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BACKGROUND 

 

Medical doctor, journalist, writer, and civil society leader1 Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu is one of 
Turkey’s leading human rights activists who, since 2003, has been making tireless efforts for the 
promotion of human rights and freedoms, the protection of the rights of minorities, and for the 
safeguarding of freedom of expression, democracy, and rule of law. 

In January 2017, Gergerlioğlu was summarily dismissed from his job by a decree-law as part of a 
massive purge of public sector workers following the failed military coup of July 2016. 

In June 2018 general election, Gergerlioğlu was elected as a member of parliament from the ranks 
of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) and became a member of the parliamentary Committee 
on Human Rights Inquiry. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCACY 

 

After his own dismissal from public service, Gergerlioğlu became a spokesperson for the Rights 
and Justice Platform, which was established in 2017 to be the voice of tens of thousands of 
dismissed public sector workers facing arbitrary and discriminatory practices in social, economic, 
and professional life2. He has also contributed to studies that examine the legal, political, and 
social impact of the state of emergency decree-laws for individuals and the society. 

As a member of parliament, he has raised a wide range of human rights issues in Turkey including 
the most pressing problems such as torture and ill-treatment in police custody and in prisons, 
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enforced disappearances and arbitrary removal of elected mayors in predominantly Kurdish 
provinces in violation of voters’ rights3. 

Gergerlioğlu has also spoken out against attacks on the right to peaceful demonstration and the 
freedom of expression and media; and he has stood up for the rights of Turkey’s ethnic and 
religious minorities. 

In December 2019, he was chosen as the “Person of the Year” by the Ahval news website for “his 
courageous and exemplary struggle in defense of human rights, rule of law, justice and democracy 
in Turkey; regardless of ideology, ethnicity, religion or gender.” 

In April 2020, he strongly condemned the discriminatory nature of the Turkish government’s 
Covid-19 early release law aimed at easing overcrowding in the country’s prisons, which excluded 
political prisoners on account of the trumped-up terrorism-related charges that led to their 
imprisonment4. 

 

STRIP-SEARCH CONTROVERSY AND THREATS 

 

Towards the end of 2020, Gergerlioğlu raised an allegation that 23 female university students had 
been subjected to strip-searches twice during their detention by the police in the province of Uşak, 
calling for an end to the systematic and unlawful use of the undignified and humiliating practice 
against political prisoners. 

Gergerlioğlu’s revelation prompted a ripple effect, unleashing wave of videos shot by several other 
women who told about their experiences with strip-searches in detention, causing a widespread 
controversy on Turkish social media. 

The debate around strip-searches apparently displeased the authorities as well as the ruling 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) officials. Özlem Zengin, the AKP’s parliamentary deputy 
group chair, accused Gergerlioğlu of “terrorizing” the parliament5 and Uşak police chief Mesut 
Gezer called him a “traitor and a blood shedder6.” 

Shortly afterwards, Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu accused Gergerlioğlu of being a “terrorist” 
and called on the judiciary to “do whatever is necessary about him7.” 
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EXPULSION, MALTREATMENT, AND IMPRISONMENT 

 

The government officials’ threats targeting Gergerlioğlu began to materialize in February 2021 
when Turkey’s Supreme Court of Appeals (Yargıtay) upheld a prison sentence of two years, six 
months, which was handed down to him on the charge of spreading terrorist propaganda, due to 
a 2016 social media post in which he had shared the link to a news report about the possibility of 
bringing a peaceful solution to the military conflict in Turkey’s predominantly Kurdish southeast. 
On March 17, the parliament expelled Gergerlioğlu on the grounds of the conviction8. 

Gergerlioğlu protested the decision and refused to leave parliament premises until his room was 
raided by the police on March 21 and he was forcibly removed9.  

On April 2, the police raided Gergerlioğlu’s house to detain him10. The raid was violent, with video 
footage that was widely circulated on social media showing a police officer physically assaulting 
Gergerlioğlu11. The officer turned out to be Abdülkadir Yılmaztürk, whose alleged torture and 
maltreatment of detainees was previously exposed by Gergerlioğlu himself12. 

Due to the violent police raid, Gergerlioğlu had to be hospitalized and underwent an angiogram 
in the early hours of the next day, after which he was put in intensive care due to his high blood 
pressure. His son announced that he was ultimately handcuffed and transferred from the hospital 
to Ankara’s Sincan Prison to serve his sentence. 
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