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We have had another fantastic term at 
Venture and I know that our amazing 
Venture team have also enjoyed every 
minute of it. We have all appreciated the 
reward that the more challenging winter 
weather brings. There is nothing like 
feeling that you really deserve a hot 
chocolate by the fire, and your lunch 
always tastes that bit better after 
struggling through a howling gale. We 
have enjoyed getting cosy in the Reading 
Rooms, putting our hats and socks on the 
heater and sitting under the Christmas 
tree. We have tried to teach some of the 
children the etiquette of not hogging the 
fire! 
 
The highlight of this term has to be our 
Ofsted inspection. It was just a very 
normal day at the kindergarten and the 
only reason for any lack of sleep for us 
was pure excitement that we were finally 
able to show off. However we have spent 
the last 2 years becoming slightly fed up 

with our own voices constantly saying the word Ofsted. I know that in my mind I had decided that if Ofsted 
were to tell us that what we had created was in some way not good enough, we most likely would have lost 
our enthusiasm to continue. Because every day that I am with the children at Venture I am relaxed, happy 
and confident in the knowledge that we simply couldn’t do a better job of nurturing them and giving them 
the best possible start in life. 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 The day unfolded in the usual way, with the children 
initiating all the best ideas, such as digging out the 
now slightly soggy pumpkin flesh, then working 
together to collect water to pour inside and 
discovering that this made the seeds float to the top. 
A perfect example of a ‘lesson’ that we could have 
planned beforehand, but could not have guaranteed 
would capture the children’s interest at that 
moment. We could tell that the inspector was 
enjoying herself as she chuckled with delight at how 
Rafe had discovered a new technique for getting 
water from the tippy tap by using his head. With a 
queue of patient friends making gentle conversation 
whilst filling their various receptacles and thanking 
Rafe for his help, we knew things were looking good. 
At around 12:30 pm she took us to one side. She said 
that at that point she was thinking we were 
definitely ‘good’ but she was hoping that once she 
had finished asking us a few more questions and had 

carried out the management meeting she hoped that she could give us outstanding. As she saw the look on 
our faces, and the tears well in our eyes, she said that she had been struck by the obvious passion we had 
and that she could see how important it was to us. She continued to say that what she was witnessing when 
observing the children was very obviously as a result of a lot of hard work and a strong belief in what we do. 
We then had a slightly nerve wracking hour of her sifting through various bits of paperwork before she sat 
back smiling and announced the result.  
There was a lovely moment when the inspector was checking the staff appraisal forms and pointed out, one 
member of staff’s comment that she had “never been so happy”. For a few days afterwards she called us on 
a daily basis to talk to us and give us more feedback. She told us that we were the first outstanding she had 
ever given and that her colleagues could not believe that she had finally given someone outstanding. After 
she had spoken to them about us and what she had seen that day they apparently all wanted to come and 
have a look. She kept saying what an amazing experience she’d had and thanking us for giving her such a 
wonderful day. She said that she had been talking about us so much at home that her son would ask her to 
lie in bed with him and tell him more stories about ‘the special kindergarten’. She told us that she wished 
that her children were still young and that she would have sent them to us without hesitation. She talked 
about other places she had recently been to, and that the memory of her day with us would stay with her 
forever, that it would cheer her up when she was feeling downhearted by other inspection visits. She told us 
that the inspector who had been previously to register us in Hope Cove had spoken to her about us before 
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she came and had said that she had 
been really struck by how passionate we 
were, and that she just knew that it 
would be a positive experience. She 
wanted to know all about the progress 
that we had made in the past 2 years 
and asked that our inspector call her 
afterwards to let her know what it was 
like.  
Once the inspector had written the 
report it had to go to her manager to be 
checked. The manager commented that 
it was the most positive report he had 
read for some time. At the end of it all, 

she said that she hoped she would have the privilege to come and inspect us again in Yealmpton and that 
she would continue to follow our progress with admiration. If you haven’t read the report yet the link is 
below. 
 
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50129250 
 
 
Onwards... 
 
We are very excited to announce that we have been registered for our new site “Venture Kitley Farm” in 
Yealmpton. We have re-submitted the planning permission as it is on a slightly different patch of land. It is 
directly behind Ben’s Farm Shop and next to Growers Organics. It will be a fenced garden with a 24ft 
teepee and log burner as our inside space. It will no doubt develop over time, taking into account the 
children’s interests, but to give you some idea it will have a tool area, fire circle, mud kitchen, gardening 
plot, digging patch, loose parts on a grander scale, water play and a stage with dressing up. We also have 
permission from the owner of Kitley estate to roam wherever we want to with the children, so we will visit 
the surrounding woodland. We will hopefully have the opportunity to get involved with the businesses 
surrounding us, with animals to visit and the opportunity to teach the children about growing organic 
produce. Once the planning is on the portal we will let you all know, and if any of you could do a letter of 
support for us we would really appreciate it.  
 
We have also applied to open in Kingsbridge next year. Again this is something we have been wanting to do 
for some time. The plan for this would be to run in exactly the same way as Hope Cove, using the library as 
our base. We will then visit the parks, surrounding countryside and estuary. But we are also very keen to 
add an urban edge and allow the children the time, for example to explore the high street, the fishmonger 
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window, the cinema, the community gardens, the museum and art gallery. We both remember times when 
we were rushing a toddler past things that they so wanted to spend a long time looking at. It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to allow them to fully immerse themselves in their surroundings, in a location 

offering a slightly different perspective.  
 
Save the date - Hope Cove Family Treasure 
Hunt 
Join us for the Hope Cove Family Treasure Hunt at 
10am on Saturday 14th March. The hunt will involve 
exciting challenges for adults and the children to get 
involved in and there will be prizes for those families 
who are able to best work together to complete them 
all! Everyone is welcome, but those who have a child 
that attends or has attended the kindergarten will 
have a distinct advantage as they know our beloved 
Hope Cove so well! 
We plan to donate the proceeds from this event to a 
charity which focuses on mental health as this is a 
cause that is close to the hearts of several of our 
staff members. 
Look out for further details about this event and the 
charity that we will be supporting next term. 
 

Katie 
 
We would like to introduce Katie who is very kindly helping us out on Wednesdays. Katie has recently 
moved to Galmpton from Bristol where she worked as a Producer for Aardman Animations for many years. 
She is really keen to learn the ropes at Venture and has been a very useful extra pair of hands so far. Thank 
you Katie.  
 
Food - help us to do our bit 
We like to do our bit for the environment as much as possible so just a little reminder to keep plastic waste 
in lunch boxes to a minimum. The best lunches are in reusable or paper wraps/bags, this also reduces the 
weight of the children’s bags. 
 
Photo Album 
We have a photo album which we put out each day of the children’s families or recent events. Thank you to 
those of you who have bought in photos to add to the book. It would be lovely to add some more photos as 
the children love to share these with us and it really helps the newer children to settle. 
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Contact  
We would like to remind you of the 
following methods of contact for 
kindergarten staff: 
For everyday contact with a member of staff 
to ask a question, to discuss your child or 
report an absence: 
email: venturehopecove@gmail.com 
call / What's App: 07745 1 08750 
To speak to a manager (Zoe or Jenny): 
email: 
ventureoutdoorkindergarten@outlook.com 
call: 07500 927722 
 
Term dates 2020 
 
Spring term starts: Tuesday 7th January 
(Monday 6th is a staff training day) 
Half term: 17th - 21st February 
Spring term ends: Friday 27th March 
 
Summer term starts: Tuesday 14th April 
Half term: 25th - 29th May 
Summer term ends: Friday 17th July 
 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to all 
of you for our Christmas gifts and cards and 
for your continued support and we wish you 

a very Happy Christmas and New Year. We are looking forward to more fun next term and to welcoming 
new families in 2020! 
 
Jenny, Zoe, Megan, Sarah and Jazz 
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