced within a 

two or three minute period. I approached a haze of pink radiated by redbuds and azaleas, 

perfectly combined without being too over the top, and thought ‘wow’. Two plants, 

maximum effect. I thought this cannot get any better. On continuing along the path beyond 

them I was greeted with the most breath-taking spectacle I had seen so far on the trip. 

Within what can only be described as a natural creek, or even a quarry, was an extensive 

planting of Primula japonica. Extensive. They were situated in such a way that you were 

overlooking them. On walking down it was obvious that there was some sort of natural 

spring here as there were numerous small streams of water running through the area. It 

really was indescribable, and my photo does it little justice. Again, I believe that the serenity 

of the place really does accentuate your impression of what is in front of you, and for the 15 

minutes I allowed myself there I felt calm and awestricken.    

Primulas en masse, a spectacle beyond description and my photopgraphic ability.  



19 
 

Friday 8th May – Chanticleer 

Chanticleer is a garden universally synonymous for its ornamental horticulture, so on arrival 

it is fair to say we were all very excited. Bill Thomas, the Executive Director of the garden 

was there to meet and greet us, and he gave us an introduction to the garden before our 

tour of the garden with him commenced. Bill is a lovely bloke, and a ‘chanticleerian’ through 

and through. He has been there for countless years, as have many of the staff, and it is a 

credit to the garden they work in and the environment in which they ply their trade.  

Bill led us through the garden, passing the tennis court garden and down to the house. Here 

we went inside and discussed the history of the garden. As interesting as it was, I could see 

the terrace garden out of the window and was eager to investigate. It was magnificent. Full 

of tulips, a mini wildflower meadow/long grass in the centre of what used to be a lawn, and 

Mediterranean plants lining the edge of the pool area.  

From here we made our way down the great lawn, minder woods and then into the ruin and 

gravel gardens. The ruin had been cleverly planted, for example there was a wall trained 

Acer davidii, and the colour combinations were well considered. It was an awe inspiring 

visual spectacle. The gravel garden was beautifully landscaped, and the pathway led you 

The entrance to the garden, also known as the teacup garden, is full of colour and original planting, and it’s in 

the detail that the gardeners craft can really be appreciated. Unpretentious, oozing class and quality, and 

defying the unachievable.  
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down to the wisteria pergola from which you could see pond garden and Asian woodland 

laid out in front of you. 

We made our way down to the Asian 

woodland through the pond garden, 

which was full of wildlife and 

brimming with colour, again planted 

with plenty of tulips, this time orange. 

With the Asian woodland up ahead, I 

swiftly moved in. It was a plantsmans 

nirvana, full of exotic woodlanders 

and native woodlanders that really 

made you want to have them 

yourself. Even better, most of them 

were new to me and to discover what 

they were I had to track down the 

plant list box. These boxes are in 

every area of the garden and it allows 

for the plants to be displayed without 

the aesthetically unappealing and 

The terace garden outside the house with long grass areas packed full of tulips. The combination of yellow, 

pink and deep purple was very pleasing again the glaucous Agave and the roof of the poolhouse.  

View up to the ruin overlooking the gravel garden. 
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visually detracting labels. They were updated regularly, and displayed in beautifully crafted 

cabinets constructed by the gardening team in winter, all of which are different. This was an 

element of the trip to Chanticleer that made it individual and unique, they made everything 

themselves. Benches, plant list boxes, bridges, everything. They even wanted to construct 

the new walkway down to the serpentine from the house, but Bill deemed it more time and 

cost efficient to hire contractors.  

On the way to lunch, which was hogies (philly slang for a sub) with the garden staff, we 

passed through bells run creek, then on to the vegetable garden and the cut flower garden. 

The latter was in the shape of a carrot and the obelisks were also formed in the shape of a 

carrot. It was charming, and epitomised their attention to detail - every element of the 

garden was considered, right down to the placement of plants and the shape of an obelisk.  

One of the plant list boxes and a custom made bench to be positioned outside the vegetable garden. 

The cut flower garden, where I worked with Emma after lunch. 



22 
 

We had organised to spend the afternoon working with the garden team to get an insight 

into what they do and how they make the garden so world class. Ultimately it came down to 

trusting and supporting their very capable staff, allowing them autonomy to explore their 

imagination and creativity. The standards were high, but every area reflected the 

horticulturists personality.  

Emma looked after the cut flower 

garden and the vegetable garden, and I 

spent the afternoon with her planting 

some Dahlia imperialis and Ammi 

visnaga near the potting shed. Firstly we 

had to remove the spent tulips, they are 

then sorted and stored for the following 

year. We then spent what felt like more 

time deciding on the positions than the 

planting itself! This is part of the 

philosophy here, the plants are in for 

months if not years, so it is worth every 

consideration.  

I had a fantastic time at Chanticleer, we 

even stayed there in to the evening as 

they allow picnics in the garden every 

Friday evening. Emma then took us all 

for a cheese steak and a birch beer and 

we said our goodbyes. 
It wasn’t difficult to bring a smile out of Emma! 

Enjoying a well deserved cheese steak after a special day with special people. 
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Saturday 9th May – Scott Arboretum and Charles Cresson’s House 

We arrived at the Scott Arboretum at 9.30 and met Chuck, one of the horticultural 

supervisors there. After witnessing a busy plant exchange which was taking place there that 

day and an introduction from chuck, we made our way around the arboretum.  

The Arboretum is set within the grounds of the 300 acre Swarthmore College campus, and is 

home to over 4,000 different trees and shrubs. It has been described as ‘the most beautiful 

campus in America’ and it was hard to disagree. We began by walking through the lilac 

collection, which most of the gardens in the area seem to have. Americans are very fond of 

lilac, or at least they used to be! As we approached a section of the campus, I noticed a 

flaming red climber scrambling up the wall of one of the buildings. It was fantastic, I moved 

closer to investigate. It turned out to be a cross vine, Bignonia capreolata ‘Atrosanguinea’, a 

new one on me.  

The planting itself around the place didn’t conform to your usual arboretum. The fact that it 

was dispersed throughout the grounds helped, but there were a lot of beautifully 

landscaped area with mixed plantings, including a large tree peony collection. They also 

have a biostream; a naturalistic planting of shrubs and perennials which surrounds rock 

filled drainage beds which allows storm water to be handled in a creative, attractive and 

responsible manner. In addition to this sustainability practice and environmental awareness, 

they also had a couple of green roofs.  

Bignonia capreolata ‘Atrosanguinea’ clothing the wall, a sight to behold.  
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We moved on to the Outdoor Amphitheatre, and this was one of those moments where you 

just think ‘wow’. It was constructed in 1942 and today it is used for graduation ceremonies. 

It was planted with tulip trees during the construction and they have matured to form a 

natural canopy to the amphitheatre. It was vast, and such a wonderful way to incorporate 

and blend the students’ life into the surrounding landscape.  

 

The Outdoor Amphitheatre, punctuated by towering Liriodendron tulipifera. 

Espaliered Gingko biloba showcasing great horticultural skill and imaginative beautification of the campus. 
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There were many noteworthy plants here, as well as the familiar. We stumbled across a 

really attractive Japanese maple, Acer palmatum ‘Ibo Nishiki’, with exceptionally corky bark 

and a neat habit. I had never witnessed one with such beautiful bark.  

The bark of Acer palmatum ‘Ibo Nishiki’ (above left) and the Metasequoia Allée (above right). 

The contorted stems of an Acer palmatum cv.  
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One thing that impressed us all was the attempt to involve students in the garden. One of 

the traditions of the college is for the men to pick a buttonhole from the Rose Garden for 

their graduation day. Some of the students even volunteer in the Arboretum. Chuck 

remembered one particular student who enjoyed her time in the garden so much that she 

quit her course and went on to study horticulture!   

It was a lovely experience to see a garden within an active environment, as part of a 

community and blending in so well. Why don’t all campuses have an Arboretum?! 

In the afternoon we went to visit Charles 

Cresson. He had heard about our trip from 

Doug at Longwood and was eager to meet us 

and show us his private garden. Charles is a 

respected ex-lecturer at Longwood and 

other institutes, with a specialism in 

camellias and bulbs. He has worked at most 

of the gardens we had previously visited, 

and prior to that he had spent part of his 

training here in the UK, at RHS Garden 

Wisley.  

On arrival at his house it was clear that he 

was an avid plant enthusiast. He had the 

most gorgeous specimen of Gelsemium 

sempervirens ‘Margarita’ climbing up one of 

the porch pillars.  

We spent a few hours at the house, and 

chatted to Charles about his garden, his 

favourite plants, his time in England and 

about his lifelong passion for plants in 

general. He made us home-made ice-tea, 

which was fantastic, and gave us a tour of his 

garden. The most surprising plant for me 

was a large, but sadly rather gaunt specimen 

of Emmenopterys henryi which was growing 

in a rough patch at the back of his garden 

beyond the fence line. It’s not often you 

come across this plant, let alone in a private 

garden. Another plant he treasured which 

fits in to the category of ‘unlikely to find in a 

back garden’ was Musa lasiocarpa, the 

yellow flowering Chinese banana. It was 

beautiful, and another plant I had never 

come across before.  Gelsemium sempervirens ‘Margarita’ (top) and 

Musa lasiocarpa (bottom). 
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We left Charles’ in the early evening and arrived back in New York a few hours later. We 

returned the cars to AVIS and made our way to Penn station, and from there we made 

travelled via the metro to the hotel we would be spending our second week in. We would 

be using public transport for the entirety of the New York leg.  

 

Monday 11th May – Wave Hill 

After a day of well needed recuperation and a bit of sight-seeing, we were ready for our 

tour to recommence. Charles Day, Horticultural interpreter, met us at Riverdale station and 

drove us the remaining distance to Wave Hill. He would be our tour guide and escort for the 

day.  

On arrival we met up with Claudia Bonn, Executive Director of Wave Hill, and she delivered 

an introduction and welcome to the garden while we nibbled on sandwiches the garden had 

kindly provided. She was pleased we had made the journey to visit the garden, and had 

allowed us entry to the garden during closing hours for which we were grateful. It was an 

experience in itself being able to walk around the whole garden, meeting the staff members 

and simply feeling like it was our playground to explore, unhindered by the bustle of other 

garden visitors.  

Wisteria floribunda ‘Alba’ near the entrance to the garden. 
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The day went so quickly, it was seriously hot even for May in New York, and time was lost on 

us. Charlie showed us around all of the areas of the garden, including his personal space, the 

label office. He was passionate about labels, and he nearly managed to pass that on to us 

too. 

The garden itself is situated on the edge of the Hudson River, and the views across it were 

spectacular even on a day of low visibility.  

The garden itself is not vast, and stretches along the river making it very easy to navigate 

and systematically work through without feeling like you may have missed something. My 

favourite area was probably the shade border, and it contained plants which I believe we 

should be growing more of in the UK; Disporum flavens, Pulmonaria cevennensis, Primula 

prolifera and Tulipa clusiana.  

We were introduced to the horticultural staff for afternoon break and remained with them 

for longer than we had expected, chatting away about plants and American and British 

culture.  

We spent the rest of the afternoon discovering what remained of the garden, and revisiting 

particular areas of personal interest. It is worth mentioning here that unlike the gardens we 

had visited the previous week, the gardens of New York relied heavily on fundraising, 

sponsorship and support from local government. They operate for the short term as most of 

A view across the Hudson river from Wave Hill. 



29 
 

them have no way of guaranteeing financial security for the foreseeable future. It is a stark 

contrast financially, and sadly the garden at Wave Hill was visibly suffering from lack of 

investment. This being said, it is an exceptionally important place, as are all of the New York 

gardens, for the population to escape bustling city life. This becomes more and more 

prevalent to us as the week continues, seeking any green space possible. It is an 

overwhelming place, particularly in the heat.  

 

Tuesday 12th May – New York Botanical Garden 

Described as an iconic living museum, NYBG is a 250 acre National Historic Landmark which 

supports over one million living plants. On arrival, we met up with Charles Yurgalevitch, 

Director of the School of Professional Horticulture, who gave us a brief overview of the 

garden. This included an outline of their three main objectives; science, horticulture and art.  

The garden welcomes nearly a million visitors a year, which is impressive considering its 

distant proximity to central New York.  

Renowned for its science faculty, we first visited the Herbarium. Charles had arranged a full 

itinerary for the morning and acted as our chaperone. Tom Zanoni, who works in the vast 

herbarium, was kind enough to take the time to discuss the collection and show us a few of 

the specimens. Their collection is 

the largest in the Western 

Hemisphere with over seven million 

samples and includes many type 

specimens. The herbarium itself 

was magnificent, state of the art, 

and was housed over four stories.    

We were then escorted to the 

library to meet Steve Sinon. The 

library has the world’s largest 

collection of books on botany, 

horticulture and landscape design 

all under one roof. They had a 

separate room which housed all of 

the valuable and rare works, 

including scores of original Darwin 

works, a large selection of Banks’ 

Florilegium, as well as a first edition 

of Linnaeus’ Species Plantarum. 

We met up with some of the first 

year NYBG students for lunch and 

talked about our respective courses 

and institutes. NYBG have an 
Inside the herbarium, with a selection of specimens for us to 

browse. 
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unparalleled array of certificated courses available, from botany through to horticultural 

therapy.  

After lunch we were escorted around the Perennial Garden. It was an area which was 

meticulously tidy and full of colour and charm. ‘It wouldn’t look out of place at Chanticleer’ 

and ‘this might be the best perennial garden we’ve seen this trip’ were just two quotes – my 

photograph doesn’t really do it justice. It looked phenomenal, particularly when you 

consider it was only May. Located in front of the famous Haupt Conservatory, it definitely 

enhanced the approach and the entrance.  

We were eager to enter the Conservatory, and Charles had got permission to allow us in to a 

sneak preview of one of their exhibitions which was taking place inside. It was Mexican 

inspired, and they had completely replanted one section of the conservatory to make it feel 

like Mexico. It was full of colour, terracottas and shades of blue and yellow. The exhibition 

entrance was patrolled by guards, so it was obviously quite a big thing – we felt very 

privileged!  

We then made our way around the rest of the Conservatory, which is actually far bigger on 

the inside than it appears on the outside. It has two ‘wings’, so we had the choice to pick a 

direction.  

The Perennial Garden at NYBG in May, full of colour and texture.  
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My favourite area was a section of glasshouse which contained various climbing plants, all 

trained over a fountain in the centre. The plants were trained individually, parallel to each 

other and in an arch so as you could appreciate them as individuals. The jade vine, 

Strongylodon macrobotrys, was in full glory, and Passiflora vitifolia was bursting with 

sanguine colour.  

A native plant garden had recently been installed, showcasing the plants in a landscape with 

a contemporary ornamental twist. After seeing them at Mount Cuba last week, a garden 

which almost perfectly imitates their natural environment outside of the wild, it was 

interesting to witness them being used in a more innovative, design based way. The plants 

that had been used were very similar to what we had already come across, and the 

introduction of more native grasses and moisture loving plants added lightness and delicacy 

to the space. It was designed around water, so these additions helped to soften the water’s 

edge as well as add sound as the area had very little tree cover. They have also designed the 

garden to incorporate interest for every season.  

50 acres of original native New York woodland exist within the garden, and attempts have 

been made to conserve them and allow for natural evolution without it impacting on the 

historic significance of this area and ecosystem. They have been managed in a way that 

ensures minimal invasion of exotics (they are currently eradicating Aralia elata which is 

being spread by birds) and encouraging the natural recolonization of native flora. Originally 

Passiflora vitifolia (above left) and Strongylodon macrobotrys (above right). 
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containing a lot of western hemlock, they have since been struck by a woolly adelgid 

epidemic and have struggled since. They have also suffered from the American chestnut 

blight, but are looking to reintroduce potentially immune strains. The dwindling numbers of 

western hemlock are gradually being replaced by tulip trees, oaks amongst other native 

trees which have taken advantage of the vacant space.  

The garden has numerous areas of interest, aesthetically as well as botanically, including a 

rock garden (a personal highlight for me) which contained genuine alpine plants and a 

picturesque waterfall, the Rockefeller Rose Garden which was sadly being renovated, an 

Azalea Garden, a Magnolia area, Benenson Ornamental Conifers and a crab apple collection.  

The Azalea Garden is extremely good, reminiscent of Winterthur but with more thought into 

design. It is situated in an area with incredible geology which really added to the overall 

spectacle. Rocks protrude above the soil surface reaching for the tree line like mineralised 

icebergs, adding drama and an effective foil for the planting around them. The plant 

selection and design has accounted for this and it is by no means incidental that the area 

looks ‘natural’ because of it.  

It was a very memorable visit, and it was a personal favourite of mine. It is maintained to an 

impeccably high standard, as good as any of the other gardens we have visited on our trip. 

That says a lot when there is 250 acres of maintenance to cover with consideration being 

needed for conservation and visitor numbers too. 

A view of the woodland from one of the bridges near the Goldman Stone Mill overlooking the water. 
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The natural geology was astonishing, and accentuated the planting around it.  

The Rock Garden was a highlight, hidden away outside of the woodland it was blissfully quiet. An extra 

ticket was needed to enter it, that’s how good it is! 
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Wednesday 13th May – The Highline and Central Park 

We decided to visit the Highline and Central Park on the same day, not simply because of 

their relative proximity to each other, but also as it showcases two green spaces within New 

York with contrasting history which offer an escape from the city for its inhabitants and 

visitors.  

The Highline was the result of a group of local residents, known as The Friends of the 

Highline, campaigning to save the abandoned train line that transported freight from the 

port to the city, particularly the meat packing industry. The residents not only understood 

the historical and architectural significance of the elevated train line, but also the 

opportunity to develop it into a much needed green space in the west of Manhattan. The 

abandoned railway, due for demolition, had become colonised with native plants – pioneer 

species – and attracted wildlife. The campaign paid off, and today we are seeing the result 

of all of their hard work. Free to the public, it attracts around 6 million visitors a year. 

Thomas Smarr, Director of Horticulture at the Highline, met us bright and early and agreed 

to give us a tour of the 1.5 mile aerial greenway.   

The planting, which has been mainly designed by eminent designer Piet Oudolf, consists 

mainly of native species inspired by the original colonisation of vegetation. Coneflowers, 

liatris, smokebushes, sumach, birch, cold season grasses and amsonia make up a large 

A view of Hoboken over the Hudson River taken from The Highline. 
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proportion of the planting, although magnolias are also integrated into it too. The birch 

form an impressive elevated walkway, and when immersed by them and ignoring the noise, 

you could imagine yourself somewhere else.  

Mixed birch grove forms a desnse canopy, and the noise when the wind blows distracts from the noise of 

sirens and construction. 

A common sight along the length of The Highline as opportunistic developers seek to construct new 

skyscrapers. The planting can be seen in the foreground with the old track integrated as part of the design.  
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Sadly, the development opportunities around this space are rife and the ground beneath 

the greenway is littered with construction sites and JCBs. Thomas predicts that with 5 years 

almost the entire length of The Highline will be surrounded by skyscrapers.  

There is a third section which has recently been opened, and it has been left to showcase 

what the line looked like prior to repurposing. It showcases the native vegetation along with 

lengths of the old track, a feature which is present throughout the site which has been 

sympathetically designed to accommodate it and integrate it into the greenway.  

The Highline is also seen by graffiti artists as a stage to exhibit their work, and this is not a 

bad thing, as it also forms part of the character of the space. There are also art installations 

along the entire length of the greenway, a reminder that freedom of expression exists 

within what could potentially be seen as a rather bleak, oppressive cityscape. 

After we lunch we met up with Chris Cousino, Associate Director at Central Park, and he 

welcomed us and delivered a presentation on the history of the park. The thing that was 

stark to me was the conversion of a litter ridden landscape of despondency and illicit 

activities in the 1970’s, to what they have managed to achieve today.  

A pertinent reminder through art of what is important (top left), the message given greater affirmation and 

represented by the plantings within the greenway (top right). 
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Central Park, constructed in 1873 by Vaux and Olmsted after they won a design 

competition, is over 800 acres in size and occupies a large proportion of Central Manhattan 

and has since been designated as a National Historic Landmark.  

The purpose of our visit was to see for ourselves the importance of a large purpose built 

green space in the centre of an ever expanding megacity. By this point I think we had all 

recognised the importance of the space as the city can be exceptionally overbearing, but the 

sheer number of people in the park confirmed the importance of the space to the people of 

New York. The government obviously agree – the park is now maintained and developed by 

the Central Park Conservancy under contract with the municipal government in a public-

private partnership. The CPC was formed with the specific objective of ensuring the Park can 

be enjoyed for the foreseeable future.  

The horticulture here was surprisingly good. The majority of the Park is as you would expect, 

beautiful open green space dotted with mature trees and shrubs. There are, however, some 

real gems hidden away on the north side of Central Park.  

A collection of three individual gardens, located adjacent to each other, are the pièce de 

résistance of Central Park from a horticultural standpoint. The Conservatory gardens, known 

unofficially as the Italian, English and French gardens, represent gardening styles ubiquitous 

to those nations.  

The English Garden was an attempt at a classic cottage garden, sectioned with runs of box 

hedging and paths with bordered with beds – a style often associated with the English. It 

was well maintained, and felt like a garden. It also sounded like a garden; peaceful, thought 

View over one of the man made lakes in Central Park.  
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provoking and serene. Due to the nature of city living, stumbling across such a space felt like 

a real treat, it almost felt like we were visiting one of the best gardens in the world. It felt 

nostalgic, and that is an important escape.  

 

The English Garden. 

The French Garden. 
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The French garden was extremely formal, and featured a parterre, bedded with annuals, 

with the surrounding beds packed full of tulips. It was a lovely place to sit with well-placed 

benches, often occupied by couples retreating from the city.  

The Italian garden was simplicity defined, with classic elements of grand Italian design. A 

central lawn was lined with manicured hedge work, and the top end featured a large 

fountain surrounded by an elevated pergola of gigantic proportions. It was clothed by old 

wisterias and it was simply epic. The scale is not quite captured by photography, but I assure 

you it was one of the tallest pergolas I have ever seen. Grandiose.  

The Italian Garden. Pergola covered in wisteria (top) and the view from beneath it out onto the lawn (below). 
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The last area of the Park we discovered before leaving was the Shakespeare Garden, in 

homage to the plants and flowers which inspired him. It was very reminiscent of an English 

garden, and contained an extraordinary amount of wildlife. A hidden surprise for those who 

seek it.  

 

Thursday 14th May – Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

The Shakespeare Garden (above left), inhabited by wildlife such as the Northern Cardinal (top right). 
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After a bit of confusion as to where the correct entrance to the garden was, we finally 

arrived to meet Maureen O’Brien, the Greenbridge Community Field Manager, based at 

BBG. Her job, and part of the reason we visited, was to promote and safeguard the 

community gardening projects in the Brooklyn area, particularly those close to the garden.  

Firstly we visited the Vegetable and Herb Garden, where we received a tour and overview 

from its curator, Maeve Turner. It was an inspiring space, full of edibles and imaginative 

methods of growing them in a small space, helping to educate Brooklyns ever growing 

population of budding vegetable growers. Being a botanic garden, it featured interpretation 

boards explaining the origins of the fruits and vegetables, with helpful diagrams and 

representations in the beds.  

We then hopped into a van and drove off to visit two of the community gardens; 6/15 Green 

in Park Slope, and Prospect Heights Community Farm in the heart of Brooklyns residential 

area.  

We were given tours of each from members of the projects, and they discussed the purpose 

and necessity of their gardens in particular. It was important to understand that horticulture 

and gardening was not just a method of maintaining mental wellbeing, it is, but it is also a 

way to encourage community spirit and a sense of togetherness. These gardens were not 

that of a picture postcard, but that was the charm, and achieving something visually 

outstanding was beyond the purpose of them. By visiting them it was clear to see the impact 

it made on the areas, like a bright light in a dark tunnel they reminded people that life and 

nature exists outside of the concrete jungle by bringing it in. 

Prospect Heights Community Farm. 
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In correlation with the urban greening mantra New York has embraced, I noted that in 2007 

the city pledged to plant one million trees, known as the Million Tree Initiative. This was also 

been adopted by London in 2011. This goes to underscore the importance of urban 

greening, pioneered by communities such as those we visited in Brooklyn.  

We were treated to lunch courtesy of Brooklyn Botanic Garden and taken to Toms 

Restaurant. The food was lovely, and it is a favourite with the locals.  

When we returned to the garden we were greeted by Mel Sifton, Vice President of 

Horticulture and Facilities. She offered o show us around the garden, which features over 

12,000 species and cultivars, one of which was named after a very special lady we were 

about to meet. BBG are famed for the introduction of the first yellow flowering Magnolia, 

Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Elizabeth’, a cross between M. acuminata and M. denudata. It 

was decided that it would be named in honour of the now Director Emeritus Elizabeth 

Scholtz. She had heard we were visiting and was eager to meet us. It was a complete 

surprise to us, and personally, I was exceptionally honoured. She was integral in guiding BBG 

through the challenges facing New Yorks bankruptcy in the 70’s and kept them afloat, while 

administering the 52 acre garden and three other properties. She is also an exceptional 

plantswoman, becoming Director of the Garden and eventually its first ever Vice-President. 

Her far-reaching achievements have also garnered honours worldwide, including American 

The group with Elizabeth Scholtz. 
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horticulture’s highest award, the Liberty Hyde Bailey Medal from the American Horticulture 

Society and the UK’s Veitch Memorial Medal from the Royal Horticultural Society.  

The Bluebell Wood.  

The Peony collection, cultivars of Paeonia suffruticosa, donated by the Japanese town of Yatsuka after the 

events of September 11th, 2001. 
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We spent the rest of the afternoon enjoying the garden, including the fabulous Steinhardt 

Conservatory, Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden, Bonsai Collection, the Bluebell wood and the 

Osborne Garden. They have an exceptional collection of Cherries which we were sadly too 

late for, but we had timed the tree peony flowering season perfectly. The flowers seemed to 

attract more visitors than pollinating insects, it was definitely a highlight of the garden.  

 

Friday 15th May – Brooklyn Grange Rooftop Farm and Battery Park 

The conclusion to our tour of the States culminated in a visit to Brooklyn Grange Rooftop 

Farm and Battery Park. Our day began with a visit to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, where we 

visited the Rooftop Farm. I will start by saying the views from here were incredible. Dr. 

Annie Hauck-Lawson, owner of the composting facility located at the Rooftop Farm, greeted 

us and escorted us to the roof. On leaving the elevator and walking out on to the rooftop, 

the farm itself was immense. The scale was vast, and it was interesting to talk to the 

gardeners about the project.  

Brooklyn Grange is the leading rooftop farming and intensive green roofing business in the 

US. They operate the world’s largest rooftop soil farms, located on two roofs in New York 

City, and grow over 50,000 lbs of organically-cultivated produce per year. The Farm itself is 

almost entirely staffed by volunteers, and it is a well-oiled machine. They also have trainees 

enrolled in their farm training programme who assist on the farm. The soil they use isn’t just 

The Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden. 
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ordinary garden loam, as this would be far too heavy. It is a specific type of substrate, made 

for the purpose of rooftop cultivation. It is very light, but therefore dries out quickly. This 

was just one of the challenges faced by the Farm.  

The majority of the crops they grow are short term crops, and by that I mean crops which 

require a short turn around period, e.g. salads, leaf crops and micro-herbs. It is irrigated 

using seep hoses and the produce is taken away via the elevator. A lot of work!   

A view of the Navy Yard from Brooklyn Grange Rooftop Farm. 

Brooklyn Grange Rooftop Farm. 
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Our final stop was at Batter Park, located at the most southerly tip of Manhattan and 

adjacent to the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. The park, just like The Highline, receives 

around 6 million visitors annually, and on the theme of similarities, Piet Oudolf also 

designed Battery Parks planting schemes in the early 2000’s - It was in fact his first 

commission in the USA.  

Sean Kiely, Manager of Landscapes at Battery Park, had kindly arranged to meet with us. He 

gave us a history of the park and handed us over to two of his horticultural team to give us a 

tour. They explained that Oudolfs scheme has evolved since its first inception 15 years ago, 

and he has integrated more shrubs and trees into the designs while still retaining his 

trademark herbaceous planting style. He still takes an active consultancy role and visits 

regularly. In 2012 Hurricane Sandy had a huge effect on the Park and the surrounding 

infrastructure. Much of the planting, particularly members of the Lamiaceae family, were 

severely affected and required replacing, but the flood waters had damaged the subways 

and networks of transport tunnels that run beneath Battery Park. Reparation works 

required the excavation of several areas of the park, a lot of which is still being undertaken 

as I type this.  

In the midst of all the repairs, new areas are still being added to the park in areas which 

have been unaffected. They have recently planted a native flora area, something which has 

been a prominent feature of many of the gardens we have visited, and these are being 

designed and planted by the horticulturists at the park. One thing I have learnt from this trip 

is that garden staff are entrusted with designing, improving and maintaining their areas, and 

culturally here in the UK that is an uncommon practice as top down management leaves 

Piet Oudolf plantings at Battery Park. 
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little room for the practicing horticulturist to adopt his working area entirely and lay create 

their own fingerprint.  

The most poignant part of the visit was witnessing the large tablets honouring the fallen 

Armed Service People who were killed in the Atlantic during WWII. Along with the 9/11 

memorial borders designed by Oudolf and the proximity of the World Trade Center 

memorial, reminders are scattered throughout this area of the strife this proud nation has 

had to overcome. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The memorial tablets in Battery Park, listing the names of those who lost their lives fighting to defend their 

country during WWII.  
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Every single member of staff at the gardens we visited who ensured we were looked after, 

fed, and ensured we experienced everything their garden had to offer. I thank them for 

their time and for all of the information they passed on to us and their hospitality.   

And last but not least, my fellow trainees, who ultimately shared the experience with me. 

Thank you for all of your help with arranging such a wonderful trip. It wouldn’t have been 

the same without you all.  

Apologies to anyone I may have missed, and thank you.  
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Summary of Expenses 

 

We received £9,500 in contributions and bursary awards from the RHS Bursary Scheme, 

Merlin Trust, RHS Gardens Club and RHS Curatorial fund. 

NB – All costings are for eight people, with a total for individuals stated at the bottom. Subsistence 

costs were allocated once everything else had been accounted for. 

 

Prepaid expenses 

Expense Group Price (£) Individual Price(£) 
Airfare 3,494.88 436.86 

Accommodation 4,075.42 509.43 

Car Hire 767.18 95.90 

Health Insurance 157.76 19.72 

Travel Visa 75.17 9.40 

   
Sub Total 8, 570.41 1,071.30 

 

Expenses we had allowed for while being on the trip 

Expense Group Price (£) Individual Price (£) 
Travel Cards/METRO 160.00 20.00 
Fuel/mileage 200.00 25.00 

Road Tolls 50.00 6.25 

Garden Tour (waived) 60.00 7.50 

   

Sub Total 470.00 58.75 

Grand Total 9,040.41 1,130.05 

 

Therefore, subsistence costs 

Expense Group Price (£) Individual Price (£) 
   

Subsistence/food 459.59 57.49 

   

Grand Total 9,500.00 1,187.50 

 

 


