
Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are writing to inform you about the recent human rights violations in Turkish prisons, and the 
insensitivity of the authorities despite the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. We represent the 
Strasbourg-based human rights advocate association, ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour 
la défense des droits et des libertés. Some families of the victims who were imprisoned for 
terrorism allegations reached us and shared the documents and information they had to report the 
grievances of their relatives. We present these documents as attachments at the end of the report. 

Although the violations of human rights and judicial independence by the regime have been 
repeatedly reported by the EU and UN authorities, Article 1, Article 2, Article 3, Article 5, Article 
6, Article 7, Article 8, Article 9, Article 10, Article 11, Article 14, Article 17, totally twelve of the 
eighteen articles of the European Convention on Human Rights are still violated by the Turkish 
regime (Document 8). These violations have started aftermath of the July 2016 coup attempt: 
people were jailed, families were torn apart, and their fates were condemned to an unknown by the 
courts that were unfair and issued decisions according to the regime's orders.*  

In this context, the relatives of several prisoners in the Karabük T-type prison contacted us and 
shared their concerns about their relatives. T-type prisons are planned with a total capacity of 616 
people, including 72 rooms for 8 people, 8 rooms for 3 people, and 16 rooms for 1 person. 
According to the figures reported by the relatives of prisoners, 22 detainees stay in one ward.** In 
this case, it is understood that 22 people stay in the 8-person rooms, which are the largest. This 
information reflects the situation in only one of these wards, and as the prisoners testify, all 22 
people in the ward have tested positive for COVID-19. We have received the test results of five of 
these prisoners and sharing them with you (Document 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5-COVID19 test results). 

According to a circular note (Document 6, highlighted text) published by the Ministry of Justice, 
General Directorate of Prisons and Detention Centers on 06.01.2020, ‘in case of epidemic diseases 
in prisons, sick individuals should be separated from healthy individuals, and necessary 
precautions and treatments should be applied without any discrimination. The prisoners will be 
given the necessary hygiene materials and hot water for daily showers to ensure their hygiene’. 
However, the theoretical conditions laid down in official documents and websites do not apply in 
practice. The "prisoners" who do not even know why they are in prison are deprived of the simplest 
hygiene and treatment facilities.*** 

Furthermore, the General Directorate of Prisons and Detention Centers shares some details on their 
website about the measures against the COVID-19 outbreak in prisons. On the page ‘Covid-19 
Pandemic Process in Prisons and Detention Centers’, the abovementioned authority provides 
theoretically excellent and sound measures against COVID-19 (Document 9, highlighted text, 
Kovid-19 Pandemi Sürecinde Ceza İnfaz Kurumları, accessed on 07.12.2020). On this website 
(Article 4) we read that the Ministry has initiated a personnel isolation process in prisons starting 
from April 1, 2020. Totally 39,417 of the personnel were applied to a new shift system, and their 
isolations were ensured by not going to their homes after clock-out. The Ministry website says this 
personnel has stayed in state-affiliated student dormitories, Personnel Training Centers, Ministry 
and Public Guesthouses, or private areas established in prisons. The information continues as 



follows ‘Our staff who stayed in these places for 14 days were subjected to a test at the eXnd of 
the period, and those whose test result was negative continued to work in the prison for 14 days. 
Within the scope of the "Transition to New Normal" program, this measure was stretched as of 
June 10, and the method of "home isolation" was adopted. PCR tests are also applied in home 
isolation method, and our staff starts their work in the institution according to the test result.’ 

The realities in Karabük T-type prison reflect ‘alternative facts’ that are different from the provided 
information on the website of the Ministry. According to the statements of the prison staff, nobody 
except the guards was allowed to enter the wards where the detainees were staying. If the measures 
detailed on the Ministry's website were taken, how did 22 people get COVID-19 in the ward where 
only the guards can enter? It is understood that the measures put forward by the Ministry are not 
implemented in Karabük T-type prison and as a result of the authorities' negligence, the prisoners 
were caused to get COVID-19 disease.*** 

In addition, the official information provided on the Ministry website contradicts the information 
on the Karabük T-type prison website. As reported on the Ministry's website (Article 5), open and 
closed visits were suspended as of March 14, 2020. On the other hand, a closed visit schedule for 
December 2020 is published on the website of the Karabük T-type prison (accessed on Dec.08, 
2020). In this case, what rule and schedule will prisoners and prisoner relatives follow? How will 
the health and safety of prisoners be protected against a deadly epidemic that the whole world is 
on alert to? It is understood that the prison administration does not apply the rules and sanctions 
notified to them regarding their duties and responsibilities and they practice an arbitrary 
management approach. 

In summary, twenty-two people were placed in eight-person wards due to the negligence and 
mismanagements of the Karabük T-type prison administration, and according to the authorities' 
statements, all these people tested positive for Covid-19. The prison administration has not taken 
any measures so far. Patients were not transferred to the hospitals, hygiene was not provided in the 
wards, and Covid-19 procedures were not applied. The prisoners are almost left to their fate by the 
prison administration.  

We share these facts, information, and documents with you and report this incident in Karabük T-
type prison. This report is also a criminal complaint against the administration of the prison, 
namely, director (warden), Mustafa Öztürk, the deputy wardens Muhammet Uslu, Mehmet 
Mülayim, and Fatma Seven Pamuk. 

We kindly request your respective mandates for immediate action to prevent these prisoners and 
ensure the potential and actual victims’ physical and mental well-being. 

As the ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour la défense des droits et des libertés in 
Strasbourg, we extend our best wishes and stand ready to provide any additional information to 
your good offices. 

Yours sincerely, 

ASSEDEL, L’Association européenne pour la défense des droits et des libertés 



 

*www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_47_
Advance_Edited_Version.pdf 

**www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/i_hd_2019_violations_report_and_summary_table-2.pdf 

*** www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/turkey-covid-19-puts-sick-prisoners-grave-risk 


