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4th January, 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

School Closure 
 
As I am sure you have seen, schools have once again been told to close in order to slow the 
spread of Covid-19. Sherborne CofE Primary School is now closed to pupils. Please feel free 
to scrap the letter sent earlier today.  
 
As per the school’s Remote Learning Policy sent to parents in October, tomorrow will be a 
planning day for staff in order for them to begin to populate the CENTURY platform, adjust 
their termly planning to allow for online learning and to allow for devices and passwords to 
be sent out. Children can still access Times Table Rock Stars, a host of online learning sites 
and read of course in the meantime! 
 
We have listened to feedback from parents and carers about the amount of work set during 
the lockdown in March, and we have scaled back our expectation of the number of pieces 
children are given. In essence, each Friday has been set aside as a ‘catch up’ day to ensure 
that children do not feel overwhelmed or feel that they are falling behind. In addition, 
each teacher will receive a planning day each fortnight. 
 
The CENTURY platform allows teachers to create and record lessons, set work and mark 
their class’s work. It is a fantastic resource but it neither replaces the daily contact 
between the child and their teacher nor that between the child and their peers. This ‘live’ 
contact was missed by many of our children during the first lockdown and tomorrow, staff 
will discuss how we might be able to provide ‘safe spaces’ so that children can ‘meet’ with 
each other in a supervised environment. 
 
As before, we will be lending laptops and iPads to any child who needs a device to access 
online learning. Should you wish for your child to borrow one, please contact Mrs Parker at 
admin@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk  
 
Starting on Tuesday, 5th January, Miss Denmead will be running the Key Worker group from 
8am to 4:30pm each day. Should you believe your child to be eligible to attend this group, 
please email Mrs Parker at admin@sherborne.gloucs.sch.uk at your earliest convenience. 
Parents wishing to use this service tomorrow are asked to send their children in as late as 
possible to allow us time to set up the classroom. 
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In summary: 
 

1. The school is now closed. 
2. The Key Worker bubble is open from Tuesday, 5th January 
3. Online work will be set from Wednesday, 6th January via CENTURY. 

 
All usernames, passwords and links will be sent to parents and carers tomorrow, and the 
class email account will be in use once again from Wednesday. 
 
We are hopeful that this lockdown will not last for too long. In the meantime, please be 
assured that my team and I will do everything we can to ensure that your child’s learning 
and wellbeing remains our highest priority. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Moore 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


