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19th January, 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I trust you are all keeping well and have been able to ‘juggle things around’ in response to the 
latest national lockdown. I also hope that your child is enjoying the online lessons being 
created for them, even if this feels very different from what they would normally receive in 
school. 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to write to provide some answers to a few frequently asked 
questions from parents and cares which I have been made aware of. As you can see from the 
range of questions, all our families are facing different ‘experiences’ during the lockdown 
period and we are doing our best to meet the needs of each child. 
 
Q.  Will the school be providing any ‘live’ lessons? 
A. There is no expectation for schools to provide live lessons. When the school looked into 

whether or not to provide ‘live’ lessons at this time, it was decided that there were too 
many potential risks to children, parents and staff. To illustrate this point, the following 
have all been experienced in other local schools who are currently providing live lessons: 

 
1. Children not logging in at the right time and missing the lesson 
2. Children having technical difficulties and missing the lesson 
3. Children with siblings in other year groups or schools needing to use the device at the 

same time and missing the lesson 
4. Lessons being recorded by children and uploaded to YouTube or similar 
5. Inappropriate language in the background picked up on the device’s microphone 
6. Inappropriately dressed adults and other household members in the background 
7. Inappropriate messages sent in ‘chat’ facilities  
8. Parents and carers interrupting lessons and being abusive towards staff 

 
Q. Why hasn’t my child been set any work today? 
A. The feedback the school received after the first lockdown was that for the vast majority of 

children, the work received was too much and this led to them feeling overwhelmed and 
unmotivated. To try to address this issue, we have built in a ‘catch up’ day each Friday for 
each class. Teachers are still working on these days, planning, providing feedback and 
responding to messages sent via the class email address. On these days, children should 
still be reading, practising the times tables (if they are in Years 2-6), working on their 
Maths Passports and practising their spellings. 
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 In addition, teachers are contractually entitled to Planning, Preparation and Assessment 
Time, often referred to as PPA. This works out at about half a day a week. To allow for 
this, teachers have been given one PPA day each fortnight: Fox and Owl Class take 
place on Monday and Hedgehog Class on Tuesday. No new work will be set on these 
days but children should spend the time catching up on any outstanding pieces of work, 
reading, practising the times tables, working on their Maths Passport targets and 
practising their spellings. If all this has been completed, children should visit their class 
page on the school website to access additional learning activities. 

 
Q.  Can my child attend school? 
A. Like in the previous lockdown, the children currently attending school are those where at 

least one of their parents or carers are key workers, or where a child might be 
‘vulnerable’. The list of key workers can be found by clicking here 

 
Q.  Can my child have more work? 
A. The school has tried to create a balance between supporting children’s wellbeing and 

supporting their learning. From the feedback during and after the first closure of schools, it 
was found that too many children were struggling with the volume of work and many 
found it impossible to catch up once they were behind. However, if your child has 
completed all the set work to the best of their ability, completed their reading, times table, 
Maths Passport and spelling practice, then they should visit their class page on the school 
website where they will find a range of tasks and activities to do. Additionally, the Remote 
Learning Policy contains an annex of links to various learning activities online. 

 
Q.  Can my child have less work? 
A. The work provided has been planned to meet national expectations regarding remote 

learning. It is important that children engage in this way of learning so that they continue 
their education, do not ‘unlearn’ what they already know and maintain structure to their 
education. Fitting everything in can be challenging for some children, so the ‘catch-up 
day’ on Fridays should help alleviate this. If your child is struggling with the amount of 
work set, please contact the class teacher using the class email address. 

 
Q. When will schools be able to re-open? 
A.  As with the previous closure of schools, there are many return dates being speculated 

upon by some areas of the press and social media. At present, schools have had no 
indication as to when the current lockdown may be lifted. 

 
The school is always looking at ways of developing its practice and procedures to benefit its 
children. Should there be a need to change our online provision, we will of course adjust the 
work set accordingly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
John Moore 
Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

