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At this time of year, we often have many discussions about the challenges that children

encounter throughout a day at Venture. However, our discussions more recently are more

focused on how we are totally astonished by the tenacity of our children and how much

they have all overcome in just a few weeks.

We are very mindful that as

parents you may question your

decision to send your child into

the woods knowing the

challenges they will likely come

across. How will they manage a

whole day outside? Will they be

able to find another jumper if

they are cold? Will they be able

to climb as high as the older

children? We thought that by

sharing this email from one of

our current parents will hopefully give you reassurance that you have made the best

decision for your child.

‘When I dropped Maggie off this morning at the woodland gate and watched her try

repeatedly to climb up the muddy steep bank I was reminded of a few lessons we so easily

forget. I was humbled by my 3 year old. As I watched her try and repeatedly slide down the

muddy bank I am ashamed to say I thought she wouldn't make it up there. Even suggesting



she go round the easy way.  The whole way home I

felt ashamed of that. She kept going and she kept

sliding and she still kept going and eventually she

made it.  Yet there I was, the adult, telling her to take

the easy way round. She wasn't going to let that

bank defeat her. My determined little toddler

showed me that just because it’s tough doesn't

mean she can't achieve it. I was reminded that

although our children are little they are more

capable than perhaps we sometimes give them

credit for. Given enough time and space I know they

have the determination to achieve so much. So

that’s also why I felt happy. Happy that she is

spending her days with people like you. You let our

children discover the world for themselves and overcome problems with sheer

determination. I love that they're encouraged to tackle the day in their own way at their

own pace. You stood back and watched her attempt the bank knowing she would do it in

the end.  Thank you for letting our children blossom and for nurturing their spirits. Maggie

adores venture, she loves her days there and the people she spends them with. I can see

why. When I pick her up, muddy faced and boots full of

sand I’m happy in the knowledge my strong willed little

girl is getting to blossom and grow in such a wonderful

environment with such amazing role models.’

During our parent meetings it has been really

heart-warming for us to hear that the parents of

children who have been with us for a while share the

same view as us. That facing challenges and

overcoming barriers instils determination and

confidence and the time they have spent at Venture so

far has given them the belief that they can achieve

anything they wish.
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‘Give me the wild children with their bare feet and sparkling eyes. The restless, churning

climbers. The wild ones using their outside voices, singing all the way home. Give me the

wonder-filled, glorious mess makers dreaming of mountains and mud, aching to run

through a field of stars. ‘

Nicolette Sowder

What parents would like their child to

gain from Venture

Thank you for giving your time to meet with

your child’s key person. It was really

beneficial to us to gain a deeper

understanding of your child and what your

wishes are for your child’s time at Venture.

● Continue to grow in confidence and
independence.

● To become more outgoing with
familiar people in the safe context of
the setting.

● Build strong and trusting friendships.
● To independently find solutions to conflicts.
● To be a good, kind person.
● The offer of adult directed activities.
● To just play and not be pushed into academic learning too soon.
● Just have fun.
● Develop the ability to maintain focus and concentration.
● To be within a calm environment that gently develops confidence.
● Develop knowledge of the weather, landmarks and their own environment.
● To share and understand their own feelings.
● Be kind and inclusive of all children.
● To be strong and have the confidence to share thoughts and make own decisions.
● Have an understanding of numbers and sounds.
● Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
● Develop resilience, determination and perseverance.
● To leave with the values of Venture.
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We will be using your thoughts to continue to develop our curriculum and welcome any

further ideas or feedback you have at any time.

Clothing

Thank you for making sure that the children

are all well equipped for their time with us.

Could we please ask that, over the autumn

and winter, they always arrive ready for the

day in their waterproofs as they do like to get

stuck in straightaway. Could you please

ensure that their coats are underneath the

straps for their waterproof trousers, this

makes going to the toilet much easier and quicker for them. We also ask that you bring an

extra set of spare clothes to be left in the crates or plastic box by the church on a Monday,

we may need a couple of changes throughout the day. On very wet days we often find that

their spare clothes inside their backpacks can become wet. Please can you put these

clothes into a waterproof/plastic bag within their backpacks.

Photos and celebrations

We like to display photos of the children with their

families or carrying out hobbies that they enjoy. The

children love to share these with us and so it would be

wonderful to add more photos of our new children. It

is a great conversation starter and also helps if a child

is struggling to settle or is feeling sad. We also have a

world map with photos of places the children have

lived or been on holiday, this is a wonderful way for

children to share their experiences of other cultures

and to learn about the world. We would be very

grateful if you could share some photos with us or

email them to venturehopecove@gmail.com
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Drop off

Could we please ask that if your child is

now settled you do a swift drop off and

don’t hang around in the garden. This first

part of the day is crucial for laying down

the most auspicious energy for individual

and group activity and it is important for

us to be able to start our work with the

children as quickly as possible.

Christmas celebration

We plan to have a Christmas rope bus procession on Thursday 16th December from 4-5pm.

We will be meeting at the reading rooms and walking to the Lobster pot Christmas tree. The

children will sing you some Christmas songs and we will all enjoy a warm drink and a

Christmas treat! We would love for you all to come and bring along anyone else who fancies

joining in with our celebration!

Parking

We have had a request from the members

of the lifeboat committee that you do not

park near the entrance to the lifeboat. There

is an area of double yellow lines and cones

where we shouldn’t be parking. Thank you!

Please do speak to us at the end of the

day or arrange a time for a meeting if

you have questions, concerns or things

to share about your child.

Megan, Vienna, Natalie and Meg.
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