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View from the Chair 

Our esteemed Chairman, 

Wicketkeeper- Batsman & 

Groundsman, Dr Richard Webster, 

offers his musings on cricket and life. 

Unlike the opening sentence to my 

last view from the chair I am happy to 

report that the current view is of a 

sunny and dry Recreation Ground. 

With the season in full swing and 

most players enjoying some success 

this season it is good to report that 

the club continues to flourish. The 

youth cricket on a Saturday continues 

to be a success and with two 

additional qualified coaches the 

range of activities has increased.  The 

new equipment is being put to good 

use and our mobile net continues to 

be well used.  Our next major project 

will be the purchase of a heavy roller 

but in order for this to happen we 

need to find a suitable storage area 

on the Rec. (Note to the committee 

my garage is not an option!!). 

It has been encouraging to see a 

number of our youth cricketers 

involved in our adult games on 

Sundays. We are always looking to 

bring on the next generation as none 

of us is getting any younger. It is also 

good to have players competing for 

their place as this adds the need to 

prove one is worthy of a place in the 

team (cheek, tongue, in - rearrange 

as appropriate). 

The only downside so far this year 

has been the condition of the 

ground. Despite best efforts it is not 

playing as well as previous years, 

hence the need for a roller and 

water to the square. Still it has not 

proved to be dangerous and most 

players have enjoyed their time at 

the crease.  The odd ball has kept 

low, you just need to know how to 

deal with it – front foot, front foot, 

front foot is the mantra to repeat 

until it is ingrained. 

The only other downside, if I am 

permitted two onlys, has been the 

recent attempted break in at the 

youth hut which means we 

struggled to get in one week as the 

lock was broken.  

Home game again this weekend so I 

best go and put my groundsman’s 

hat on and start prepping the 

wicket. A big thank you to everyone 

involved in the club for keeping it 

growing. Long may this continue. 

Richard 

Chairman Shepherdswell Cricket 

Club 

If any is interested in contributing 

to this quarterly publication (in the 

form of anecdotes, columns or 

worthy new items please email the 

club at 

shepherdswellcc@btinternet.com 

 

On the Field 
The start of the season has seen a 
mixed bag from our Senior XI. So far 
5 games out of 8 have seen 
victories for The ‘Well. Hopefully 
this will improve as the season 
continues. 
28.04.19 Shepheredswell CC beat 
Whitstable Labour Club by 69 runs. 
MOTM: A. Bardsley (79) 
05. 05.19 Walmer CC beat 
Shepherdswell CC by 79 runs. 
MOTM: D. James (1-16) 
12.05.19 Shepherdswell CC beat St. 
Margaret’s Cosmopolitan CC by 60 
runs. 
MOTM: O.Barton- Hodges (5-20) 
19.05.19 Shepherdswell CC beat 
Deal Vics CC by 74 runs. 
MOTM: B. Spurgeon (76) 
26.05.19 East Langdon CC beat 
Shepherdswell CC by 122 runs. 
MOTM: D. Woodruff (0-29) 
02.06.19 New Romney CC beat 
Shepherdswell by 2 wickets. 
MOTM: B. Spurgeon (66*) 
09.06.19 Shepherdswell CC beat St. 
Margaret’s Cosmopolitan CC by 9 
wickets. 
MOTM: W. Wilkinson (2-25) 
17.06.19 Shepherdswell CC beat 
The Three Horseshoes by 1 wicket.  
MOTM: R. Skues (43)  
 
Our Saturday morning Youth 
Coaching Sessions continue to be 
well attended. Average attendances 
have been between 15 and 20 
players, with a dedicated hardball 
and softball session being offered 
weekly. Membership and session 
attendance has grown from last 
season, which is great to see. 
Thanks to all parents and 
volunteers for their support.  



 

Fundraising 

Over the winter months. the club 
registered with Dover District 
Council's Community Lottery Scheme. 
Tickets are available at a cost £1, of 
which the club receives 50%. There a 
wide range of excellent prizes 
available, if your ticket features the 
lucky numbers! Draws continue to 
happen weekly so it's definitely not 
too late to get involved! Please follow 
the link below to purchase tickets 
and support the club and Dover 
community! 
https://www.doverlotto.com/suppo
…/shepherdswell-cricket-club 

 

An incredibly "easy" way to support 
the club is to register with 
Easyfundraising (for more details 
please watch this clip 
https://youtu.be/Sn2dsQGAe_w ). 
The club have currently raised almost 
£60 through this means, it is 
completely free to use! All monies 
raised through Easyfundraising will 
be spent on purchasing coaching 
equipment for our Youth Coaching 
Sessions. Follow the link below to 
find out more and sign up! 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
…/shepherdswellcricketc…/ 

Join our Club 
It is never too late in the season to 
join our club. Our Youth Coaching 
sessions are continuing at the Rec 
every Satruday (from 10-11:30 for 
boys and girls aged 6+).  We are 
always happy to welcome additional 
senior members too! We net weekly 
at the Rec, with adults fixtures on 
Sunday afternoons. Please get in 
touch if you are interested. 

 

 

Platinum Duck 

A View from the non-striker’s end. 

Our erstwhile, 2018 Man of the 

Season, Dmitri Lugthart, reflects on 

the nature of LBW decisions in the 

second of our regular columns. 

“Hoooowizzzzzaaaatt”, a sound 
nearly as English as the thud of 
leather against willow. This 
demand, impassioned cri de coeur,  
the cricketer’s primal scream, 
usually follows the thud of leather 
against whatever it is pads are 
made of these days. This scream is 
then followed by a gentle shake of  
the head, a whimsical chuckle or, 
very occasionally, the holy grail of 
Sunday cricket, an LBW decision 
given by the opposition umpire. 

LBW, leg before wicket, although it 
doesn’t have to be your leg, is the 
offside rule of cricket. It is fraught 
with ums, ers and going down leg. 

The first rule of LBW is that you 
can’t be out if you have hit it first, 
unless you are Paddy, then it’s just 
out anyway, well it is your umpire 
so no real grounds for complaint, 
even if the appeal could have been 
withdrawn, but we didn’t because it 
was you and we were all finding it 
too funny, even if you weren’t. So 
even the finest of tickles rules out 
LBW (as opposed to the thick edge 
of Paddy’s bat, which doesn’t 
count). 

Obviously, the ball has to be 
forecast by the umpire to be hitting 
the stumps. Our regular umpire has 
issues actually seeing the other end, 
and this is a situation not restricted 
to our club, I can guarantee you. 
Guesswork is forbidden in an LBW 
decision, so his decision is invariably 
not out, unless you’ve had the 
temerity to signal a wide against 
him earlier, in which case you may 
as well walk. 

 

 

 

The ball has to strike the batsman “in 
line”, so between the stumps. 
Anybody bowling around the wicket, 
should pretty much be precluded 
from getting an LBW unless it strikes 
on the full, 3 inches in front of the 
stumps, or you can turn the ball, 
which rules anyone from our club 
out. This means that planting a big 
front foot half way down the track 
should make it impossible to be given 
out LBW, shouldn’t it, Paul? Not that 
I’m bitter… It also makes it very easy 
to utter the stock phrase, “Ooh, just 
sliding down leg”. That said, if there is 
any doubt, it should be “not out” 
anyway. Just saying. 

LBW is a divisive and subjective thing. 
When you are bowling, it is always 
out and you can’t understand how it 
isn’t out and clearly the umpire 
doesn’t know the rules, whereas the 
precious batsman will always declare 
how they don’t understand how it is 
out, and clearly the umpire doesn’t 
know the rules. 

All you have to do now is spread the 
word to a non-cricketer of how 
simple the LBW rule is. 

Ambition Sports 
At the end of last season, the club 

arranged a new kit package with 

Ambition Sports. The new range 

includes the Surridge range of 

Whites, the expanded Blade range of 

training wear (including hoodies, tee-

shirts, polo-shirts and performance 

tops) and, most importantly, the new 

range features JUNIOR SIZES too. 

Please follow the link below to 

browse and 

purchase!http://www.ambitionsport.

com/cricket-clubs-shepherdswell-cr… 
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