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INTRODUCTION

I applied to do an Internship at RHS Wisley because I wanted to
gain further practical horticultural experience in a large garden. I
was fortunate enough to be accepted and was looking forward
to working in two areas, Herbaceous and Glass. I am changing
career from nursing, and this has been over the last 3 - 4 years,
initially doing RHS Level 2 (theory) and then volunteering at
University of Bristol Botanic Garden, who then offered me the
WRAGS Scheme for a year, which finished September 2013. I
also worked in a rare/unusual plant nursery as a seasonal job
last spring/summer. My plan was to do two Internships, with my
second one being at Kew in January.
This was a ten week Internship at Wisley, with five weeks in
each area, beginning with Herbaceous, then Glass.
I secured a short term let near Wisley as I live in Bristol, used
my car to drive to work, and then commuted home to Bristol at
weekends.

HERBACEOUS TEAM

I started on Monday 7th October and initially met Stephen
Colfer, who was responsible for volunteers, along with Sean
Harkin my Team Leader, who gave me a brief tour of the
Herbaceous areas. I met the team at coffee time, which is quite
a large team including students, apprentices and volunteers.
Everyone was very friendly and welcoming, and the mess room 1



was situated in the back of the Glasshouse, and shared with
Glass. The tool area and vehicles were at the back, and I was
issued with uniform and gloves.
My first few jobs included cutting back and moving
Kirengeshoma palmata 'KoeanaGp' to a more shady place.
Then I planted 5 very large Skimmia Japonica 'Rubella' which
were in pots, in to a woodland area. This was quite difficult as
there were a lot of tree roots in the way, but eventually
succeeded, and these will grow larger and merge together
hopefully.



Skimmia Japonica 'Rubella' in their woodland setting

My gardening duties for the rest of the week were watering in 
new plantings of Hamamelis, Cyclamen and Euonymus, cutting 
back Hemerocallis, and planting Bergenia cordifolia by a lake. I 

also carried out some weeding in the grasses area, and also 
tidied up around the restaurant where there is a raised bed with 

vegetables.
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Vegetables growing near the 
restaurant.

I attended a large staff meeting mid week where I met staff from 
other teams. Subjects covered included the forthcoming 

Butterfly event in January, the Autumn food show which was 
happening next week, encouraging public engagement with 
Science, Interpretation update, Plant of the Month and what 

was looking good at the moment, Winter Interest at 7 acres, a 
new design for the Mediterranean walk and art work at the 

Lindley library.

On the Friday there was another weekend meeting discussing 
work plans for next week, certain weeks are Team weeks where 

all of the team works in one particular area, and may tackle a 
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bigger task.

On the Thursday, I was lucky enough to go to Great Dixter with 

two of the gardeners to look at the planting for ideas. I had 
always wanted to go and even in early October, a lot of colour 

was evident, and the garden was very inspirational. Some 
photos are included, but I took many more.
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Above photos taken at Great Dixter

❁

During the second week, I began to be more familiar with the
day to day tasks, which included netting the pond, clearing any
rubbish from the main paths and sweeping up leaves. More
work was carried out on the vegetable area, cutting down beans

and placing squash for display. I lifted some Fuschias and
moved them to a more suitable place, and also replanted a
Clematis.
The Autumn show 'Taste of Wisley' started, with marquees
erected all over any available grass.

A display of vegetables from Wisley at the Autumn show.

A weird and wonderful flower appeared in the Glasshouse, 
Stapelia gigantea.
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Stapelia gigantea

I also noticed a wonderful Cornus, see below. 
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Cornus kousa var. chinesis 'Wieting's Select'

On Friday, I worked with Alistair, a long standing gardener, to
clear an Island in the lake. It was not very far, but a boat was
needed to get there and to take the plant material away. Life
jackets needed to be worn.
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Before and after photos

Also carried out turf edging a long way around another lake, 
very heavy work!

❁

This week I worked in a different area, the Glasshouse borders.
There was some weeding in a newly developed South African
meadow, which is very exciting.
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South African meadow

I moved some grasses with Rupert, a gardener who has been

here for a long time, and did some weeding and cutting back. I
spent a morning planting some winter bedding, which was quite
intricate and exact.

Winter bedding planting finished.
Bellis perennis 'Galaxy White'

This week we started the 'Winter Walk' planting, a large area by
the side of a lake which is being rejuvenated. All the plants had
been delivered and had been placed out, before work
commenced with a large group of gardeners and volunteers.
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Alan demonstrating planting                Plants in place
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                    A group photo

❁

During the fourth week, Winter Walk planting was continued,
there were a lot of plants and the process was very time
consuming, but it is looking good.

Bulbs, bulbs and more bulbs to plant! Starting off with
Galanthus elwesii (5000) and then Iris danfordiae (3000). the
Iris had to be planted individually under a tree by four of us, and
was completed in a faster time than I had anticipated.
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❁

In the last week in the woodland area, the oldest part of Wisley,
the wild walk where the garden originated. There was a lot of
tidying up and weeding, and protection of Gunnera, which is
quite satisfying.


Protecting Gunneras.

❁

THE GLASS TEAM

As mentioned before, the Glass team are based in the same
area, and I had already met some of them. Again, quite a large
team with students as well, but no volunteers. Every Monday
morning there is a meeting with other teams across the garden
to discuss the weekend and any other matters. I was asked to
introduce myself to the whole group which was a little
unexpected! 

The plan was to spend time in different areas, Temperate,
Tropical, Arid and Orchids over the next 5 weeks, with
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preparation for the Christmas display
 towards the end. I started with Chris who works in the
Temperate area, and began by planting near a waterfall.


Planting in the Glasshouse

I also cut back some ginger plants after flowering at the back of 
a border.

Another day we set to and started to remove tender plants from
an outside subtropical border. Some of these were huge (Dahlia
imperialis) and Canna. These were brought in and potted up to
go to Propagation dept over winter.
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Dahlia imperialis ready for potting.

❁
An all day meeting on 'Managing Growing Media' today, which
was really informative. Subjects included Peat free growing
media, Fertilisers, Pest control and Research. I made a lot of
notes which will be very useful in the future. 
The following week I was asked to go to propagation to help
with Narcissi planting in pots for Mother's Day, a timed event.
The planting was quite dense, in layers, but this is what works
apparently. This was done over several days, culminating in all
the pots being placed in a cold frame and covered. It was good
to follow this process through until it was finished.
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All the stages of planting Narcissi for Mother's Day.

I also spent a few days in propagation, watering, propagating
and pinching back plants, which I really enjoyed. They are
keeping some of the winter display plants here until next week. 17




Poinsetta for Christmas

 Back at Glass an eye catching
butterfly who likes eating bananas!

18



❁

The delivery from Holland has arrived, and is taking up all the 
corridor space.
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Plants for display

I have been working with Sandra this week in the Arid zone,
cutting back plants and weeding. We also moved a large
display case, and created a new display of cacti and other
plants, which was enjoyable. We have rearranged many plants
in the service house as well, and managed to pot on some.
Also this week I ventured up in a very high cherry picker which
was quite an experience. This was to cut down a climber, which
turned out to be covered in whitefly, and even with a visor was
unpleasant!
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View from the cherry picker

❁

Starting the Christmas display now with gardeners coming from
other departments to help. I planted various displays, including
Alocasia 'Bambino', Anthurium and others. I wired Tillandsia,
and decorated a branch with various plants. I also helped with
the Poinsetta display, after helping with collection, loading and
unloading from propagation, which was hard work.
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Christmas display week

I spent a day apple pruning, there are many trees at Wisley,
some very old, and it was a very good practical day.

Apple tree pruning at Wisley
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❁

During my last week I helped those that needed it, watered in
the Tropical service house, found out about the orchids at
Wisley, and attended a meeting of the Tender Ornamental
Society. We took along a plant with a very striking flower called
an 'Orbea'.
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Orbea flower

❁

I have really enjoyed the Internship at Wisley. It has been good
to experience two different areas, and meet a lot of people. I
also came across many employees in the canteen at lunchtime

too! I have tried to make the most of the time here, and I think
eventually almost got used to the 7.30 start. It is a great
learning experience in many ways, and I have also participated
in Plant Profiles with other students. Most of all I have gained
from working practically from other horticulturalists of a high
standard, and made many friends.
I shall be back again soon, and have kept in touch.

❁

COSTINGS

As previously mentioned, I requested additional funding from
the Merlin trust, as the original accommodation for Wisley was
withdrawn for all Interns at short notice. I had to find a short
term let locally for 10 weeks.
I was given £900 by another Trust, and £300 by the Merlin
Trust.
Total = £1200
Rent for 10 weeks = £1125
£75 left to cover food and all expenses for 10 weeks, therefore I
had to fund a substantial amount myself.

I would like to thank you very much for the funding awarded to
me by the Merlin Trust, it has been very much appreciated.
I apologise for the delay in this report arriving. 27



Beth Norman 
27th February 2014
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