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26th February, 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 22nd February, I am delighted to be able to 
welcome all children back to school on Monday, 8th March. 
 
The children have been magnificent. Staff have been amazed with their level of 
engagement, their enthusiasm for their work and their determination to make the best of a 
difficult situation. They have shown resilience, resourcefulness and aspiration, and I am 
incredibly proud of each and every child. I also wish to thank you: your efforts in 
supporting, encouraging and guiding your children in their school work has been 
monumental, especially with everything else that needed juggling too! 
 
Upon returning to school, our first priority will be to support children’s emotional health 
and mental wellbeing. This will mean learning and playing together – outside if the weather 
is kind enough – through group work and personal, social and health education sessions. 
Children will be provided with opportunities to engage and interact with their peers 
through projects, discussions and outdoor learning, and there will be no devices used for at 
least the first two weeks!  Gaps in children’s learning since Christmas will be identified 
through informal assessments (e.g. not written tests) and teachers will plan their lessons 
based on this information. To support this provision, we have used the ‘Covid Catch-Up 
Funding’ you may have read about (Sherborne received £4,250) to employ a Pupil and 
Parent Support Advisor (her name is Rowena Rapley), implemented a Mathematics 
intervention programme and invested in phonics training and new early reading books. 
 
Updated guidance has been sent to schools today. The school will run much the same as 
before Christmas. This means that we will continue to keep each class separate at break 
and lunch times, continue to operate staggered start and end times to the school day for 
each class and continue to ask parents and carers to socially distance at these times. 
 
Minor changes affecting the school are: 
 

1. Staff who are unable to keep two metres away from another adult should wear a 
face mask 

2. Breakfast Club and After School Club must only be used by children whose parents or 
carers rely on this provision for work, seeking work, undertaking education or 
training, or attending a medical appointment or support group. 
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3. Children must not attend school for 10 full days if they or a member of their 
household, or a member of their support bubble or childcare bubble, have 
coronavirus or any of the symptoms: 
 
a) high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do 

not need to measure your temperature 
b) new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
c) loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you 

cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 

A reminder of drop-off and pick-up times: 
 

Class Drop-off Time Pick-up Time 

Hedgehog 

8:45am-8:50am 
Children line up with their parent/carer 
by the hedge running alongside the road 
and will be collected by their teacher at 
8:50am 

3:00pm-3:05pm 
Parents/carers wait by the hedge 
running alongside the road. The teacher 
will bring the children to the lower gate 
of the main playground for collection. 

Fox 

8:50am-8:55am 
Children line up with their parent/carer 
by the hedge running alongside the road 
and will be collected by their teacher at 
8:55am 

3:05pm-3:10pm 
Parents/carers wait by the hedge 
running alongside the road. The teacher 
will bring the children to the top of the 
main playground for collection. 

Owl 

8:55am-9:00am 
Children line up by the hedge running 
alongside the road and will be collected 
by their teacher at 9:00am 

3:10pm-3:15pm 
Parents/carers wait by the hedge 
running alongside the road. The teacher 
will bring the children to the lower gate 
of the main playground for collection. 

 
The national Key Stage 1 and 2 tests (commonly referred to as ‘SATs’) have been cancelled 
this year, as has the Year 1 Phonics Screening Test. 
 
With the commitment of there being no more national closures of schools and the potential 
lifting of all restrictions from 21st June, we are hopeful that in addition to supporting 
children’s emotional health and academic successes, we may also be able to bring the 
whole school community back together again before the end of the academic year. We all 
very much look forward to that day. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Moore 
Headteacher 


