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Sherborne - For LIFE! 

At Sherborne CofE Primary School, all stakeholders are expected to know and promote the school’s 

aims and ethos. Our motto, Sherborne – For LIFE!, represents these aims and provides a reminder of 

our core purpose: 

Our school nurtures a Love of Learning 

Our school promotes Independence and Individuality 

Our school is Fun and children leave with a sense of 
Fulfilment 

Our school expects Excellence from pupils and staff, and 
Enjoyment fills every classroom 

The school’s motto is taken from John 10:10, where Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full.” We believe that having life to the full means that children receive an excellent, 

broad and balanced learning journey which recognises the importance of good mental and physical 

health. The school is clear that all children are unique, with different talents and learning needs. Each 

child is valued equally as a part of the school community. 

All pupils, both current and past, will always be welcome at the school. Once a Sherborne pupil, 

children are Sherborne – For LIFE! 
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This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about 

what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain 

at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section of 

this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home  

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, 

while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day 
or two of pupils being sent home? 

Within 24 hours of a child needing to be educated at home, the class teacher will have set work on 

the school’s learning platforms, CENTURY and Google Classroom. The school administrator will 

ensure that the child’s parents or carers have login details to the platform, in addition to any other 

online learning platforms the school may subscribe to, for example Times Table Rock Stars and 

Tinkercad. The school administrator will also check to ensure that the child is able to access the 

platform and will arrange for the loan of a school device if necessary. 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly 
the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?  

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. 
However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, where a 
sequence of lessons require children to have access to resources commonly found in school but not 
the home (e.g. some design and technology resources such as saws and drills; art materials such as 
clay; science resources for practical experiments etc), the children may not be able to access these 
areas of learning. In this instance, the class teacher will need to adjust their planning accordingly. 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?  

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils 

broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Children in Reception An average of 15 hours of teaching and learning each 

week, comprising mainly practical tasks 

Children in Years 1 and 2 An average of 15 hours of teaching and learning each week 

Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 An average of 20 hours of teaching and learning each week 
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?  

The school uses the learning platform CENTURY and Google Classroom to set, share and assess 

learning for our children. The platforms can be accessed here: 

https://app.CENTURY.tech/login/  

https://edu.google.com/intl/en_uk/products/classroom/ 

Children in Years 2-6 use the platform Times Table Rockstars to learn and practise times table and 

division facts. This platform can be accessed here: https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth 

Children in Years 5 and 6 use the platform Tinkercad to create 3D models and designs. This platform 

can be accessed here www.tinkercad.com 

Should you child be unable to access either platform, please contact the school administrator at 

admin@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk 

If my child does not have digital  access at home, how will you support them to 
access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have access to a device at home in order for them to 

complete their online learning. Where this is the case, the school administrator will arrange for the 

child to borrow an iPad, laptop or Chromebook depending on what they are familiar with using in 

class. 

How will my child be taught remotely?  

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

 recorded teaching by the class teacher, including audio recordings 

 recorded lessons from other providers (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons) 

 commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 

including video clips or sequences 

 long-term project work and/or internet research activities (as per the schools full opening 

guidance, schools full opening guidance, schools are expected to avoid an over-reliance on 

these approaches) 

 phonics and spelling sessions at least four times a week 

 story time at least four days a week 

 school assembly at least once a week 

 live class meetings at least once a week 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we 
as parents and carers should provide at home? 

Children are expected to engage with remote education in much the same way as they would when 

attending school. Work set should be completed in an orderly and timely manner, and parents and 

carers should monitor their child’s account to ensure that they keeping up to date with the work set. 

https://app.century.tech/login/
https://edu.google.com/intl/en_uk/products/classroom/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth
http://www.tinkercad.com/
mailto:admin@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk
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From the first lockdown in March 2020, the school learned that home-learning tasks took children far 

longer to complete than expected, so a ‘catch-up’ day will be provided each Friday to help children 

complete any unfinished pieces of work.  

Depending on the age of the child, parents and carers may need to help with logging into the 

platforms and accessing the tasks. However, the school recognises that many parents and carers are 

working from home and so the tasks have been designed so that the children can work increasingly 

independently. This is particularly true of the older children at the school.  

Where a child experiences a particular difficulty with a task, parents and carers may email the class 

teacher using the following email address: 

hedgehog@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk 

fox@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk 

owl@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I 
be informed if there are concerns? 

The class teacher will oversee all the work they set and is responsible for its assessment (see below). 

Where there are concerns that a child is not engaging regularly in the tasks set, or where the 

standard of the completed work is below that normally accepted in the classroom, the class teacher 

will contact the child and the parent or carer to make them aware of their concerns. Should this be 

necessary on more than three occasions, the Deputy Headteacher will contact the parent or carer to 

discuss the matter further. Where there is still no improvement after being contacted twice by the 

Deputy Headteacher, the matter will be escalated to the Headteacher.  

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?  

Feedback will take place via the CENTURY and Google Classroom platform. Teachers may choose 

to give feedback in one of the following ways: 

1. A recorded video 

2. A recorded audio file 

3. Written feedback 

4. Directed support, e.g. through a presentation, resource or scaffold. 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs  

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 
adults at home to access remote education?  

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. 

We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers 

to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 Through providing tasks which are ‘low threshold, high ceiling’ so that all children may access 

the task 

mailto:hedgehog@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:fox@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:owl@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk
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 Through providing additional resources to help scaffold the task 

 Through providing more practical tasks for children in Reception and Year 1 

 Through providing clear and concise modelling and instructions 

 Through providing all parents and carers with the class teacher’s email address 

 Through contacting families whose children are on the school’s SEND register on a weekly 

basis  

 Through providing places at the school for any child with an EHCP 

Remote education for self -isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how 

remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the 

challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self -isolating, how will their remote 
education differ from the approaches described above?  

If a child is ill, they will not be set work to complete at home. They need time to recuperate so they 

can get better and attend school again. 

Where a child is self-isolating because someone in their household has symptoms of Covid-19, work 

should be completed online at home. The child should continue to read regularly and use Times 

Tables Rock Stars if they are in Year 2 or above.  

Within 24 hours, the class teacher will have adjusted the activities so far as possible so that the child 

may undertake work similar to that being undertaken by the rest of the class. However, it is 

impossible for the teacher to provide the same level of detail for learning in the school environment 

and the home environment at the same time. It may be the case therefore that some activities 

planned of the classroom cannot take place in the home. For this reason, children may be directed to 

learning websites and pre-recorded materials from other providers in order to ensure that children 

who are self-isolating are able to continue with their learning. It is the responsibility of the class 

teacher to ensure that any materials provided for home learning are relevant to the child, age-

appropriate and linked to what their rest of the class are learning in school. 

 


