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LGBT
Key Events

Fighting for lesbian, 
Gay, Bi and Trans equality 

L G B T C O L L E C T I V E R E V O L U T I O N . C O . U K

Roberta Cowell is the first known

British Trans woman to undergo

reassignment surgery and have her

birth certificate changed.

 

London Gay Liberation Front (GLF) is

established in the UK. It is based on a

parallel movement in the US.

 

The Minorities Research Group becomes

the UK’s first lesbian social and political

organisation.

 1967
The Sexual Offences Act 1967

decriminalises sex between two men

over 21 in private. This did not extend

to the Merchant Navy or the Armed

Forces.

 

 

1969
 The Stonewall riots in America - a series of

demonstrations by members of the LGBT

community against a police raid on the

Stonewall Inn, Manhattan. This key event

triggered the modern LGBT liberation

movement.

 

 

1972
 The first Pride is held in London, attracting

approximately 2,000 people.

 

 1974
 London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard, a

London-based information and support

helpline, is established.

 

 

 

1977
 A Bill to reduce the age of consent to 18 is

defeated in the UK House of Lords.

1981
 AThe first UK case of AIDS was recorded

when a 49-year-old man was admitted to

Brompton Hospital in London. He died ten

days later.

 

1983
 Gay men were asked not to give blood

due to the Aids crises. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1967/60/pdfs/ukpga_19670060_en.pdf
https://thestonewallinnnyc.com/the-stonewall-inn-story/2017/4/4/ntmsg5ni7iixxdjimmg16hz6dvsi4v
http://prideinlondon.org/
http://switchboard.lgbt/


1988
 

1984

1986

L G B T C O L L E C T I V E R E V O L U T I O N . C O . U K

Lesbians and Gays Support the

Miners campaign is launched in of

support of workers in the miners’

strikes in 1984 and 1985.

 

Denmark becomes the first country in

the world to give legal recognition to

same-sex partnerships.

 

 

Mark Rees, a trans-man, brings a case to

the European Court of Human Rights,

stating that UK law prevented him from

gaining legal status recognising him as

male. The case was lost but the court

noted the seriousness of the issues facing

trans people.

 

 1987
The International Foundation for

Gender Education (IFGE) is founded to

promote acceptance for transgender

people.

 

 

1988
 TUK Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher,

introduces Section 28 of the Local

Government Act 1988. The Act states that

a local authority "shall not intentionally

promote homosexuality or publish material

with the intention of promoting

homosexuality" or "promote the teaching

in any maintained school of the

acceptability of homosexuality as a

pretended family relationship".

 

 

 

1990
 

The first Pride is held in London, attracting

approximately 2,000 people.

 

 

1989
 

Stonewall UK is formed in response to

Section 28 and other barriers to equality. 

 

ACandlelit vigil is held in London after five

gay men are murdered within months of

each other. This leads to the formation of

OutRage, who call for police to start

protecting gay and bi men instead of

arresting them.

 

1990
 Lesbian and gay police officers established

the UK’s Lesbian and Gay Police Association.

 

 

British serial killer, Colin Ireland, is

convicted of killing five gay men. He is

sentenced to life in prison.

 

1992
 World Health Organisation declassifies

same-sex attraction as a mental illness.

 

Mermaids is founded by a group of

parents brought together by their

children’s longstanding gender issues.

 

1993
 

1995
 

1997
 UK Government recognises same-sex

partners for immigration purposes.

 

 

http://www.ifge.org/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/9/section/28
http://prideinlondon.org/
http://switchboard.lgbt/
http://switchboard.lgbt/
http://outrage.org.uk/
http://mermaidsuk.org.uk/


2004
 

1998

2000

L G B T C O L L E C T I V E R E V O L U T I O N . C O . U K

The House of Commons votes to

lower the age of consent for same-

sex relations between men to 16 in

England. However, a month later the

House of Lords defeats the clause.

 

The UK Government lifts the ban on

lesbians, gay men and bi people serving

in the armed forces.

 

2003
Employment Equality (Sexual

Orientation) Regulations becomes law

in the UK, making it illegal to

discriminate against lesbians, gay and

bi people in the workplace.

 

 

 

2003
 

Section 28 is repealed in England, Wales

and Northern Ireland, lifting the ban on

local authorities from ‘the teaching in any

maintained school of the acceptability of

homosexuality’.

 

 

2005
 

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 is passed,

granting civil partnership in the United

Kingdom. The Act gives same-sex couples

the same rights and responsibilities as

married straight couples in England,

Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.

 

 

 
2004

 
The Gender Recognition Act 2004 is

passed giving trans people full legal

recognition in their appropriate gender.

The Act allows trans people to acquire a

new birth certificate, although gender

options are still limited to ‘male’ or

‘female’.

 

Section 146 of the Criminal Justice Act

2003 empowers UK courts to impose

tougher sentences for offences

aggravated or motivated by the victim’s

sexual orientation, or their presumed

sexual orientation.

 

 

The Equality Act (Sexual Orientation)

Regulations 2007 outlawed the

discrimination in the provision of goods,

facilities, services, education and public

functions on the grounds of sexual

orientation.

 

2005
 The Adoption and Children Act 2002

comes into force allowing unmarried

couples, including same-sex couples, to

apply for joint adoption.

 

 

2007
 

2010
 The Equality Act 2010 officially adds

gender reassignment as a protected

characteristic. 

 

 

2001
 Same sex was reduced to 16, equal to

that of straight people.  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2003/1661/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/33/contents
http://switchboard.lgbt/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/44/section/146
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1263/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/38/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/7


2012

2013

2018

L G B T C O L L E C T I V E R E V O L U T I O N . C O . U K

Explicit reference to homophobic

bullying in schools is introduced into

Ofsted’s inspection framework in the UK.

 

 
Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act is

passed in England and Wales.

 

 

2016
 

49 people are killed and 53 people injured

after a gunman opens fire in the LGBT

nightclub Pulse, in Orlando. London and

other major cities across the world hold

vigils to show solidarity with the victims.

 

 

The UK Government announces that it will

bring forward proposals to ban

conversion therapy at the legislative level.

 

2021
 The UK census includes questions on

gender identity and sexual orientation for

the first time, meaning that data can be

gathered on the numbers of LGBT people

across the country.

 

 2021
 The Adoption and Children Act 2002

comes into force allowing unmarried

couples, including same-sex couples, to

apply for joint adoption.

 

 

2014
The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act

2013 officially comes into force, with

the first same-sex marriages in

England and Wales taking place on 29

March 2014.

 

 

2022
 

There is a call to delay talks about

banning Conversion therapy in the UK 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413234/No_place_for_bullying.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/30/contents/enacted/data.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-us-canada-36510172
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-36520754
http://switchboard.lgbt/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/38/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/30/contents/enacted/data.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26793127

