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The Baptism of the Lord, Sunday 12th January 2020 
 

 

The Baptism of Christ by Giotto di Bondone 
 

Scriptures for the Baptism of the Lord, Year A, the Year of Matthew  

The Mass Proper for this solemnity is on page 118 of the Parish Mass Book. Prayer of the Church Week 1 
 

In the first reading we are given a portrait of a true servant of God. It is something realised perfectly in Christ and 

something to which his followers ought to aspire. (Isaiah 42:1-4.6-7)  
 

This reading refers to the baptism of Jesus and is an example of early Christian preaching to non-Jews.  

(Acts 10:34-38)   
 

At his baptism the true identity of Jesus is revealed  

and he is given the power for the mission that he is about to begin.  (Matthew 3:13-17)  
 

 

 

Naomi Musasa was baptised at Saturday Evening Mass St Michael’s last weekend. 
 

At our own baptism we, with our family & godparents speaking for us, promise: to reject sin so as to live in the 

freedom of God’s children, to reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin, to reject Satan, father of 

sin and prince of darkness to believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, to believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the 

dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, to believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
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Saturday 11th January, Liturgy of the day 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Betty Fellows RIP 
 

Sunday 12th January, The Baptism of the Lord 

10 am Mass Linda Smith’s intentions 
 

Monday 13th January 

The beginning of Ordinary Time 

10 am Mass for our seminarians 
 

Tuesday 14th January, Feria 

9.15 am Mothers’ Prayers Kathy Collins, 07899 788146 

10 am Mass for the priest’s intentions 
 

Wednesday 15th January, Feria 

10 am Mass Miguel Angel Sanchez-Rios RIP 

10.30 am – 2.30 pm Adoration 

7.30 pm Lectio Divina J Salvesen-Sawh, 07846 563935 
 

Thursday 16th January, Feria 
 

Friday 17th January, St Anthony of Egypt 

1.45 pm Mass at Oaklands School Chapel 
 

Saturday 18th January, Feria 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Greta Powderly RIP anniversary 

Christian Unity Octave of Prayer begins today. 
 

19th January, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A Day of Prayer for Peace 

10 am Mass for the people 

Canon Gerard visits our seminarians in Shrewsbury 

from 19th - 21st January. 
 

Ambrose Chou, a second year seminarian for our 

Diocese at St Mary’s College, Oscott is visiting the 

Parish for three weeks. Ambrose speaks at our Masses 

today about his sense of vocation. Please keep him, 

and all of our seminarians, in your prayers. 
 

Please pray in this Year of God’s Word 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we beg you to change us, to 

convert us and to make us holy. Fill us with a deeper 

faith, hope and love for you. Send into our hearts the 

cleansing fire of the Holy Spirit and powerfully renew 

all the clergy and laity of our Diocese. Unite us in love 

and respect for one another and unify us as your one, 

holy people. Grant us a new passion and zeal for the 

Catholic Faith, for mission, outreach and service. Help 

us to proclaim your Gospel generously to the poor and 

needy that many more souls may be saved by finding 

their way to you in your Church. May Mary Immaculate 

help us. May St Edmund of Abingdon and Blessed Pier 

Giorgio Frassati pray for us. Amen. 

 

 

A vocation prayer Lord, I know you love me and have 

great plans for me. But sometimes I am overwhelmed 

by the thought of my future. Show me how to walk 

forward one day at a time. May I take heart while I 

search openly for what it is you want me to do with my 

life. Inspire in me wisdom and understanding to see 

your vision for my life and respond with openness to 

whatever you call me to be. Show me your way Lord!  

St John Vianney, Patron of Priests; pray for us. 
 

The Catholic Grandparents Association  

meet at 10 am on the second Tuesday of the  month 

at St Michael’s. Come and join us for coffee, the 

rosary and prayer for any particular intentions that 

are brought forward. We share, in confidence, any 

concerns we may have about children and 

grandchildren. Newcomers are always welcome! 
 

The Great Story of Jesus 

An Ananias Retreat  

at St Michael and All Angels 

Saturday 8th February 10 am to 4 pm  

We invite everyone, new to Christianity or longer-term, 

to a day which gives you time out from everyday busy 

life and a chance to respond to Jesus’s invitation for 

each of us to encounter Him personally.  The retreat 

presents the story of Salvation from Creation to Jesus’s 

death and resurrection and gives you opportunities to 

make a personal response to Our Lord.  The day 

provides an opportunity to look at your own life in the 

light of the presence and action of God.    Please bring 

a packed lunch and book your place, @ £10, by 

contacting: leighpark@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Louise 

Metherall RIP who died on Wednesday, having been 

baptised, confirmed and given Holy Communion for 

the first of several occasions just three weeks 

previously. Please also pray for all who are bereaved, 

sick or in distress and for all who work to support 

patients in the Rowans Hospice, where Louise died. 
 

Tea and Chat Group meet on Thursday 30th January 

at 2 pm with tea and cakes a speciality. Come along 

and meet up with friends. All are very welcome!  
 

Canon Gerard edits our newsletter a week in advance 

and welcomes items at: 

gerardflynn@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

If you wish to receive this newsletter by email please 

ask for this at leighpark@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Collection Thank you for your donations of £744.30 

last weekend and for your purchase of unwanted 

Christmas gifts. There will be a further sale towards the 

end of the month. 
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