2021 West Midlands
Mayoral Election

Active Travel Pledges For The Next
Mayor of the West Midlands

Realising The Potential of The West Midlands
There couldn’t be a bigger challenge for the next Mayor of the West Midlands: to lead the region’s recovery after one
of the biggest public health emergencies in our modern history.
Since early 2020, global cities have rapidly reallocated road space to enable active travel because of reduced
capacity on public transport and to meet the demand of people who discovered cycling since the ﬁrst lockdown.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, enabling active travel has become an urgent policy requirement because of the
climate crisis, worsening air quality and an inactivity crisis, which is responsible for huge strain on the NHS and other
public services. More walking and cycling beneﬁts individuals, our communities and our local businesses.
The West Midlands has huge potential for active travel and embracing it will lead to a healthier, happier, better
connected and more prosperous region. 10% of residents cycle at least once a week; 30% don’t cycle but would like
to (Source: Sustrans Bike Life Report 2019). The majority say that cycle safety needs improving and, only with bold
action and commitment, will we reach our potential for active travel.
For too long, active travel has been seen as a “nice to have” in the UK, but the cards we’ve been dealt mean that the
recovery from COVID-19 depends on changing the way we live, work and travel. The time for change is now.

Let’s not go back to the old normal
Just 9% of Britons want life to return to 'normal' once lockdown is over with
people noticing signiﬁcant changes during the lockdown, including
cleaner air, more wildlife and stronger communities.
With cross-party support at national level for active travel, the next
administration has a unique opportunity to lead positive change and a
truly green recovery.
We have ﬁve asks of candidates that will make a big diﬀerence to walking
and cycling in the West Midlands.
We hope you share our ambition and are up for the challenge; our future
depends on it. These asks are supported by:

1. Pledge to meet the Government’s targets
to double levels of cycling by 2025 and for
50% of all journeys in West Midlands towns
and cities to be walked or cycled by 2030.

Pledge 1
The West Midlands needs to have bold and ambitious targets for active travel. The current
mode share of 1.7% in the region is reﬂective of the car dominance many West Midlands
towns and cities have experienced over the last several decades.
41% of trips made by car in the West Midlands are under two miles, easily cyclable. In
Birmingham alone, 25% of resident car journeys are under one mile, easily walkable for
many. According to Sustrans, 30% of people in the region said they’d get on their bikes if it
were safer, and 76% that they wanted more physically protected cycle lanes.
The Government has set ambitious targets for cycling and walking and our pledge asks the
next Mayor of the West Midlands to commit to these for the region, as well as creating a
robust and holistic plan to achieve it.

2. Only commit funding to projects that provide
high-quality active travel provision in line with
LTN1/20 guidance. This provision should be
assessed by an independent peer review board.
Work with LAs to fund and create a
comprehensive West Midlands LCWIP, updating
the current high level version. Future funding
should largely be allocated to achieve the LCWIPs.

Pledge 2
Currently, the WMCA and TfWM provide funding to local authority projects but do not, in
practice, ensure that these projects meet the needs of active travel.
We believe it should be a condition of funding, ensuring that all relevant new infrastructure
funded by the combined authority includes consideration for active travel which meets the
latest LTN 1/20 guidance. Furthermore, consideration should be given to whether funded
schemes meet the overall requirements of the declared climate emergency and bold active
travel targets.
In 2017, the government asked local authorities to create LCWIPs; several LAs in the region
do still not have one. Currently, TfWM has a high-level Local Cycling & Walking
Infrastructure Plan for the region but this lacks the level of detail that’s required for a
genuine cycle network. We ask the Mayor to provide the support and funding to create the
network plan our region needs.

3. Sign up to the Vision Zero ambition to
eliminate all deaths and serious injuries from
the streets of the West Midlands. Work with
local authorities to enable 20mph as the
default urban speed limit.

Pledge 3
Major cities around the world are taking a stand to end the toll of deaths and injury seen on
their roads and transport networks by committing to Vision Zero.
It should not be inevitable or acceptable that anyone should be killed or seriously injured
when travelling in the West Midlands region. We ask the next Mayor of the Midlands to
pledge to meet the aims of Vision Zero and, in line with London, commit that by 2041, all
deaths and serious injuries will be eliminated from our roads.
Lower speeds will help support these aims and we ask for your support in working with local
authorities to champion this as well as lobbying government to make 20mph the default
urban limit. We ask that the next Mayor of the West Midlands to ensure that WMCA-funded
schemes in urban areas are within 20mph zones as a condition of funding, in line with
Pledge 2.

4. Support the local implementation of active
neighbourhoods, enabling safe and more
active communities. Launch a
publicly-stated target and plan to reduce car
dependency in the West Midlands.

Pledge 4
Our communities have become pressure relief valves for a congested main road network,
driven by a lack of investment in sustainable choices such as public transport and active
travel. Reducing car dependency in the West Midlands region will take bold political
leadership and the need for honesty in what’s needed to achieve transport decarbonisation.
This will involve using our cars less.
Active neighbourhoods help reduce rat running and enable safe cycling and walking in local
areas. They foster the spirit of community and provide an environment for children to play
outside and for neighbours to socialise. We believe this is how our West Midlands
communities will thrive. We ask for public support of these measures, seen as mission
critical by many to achieve the active travel revolution required in the region.
To enable active travel and public transport as preferred options, we need to use our cars
less, even if they’re electric. We ask the next Mayor of the West Midlands to back a publicly
stated aim and build a plan to reduce car mileage of petrol, diesel and electric cars.

5. Appoint an Active Travel Commissioner to
lead the West Midlands cycling and walking
revolution; providing them with the political
support and funding to achieve real change.

Pledge 5
The UK’s most progressive cities and regions for active travel have Walking & Cycling
Commissioners; we think the West Midlands deserves the same.
An Active Travel Commissioner will deliver the Mayor’s active travel vision and work to instil
the importance of active travel across WMCA, TfWM, local authorities and local
communities.
The Commissioner will be a public leader for active travel in the region as well as
championing the region’s development nationally and internationally.
It is essential that the Commissioner is not a ceremonial appointment and has the full
support of the Mayor as well as overseeing the active travel budget to ensure quality control
of local authority-delivered schemes.

These asks are being coordinated by Adam Tranter, Bicycle
Mayor for Coventry. They are backed by Sustrans West
Midlands and other active travel organisations.

