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4th November, 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Please take the time to read this update carefully as it contains important updates and 
reminders.  
 
South West COVID-19 update  
The South West Regional Schools Commission, South West UK Health Security Agency 
(formerly PHE) and the South West Directors of Public Health have together requested that 
schools review their outbreak management plan and risk assessments in light of rapidly 
rising COVID-19 infection rates. This is because the south west is experiencing the impact of 
national rising case rates and the impact of increased transmission arising from false 
negative PCR results. Case rates in our region have increased sharply against the national 
average and are expected to continue to rise. The South West Directors of Public Health 
have identified that the greatest prevalence of COVID-19 is being seen in school age 
children and their families, and recommend that enhanced mitigations are implemented to 
reduce transmission, prevent school closures and maintain appropriate levels of education. 
They have recommended that schools invoke a precautionary set of measures and maintain 
these for 14 days post half term whilst they review the impact of social mixing after half 
term.  
 
Our current protective measures - we will continue to maintain the following protective 
measures:  
 

- Enhanced cleaning  
- Good ventilation  
- Regular handwashing  

 
Additional protective measures in school in light of the growing infection rates, we will 
also reduce the mixing between groups as much as possible by:  
 

- Pausing in-person whole school assemblies for the time being  
- Asking families to social distance at pick up and drop off, and consider wearing a 

mask  
- Only essential visitors will be admitted to the school and will be asked to wear a 

face mask 
- Parent and teacher meetings will all be done remotely again  
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Protective measures in our community - in order to keep our community as safe as 
possible, we strongly urge:  
 

- Everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19 if they haven’t done 
so already  

- Everyone who is unwell to stay at home  
- Everyone to self-isolate and book a PCR test if they feel that there is a possibility 

that they have COVID-19  
- Everyone who is eligible to participate in twice weekly asymptomatic lateral flow 

testing.  
 
Lateral Flow Testing  
 
Please be aware that the South West Directors of public health are now recommending, due 
to the high prevalence of COVID-19, that lateral flow tests can be used by primary school 
aged children if they have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive on a 
PCR whilst they are awaiting the outcome of their own precautionary PCR test.  
 
COVID-19 symptoms  
 
Please be aware that children and adults in our community who have had COVID-19 in 
recent weeks have not experienced the three official COVID-19 symptoms that have 
historically been associated with COVID-19 (a high temperature/change to sense of smell or 
taste/a new persistent cough). Instead, the symptoms that have been reported have 
included a blocked or runny nose, sore throat, headache, tiredness and diarrhoea, and in 
some cases no symptoms at all. If you are at all concerned that you, or anyone in your 
household has COVID-19, please book a PCR test straight away. Lateral flow tests should 
only be used by people who are not experiencing any symptoms.  
 
Please email admin@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk if anyone in your household has tested 
positive for COVID-19. Please let us know when periods of isolation come to an end.  
 
We hope that these additional protective measures and a cautious approach will help us to 
keep everyone healthy and our school fully open in the run up to Christmas. We will share 
updates from the South West and Local Authority advisors as soon as we receive them. 
Thank you for your help in keeping our community as safe as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Moore 
Headteacher 
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